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16/2/11
Record attendance at local meeting
  
We are enjoying the success of our latest meeting on the 3rd February. Over 100 local people attended the illustrated talk by owl conservationist Ian McGuire. Ian talked about the owls found in the UK, their habitats and lifestyle, as well as the numerous threats to these beautiful birds of prey. He has been involved in owl conservation and educating people about them for many years and his talk inspired our members.
Zoe Stevens, Community Officer for the Wildlife Trust said “It was marvellous to see such a wonderful turn out which shows the interest in these charismatic animals and the challenges they face in today's environment. The local volunteers put in so much ime and effort to organise a really interesting programme of talks and walks and this is just one of many happening through the year.”

12/4/11
Wildlife sightings reported at our indoor meeting on Thursday 7th April 

Cuckoo heard & seen in Mill Lane (Malvern?). 
Drooping star of Bethlehem on grass verge at Bromsberrow
Crossbill at Chirkenhill, near Leigh Sinton
Queen hornet at the Knapp & Papermill Reserve
Painted lady

27/4/11
Early flowering of Green-winged Orchids

Green-winged Orchids are flowering very early this year. The cross-roads at Welland is an excellent spot to see a few, but the fields around Brotheridge Green offer acres of orchids. The best site around that area is probably the WWT Boynes Coppice group of meadows, with spectacular displays, particularly if you follow the footpath into the second meadow in the direction of the Boynes. However, as soon as the grass grows, the flowers will be hidden! (Reported by Tony Hughes.)

Tina, warden of the Knapp & Papermill Reserve, Alfrick Pound, has also reported an abundance of Green-winged Orchids in Big Meadow on the Reserve, again flowering very early. Well worth a visit.

9/5/11
Wildlife sightings reported at our indoor meeting on Thursday 5th May 

Nightingale, Yew Tree Farm, Brotheridge Green 
Waxwings (near Broadheath?)
Swallows, various locations
Turtle dove,  Birtsmorton area
Solitary (miner) bees, Malvern Priory Churchyard
Cuckoos (male), various locations
Cuckoo (female), sewage works, Barnards Green
Damsel fly
Pied flycatcher (male), near a nestbox at Ravenshill Woodland Reserve

15/5/11
Diseased sparrow
Brian Dawkins of Malvern writes: This hedgesparrow has been in my garden for months and I have finally managed to get a photograph of it. Garth said he has seen this condition before but mainly in the tit family.[image: image1.jpg]



11/6/11
Stunned Nuthatch
Brian Dawkins of Malvern reported: This nuthatch flew into our half-glazed back door today.
It was completely knocked out and took 40 minutes to recover and fly away!!
I put it on top of a dustbin with a bitumen lid just by the back door expecting it to expire, but it eventually came round, started chirping and then flew away.
I have never seen a Nuthatch before in this area.
                                                                                                              [image: image2.jpg]



14/7/11
Glow-worms at St Wulstan's Nature Reserve

A popular and interesting evening! Thirty people joined Ann and Mike for the search. A smaller count this year as we found only 10 glow-worms but we were all pleased to be able to have a close-up view of this fascinating beetle. Photos can be found here.
Pauline Ranson.

12/8/11
Fund raising at Morrisons

The collections at Morrisons on Friday 1st and Saturday 2nd July raised £807.67, a very creditable amount. Many thanks to those who helped and also to the shoppers who donated. The proceeds will be passed on to WWT towards their work in wildlife conservation.
