TILLICOULTRY, COALSNAUGHTON & DEVONSIDE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 10 APRIL 2018 AT 7.00 PM
AT THE BEN CLEUCH CENTRE, TILLICOULTRY
Present – Tom Allan, Ian Gordon, Ewart McAuslane, Ian Millar, Elma Mitchell, Damian Sherwood-Johnson, Mick Taylor, Melanie White and Elizabeth Young.

In Attendance – Stuart Crickmar (Head of Strategy & Customer Services at Clackmannanshire Council), Councillor Helen Lewis, PC James Miller and one member of the public, Sylvia Hay.

Apologies – Jane Edwards, Robert McClelland and John Mitchell.  

Chairperson’s remarks – DS-J welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He would like to remind community councillors to convey apologies in advance of any meetings they are unable to attend.  
Police report – Copies of PC James Miller’s monthly report will be placed on the CC notice boards.  Other points discussed:

(a)
PC Miller urged extra vigilance due to the recent increase in acquisitive crimes in Tillicoultry and 
surrounding areas.  Locks are being snapped with a lock-breaking device.  Look out for a small 
white box van.  Please report any suspicious activities to the police or Crimestoppers;

(b)
an anonymous report had been received regarding a firearm being discharged in the allotment 
area.  However, this was pest control and the person responsible has relevant certification and had 
advised the police in advance;

(c)
EMcA queried the security of a property at Moss Road (there have been reports of children 
entering the premises, drinking, etc).  PC Miller said that he has spoken with the property owner’s 
stepson who said that a joiner would be dealing with this.  PC Miller plans to check that this has 
been done at the weekend.

Minutes of last meeting – these had been distributed and were approved.  Proposed by IG and seconded by EM.

Council budget cuts – there is no update re the Coalsnaughton Cafe Society.  ACTION: DS-J to contact Nicola Mitchell of the Cafe Society.
Action list 

Village & Small Townscape Initiative – Stuart Crickmar confirmed that £450,000 had initially been available but there is now a suspension on these funds, to be reviewed over the summer.  DS-J commented that we were disappointed about the lack of communication from the council.  Despite the current status and there being no guarantee that this can be fulfilled, Stuart said that it is worth proceeding with community engagement as there is a long lead in (can be 18 months) and that grant funding may be available for design, etc.  It was agreed that the CC should press ahead with plans this year and have a community consultation, without raising expectations.  Stuart pointed out that the Scottish government is more interested in social enterprises rather than the public realm.  Cllr Lewis mentioned that this is a major transport hub and shopping centre, so it is important that the High Street looks the part and to encourage shoppers from Sterling into the town, and we need to interest the council and funders and nibble away at other funds.  Stuart will feedback tonight’s discussions to the relevant people at the council and liaise with Cllr Lewis.  Would it be feasible to set up a development trust?  ACTION: continue to plan to build upon the Community Action Plan and develop this further.  Incrementally make improvements.  Continue to engage with Stuart, local groups and elected members/funding.  Invite Anthea from CTSI to next meeting.  Hold consultation event in autumn.  Sub-group meeting to be set up.
Transfer of charitable funds – Stuart Crickmar believes that Legal Services should deal with this, and he will speak to their new manager tomorrow about this.
Seating on cycle path west of Tillicoultry – EMcA spoke to Caroline at Clackmannanshire Council who said that two sites have yet to be identified (one at the Tillicoultry end and the other at the Alva end).

Participation request at Moss Road – EMcA said that if the joinery work (discussed earlier with PC Miller) is not carried out, we need to work out the next course of action and possibly may have to invite Lesley Baillie to our next meeting.

Siting of defibrillator – EY has discussed this with local businesses.  Ochil Eyes are very keen to have this sited outside their premises, and EY is having a meeting with their landlord tomorrow to discuss this further.  IM thanked EY for all her help.  IM also provided information on a special offer for a defibrillator and a secure box.  Perhaps an EDF grant may pay for the installation costs, and EMcA said that an application could be made for Tillicoultry in spring and Coalsnaughton in autumn (a site for Coalsnaughton has yet to be established).  Also, it would be useful to have a defibrillation fund, and we will be happy to accept any donations if offered.  
Coalsnaughton Main Street – MT has discussed this with Social Housing who have said that they’ll deal with the property that they own.  The other property has been bought and sub-let, and attempts are being made to establish the identity of the landlord.  ACTION: EMcA to contact the council to find out if they have checked the property that they own.  
Treasurer’s report – EMcA provided the following account balances:

Gala £2,234.

Over-70s £1,029.

Lights £2,477 - mostly held on behalf of Tilly Ladies.  (EY said that she’s happy to help RMcC with Christmas lights.)

Main circa £13,000 (most of which is committed as follows £2,250 balance of events, £5,000 Coalsnaughton Hall, £500 microgrant and £2,000 solar farm funds, leaving £3,656 uncommitted from which the secretary’s expenses have yet to be deducted).
Secretary’s report – EMcA will attend forthcoming training for the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR), which come into force next month.  DS-J said that we need to have guidance for CCs re Facebook, our website, etc.  ACTION: review data protection at the next meeting.  

Lesley Baillie has advised EMcA that systems are in place to report complaints about Clackmannanshire Council’s lack of response to any queries.  However, EMcA said that this involves a fair bit of admin work.  (MW offered to help EMcA with chasing up queries, etc.)
A Short-Life Working Group has been set up, a review of the scheme for CCs.  They are looking for a Code of Conduct to be put in place re community councillors.  EMcA will attend a meeting in Alva later this month.

A letter has been received from Strathcarron Hospice, thanking the CC for their donation of £304 (the proceeds from the Hogmanay Hoolie in Coalsnaughton).

EDF – Two microgrants were approved, ie (1) Wee County Men’s Shed for the installation of a dust extractor, and (2) funding for horticultural training for a Tillicoultry resident who will then be able to help public groups with support and advice (it is estimated that this will benefit 75 people).
AOCB – EY had been approached by a member of the public complaining that the dog litter bins were full as they have not been emptied for some time.  EMcA said that he will report this tomorrow.

Litter pick - ‘Keep Tilly Terrific’ is the working title for the CC’s proposed litter pick on Saturday 12 May.  This has been registered with Keep Scotland Beautiful and is sponsored by Greigs.  ACTION: CC councillors to e-mail any hotspots to DS-J.  DS-J to put up posters.

The next meeting of the CC will be held on Tuesday 8 May at the Ben Cleuch Centre at 7.00 pm.
END OF MINUTES
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