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TALKS

The forthcoming talks and events are listed for your “at a glance’
reminder. Please make a note of these dates and support as
many as possible.

Meetings take place at the Tardebigge Community Hall, Tarde-
bigge, at 7.30pm on the third Thursday of the month.

Admission £2.00

EVENING MEETINGS - May to October 2018.

May 17th - “A stroll with Sabrina” —Sandy Cale — a talk which
takes us along the length of the River Severn, with information and
stories about the places on the way — sometimes funny and some-
times gruesome!

June 21st — “Woven in Kidderminster” — Melvyn Thompson. The
history of the carpet industry in the Kidderminster area, including
Stourport, Bewdley and Bridgnorth.

An illustrated talk including samples, pictures, artefacts and good
audience- participation.

July and August - NO MEETINGS.

September 20th — “What’s been going on at Croome?” - Michael
Smith. An update on the restoration programme of Croome and its
grounds.

October 18th - “My life as a Paramedic” — Yvonne Cocks — An
intriguing insight into the life and experiences of Hereford and
Worcestershire’s first female Paramedic.
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Welcome to the May 2018 Newsletter

Dear Member,

Did you go to the Jigsaw event at Cough-
ton? | did, and | bought five jigsaws
(although | could have bought 50!).

The new Director-General of the National
Trust is Hilary McGrady, who has said
that the trust needs to be more radical
and needed to reach out to people living
in towns and cities.

"This is a charity | love because it looks
after the things that matter to me person-
ally: the outdoors, the arts, heritage, na-
ture and beauty," she said.

The director-general's salary was set at
£191,000 in 2016.

Any contributions for the September 2018

Newsletter, preferably electronically, to be
with me by 30" August, please.

Will Owens

In This Issue

Talks
From the Chairman

Chairman’s Report at the
AGM

Minutes from the AGM
Coach Trips

Annual Dinner
Booking Forms

Walk Reports

Tea Rota

Walks
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FROM THE CHAIRMAN

In this issue you will find a report on the Annual General Meeting, including my
report, the financial report, and the election of Officers and committee members,
together with details of our donations to local Trust projects. The entire commit-
tee from 2017 was re-elected, and the position of the following new members
was formalised, as they had volunteered since the last AGM and we are grateful
for their contribution — Trish Buckley (Minute Secretary); Jo Fisher and John
Rhead; both without portfolio at present.

On April 10" a coach party, under the leadership of Betty Millward, visited Mid-
dleton Hall and Gardens. The weather was rather cold, but we had a warm wel-
come. The property houses a museum in which there is details of the Seven
Roberts, referring to seven generations of Peeles all with the same first name of
Robert — latterly Peel, they included a couple of industrialists, a profligate who
lost the family fortune on high living, and a Prime Minister and the one responsi-
ble for the creation of a metropolitan police force, once known as “Peelers”. The
family lived in nearby Drayton Manor, now the well-known theme park.

Details of our other outings appear in this issue, and you are recommended to
book early with Robert, to avoid disappointment, as they fill up rather quickly.

The speakers arranged for your entertainment include the one for May — “A stroll
with Sabrina” — Sandy Cale — a description of a journey along the length of the
River Severn with anecdotes, both funny and less so! June’s talk is “Woven in
Kidderminster’- the story of the carpet industry in Kidderminster area. Details of
the talks for the latter part of the year are now in the inside cover.

If you have booked for the holiday and have friends who might be interested in
joining you, there are still TWO DOUBLE rooms available at £540 per person. |
have tried various means of selling these, but to no avail so far. In the next is-
sue there will be details of the 2019 holiday — our eighteenth!

Just a reminder, if you have not yet renewed your membership, or if you occa-
sionally bring someone else, who is not an Association member, along with your
renewal, encourage them to join us too. The more the merrier. We have been
steady at about 185 members for some time, and recruitment is important.

We are grateful to the small band of people who organise our monthly rambles,
details of which appear elsewhere.

