TILLICOULTRY, COALSNAUGHTON & DEVONSIDE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF ONLINE (MICROSOFT TEAMS) AGM AND ORDINARY MEETING
HELD ON 10 NOVEMBER 2020 COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM
CC participants - Jane Edwards (JE), Ewart McAuslane (EMcA), Robert McClelland (RMcC), Ian Millar (IM), Alex Robertson (AR), Damian Sherwood-Johnson (DS-J) and Melanie White (MW).

Other participants – Community Planning Adviser Lesley Baillie, Ronnie Beveridge, Eleanor Davis, Archie Drummond, Councillor Helen Lewis, and Cammy Robertson.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Chairman’s report – DS-J opened the AGM and welcomed everyone to the online public meetings.  We had intended to publish various papers including an annual report prior to the AGM, but this had not been possible and they will be published after the meeting.  The annual report will dwell upon our response in the summer to the Covid pandemic, eg the support line, co-ordinating volunteers, fruit and veg deliveries, twice-weekly Tilly Tearoom’s soup and cake deliveries, etc.  He wishes to emphasise that the community council went out to help the community; we have reframed our relationship with the community and community groups.  People are now actively seeking to go into partnership with us.  Connections with other local groups are important to ensure there is no replication in activities.  We need to consider our capacity in doing these projects and DS-J admitted he felt somewhat burnt out over summer with the projects and was grateful to EMcA and MW giving a hand.  He will publish a report annually from now on which will include a lot about our activities.
Secretary’s report – our Facebook page likes have more than doubled since the end of last year which has made a great deal of difference with information reaching the community.  DS-J has also run a couple of polls about the flower beds and Star of Hope on the page recently which were hugely successful and is something we will make more use of in the future.  Other contributors are IM who also runs our website and the Lost & Found Facebook page, and JE who posts updates about the Mill Glen Action Group and the High Street’s flower beds.  We also have a good relationship with Forth Valley Radio who regularly share our posts and the Alloa Advertiser who often feature articles from our page.  Much of MW’s time is spent dealing with enquiries from members of the public, ranging from anti-social behaviour to parking issues.  If she is unable to deal with these herself, she calls upon our elected councillors for their guidance and more often PC James Miller who always responds with clarity very quickly.  It is a time-consuming but enjoyable role, and MW hopes to see ongoing and growing engagement between ourselves and the community.

Annual Accounts – Treasurer EMcA said that there has not been much activity with the accounts due to the ongoing Covid pandemic.  The balance of the main account is £10,773.07 which includes £1,500 microgrant funds, £3,500 accumulated EDF money/events and the £2,000 solar fund.  If the gala goes ahead in 2021, Clacks Council already holds our money for rent of the park and the public entertainment licence from the 2020 gala that didn’t proceed.  There has been no change in the over-75s account.  The EDF money has been received for the Christmas lights account.  DS-J thanked EMcA for so wonderfully keeping track of our finances and dealing with various funding streams for Covid.  All accounts were approved – proposed by MW and seconded by JE.
RMcC thanked DS-J, EMcA and MW for all of their hard work, especially with Covid, over the last year.

Appointment of Officer Bearers –

Chairperson: DS-J was proposed by MW and seconded by RMcC – DS-J elected unopposed.

Vice Chairperson: RMcC was proposed by JE and seconded by EMcA – RMcC elected unopposed.

Treasurer: EMcA was proposed by JE and seconded by MW – EMcA elected unopposed.

Secretary: MW was proposed by JE and seconded by IM – MW elected unopposed.

DS-J closed the AGM, thanking everyone for all their help and he looks forward to progressing throughout this year and into 2021. 
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Community Councillor participants – as per AGM.

Other participants – Ronnie Beveridge (RB), Victoria Davies (VD), Eleanor Davis (ED), Archie Drummond (AD), Councillor Helen Lewis (HL), Cammy Robertson (CR), and Ian Walker (IW).

Police report – A copy of PC Lawson’s monthly report will be placed on the CC notice boards.  

Minutes of 10 March 2020 (public) and 29 September 2020 (online) meetings – these had been distributed prior to this meeting.  Proposed by IM and seconded by EMcA.

Co-option – Mick Taylor resigned as a community councillor to concentrate on Coalsnaughton Village Hall.  Earlier this year, Ronnie Beveridge started helping us with planning notices and he helped organise the consultation event in Coalsnaughton.  He has also been attending meetings on our behalf.  It was unanimously agreed to co-opt RB.  DS-J thanked RB for all his hard work, adding that his co-option legitimises his involvement with us as a community councillor.
Community concerns – VD highlighted a spate of anti-social behaviour, including arson and properties being egged.  There are concerns that many people don’t bother reporting incidents to the police, their perception being that it is a waste of time.  Other people who have tried to contact the police have given up after a long time of not being able to get through on their 101 number.  VD added that the burnt-out play equipment in the public park hadn’t been reported to the police until about one-and-a-half weeks later, and it hadn’t been noticed by Clacks Council as their regular inspections have been stopped.  RMcC pointed out that PC James Miller has proved his helpfulness in the past with known issues.  It was agreed that it is always better to advise the police of any issues so that they can build up a picture then act upon it.  Egging is apparently quite an issue all over Clacks at the moment which hopefully will pass soon, and we would urge people to report damage, etc.  Quad bikes are still using the field at Lower Mill Street/behind Hareburn Road, but not as regularly. MW said that the landowner had met with PC Miller on site a couple of months ago and agreed to put up barriers to prevent them returning, but CR said that this has not happened.  ACTION: (i) Cllr HL will look into what will happen about the destroyed park equipment being replaced, (ii) DS-J will speak to PC Miller about what can be done about the quad bikes, and (iii) VD to advise us of anything anti-social being discussed online so that we can keep an eye on it.
Flu vaccination programme 2020 – prior to this meeting, AD had approached us with his concerns about the number of people who qualified for the flu job not being sent letters from the health board about their appointment at Alloa Town Hall, and Tillicoultry Medical Practice’s communications about this as it unfolded.  DS-J added that we had our own concerns before this all went wrong.  Many people who qualified for the jab resorted to paying to have it done privately locally to avoid travelling to Alloa and because of the confusion with letters not being received.  ACTION: DS-J and MW to contact Tillicoultry Medical Practice to find out what went wrong and what they can do to address communication issues, etc, and the lessons learned.
Tillicoultry Glen – IW asked what is happening about repairs to the path after flooding in August washed away part of the staircase.  He has checked it recently and it is worse again.  JE said that someone at Clacks Council had advised her that it would go out to tender in spring 2021 as it is not worth repairing currently due to the winter weather.  IW wonders if a stopgap could be carried out in the meantime.  Cllr HL advised that it is unlikely that anything will be done for now due to Covid and financial issues.  RMcC added that it is an important community feature and needs importance placed on it as there is worry that the path will be permanently lost and that Clacks Council need to be pressed for a response.  EMcA also mentioned the possibility of bigger issues further up the glen that could cause issues further downstream.  ACTION: Cllr HL will make enquiries at Clacks Council and liaise with IW.
Parking in Upper Mill Street/Glassford Square, Tillly – IW said that Clacks Council had quickly responded to issues with parking there and painted double yellow lines.  However, these are now being ignored and residents cannot get through to the police.  ACTION: DS-J will ask the community police to keep an eye on this.
Microgrant applications – EMcA has two applications and will e-mail the details to community councillors.
The next online meeting of the CC will be held on Tuesday 24 November at 8.00 pm (via Microsoft Teams).
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