TILLICOULTRY, COALSNAUGHTON & DEVONSIDE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 13 MARCH 2018 AT 7.00 PM
AT THE BEN CLEUCH CENTRE, TILLICOULTRY
Present – Tom Allan, Jane Edwards, Ian Gordon, Ewart McAuslane, Ian Millar, Elma Mitchell, Alex Robertson, Damian Sherwood-Johnson, Mick Taylor, Melanie White and Elizabeth Young.

In Attendance – Councillor Donald Balsillie, Councillor Dave Clark, PC Lorna McPherson and one member of the public, Sylvia Hay.

Apologies – Robert McClelland and John Mitchell.  Councillor Helen Lewis.

Chairperson’s remarks – DS-J welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The microgrant cheques were issued just before tonight’s meeting commenced and photos were taken for the Alloa Advertiser which will hopefully raise the profile of the these grants and of the recipients.  MW has agreed to take on the role of minuting the meetings due to EMcA’s multiple other roles within the CC.

Police report – PC James Miller’s monthly report was presented by PC McPherson in his absence.  Copies will be placed on the CC notice boards.  PC McPherson said that, further to last month’s meeting, PC Miller also reports that:
(a)
the smashed window at Murray Square bus shelter has still not been reported to the police by the 
council.  However, the CCTV camera faces the shelter and may help with identification of the 
culprit(s);
(b)
cars reappearing at Barnpark Industrial Estate - PC Miller attended and checked six or seven 
of the parked cars there and he has spoken to their owners;
(c)
vandalism and children hanging around the memorial bench outside Trust Housing – PC Miller has 
checked this area on numerous occasions and found that the mess had been cleared up and 
that there are no issues;
(d)
status of PACT arrangement – confirmed to have been terminated.
Minutes of last meeting – these had been distributed and were approved.  Proposed by EY and seconded by EM.

Matters arising (not on the Action List) – the bus shelter at Murray Square has been fixed.

Council budget cuts – Coalsnaughton Cafe Society will lose its funding, but the council says that it will help them with making it sustainable.  Councillor Balsillie said that external grants are available and that Clackmannanshire Third Sector Interface (CTSI) will be able to help them in this regard.  It may be that the CC can help with small grants.  ACTION: CC to contact Nicola Mitchell of the Cafe Society.
One of the CC’s main concerns related to school transport being cut, but this has been safeguarded in this budget.  However, DS-J said that as more cuts will follow, it is helpful to know in advance what these may be so that discussions can commence with any potentially affected groups, etc.

Action list 

Small Townscape Initiative – CC to organise a sub-group and arrange a meeting in a few weeks.  Councillor Balsillie pointed out that the concept of the STI is that all services of the council will be involved, ie land services, housing, etc.  ACTION: Stuart Crickmar of Clackmannanshire Council is to be invited to a meeting to discuss engagement with the community and give an idea of the timeframe.
Transfer of charitable funds – Councillor Balsillie is awaiting a response from Stuart Crickmar.

Local Community Plan Grant – Two Fountains Project – EMcA’s hard work has resulted in the fountains in Stirling Street and Upper Mill Street being refurbished recently by J&G Mossman.  A few finishing touches are required, and EMcA plans to paint the finial on the Stirling Street fountain as soon as decent weather permits.  
Balhearty Solar Farm – recent funds from this (£2,000) yet to be allocated.

Dollar Road resurfacing – no progress has been made with complaints to Clackmannanshire Council.  ACTION: EMcA to write to them, stating that the CC is unhappy with the outcome of these works, and that in some respects the road is worse but that the CC now considers the issue to be closed.
City Deal – Councillor Balsillie said that certain terms have still to be agreed.  Apparently, Clackmannanshire has now been narrowed down to two projects.
Seating on pathway west of Tillicoultry – still no response from Clackmannanshire Council. ACTION: EMcA will write to them again.

Provost’s light – no change.

Participation request at Moss Road – Clackmannanshire Council claim that the matter is closed, but this is incorrect.  Also, EMcA has discovered that the high hedge notice that was served by them relates to the hedge at the back of the property, not the front.  ACTION: EMcA to write to Clackmannanshire Council to let them know that this remains an ongoing issue.
Flooding group – a meeting will be held on 3 April.

Siting of defibrillator – further information is awaited before a decision is made on which model to purchase (cost c £1,800).  A decision also has to be made on the appropriate site for this - EY said that the doctors/nurses at Tillicoultry Medical Practice will provide some input on this.

Overall, there is a growing sense of frustration that Clackmannanshire Council representatives rarely reply to or acknowledge any of EMcA’s queries/correspondence.  They tend to only respond to Councillor Balsillie once he becomes involved.  Councillor Balsillie will raise this issue with them.  ACTION: EMcA to e-mail Councillor Balsillie about this.

Treasurer’s report – EMcA stated that a lot of money has been paid out recently.  He will let us know next month what is in each account and what money is committed to particular projects.

Secretary’s report – a list of correspondence received since last month’s meeting had been circulated by EMcA prior to tonight’s meeting.  

EMcA has also received a request from Luke Graham MP for regular reports from us.  However, it was agreed not to do this, but he will let him know that we will be happy to respond to any requests for specific information.
CTSI had sent a bulletin regarding the Community Empowerment Fund.  ACTION: EMcA to invite Anthea from CTSI to a meeting so that she can give an outline of all that they do.

Community Action Plan – DS-J thanked EY and JE for their updates from their sub-groups regarding ongoing improvements in the High Street and the Mill Glen.  A new sub-group will also be formed around the Small Townscape Initiative.
Planning report – roadworks are scheduled in Coalsnaughton from 19 to 31 March in three phases.  This will result in road closures with access only for local traffic.  MT will put information about access and the school buses on the Coalsnaughton notice board.

Social committee report – Gala - IM said that stall application forms are now available online.  We also need to ensure that we have a sufficient number of stewards for the parade.  It has been suggested that more stewards may be available if the gala was not held on Father’s Day – this is something that can be discussed at a future date.
EDF – AR has been investigating the anomaly of Devonside and Coalsnaughton not being eligible for EDF grants after the merging of the community councils in 2011/12.  The outcome of this is that he received an e-mail from Rachel, Head of Communities at EDF, advising him that Devonside and Coalsnaughton projects are in fact entitled to apply for microgrants.  EMcA has yet to be advised of this by the EDF, despite already querying this with them.  ACTION: EMcA to contact Rachel for confirmation.  (He advised AR to start applying in the meantime.)
AOCB – EM raised the issue of an access path for pedestrians being sited at Sterling Mills beside the bowling club as the grassed area there is currently very muddy.  This is something that the CC has queried in the past with Sterling Mills and they have refused to provide one.  ACTION: EMcA will contact Sterling Mills again to ask if they can reconsider.

EM also raised the issue of extensive litter on the Devonside road.  Unfortunately, this is not something that the Community Justice Team can help with.  DS-J suggested a community ‘spring clean’.  ACTION: DS-J, JE and EY to take this forward.
Councillors’ reports -  Due to a prior commitment, Councillor Balsillie had to leave before this point was reached in the meeting. 

Councillor Clark queried how we would like to receive his reports.  It was agreed that it would be helpful to receive a written report from him if he cannot attend.  He was reminded that any councillor’s input should relate to improving our CC area and must be apolitical.  DS-J added that our councillors’ input is valued.

The meeting ended on time at 9.00 pm.

END OF MINUTES
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