Once again, if you have any practical suggestions for fund-raising activities
please let a committee member know. As it is we depend on the profit from out-
ings, admission takings and the raffle proceeds; evidence of how important we
keep up attendance at the meetings and continue to support all the outings.
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Thank you for all your interest and involvement in YOUR Association.

All the best for a wonderful summer, and don’t forget, if you visit an interesting
property, please share the experience with us through the pages of this publica-
tion: Will is always looking for items to fill the pages.

JOHN

CHAIRMAN'‘s REPORT TO THE AGM -1
MARCH 2018

We can say once again that we have had a quietly successful year and
the Association is well supported. Thank you for your interest and in-
volvement; as | often say, without you we wouldn’t have an Association.

Our meetings continue to show an average attendance of some 60 mem-
bers. We have enjoyed talks on an interesting range of subjects, includ-
ing one on the Norton Museum in Bromsgrove, an enthralling demonstra-
tion on how to paint a picture, where we literally saw a picture materialise
before our eyes, and we were entertained by a pair of ladies who illus-
trated for us in costume what a Tudor Christmas was like. We have a
good range of talks lined up for this year, details of which are in the latest
newsletter. Make sure you don’t miss your favourite topic.

Last year our six outings included a visit to the only surviving mother of
pearl factory in Britain in the jewellery quarter in Birmingham, Trust prop-
erties at Kedleston Hall, Derbyshire, Grey’s Court, Northants, Dyrham
Park, Gloucestershire, and Snowshill nearer at home which included a
visit to nearby Broadway. All of these were well supported. This year we
are going to Middleton Hall for a short day, Chirk Castle, nr. Wrexham,
Lacock Abbey and Village, nr. Chippenham, Hardwick Hall, the subject of
a recent TV programme with Alan Titchmarsh, and Berringhton Hall, nr.
Leominster. There is also a day trip for a please yourself look around
Bristol. Please book early to avoid disappointment. We aim to make a
small profit on all the trips, by keeping the prices down to a reasonable
level, thereby selling more places. The raffles have been well supported
and are the other main source of our income, so each ticket purchased
helps the funds.
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In October our 16" holiday to Barnstaple and region was happily support-
ed by 45 members, partners and friends. We currently have the same
number booked up to go in October to Eastbourne, where we are taking
in four Trust properties, Hastings and Sheffield Park and the Bluebell
Railway. There are now two double rooms available. Don’t delay, speak
to me today!

The walks are well attended of late, with between 12 and 16 participants.
They are always on a Saturday, to enable those who work to attend. De-
tails are always in the Newsletter.

Last year we did not hold the quiz, taking the reduced level of attendance
at the last one as a sign that its popularity has waned. Please let me
know if you want it to resume, and your committee will happily arrange
another brain-teaser. It too used to be a major fund-raiser.

Now it just remains for me to thank my loyal and enthusiastic committee
members. Thank you all for your hard work, and support. We are always
looking for new members of the committee to enhance our ideas, after all
many of us have been on it for more years than we care to remember —
so if you want to join the organising group of your Association, please
speak to one of us. We have two new members, whom we are to elect
later in this meeting, who agreed to join us after the last A G M. So if you
are an organiser or an ideas person come and join us.

| think you will agree we have a lot of fun together in the various activities
we share, and it is not all about fundraising; there are ample opportunities
to socialise, make friends and to enjoy your membership.

Finally, if you enjoy your membership of North Worcestershire, please tell
your friends - new members are always welcome. Joining up is a painless
exercise.

Again thank you for all your support of what is your Association. It is with
confidence that we go forward into our 24" year.

Thank you.
JOHN WEBB
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MINUTES OF THE NWANT AGM HELD AT TAR-
DEBIGGE COMMUNITY HALL ON THURSDAY
15" MARCH 2018

1. The Chairman, John Webb, welcomed all those present to the 24"
AGM of NWANT. There were 44 members present.

2. The Minutes of the AGM held on 16" March 2017 were read by the
Chairman and were accepted as correct — proposed by Janet Miller, se-
conded by Chris Smith, and signed as correct by the Chairman.

