PROVISIONAL PLAN FOR SHUGBOROUGH WALK 2018
This plan is only provisional and may change due to conditions on the day. Walkers can leave the walk at any time, and there
are options to do part of the walk only.
Please dress appropriately for the conditions, for example, sunscreen, sun hat and water may be needed if sunny, or
waterproofs if wet. Things can be left on the coach.
We, the walkers, hope to lunch in the restaurant near the mansion, but we are unable to reserve seats. Anyone would be
welcome to join us, but the restaurant staff may prefer a more staggered flow.
There are plenty of picnic areas if anyone would prefer to bring their own drinks and lunch.
A buggy is available from the entrance to the mansion.

General Plan of the Day
We hope to arrive about 10am, be greeted by Shugborough staff, and issued with timed tickets for the afternoon for the
Lichfield Apartments of the photographer, Lord Lichfield. Non National Trust members may need to pay entrance fee.
Anyone not wanting to do the walk is free to explore the estate at leisure.
Toilets are available near the entrance and in the Park Farm
buildings.
The walkers will start with a drink break at the Park Farm café
(open from 9.30 am) about 200 yards from the entrance, then walk
around the estate until lunch time, approximately 1pm. Walkers are then free to explore the estate.
Be back at the coach ready to leave at 5pm.
The Walk
There are no stiles on the walk, but several gates, and the walk is undertaken
entirely at participant’s own risk.
Walk out of the Park Farm main entrance, turn right to the first point of interest,
the Tower of the Winds.
Walk through the small path and gate to the main path to the mansion. Continue
straight on down the smaller path where the mansion can be seen. This section
forms part of the Staffordshire Way.

Continue to the Essex Bridge and cross the river Trent.
Beyond is the canal with locks.
Return over the Essex Bridge, then turn right
near this building (marked Private). A few yards
along this gravel path, branch right.

Pass the Shepherd’s Monument on the left, then
over the bridge by the Chinese house onto the
island, and walk to the Cat’s Monument.

Return over the bridge, and continue near the river bank to the
Ruin, where the far side of the mansion can be seen.

The walk continues back past Park Farm. The walk so far has
been fairly flat and on tarmac or gravel paths, where every day
footwear maybe suitable. The rest of the walk is over mown grass
and woodland, and there are some uphill sections. Care must
also be taken on the short sections of estate roadway used by vehicles.

We then pass the car park and take the exit
road over the railway bridge, taking the first
gate on the right, and heading for the gate in
the middle of the field. We go to the left of the
trees ahead, and round to the right to Hadrian’s
Arch at the top of the hill.

Next we head down towards the
footpath marker post and the entrance
road. We cross the road (mind any
cars!) to view the Lanthorn of
Demosthenes.

If anyone wants to leave the walk here, the road can be followed back to the Park Farm area, or
Mansion.
Crossing back over the road, we enter the woodland, indicated
by Will.

The path then goes uphill through the woodland to a clearing where the arch can be
seen. The paths through the woods are reasonable, but not well marked. We continue
along then down, and (hopefully) come out through the gate further down the exit
road (again, mind the cars).
We then walk along this estate road, over the railway bridge, and back to the carpark
and coach if required.
Those who wish to can lunch at the restaurant near the Mansion.

An Additional Walk
On our recce we also walked to Great Haywood Cliffs and Quarry beyond the Essex and canal bridges. It was uphill on
pasture containing cattle, and we photographed the cliffs and quarry, which were both fenced in. It took us just over half an
hour from the bridges.

