
FIRRHILL COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

COUNCIL MEETING:  25 JANUARY 2010 
Note of event held at the Colinton Mains Community Centre. 

 

Because of proposed works in our community, this meeting was advertised as a public drop-in session 
to look at plans for: 

a) Scottish Water’s Waste Water Drainage Works from 
Firrhill Crescent along the burn in Colinton Mains Park; 

b) The new Pavilion to be built in Colinton Mains Park; 

c) Plans of the proposed landscaping for the flood prevention 
work. 

Representatives from Scottish Water, City of Edinburgh Council parks department and the flood 
Prevention Contractors – Carillion were in attendance to explain the Plans/Designs and answer any 
questions.   

a) Scottish Water presented their proposals to relieve the flooding problem in the area around 
the junction of Oxgangs Road North and Colinton Mains Road that occurred during spells of high 
rainfall.  As previously reported, the flooding was due to the drainage design where two drain pipes 
converging into one pipe of the same diameter.  When the two feeder pipes were flowing to full 
capacity the outlet pipe was unable to match the flow and as a consequence water backed-up and 
spilled out of the drains in this area.   

Scottish Water’s solution is to construct a new sewer pipeline to act as a reservoir tank.  The project 
will involve laying a 2.6m diameter pipe, which splits into two 1.65m pipes running side by side 
along the side of the Braid Burn in Colinton Mains Park.  This reservoir would hold the excess water 
created by a heavy rainfall and release it when the volume of water in the drainage system returned to 
normal levels.  

The proposed work will affect the upgrades already carried out on the park over the last two years, but 
we have been advised the pitches will be reseeded following the laying of the pipe and the future 
works in the park will be scheduled to fit around Scottish Water’s timetable. 

Advised Firrhill Crescent will be closed to vehicular traffic between Oxgangs Road North and Firrhill 
Drive from the 12th to the 22nd February 2010 to facilitate Scottish Water operations. 

b) Over the last few months the proposals for the changing rooms in Colinton Mains Park have 
gone from a new build to a refurbishment and back to a new build.  Graham Croucher, Sports Officer, 
CEC Culture and Sport and Craig Dunlop, SW Community Parks Officer provided computer 
generated drawings of their proposals for a new build on the site of the existing changing rooms.  The 
proposed external and interior design of the building will provide a substantial and welcome 
improvement to the existing facilities for those that use them. Concerns were raised about the loss of 
the changing facilities during the time this work is carried out and on the decline of car parking 
arrangements. 

c) Stuart Mackay, Carillion presented a plan of the landscaping proposals that would complete 
the flood prevention work were laid out for inspection and comment.    

 
A short business session was held after the public event primarily to approve the minutes in order that 
they could be published.   
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MINUTES OF COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING: 
25 JANUARY 2010 

Members: H Levy (Chair), P Wright; A Hunter; G Hunter; L Linn; P Podd; J Napier; 

In Attendance: E Barry (Cllr); E Aitken (Cllr); J Rust (Cllr); 

It should be noted that Cllrs E Aitken and J Rust attended the early part of the drop-in 
session but left to attend other meetings 

1. Correspondence: Secretary 
See appendix 2 for the list of correspondence received since the date of the last meeting: 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting:  held on the 23rd November 2009 
Minutes approved by P Wright, seconded by A Hunter.  There were no amendments. 

3. Matters Arising: 
Grit Bins: AH reported that he had received an acknowledgement from the Head of Oxgangs 
Primary School regarding the grit bins located near the school.  This led to a discussion on the 
overall provision and the need to identify the CEC’s arrangements in order that they can be 
recorded, assessed and used when appropriate to ensure those arrangements are in place. 

Action:  

1. Heather to ask Ian Bell, City Planning for a large scale map of the ward.   

2. Heather to ask Ewan Kennedy for a map of the area showing the location of grit bins in 
accordance with the CEC’s current provision. 

3. To note that Alan Simpson is the City officer responsible for the provision of grit bins. 

4. Councillors’ Report:  E Barry 
He had received an email from Mike Avery, SW N’hood Manager regarding the completion of 
new footpath and drainage works but it was not clear about the location.  Advised the path along 
the Braid Burn between Colinton Mains Drive and Oxgangs Road North has just re-opened.     

Lighting will be proved along the path that runs through Colinton Mains Park between Oxgangs 
Road North and Firrhill Drive. 

Reported on two planning applications out with the ward but may be of interest to the Council. An 
application has been submitted to build a new hotel on the Biggar Road near Hillend Ski Centre 
and there has been an application to build houses on the Dreghorn polo fields in Colinton. 

5. Planning Report: J Napier  
See appendix 1 for details of those applications/decisions and of notices covering major works in 
Edinburgh.  

6. AOCB 
Concerns have been raised about the number of workmen floating about in Firrhill Drive without 
identification.  Not clear who they are employed by. 

7. Date and Venue of Next Meeting 
The next business meeting of the Firrhill Community Council will be held in the Oxgangs 
Neighbourhood Centre on Wednesday, 10th February 2010 at 10am. 

 

Page 2 of 6 



PLANNING REPORT Appendix 1
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MINUTES OF COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING: 
25 JANUARY 2010 
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Correspondence Dec 09 – Jan 10        Appendix 2 
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