TILLICOULTRY, COALSNAUGHTON & DEVONSIDE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 12 NOVEMBER 2019 AT 7.00 PM
AT THE BEN CLEUCH CENTRE, TILLICOULTRY
Present – Tom Allan (TA), Jane Edwards (JE), Ian Gordon (IG), Ewart McAuslane (EMcA), Robert McClelland (RMcC), Ian Millar (IM), Elma Mitchell (EM), Alex Robertson (AR), Damian Sherwood-Johnson (DS-J), Mick Taylor (MT), Melanie White (MW) and Elizabeth Young (EY).

In attendance – Councillor Donald Balsillie.  PC Steven Carrie.  Four members of the Tilly Ladies and one member of the public, David Foss.
Apologies – Brian Cuthbert-Imrie (BC-I), Robert McAulay (RMcA), Cammy Robertson (CR) and Councillor Martha Benny.
Police report – Copies of PC Carrie’s monthly report will be placed on the CC notice boards.  DS-J thanked PC Carrie and his colleague PC Miller (not present) for their help with any issues that we’ve had to raise with them, eg complaints from members of the public regarding illegal parking.

Minutes of AGM and October meeting – proposed by JE and seconded by EM.

Matters arising (not on the Action List) – 
CC debit card: our bank has advised EMcA that we could have a debit card and internet banking.  However, for the time being, rather than using his home computer for CC banking, he would prefer to keep things as they are, ie continue to use cheques with two signatories, until such time as cheques become obsolete or another treasurer at a later date prefers to change.

CC main account balance: it was agreed to retain the balance of circa £3,000 as a reserve.
Social media policy: still to be set up.  ACTION: MW to ask our CC adviser, Lesley Baillie, if any of the other CCs have one that we could copy, otherwise MW will draft one for CC approval.
Christmas lights – EY advised that Cheryl Orr from the Coalsnaughton Village Hall committee will be purchasing the outdoor lights for the hall from Amazon - EMcA is waiting to hear from her regarding payment for these (the Coalsnaughton switch on is scheduled for Wednesday 27 November at 6.00 pm, as part of Coalsnaughton Primary School’s Christmas fayre).  EY already has the lights for their tree which are ready for collection by Cheryl.  EY confirmed that almost everything is in place for the Tilly switch on (Sunday 24 November).  All marshals to arrive for 4.30 pm.  EMcA will set up the gazebo for the Tilly Ladies.  EMcA advised that Clacks Council has confirmed that they will provide the cones once again for Murray Square.  ACTIONS:  (a) DS-J to design poster for event and contact the Alloa Advertiser; (b) EM to contact the gala king and queen, and if they will not be available for switch on, she’ll make enquiries at the school.
Action list – see separate sheet.  
Village & Townscape Initiative – no update as no councillors present at this point in meeting.  

Treasurer’s report – EMcA: 
Clacks Council has finally refunded the £750 bond that was paid for the hire of the public park for the gala earlier this year.  The poppy wreaths have been paid for since last month’s meeting.  

Secretary’s report – MW:  
PAS is a charitable organisation that provides free advice on all planning matters for individuals and community groups.  They also provide training to community councillors.  ACTION: MW to ask Lesley Baillie about funding for three of us (DS-J, MT and MW) to attend the training course.
MW continues to deal with the many queries that come to us via Facebook’s Messenger, e-mail and our website; often enlisting the help of our elected councillors, police, etc.

Planning report – MT:
Planning application for house at Marchglen: at neighbour notification stage.
Planning application for land to the east of Lower Mill Street, Tillicoultry: Grant Baxter from the Planning Department at Clacks Council is arranging a meeting for interested individuals/groups to meet with them and the land owner.
EDF – EMcA:

The following microgrant applications have been received for our consideration:  

TIDECO – local flood group for badged high-vis jackets for seven volunteers.  Decision reached: approved.

The Devonvale Hall Company – for use towards hand rails at each side of the front steps.  It was not clear if the £250 microgrant will be sufficient.  Decision reached: approved in principle, depending upon any shortfall being met by them and whether or not planning permission will be required as it is a listed building.  EMcA will keep us informed.
Coalsnaughton Nursery - for the purchase of all-in-one suits and welly boots for 18 children in their forest learning group.  Decision reached - approved.

An application was also received from the Wee County Men’s Shed for a blacksmith welding area, but as they have already received a grant in this batch of funding it was agreed to place this on hold and await the outcome of the Devonvale Hall application – in the event that it is unsuccessful and no other applications are received their application will be approved (if not, it will be carried over to next year).

Once again, no applications had been received for the bigger grants from any Tillicoultry, Coalsnaughton or Devonside groups at their recent meeting.  EMcA reiterated his willingness to help organisations with the guidelines and completion of the EDF application forms.  ACTIONS: (a) EMcA will add further information to our notice boards.  He will also e-mail MW something suitable to go on Facebook; (b) DS-J said that we should have a ‘funding surgery’ at the forthcoming open day.
Sports Hub – we hope to receive an update from Eddie Inglis at some point.  
Councillor’s report – Cllr Balsillie said that (a) the Place Committee had agreed the local development plan which will be going to consultation over an eight-week period after Christmas.  We will receive notification from Clacks Council nearer the time; (b) Clacks Council cannot discuss budgets until after the forthcoming General Election, with 11 March 2020 being the legal deadline for their budget to be agreed; (c) the planned traffic management in Coalsnaughton will still proceed but no date has been scheduled yet; (d) Clacks Council’s Traffic & Transportation Department say that a pelican crossing in Main Street, Tillicoultry, is not appropriate but that they hope to meet with us to discuss this further: Cllr Balsillie suggested that perhaps some of the townscape initiative funding (in the region of £500K) could be used for this.
AOCB – nil.
The next meeting of the CC will be held on Tuesday 10 December at Coalsnaughton Village Hall at 7.00 pm.
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