Next Week’s Worship – 8th December 2013                                                                                                            

Second Sunday of Advent

8.00am:        Holy Communion

9.30am:        Parish Eucharist with Revd Poppy Hughes

Readings:      Isaiah 11.1-10; Romans 15.4-13; Matthew 3.1-12

4.00pm:       Christingle Service

This week’s Diary commencing 2nd December 2013

	Monday:
	1.00pm
	Funeral of Dean (Amaziah) Hamilton at Westerleigh Crematorium

	Tuesday:
	9.30am
	Prayer Circle leaders meeting 

	Wednesday:
	9.30am

10.30am

3.00pm
	Holy Communion at Tetbury Church 

Visiting Group meet 

Interment of ashes of Dean (Amaziah) Hamilton at St Saviours

	Thursday:
	2.30pm for 3pm

5.20pm
	Julian Group meet 

Christmas lights switch on event

	Saturday:
	7.00pm
	Miscellany Concert in Tetbury Church


Parish Priest’s Day off: Monday

Prayer List   (Please pray daily for the sick and departed)
Monday: 
Nigel, Bessie, Neil, Mrs G
Tuesday: 
Lelya, Karen, Sue

Wednesday:
Ella, Kelly, Graeme, Elsie

Thursday:
Tony, Chrissy’s father
Friday:

Mark, Pam, Olivia
Departed: 
Elsie Wilkins, Lillian Aviss, Dean (Amaziah) Hamilton, Rosalind Forrest, Lydia Blackmore
Praying for the Town: The Green

Parish Priest: Revd Poppy Hughes, The Vicarage, 6 The Green, Tetbury, GL8 8DN.  Tel: 01666 502333   Day off: Monday                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
e-mail: poppy_hughes@hotmail.co.uk
TETBURY PARISH CHURCH

First Sunday of Advent                                    1st December 2013

Welcome to all visitors and those new to the Church. We particularly welcome the family and friends of Oscar Hennessy-Harris who is to be baptised this morning.  Please make yourselves known to us. Coffee will be served at the front after the 9.30am service.  Join us if you can.  

There is a loop system for the hard of hearing, and large print copies of the service and the hymn book are available from the sidesmen.

All are invited to come to the altar at the time of Communion.  Members of other churches who would receive at their own church are welcome to do so here.  If receiving communion is not appropriate, please come up to receive a blessing (it helps us if you bring a service book to indicate if you would prefer to receive a blessing).  If you would like Communion brought to you please tell one of the sidesmen.

Worship Today

8.00am:
Holy Communion

9.30am:
Parish Eucharist with Baptism with Revd Poppy Hughes

Hymns:

24, 40, 26, Sheet
Anthem:
The truth from above – arr. Vaughan Williams

People look East – trad. arr. Martin Shaw

6.00pm

Advent Carol Service
Collect 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to put on the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; that on the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.


Notices

The Traidcraft stall will be open today after the 9.30 Service.

Revd Poppy Hughes will be away on retreat Wednesday 4th - Friday 6th December

Coffee Rota – Volunteers are needed to join the declining band of willing helpers that serve tea and coffee after the 9.30 Communion service. Names to the parish office. Thank you
Energy Reduction Initiative – We are trying hard to reduce the overall costs of the church to help manage the large projected increase in fuel bills. A programme to improve lighting with better and more efficient fittings is underway and we are looking into the way we heat the church.

Your help is needed. Please keep doors closed wherever possible, particularly the outside doors, to retain the heating we have available and to reduce draughts. Any additional suggestions would be very welcome. Please contact the wardens.

Date for your diary!  We’ll be joining up with the Tetbury Area Churches Together for carol singing in the Market Place at 11am on Saturday 14th December.  Do come and join in! 

On Tuesday 10th December from 9.15am until noon some of the children from St Mary’s School will be visiting the church to ‘Experience Christmas’.  We need large pots, a broom (besom) sheepskin rug, a jar of sweet smelling ointment, a crib, some straw.  See poster and sign up if you are able to help. Any queries please contact Janet Edwards. We also need a few people to help shepherd the children around the church on that day. Thank you for your help.

Channel 5 is screening a mini series of Bible dramatisations on Saturday evenings at 9pm. Supporting resources are available from Bible Society and the dedicated web site http://www.thebibleuk.org/
There will be no Saturday morning prayers in December.

Jigsaw puzzles are a great favourite with Holiday @ Home. I have had a plea for complete unwanted ones, which will be very welcome during the long winter days. Alison Hesketh
Thank you to all those who have volunteered to collect for either Christian Aid or The Philippines Appeal.  There are now enough collectors for the former but I am still in need of more collectors for The Philippines Appeal which is a street collection in Market Place, Church Street and Long Street areas on both Friday 13 and Saturday 14 December between 9 am and 6 pm. Please sign up for an hour if you possibly can. I will get in touch with everyone before the events but if you need more information please contact me Alison Hesketh.
 

Thursday 5th December Community Christmas Lights switch on. Assemble in Tetbury Church at 5.20pm for torchlight procession. 

Saturday 7th December, Swindon Brass Band, talented local performers and festive community singing will together make a musical Christmas Miscellany Concert in Tetbury Church. Doors will open at 6.30pm for a 7.00pm start. Tickets are £5.00 each available from Sue Hirst. They are also available to buy at The Tourist Information Centre or at the door on the night. Light refreshments will be available during the interval and the profits from the event will go towards the ‘Christmas in Tetbury’ and the Church’s Fabric fund.

The next OMF Prayer Group will meet tomorrow at 2.30pm until 4.00pm. All welcome. Thank you for your prayers and enquiries. All the OMF missionaries are the Filipino pastors are safe. The two young Canadian/Filipinos on Samar are helping with the clean up. They were very frightened during the hurricane.

Parish Administrator: Diana Sharp, All items for inclusion in the Sunday news-sheets should be sent by Thursday 8.30am at the latest. Tel: 01666 500088; e-mail: office@tetburychurch.co.uk
Parish Office: The Parish Office will be open 9.00am – 12noon Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday & 9.00am – 11.00am Friday

Treasurer: All financial enquiries e-mail: treasurer@tetburychurch.co.uk
web-site: www.tetburychurch.co.uk
Sunday 1st December 2013

First Sunday of Advent 

Old Testament                                              Isaiah 2.1-5
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!

New Testament                                 Romans 13.11-14
Brothers and sisters, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

Gospel                                                 Matthew 24.36-44
Jesus spoke to his disciples: ‘About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.’ 

