TILLICOULTRY, COALSNAUGHTON & DEVONSIDE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 11 DECEMBER 2018 AT 7.00 PM
AT COALSNAUGHTON VILLAGE HALL
Present – Tom Allan, Jane Edwards, Ian Gordon, Ewart McAuslane, Ian Millar, Elma Mitchell, Alex Robertson, Cammy Robertson, Damian Sherwood-Johnson, Mick Taylor, Melanie White and Elizabeth Young.

In Attendance – PC Dawn Grant, Councillor Martha Benny, and two members of the public (Brian Cuthbert-Imrie and one Coalsnaugton resident).

Apologies – Robert McAulay and Robert McClelland.  Councillor Helen Lewis.
Chairperson’s remarks – DS-J welcomed everyone to the meeting, noting the good turnout.  There are several other items to discuss in addition to the agenda, if there is sufficient time.  
Police report – Copies of PC Grant’s monthly report will be placed on the CC notice boards.  Other points raised:

(a)
MT mentioned his concerns re speeding traffic/dangerous driving on the B9140 (Fishcross approach to Coalsnaughton).  MW also mentioned several dangerous overtaking incidents she has encountered on the bends on this road.  MW read out copy correspondence sent to her from MSP Keith Brown’s office (in response to last month’s minutes), detailing the council’s plans to carry out analyses then install the necessary speed reduction and traffic management treatments during their 2019/20 financial year.  In the meantime, PC Grant said that she will discuss this with PC Miller with a view to arranging speed gun checks.  DS-J also mentioned that Cllr Lewis had advised him that she plans to discuss this plus the spate of car thefts with Chief Inspector Sinclair;

(b)
There is no update on the ‘Tilly Boys’ vandalism, and it would appear that this has abated for now;

(c)
A Coalsnaughton resident attended tonight’s meeting due to some residents’ concerns about the safety/behaviour of children accessing a nearby commercial property.  Clacks Council have confirmed that they are unable to help as it is privately owned.  Following a detailed discussion, PC Grant agreed to keep an eye on it, advising anyone to phone the police on 101 to report future nuisance behaviour.  ACTION: EMcA to report this issue to SEPA plus advise the property’s owner/landlord.
Minutes of November meeting – These had been distributed prior to the meeting.  DS-J advised the CC that following a meeting with the Tilly Ladies last week, a sentence had already been removed from the draft Minutes which stated that none of the Tilly Ladies had attended November’s meeting despite being invited.  However, this was not correct as they had not in fact been invited, and amended pages have already been placed on our two notice boards and online.  It was confirmed at tonight’s meeting that future Minutes must be approved at the following meeting before they are made available to the public.  The November Minutes were then proposed by EM and seconded by MT.

Gala Day – IM said that it would be helpful to have a public meeting soon to see who turns up and who can help out with any of the roles.  EMcA confirmed that the gala is currently financially safe but that there are insufficient helpers.  ACTIONS: (1) EMcA will liaise with IM then update the list of tasks for helpers; (2) EMcA to provisionally book a band for event on Father’s Day and will let them know if we subsequently agree to hold this on another date; (3) MW to book Ben Cleuch Centre for Tue 15 January.
Matters arising (not on the Action List)
Community councillors: DS-J congratulated JE following her co-option last month.  He also welcomed Cammy Robertson as a new associate member; he works as a community engagement support intern for Volunteer Scotland and we hope to hear more about this from him either tonight or at next month’s meeting.
Murray Clock power box keys: EMcA now has two sets of keys for this.

Christmas lights switch on: Following EMcA’s suggestion, it was agreed that each year’s Gala King and Queen should turn on the lights henceforth.  

Action list – see separate sheet for ongoing actions.

Village & Townscape Initiative – Cllr Benny said there is nil new to report but that she will have a better idea by January/February.  DS-J queried if the funds remain safeguarded, which has previously been confirmed, and Cllr Benny said that, as far as she is aware, this should still be the case as she has not heard anything to the contrary.  ACTION: DS-J will meet with Sustrans, a government public agency, in January to discuss how they can assist the CC through the process.
Council budget cuts – the budget consultation is still in progress and can be found online.  Cllr Benny said that things are becoming very difficult as Clacks Council must make a saving in the region of £6 million.  DS-J reiterated that the CC is being realistic about this but that it would be helpful if we could be informed early of any planned cuts/closures.  There was also a discussion about the blue box collections ceasing (scheduled for early next year).
Treasurer’s report – EMcA: the full Christmas lights expenses are not yet known, but once these have been paid all monies owed to the Tilly Ladies will be transferred to them. The CC bank signatories have been updated for all four accounts.  The £600 annual community council grant from Clacks Council should be in our account soon.  He attended a Joint Community Council Forum (JCCF) meeting re insurance yesterday and confirmed that we are covered by an overarching policy for all CCs, paid for by Clacks Council; he will prepare a spreadsheet for all CCs as part of the JCCF and will provide us with briefing notes once completed.  We also have our own individual insurance policy. 
Secretary’s report – MW reported that she still hasn’t received much correspondence as yet but that this should resolve soon once the new CC e-mail address is better known.  

Planning report – MT: nil to report.

Social Committee report – there is no hoolie in Coalsnaughton Village Hall this year for a variety of reasons, including problems finding a band.  ACTION: to be discussed early next year.  Is there sufficient demand? (Devonvale Hall’s hoolie has already sold out this year.)
Community Action Plan – Mill Glen Action Group: JE reported that Volunteers Matter had provided a grant of £250 which paid for the bulbs that were recently planted in the glen.  High Street: EY continues to receive good support from the local businesses, and the High Street is already looking a lot better.  She needs to make a few phone calls regarding some painting and tidying up that still needs to be done.

EDF – EMcA said that there is a meeting in January regarding provision of the 2019 microgrants.  The scheme will re-open and be advertised.  He will query with them if the amount can be increased from £250 each, or if there can be more than 6 x £250 microgrants.  EMcA stressed the difference that the EDF funds are making to the community, eg funding lights going up and down, and to let him know of any group that may benefit from a grant.
Sports Hub – MT: nil to report as he has not yet had any further communication.

Councillor’s report – Cllr Benny mentioned queries that had been raised with her re the EDF boundaries.
AOCB – AR reminded the CC of the gymnasium that is currently under construction in Devonside which will be a great addition to the community.

DS-J advised the CCs about the meeting that he, MW and EY had attended with the Tilly Ladies last week.  This was a very productive and helpful meeting.  We hope to improve communication between the two groups and that they will become active partners with us in future projects such as the forthcoming village and townscape initiative.  As previously mentioned, we need to calculate the monies that are owed to the Tilly Ladies.  Regarding the EDF grant for Christmas lights, should some of this be used to fund new lights in Coalsnaughton/Devonside?  The CC needs to have a meeting re the lights in January/February, by which time EMcA should hopefully have all the up-to-date figures.  

Cllr Benny said that perhaps the CC should put fliers through the doors of the new builds in Coalsnaughton to make them aware of the CC.
The next meeting of the CC will be held on Tuesday 8 January at the Ben Cleuch Centre, Tillicoultry, at 7.00 pm.
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