TILLICOULTRY, COALSNAUGHTON & DEVONSIDE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 10 MARCH 2020 AT 7.00 PM
AT COALSNAUGHTON VILLAGE HALL
Present – Jane Edwards (JE), Robert McClelland (RMcC), Elma Mitchell (EM), Alex Robertson (AR), Cammy Robertson (CR), Damian Sherwood-Johnson (DS-J), Mick Taylor (MT), Melanie White (MW) and Elizabeth Young (EY).

In attendance – Councillor Martha Benny, Eleanor Davis from Strathcarron Hospice, Jo Ross from the Scottish Storytelling Centre, and five members of the public; Ronald Beveridge, Elizabeth Calder, Hayleigh Fagan, David Foss and Claire McInroy.
Apologies – Ian Gordon (IG), Robert McAulay (RMcA), Ewart McAuslane (EMcA) and Ian Millar (IM).  PC James Miller.
Police report – a copy of PC Miller’s report will be placed on the CC notice boards.  There is no mention of the removal of the new electric bikes about 14 days after their installation due to vandalism.  There is a huge sense of disappointment in the community as these had proved to be extremely popular in the short time that they were available.  There does not appear to be any plan for them to be reinstated soon, and there was a brief discussion about the suitability of their siting, and perhaps Murray Square (the bus stance) would have been more appropriate.  DS-J mentioned to Cllr Benny that there had been no wider consultation with us or the community prior to the installation of the bikes.
Scottish Storytelling Centre – Jo Ross told us about their forthcoming event “Creative Hillfoots/Hillfoots Tales” at the Centenary Hall on 17 March, a drop-in session from 5.30 pm to 8.00 pm, featuring story tellers from Edinburgh, open floor spots and discussions around arts.  Refreshments will be available.
Strathcarron Hospice – Eleanor Davis introduced herself as the Communities Team Builder for Alva, Tillicoultry, Coalsnaughton and other villages, whose role is to support the building of connected and caring communities which enable people (and their carers) with deteriorating health, to live well up to the end of life.
Minutes of February 2020 meeting – proposed by EY and seconded by MT.  Unfortunately, due to e-mail issues, MT did not lodge an objection to the new application for the land to the north of Cemetery Lodge, Tillicoultry. Cllr Benny has not yet heard anything back about our previous discussion re the food bank. 
Local Development Plan – Ronnie Beveridge went through his comprehensive response to the Main Issues Report.  DS-J asked for our gratitude to Ronnie to be recorded for his hard work.  ACTION: Ronnie to proceed to formally submitting this response on our behalf to planning.
Code of Conduct for community councillors – Lesley Baillie, our adviser at Clacks Council, had provided a draft protocol which DS-J recommended adopting as our complaints process with some tweaks to be made in relation to response time, etc.  Everyone present agreed.

DS-J went on to read out the attached statement.
Gala Day – EM to approach Coalsnaughton Primary School re gala king and queen.  A brief discussion ensued about alternating between Tillicoultry and Coalsnaughton primary schools each year.

Christmas lights – following Brian Cuthbert-Imrie’s resignation from the CC earlier this year due to work commitments, Hayleigh Fagan and Claire McInroy agreed to join RMcC, EM, MW and EY on the sub-committee.

Coronavirus pandemic – DS-J said that we must wait and see what happens over the next few weeks before deciding upon a date for the Tilly Tidy Up and Open Day.  It is hoped that this will be over by the time of the gala in June.
Action List – see separate sheet.
Councillors’ reports – Cllr Benny: (1) it is the Scouts centenary year and she aims to arrange for someone from the local group to come along to our next meeting to discuss their plans, (2) anyone who has an issue with garden waste permits not reaching them on time should phone Clacks Council.  She also confirmed that anyone who does not wish to keep their brown bin can e-mail the council to arrange for them to uplift it, even if it is full of garden waste, (3) MW mentioned concerns that have been raised about the number 52 bus service regularly not turning up in Coalsnaughton – DS-J added that he has also encountered difficulties with this.  Cllr Benny will look into the legal requirements of the bus company to ensure that they turn up for their scheduled stops, and (4) Clacks Council’s budget was recently finalised, including a 3% council tax increase (one of the smallest rises in Scotland) plus a rent increase for council tenants.  She added that council tenants receive permits for their garden waste uplifts as this is covered by their rent.
AOCB – David Foss raised concerns about the development at Dollar Road, ie land to the north of Cemetery Lodge, as apparently the site of the former stone circle has been driven over.  ACTION:  Ronnie will raise this with the planning department when he meets with them later this week.
The next meeting of the CC will be held on Tuesday 14 April 2020 at the Ben Cleuch Centre, Tillicoultry, from 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm.
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