Crowhurst Road to Nowhere Action Group Meeting

Notes 23rd May 2015
23 People attended the meeting in Crowhurst Village Hall, from Crowhurst, Bexhill, Battle, Rother and Hastings.
Environment and Biodiversity in Combe Haven

May reported that no dormice and only 1 bat had been seen since the last meeting report.

Cliff reported 55 bird species seen on his walk that week including 3 lapwings at the top (North) of the valley and none on the South side.

Gulls now seen at attenuation ponds, though generally their population is reduced due to the closure of the tip. 4 little egrets seen at the little ponds, possibly nesting, previously occasionally seen.  5 Sheldrake ducks which nest in rabbit holes (not previously seen). Also a little grebe in the far attenuation pond.
Farmland birds seen: linnets by old viaduct site; whitethroats; only 3/4 yellow hammers (previously 10 males) as some of nesting sites now thrashed and hedges flailed; reed buntings and sedge warblers; Cetti’s warbler (wetland) - an indicator of climate change as only here since 1970s spreading up the valley including at Actons Farm.

In addition others had seen: 1 moorhen in Swainham Lane; nightjar; cuckoo heard near reed beds, very few swallows or nightingales, 3 house martins (near Ros’ house) .
Road Site Visit on 20th May with Chloe de Renzy Martin report by Cliff and others involved
Seen as important to take part to ensure mitigation measures are put in place and a provided a useful and informative opportunity to ask questions of contractors with answers as follows:
Sidley bridge opens in August, Link Road opens in Autumn 15.  Crowhurst Road bridge nearing completing with tunnel below for Crowhurst Road to pass underneath.

Delay to lining of ecological ponds due to flooding – whereas water levels of attenuation ponds will vary.  Soil nails (2 metres long) used to tell if land is still slipping, plates bolted on and mesh covering allows vegetation to grow through.

There was a general discussion in relation to Crowhurst Road works including supposed misalignment of bridge and fissure. This delayed road closure is now due for 3 weeks from 1st June.  
It was noted that Wildlife EU directives are likely to be weakened. 
Delays and Costs of the Road

Costs risen from £98 million to £113 to £116 million with additional costs being met by ESCC – could rise to £130 million ?

A recent TV programme had blamed delays on protestors and bad weather.  Will pointed out costs of utilities digging up road again and Martin raised the high level of increased costs due to the 6 month delay.
Unclaimed fibre optic cables had been found on the site. 
The query regarding air pollution testing remained unanswered.  Derrick Coffee thought the nitrous oxide test had been failed.

Robin Young offered to put in a Freedom of Information request regarding this or other unanswered queries – Dave and Martin to follow up with Robin.

Concern was expressed about additional problems and costs of diversionary route to residents;  whether arrangements have been put in place regarding emergency services and school bus access and notices relating to access to local businesses.  If the road was closed for a third (ie additional) week, would it be possible to claim compensation for extra travel costs incurred by local residents ?  
Signs regarding the road closure needed to be put at all village entrances.

Queensway Gateway Road Report

Rosamond reported on the successful case put by Gabriel of Combe Haven Defenders for a Judicial Review of the Gateway Road development, funded by central government.  Gabriel’s case is funded through legal aid, and relates to EU regulations re greenhouse/CO 2 emissions (see Combe Haven Defenders website). Paul expressed concern about the minimal 10 minute Council Planning Meeting time taken  to unanimously approve the development, despite large numbers (over 500) objections registered. All tree felling was premature and during bird nesting season.
The renamed Baldslow Link is now the Queensway Gateway Road and is routed to the rear of Sainsburys.

The road developments have been piecemeal.  If phase 2 (ie Gateway) is seen as unacceptable, then should Phase 1 (BHLR) be reviewed ?

NB Rosamond’s appeal has been further adjourned and will notify date when known.  Support appreciated.
Flooding

Tracy provided the following update: Powdermill Stream beyond kissing gate has 3 pipes re-instated cutting down the flow of water by half, though this would be the optimum time to do this (rather than previously) when stream is low.  However, water may back up if there is heavy rainfall.
A camera had been put down the culvert at Station Road and discovered a blockage consisting of a TV aerial, logs and electrical appliances which had now been cleared.  The relevant resident had been advised to place a grill to prevent blockages in future.

Martin reported that the bottom of Station Road had been resurfaced again where there are 2 drains and a spring and expressed concern about the undergrowth at the side of the road. Robin mentioned the string of springs further up Station Road - in his yard, further up the road, in the field and at the Care Home. 
Archaeology

It was queried whether this had now been completed as there had been delays to archaeological investigations due to flooding in the area of the kissing gate. There was little information regarding archaeology currently.

Next Steps and Future Developments – working with others (including Housing Developments and Neighbourhood Plan)
A wide ranging discussion was held by those attending the meeting with the following points emerging:

Next Steps and priorities for the Crowhurst Road to Nowhere Action Group

· The Road to Nowhere remains the focus until the Link Road opens after which it continues to monitor the road and its environmental impact
· Importance of keeping the Crowhurst Eye website

· Others and other areas are welcome to continue to be involved and contribute as part of the group.  
· Important that Crowhurst doesn’t act in isolation but keeps strong links with other groups and areas

· Increase joint work with other groups and neighbourhoods taking a bottom up approach
· Forewood could be included more and its profile raised in village life 

· Clarify how decisions are made and information is available and shared, both locally and regionally.  Accountability important

· Map out and be clear about role in relation to others eg Crowhurst Society, Parish Council, Friends of Combe Haven Valley. Map these links and look at coordination of activity and interests
· Fundraising and resources – look at options for these – both local and outside.  

· Importance of coordination within the village and more widely outside.

· Retain archaeological focus and follow up

Some thoughts about a future name

· Traffic light design – We are evolving – Red (81% logo), orange, green (New wider issues group logo) – distributed and discussed

· Should include non-residents and not be too parochial
· Suggestion of Friends of Crowhurst, Roads and People Matter, Crowhurst and Beyond, ‘Haven’ – an important name and concept for all involved and could be included
· Continue to consult

A Neighbourhood Plan for Crowhurst
The report re the Sedlescombe Neighbourhood Plan and Catsfield Plan were made available
· The critical point made by Sedlescombe and Herstmonceux Chairmen was that their Neighbourhood Plans allowed villagers a say in the development of their village whereas without a plan, development would be imposed.
· A neighbourhood plan must fit within Rother District Plan

· It provides a chance to increase joint work with other groups and neighbourhoods taking a bottom up approach (as above)

· Housing developments are part of this – 24 extra to be accommodated in Crowhurst – will include a community infrastructure levy contribution to Crowhurst of 25% rather than 15% with a NP in place

· A Neighbourhood Plan is all encompassing not just about housing
· NP can include eg flooding, infrastructure developments, traffic calming, road safety, connectivity, amenities, railway service, education, school, church, save our pub, village hall, footpaths, parking, road signs, energy, freedom of information, scrutiny, accountability

· A Neighbourhood Plan can include local environmental opportunities eg enhancing wildlife, (the Marsh, the Forewood, Village generally and farming practices)

· Consultation is vital  - need face to face surveys where possible so that people can express views, ideas and preferences and above all, get involved
The meeting ended with a unanimous decision to meet sooner than usual in order not to lose momentum, to continue the discussion about the development and next steps of the group, the Neighbourhood Plan and for reports not taken at the meeting.
The next meeting will be on Saturday, 27th June at the earlier time of 3-5pm in Crowhurst Village Hall