3. Matters arising — there were no matters arising.
4. Chairman’s Report - John Webb — see previous pages.

5. Treasurer’'s Report - The Treasurer reported that income this year
was up by approximately £700, owing mainly to the increase in subscrip-
tions, but with a slight reduction in membership. Raffles income had re-
mained unchanged, rambles had almost doubled, outings had raised
£1000 and the holiday £200. A contribution had been given to Tarde-
bigge Hall towards the cost of the new driveway. The acceptance of the
accounts was proposed by Irene Rhead, seconded by Ann Hall and ac-
cepted.

6. Appointment of Auditor for 2018 Accounts — proposed by John
Rhead, seconded by Jean Webb and carried.

7. Proposed donations to National Trust properties — The Treasurer
had received requests from the following properties: Kinver Edge, Dud-
maston, Packwood House, Baddesley Clinton, Croome, the Firs and Han-
bury. After discussion the following were agreed: Kinver Rock Houses —
Belfast sink and stand £300; Packwood — 2 benches £1000; Croome —
hire or purchase of apple press and scratter - £750 to purchase; Hanbury
— 2 replacement museum vacuums and dahlia and chrysanthemum plants
£635; Baddesley Clinton — bespoke garden labels £500; The Firs — flat
screen TV £300. Total for donations £3860. The Treasurer (Robert Trig-
ger) proposed agreement to these donations, seconded by Margaret Cole
and agreed.

page 7



8. Election of Officers and Committee Members for 2018 — The
Chairman stood down at this point. The outgoing Chairman asked
Janet Miller to stand in and oversee the election of the Chairman for
2018-19. John Webb was proposed by Rosemarie Davies, second-
ed by George Shipman and duly elected as Chairman for 2018/19.
The newly elected Chairman then returned to preside over the meet-
ing and election of Officers/Committee Members as below:

Vice Chair & Catering — Janet Miller: proposed Margaret Cole,
seconded Ann Hall, carried.

Secretary — Carole Trigger: proposed Dorothy Cracknell, seconded
John Rhead, carried.

Treasurer — Robert Trigger: proposed Edna Braithwaite, seconded
Robert Watson, carried.

New Members of Committee
Trish Buckley (Minutes Secretary), Jo Fisher and John Rhead: pro-
posed Carole Trigger, seconded Janet Miller, carried.

Other Committee Members to be re-elected en bloc in role stated for
a further year:

Betty Millward, Ron Millward (Membership), Will Owens (Newsletter/
Publicity), Carol Christian (talks — with Carole Trigger), Jean Webb
(Outings and Raffles), Steve Harper (Rambles), Rosemarie Davies
(refreshments), Jean Collins (Annual Dinner): proposed Jean Webb,
seconded Robert Watson, carried.

The Chairman thanked everyone and declared the Officers and
Committee Members in post for 2018-19.

9. Any Other Business — Chairman reminded all present that there
would be a walk on Saturday, 14 April 2018, meeting at the Crown at
Claverdon, 09:45 for 10:00 hrs start. He also drew attention to a trip
to Shugborough Hall on Saturday, 14 July 2018, application forms
available at this meeting.

The meeting closed at 20:24 hrs.

The next AGM will take place on Thursday, 21 March 2019.
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On the following

two pages you

will find

Booking Forms

for all of this

year's day trips.

You can also find these forms on our website -

www.nwant.btck.co.uk
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LACOCK ABBEY Wednesday June 20",
To: R. Trigger, 64 Kidderminster Road, Bromsgrove B61 2JY, Tel. 01527 876074

Please book............... places @ £17.50 each. Total.......c.ccccevviiiiiiiiiienene
Cheque enclosed for total of £.........cccccevvvveeeenns

We wish to board at Redditch/Bromsgrove/Droitwich (delete as required)

NN F= T 4= £ PR

P 0 [0 [ (=TT TS

SHUGBOROUGH Saturday July 14™
To: R. Trigger, 64 Kidderminster Road, Bromsgrove B61 7JY, Tel. 01527 876074

Please book................ places @ £14.00 each. Total £......................

| / We wish to board at Redditch Community Centre, Easemore Road / Broms-
grove School Drive / Droitwich Victoria Square (delete as required)

Will you be walking? Yes / No (delete as required)
NN F= T =Y £ PRSPPI
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HARDWICK HALL Thursday July 26",
To: R. Trigger, 64 Kidderminster Road, Bromsgrove B61 2JY, Tel. 01527 876074

Please book ............... places @ £17.50 each. Total........................

