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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

Held in the Stillington Community Centre

Lowson Street, Stillington

Tuesday 7th May 2013
Present

Chair: Cllr. J Turner 
Cllrs:  B Bardsley, J Davies, D Foster, K Johnson, J Lithgo, J Wills
District Cllr. Andrew Stephenson
Mrs. G Dunn, Clerk
1.
Apologies for Absence
There were apologies for absence from Cllrs. P Rogers and R Tingle.
2.
Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda

Cllrs Turner, Johnson and Bardsley declared a personal and prejudicial interest item 5h as they are committee members of The Friends of Stillington Forest Park.
3.
Minutes of the Last Meeting

Cllr. J Turner signed the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 2nd April 2013 as a true and correct record.  Proposed by Cllr. D Foster and seconded by Cllr. J Wills.
4.
Finance
The Clerk confirmed that the precept of £8250 had been received from SBC.
Proposed by Cllr. Foster and seconded by Cllr. Lithgo the sum of £336.00 to Arborcut for tree surgery (cheque no. 100795).

Proposed by Cllr. Foster and seconded by Cllr. Johnson the sum of £204.86 to the CCLA for 2013/2014 subscription fees (cheque no. 100796).

Proposed by Cllr. Foster and seconded by Cllr. Turner the sum of £466.35 to the Clerk for salary and expenses and to reimburse her for the cost of the plants and bark chippings used for the Manor Walk planting project.  The Clerk confirmed that Tristar had provided £175.00 to cover the costs of the project. (cheque no. 100797).

The Clerk informed Members that she would be on holiday between 28th and 31st May.

5.
Progress Reports
P629
Proposed wind farm – update
There had been no developments since the last meeting.
P629
Potential Wind Turbine Developments – update
There had been no developments since the last meeting.
P629
Improvements to open space and brickwork in Manor Walk – update
The Clerk and Cllr. Rogers had worked with class 4 from William Cassidi School to plant up the area in Manor Walk.  A few plants were also planted in the small rockery at the entrance to Forest Park.  The work had gone well.  The Clerk was asked to send a letter to class four thanking them for their work.
The broken paving slabs in the open space at Manor Walk had been repaired and the installation of the new streetlight near the steps appeared to have been completed.

P630
New and Damaged Street Nameplates – progress report
The new sign had not arrived yet.
P630
Drainage around the West Street Subway - update
PCSO Townsend had contacted the British Transport Police – they suggested drainage may be the responsibility of the local authority.  The local authority is aware of the problem but has not been able to do anything about it.
P630
Improvements to Mount Pleasant Playing Field – Progress Report

The Clerk had been sent a draft of the flier that would inform residents about the proposed installation of a MUGA – subject to funding being obtained.  Apart from a few minor errors the text was identical to that approved by Members at the last meeting so the Clerk had informed SBC that the Council are happy for it to be printed.
P630
Future Plans for Stillington Community Centre - update
The flier that had been produced to inform residents of the current situation at the Community Centre had been printed and distributed.  A couple of people had said that they would attend a Management Committee meeting with a view to becoming more involved with the Centre.

A meeting had been held recently between some of the Management Committee and Officers from Catalyst, the third sector organization.  Catalyst are working with SBC and are proposing to set up a charity that would take on the management of the six community centres in the Borough that are on the list for asset transfer.  Issues about funding and ownership are still to be resolved but the officers from Catalyst are optimistic that they can come up with proposals that would enable the centres to stay open.  If the proposals happen, a more negative aspect may be that hire fees would be increased so all of the community centres had similar rates. 

District Cllr. Stephenson agreed to try and find out which SBC officer or councilor is working with Catalyst on this proposal. 
Cllr. Turner informed the Council that all of the new classes that had recently started at the community centre were going well.

P630
Friends of Stillington Forest Park – Update
Cllrs Turner, Johnson and Bardsley left the meeting.
The Clerk had recently submitted two grant applications for work and events at Stillington Forest Park during the next twelve months.  The smaller grant was for £455.00.  The majority of this amount would be to pay for insurance for the Friends Group.  Without insurance the group would not be able to organize any events at the site.  The Clerk asked members if they would consider funding the insurance cost if the grant application was unsuccessful.  Councillors discussed this request and it was proposed by Cllr. Foster and seconded by Cllr. Davies that support would be provided from the Parish Council to pay for insurance if it was required.

Cllrs Turner, Johnson and Bardsley returned to the meeting.

P630
Trees on Parish Council Land – work report
The work required to the trees on Messines Lane and the cenotaph site had been completed.  
P631
West Street Playground Maintenance - Update
The Clerk had contacted SBC to arrange for the necessary repairs to be made to the wet pour safety surfacing.  Work had been attempted at the end of 2012 but had been postponed until the weather had improved.  The Clerk had requested some input from SBC to tackle problem with dog fouling but had not received any response.  This was unusual as the inspectors are usually helpful so she agreed to follow this up.

P632
Stonecourt Streetlight Repair – update
Repairs had been made to the streetlight in question.

P632
Potholes – progress report
The major potholes had been marked for repair by SBC and remedial work would take place soon.

