Friends of the Derwent Valley Line
Minutes of Open Meeting, Tuesday 21st April 2015, Brunswick Inn, Derby

Present: Ernie Marchant (Chairman), Chris Darrall (Secretary), Alastair Morley, John Morrissey, David Willmott, Harry Bird, Robin Lumb, Roger Jackson, Paul Gibbons
Apologies:   John Weaver, Paul Mobbs (East Midlands Trains), David Rayner, Ian Ambrose
Minutes of last meeting on 20th January 2015
	
	These were ACCEPTED.
	


Current Train Service Issues
	
	The service on the line has been performing reasonably well.  A fatality at Belper on the evening of 27th March had caused the cancellation of the last train.

In the May timetable there was no change to the service between Matlock and Nottingham, but the service would be extended to and from Newark throughout the day (M-F).  The 17.20 Nottingham to Matlock is retimed by 1 minute, and leaves Derby at 17.53 (all other trains leave at xx.52) 
	


Response to Network Rail East Midlands Route Study
	
	The closing date for consultation is 28th April.  The study indicated there were likely to be capacity problems by 2023, with evening peak hour trains from Derby to Matlock at more than 85% loaded.  It was pointed out that this figure is already being reached in 2015.  The only mention of increasing capacity was by train lengthening, but short platforms at Whatstandwell and Spondon would require trains fitted with selective door opening.  The group felt that work on lengthening platforms (considered to be relatively modest) should be undertaken now, to enable 3 or 4 car trains to be run when necessary.  It was also considered that to meet passenger needs and aspirations, capacity should be increased to allow at least 2 trains per hour on the line.
	


Update from Community Rail Partnership

	
	Passenger numbers were up by 8% to the start of the year, compared with the same period last year.

The summer evening offer of travel anywhere on the line for £3 has again been introduced by EMT for the period 18th May to 6th September.
Duffield – the ticket machine at is now in operation.
Belper – Poundland has agreed to leave the lights over the bridge on until 23.00 for a trial period.  The wall on platform 2 is now finished, and the area of the bank behind needs to be added to the Network Rail licence, so that volunteers can start planting.

Cromford – Laurel  shrubs have been removed, which has much improved the station approach.

Wyvern Rail have submitted a T&W act application to allow them to take over the freehold of the Ecclesbourne Valley line. 
	


Future Franchise Consultation

	
	The East Midlands Trains Franchise will end in October 2017, and consultation for this is due to take place in Spring 2016.  In advance of this, it was felt to be a good idea for the group to give some thought as to what we would wish to see in a new franchise, so that our considered views can be submitted during the consultation.  It is important that our views are allied to those of the CRP, so that we do not present opposing views.  A number of initial suggestions were made:

· Current timetable to be the basis of the new minimum service specification
· All trains to be at least 2 cars, with 3 or 4 cars on busy services

· Improved evening service Nottingham – Derby – Matlock, with later last trains

· More trains to and from Chesterfield and Sheffield to call at Belper

· Sunday service to be hourly, and to start earlier than at present

· Increase capacity on the branch to enable a ½ hour service frequency where justified

· Greater provision for cycles on trains.

· Improvements to ticketing for people who travel regularly but not every day.

· Provision of train services on most routes on Boxing Day.

It was  agreed that the Steering Group would take this forward. 
	


Future Meetings
	
	The next meeting will be held on:

Tuesday 21st July 2015.

All meetings will all be held at the Brunswick Inn, Railway Terrace, Derby, commencing at 17.20
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