Cheque enclosed for total of £...............ccoonne
We wish to board at Droitwich/Redditch/Bromsgrove (delete as required)

BRISTOL Tuesday September 4™
To R. Trigger, 64 Kidderminster Road, Bromsgrove B61 2JY, Tel. 01527 876074

Please book ................. places @ £12.50 each. Total....................

Cheque enclosed for total of £.................ccoennn.
We wish to board at Redditch/Bromsgrove/Droitwich (delete as required)

BERRINGTON HALL Tuesday October 2™
To: R. Trigger, 64 Kidderminster Road, Bromsgrove B61 2JY, Tel. 01527 876074

Please book................ places @ £12.50 each. Total......................
Cheque enclosed for total of £........................
We wish to board at Redditch/Bromsgrove/Droitwich (delete as required)
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THANK YOU FROM THE FIRS

This is a thank you message received from The Firs (Elgar Museum) as the
NWANT agreed to a donation of £300 for a flat screen TV.

Dear Robert

| wanted to let you know that we’ve just taken receipt of your generous donation
towards the creation of a new area for the orientation AV display at The Firs
(Elgar Museum).

This will be of huge benefit to the property as it will enable us to provide a higher
quality introduction to the life and works of Elgar for our visitors, as well as free-
ing up the Carice Room for other activities to enhance the visitor experience.
Please do pass on my grateful thanks to your colleagues and | do hope | will be
able to catch up with you and the North Worcestershire Association on the com-
pletion of the new area.

Once again, thank you for your kind donation.

Kind regards, Stuart
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Astwood Bank Walk - Saturday 10th February 2018.

The forecast was not good, and it was raining when we arrived at
Astwood Bank, but there were soon 13 brave walkers ready to go. The
rain stopped, and we just had the odd shower while walking. The original
route for the walk was very muddy, so we walked along more lanes to
avoid the worst of the mud.

We set off from the Bell Inn, and walked to Sambourne, where we
stopped to inspect the war memorial. There was a nice looking pub called
The Green Dragon. Then we continued across fields until we were nearly
at Coughton Court. We used the Sambourne Lane to return to the village
of the same name, and then back to Astwood Bank.

We then had a nice lunch at The Bell, where there was a daily 2-course
menu for £6.00 or £5.50 for pensioners.

Our thanks to Julie Bird, Carol Christian and Anne Vernon for leading the
walk.

Claverdon Walk - Saturday 14th April 2018.
Wot no rain? Mud, mud, and more mud!

After many wet days, we awoke to a fine day, with clear blue sky and sunshine.
Ten walkers met up at The Crown in Claverdon, near Henley-in-Arden. A lunch
menu was passed around, and we all ordered lunch before setting off.

After the first couple of hundred yards along roads, we joined a footpath, or ra-
ther, a MUDpath! It was thick, clinging mud, and our feet sunk some inches into
it, which made progress slow and difficult. Some of the fields that we crossed
were also waterlogged, and is was always a relief when we came to a short
stretch of road, where we could stamp off the mud, our boots feeling much light-
er! There were several stiles and gates, and some of these had large puddles
around them (see the picture on the left).

We had a stop at All Saints Church at Preston Bagot, where we sat in the sun
and had a drink. In a field adjacant to the church were some sheep and lambs,
who seemed quite interested in us.

After walking just over 4 miles, which felt like twice the length, we reached The
Crown again, and after changing our footwear, had a welcome lunch.