P632
Action to remove dead tree - South Street - progress report
The Clerk had contacted the SBC Arborist about this tree, he informed her that Northern Powergrid may remove the tree when they are working in the area but it is not a priority for them.  If Northern Powergrid are not able to remove it then SBC will arrange for their own grounds staff to take it down.
6.
SIEAG Meeting
The Clerk, Cllr. Rogers and Cllr. Turner had attended the recent meeting.  They had updated the industrialists about current village issues and an update had been given about the Darchem development that is currently underway.   There had been a few small incidents of theft on the Industrial Estate that were being investigated.
7.
Summer Fun Days
The Clerk had arranged for the mobile MUGA to come to the Village on two dates in the summer holidays – Tuesdays 30th July and 14th August.  The Clerk was in contact with an officer from the YMCA who may be able to assist with the fun days and arrange for other activities to take place alongside the MUGA.
8.
Training for Councillors and Clerk
The Clerk had circulated details about a training day on the 9th July for Parish Councillors.  Cllrs. Bardlsey, Turner, Wills and Johnson all expressed an interest in attending.  The cost would be £27.00 per person. It was proposed by Cllr. Turner and seconded by Cllr. Lithgo that the training costs and expenses are covered by the Parish Council.
 The Clerk had received details about the Regional Conference organised by the SLCC on 5th June, there were a number of relevant issues that would be addressed at the conference. As the Clerk had had to register for the conference before the May Council meeting, so she could apply for a bursary towards some of the cost, the Clerk had consulted with the Chair about attending this conference and it had been agreed that she would attend.  The Clerk had applied for a bursary and this had been successful, the total cost to the Council would be approximately £35.00.
9.
Central Area Transport Strategy Meeting

This meeting, where it would be decided how £30000 would be spent on traffic management and transport strategy in the Central Area of Stockton was being held tonight also.  Cllr. Rogers had agreed to attend to represent the Parish Council and C. Dunn from the Community Centre Management Committee was attending also as a community representative.  The scheme for new signs along the road from Grindon Road Ends to Stillington would be considered for funding along with the installation of speed humps on Park Crescent.  The Clerk explained that there are many other projects due to be considered at the meeting so not all of the projects would obtain funding.
10.
Neighbourhood Planning Meeting

The Clerk had received an invitation to an event organized by SBC and TVRCC.  Information would be provided about Neighbourhood Plans so that Councils could make an informed decision about whether a Plan was necessary for their area.  The Clerk and Cllr. Turner agreed to attend.
11.
2013 Garden Competition

All members agreed that the Clerk should arrange a date for the Garden Competition as usual.  Cllr. Davies said she was willing to meet the judge and accompany her on the day.  Councillors also agreed that the Clerk and Cllr. Davies should create a small area of bedding plants in the centre of Whitton.
12.
Annual Audit

Members agreed that Mrs J. Freeman should be asked to internally audit the Parish Council Finances once again.  The Clerk distributed copies of the Annual Governance Statement from the audit form and a copy of the Council’s financial risk assessment so that Members could consider these documents before the next meeting.
13.
Correspondence – April 2013
SBC


Stockton Community Carnival – Flier
SBC


Invitations to Transport Strategy Meetings
SBC


Response to enquiry about pot holes
SBC


Confirmation of Precept
SBC


Play Area Inspection
SBC


Community Protection Updates
SBC


Invitation to Central Area Transport Strategy Meeting
Barclays

Statements
CLCA


Membership Fees Renewal
County Partnership
Training for Councillors Information
M&G Investments
Statement – Cassidi Hall Trust
NALC


Conference Details
SIEAG


Papers for Meeting
SLCC


Regional Conference Information
Tees Valley Sport
Community Games Funding Information
TVRCC

Neighbourhood Planning Meeting
TVRCC

Grant Information

The Clerk informed Members that the value of the units held for the Cassidi Hall Trust is currently £6037.26.
14.
Standards/Code of Conduct Issues
There were none.
15.
Planning Applications
13/0938/FUL
The Ridings, Whitton
Erection of conservatory to rear
There were no comments on this application.

13/0823/FPD
80 Forest Park, Stillington
Erection of conservatory to rear
There were no comments on this application.

16.
Councillors Reports and Items for Future Agenda
Cllr. Davies reported that she had recently been discussing having exterior cladding fitted to her property to assist with energy conservation.  There were grants available for this work and she thought it may be of interest to other local residents.  Cllr. Davies agreed to send the Clerk details of the product and Cllr. Foster, who has worked in the field of energy conservation in the home, also agreed to obtain more information about this topic.

The Clerk agreed to ask SBC if anything can be done about the hedges that are growing very close to the road between Whitton and Redmarshall.

One of the Grindon Parish Councillors has arranged for a company to come to their meeting on 9th May to demonstrate portable speed indicating devices.  He invited anyone who was interested to come along.
The Clerk agreed to ask Care for your Area if the footpath on South Street between the junction with Kirk Street and the junction with Messines Lane can be swept as it is covered in a large amount of debris from recent tree work.
17.
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Tuesday 4th June 2013 in the Stillington Community Centre.  

Signed: ………………………………………..  Dated: ………………………….…….
Proposed: …………………………………… Seconded: ……………………………….
