TILLICOULTRY, COALSNAUGHTON & DEVONSIDE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 8 JANUARY 2019 AT 7.00 PM
AT THE BEN CLEUCH CENTRE, TILLICOULTRY
Present – Tom Allan, Brian Cuthbert-Imrie, Jane Edwards, Ian Gordon, Robert McAulay, Ewart McAuslane, Robert McClelland, Ian Millar, Elma Mitchell, Alex Robertson, Cammy Robertson, Damian Sherwood-Johnson, Melanie White and Elizabeth Young.

In Attendance – PC Dawn Grant, PC Brent Chambers, and four members of the public (David Foss, Sylvia Hay, Claire McKay and Scott Sinclair).

Apologies – Mick Taylor.  Councillor Martha Benny.
Police report – Copies of PC Grant’s monthly report will be placed on the CC notice boards.  Other points raised:

(a)
PC Chambers said that volunteers are needed for the Community Speedwatch trial (as previously minuted in September 2018) in our problem areas. This will be trialled in Menstrie and Clackmannan in April/May.  This initiative is already operating successfully in Fife;

(b)
DF asked what can be done about vehicles parking on pavements.  After a brief discussion about the current laws on this, he was advised to report any obstructions to the police on 101.
Minutes of December meeting – These had been distributed prior to the meeting and were proposed by EM and seconded by EMcA.

Matters arising (not on the Action List) -
Commercial premises in Coalsnaughton: EMcA had contacted SEPA about the issues with waste there, and they visited the site today.  EMcA is awaiting the outcome of this.

Co-option: Brian Cuthbert-Imrie was co-opted as a member and invited to give some information about himself. He mentioned his long career in the Army, progressing to Lieutenant Colonel, being a chartered engineer by trade.  He has lived in Tilly for over 20 years.  He continues to help with the Reserves, and is keen to come on board and help out in the community.  He has already been helping EY with the maintenance of the VC memorial garden in the High Street.  DS-J welcomed BC-I to the committee, adding that as a community council we are very fortunate to have so many volunteers wishing to become involved and that we are now in a position where co-options can be capped.

Community Bubble: CR, who was co-opted to the CC last month, spoke about his involvement with the Chapelle Crescent Community Bubble which started in May 2018, a Volunteer Scotland initiative funded by the Scottish government.  This is the first of a trial run, with the hope of similar ones rolling out throughout Scotland.  He said that their aim is to engage and empower people in their own communities, eg get rid of any stigma and make them a better place.  They issue regular newsletters and are currently considering setting up a residents’ group.

Action list – see separate sheet for ongoing actions.

Village & Townscape Initiative – DS-J has contacted Sustrans to find out how they can assist the CC through this process, and he awaits their response.
Council budget cuts – DS-J advised us that letters had been issued to parents today regarding the pre-budget proposed closure of Coalsnaughton and Fishcross primary schools.  A meeting has already been arranged about this at Coalsnaughton Village Hall on Tuesday 15 January. 

Treasurer’s report – EMcA: the full Christmas lights expenses are still not yet known, but once these have been paid all monies owed to the Tilly Ladies will be transferred to them.  We have received our annual grant of £600 from Clacks Council. 
Secretary’s report – MW: nominations are sought for Citizen of the Year and Young Citizen of the Year.  Closing date is 25 January.  CCs to consider this and let MW know of anyone they would like to nominate.  

Planning report – In MT’s absence, MW confirmed having lodged an objection on behalf of the CC to the proposed residential care facility by Clayton Care on the area of land behind Sandy Knowe, the main concern being road safety.  CMcK confirmed that a total of 24 objections had been lodged with Clacks Council.  MW queried who owned the land, and SS said that the site was sold several years ago then changed hands, culminating in it being sold by developers Balfour Beatty to Clayton Care.
Social Committee report – 
Gala day: a public meeting has been scheduled for Tuesday 15 January, and EMcA has compiled a list of roles.  
Hogmanay Hoolie: it was agreed that we will arrange one for this year.  ACTION: RMcC and EM will contact potential bands and check the availability of Coalsnaughton Village Hall.
Christmas lights: there was a discussion about the EDF funding of £2,500 for Christmas lights and the amount from that which is given to the Tilly Ladies.  Our up/down costs are just under £1,000, so the balance has to be accounted for and, if unspent, must be returned to the EDF so that is why the underspend is given to the Tilly Ladies to help with their costs.  The CC now automatically receives this funding without having to apply for it.  However, funding rules may change this year and it is not clear if we will receive this in the future.  ACTION: our sub-committee of BC-I, RMcC, EM, MW and EY to arrange a meeting soon.
Community Action Plan – Mill Glen Action Group: JE confirmed that the next gathering is on Sunday 13 January.

EDF – EMcA confirmed that he is happy to assist any groups with funding applications.  The EDF review meeting on 24 January will set up the timetable for 2019 funding applications.

Sports Hub – In MT’s absence, CMcK confirmed that there is no update.

Councillors’ reports – none, as no councillors were in attendance.

AOCB – DF asked who he should contact about any trees that need to be removed and was advised that this should be Clacks Council.  

The next meeting of the CC will be held on Tuesday 12 February at the Ben Cleuch Centre, Tillicoultry, at 7.00 pm.
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