Our thanks go again to David for leading an excellent walk.

page 13



COACH OUTINGS 2018

Once again we have arranged six outings during spring and summer.
We have chosen a variety of places and there should be something to
interest everyone. Details follow and bookings should be made through
ROBERT TRIGGER using the pull-out centre pages. Please PROVIDE
A SEPARATE CHEQUE FOR EACH OUTING, PAYABLE TO
N.W.ANN.T. In the event of your cancelling on the day, or being late,
please ring JEAN, the organizer, on mobile 07731 341446. In addition to
the coach fare, non-Trust members should expect to pay the entry fee to
Trust properties. Please REMEMBER YOUR N.T. MEMBERSHIP
CARD.

We look forward to welcoming you on the outings and hope you’ll enjoy
the experience.

PICK-UP POINTS - Redditch - Community Centre, Easemore Road
Bromsgrove - School Drive
Droitwich - Victoria Square

DETAILS OF OUTINGS

LACOCK ABBEY, FOX TALBOT MUSEUM & VILLAGE, near Chip-
penham. WEDNESDAY JUNE 20th. COST £17.50 each. N.T. property.
The abbey was established here in 1232, nestled by the river Avon. It
was turned from a nunnery into a tasteful home. There are attractive
grounds, including woods, botanic garden, greenhouse and orchard.
The work of Henry Fox Talbot, who created the first photographic nega-
tive is celebrated in the museum. The village, the backdrop to a number
of period TV series, is beautiful, with many timber framed cottages and
offers excellent tea-rooms and shops.

PICK-UP TIMES - Redditch 8.20; Bromsgrove 8.40; Droitwich 9.00am
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SHUGBOROUGH, Staffordshire - SATURDAY JULY 14th. COST
£14.00 each to include the coach fare and walk. N.T. property.

A visit to Shugborough with an optional walk!

We hope to arrive at Shugborough around 10am, have a comfort break
and drink, then walk approximately 4 miles in the extensive Shugborough
estate. The planned walk may be altered depending on the weather etc.
We will then be able to return to the coach to change footwear and ac-
cess bags. The restaurant serves meals, but they cannot make reserva-
tions. The afternoon is free to explore the property, and we will leave at
5pm.

PICK-UP TIMES - Droitwich 8.00; Bromsgrove 8.20; Redditch 8.40am

HARDWICK HALL, Derbyshire. THURSDAY JULY 26th. COST £17.50
each.

N.T. property.

Bess of Hardwick built Hardwick in late 16" century, and it has evolved
over the centuries. Find out about Bess and Duchess Evelyn and the fa-
mous “Noble Women” embroideries. See the newly restored icehouse
and duck decoy; and visit the Great Barn Restaurant.

PICK-UP TIMES - Droitwich 8.20; Bromsgrove 8.40; Redditch 9.00am

BRISTOL. TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 4th. Cost £12.50 each.

This is a free-flow, do it yourself day in the attractive and interesting city
of Bristol. Bristol offers shops, a cathedral, historic docks and the oppor-
tunity to visit the amazing SS Great Britain.

PICK-UP TIMES - Redditch 08.20; Bromsgrove 08.40; Droitwich 9.00am

BERRINGTON HALL, near Leominster. TUESDAY OCTOBER 2nd.
Cost 12.50 each. N.T. property.

This fine Georgian mansion lies within ‘Capability’ Brown’s final garden
and landscape. See the Walled Garden and Pleasure Grounds restora-
tion project. Discover Brown’s Red Earth “Genius Loci” exhibition in the
parkland. Visit new Stables Cafe.

PICK-UP TIMES - Redditch 08.20; Bromsgrove 08.40; Droitwich 9.00am
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2018 ANNUAL DINNER

Our Annual Dinner has been arranged for 2018 on Friday 19 Octo-
ber at Bromsgrove Golf Club at 7 pm for 7.30pm. We would be
pleased for you to join us.

The cost of this year’s meal is £23.00 per person. The menu con-
sists of three courses followed by tea or coffee. The menu choices
are as follows:

Starters:

1. Rich Tomato and Basil Soup with a fresh baked granary roll
2. Salmon and Prawn Cocktail mixed leaves, granary bread &
butter with Bloody Mary dressing

3. Applewood Smoked Cheddar and Red Onion Tartlet with
dressed leaves and citrus créme fraiche

Mains:

1. Roast Silverside of Beef with Yorkshire pudding and horse-
radish gravy

2. Baby Spinach and Wild Mushroom Risotto with sunblush
tomato and Parmesan

3. Poached Supreme of Chicken served with a creamy mush-
room and brandy sauce

4. Baked Supreme of Salmon served with a smooth hollan-
daise sauce

Desserts:
1. Apple and Mixed Berry Crumble served with creme Anglaise
2. Chocolate Profiteroles with whipped cream

A donation for the raffle would be much appreciated. Please speak
to Jean Webb.
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NWANT ANNUAL DINNER -
Friday 19th October

Please return form with cheque payable to NWANT for £23.00 per person
to:

Jean Collins, 29 Impney Way, Droitwich Spa, WR9 7EJ.
By 12 October 2018

| enclose a cheque for £ made payable to NWANT.

Please book the following menu choices for:

Name

Tel Number

Email Address

Name S M D
Name S M D
Name S M D
Name S M D
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N.T. TEA ROTA

Many thanks for the Volunteers who made tea/coffee last year.

To avoid the same people volunteering, | would like people to let
me know if they are willing to help in the future.

The following have volunteered for 2018 -
17th May 2018 — Penny & Will Owens

21st June 2018 — Jim & Doreen Moore

19th July 2018 - NO MEETING

16th August 2018 - NO MEETING

20th September 2018 - to be arranged.

What'’s involved!!

Arrive 20 minutes before meeting starts to set up cups and
saucers, etc.

Make tea/coffee as meeting finishes.

Minimum of two people required each date.

Wash up and clear away.

| will be there to provide support, tea/coffee, milk, etc. and help
with the washing up. Looking forward with eager anticipation of
your help during 2018.

Rosemarie Davies.
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WALKS

We meet at 09:45 for a 10:00am start to our walks. There is a £1-50
charge to walkers which helps support various NT projects. Unless oth-
erwise stated, walkers bring their own refreshments for a mid walk
break.

The following walks have been arranged for 2018 -

Saturday 9th June - to be confirmed.

Saturday 14th July - Coach Outing to Shugborough.

Saturday 11th August - to be confirmed.

Saturday 8th September - David Georgeson. Meet at the Lickey Hills
Visitor Centre. Warren Lane, Rednal, Birmingham, West Midlands, B45
8ER

Saturday 13th October - to be confirmed.

Saturday 10th November - to be confirmed.

Saturday 8th December - NO WALK!.

Please check the website for details of future walks, or late chang-
es to those already advertised.

Please contact the Walks Coordinator for further details-

SAFETY NOTES:

WALKERS are reminded that they walk entirely at their own risk and the Associ-
ation cannot be held responsible for any misadventure or accident involving an individ-
ual or the walking group as a result of the walk. It is for each participant to decide on
their own fitness before joining the walk, and to dress and wear suitable footwear ap-
propriate to the walk and the weather of the day. Members who have a mobile phone
are requested to bring this with them for use in the event of an emergency.
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ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Role

Chairman
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership

Newsletter
& Publicity
Talks

Outings
Walks

Name

John Webb
Janet Miller
Carole Trigger
Robert Trigger
Betty &

Ron Millward

Will Owens
Carol Christian &
Carole Trigger
Jean Webb

Steve Harper

Refreshments Rosemarie Davies

Raffles
Catering
Minute
Secretary
Committee
Member
Committee
Member
Committee
Member

Jean Webb
Janet Miller

Trish Buckley
Jean Collins
Jo Fisher

John Rhead

Unforeseen Weather

In the event of inclement weather conditions, and there is a likelihood
a meeting may be cancelled, please call one of the above Committee

Members.
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Tel. No.

01527 835895
01299 851589
01527 876074
01527 876074

01527 523805

01905 381757
01527 543903
01527 876074
01527 835895
01905 795661
01527 332921
01527 835895
01299 851589

07818 047561
01905 774592
01527 64389

01527 870488

E-Mail



