TILLICOULTRY, COALSNAUGHTON & DEVONSIDE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE BEN CLEUCH CENTRE, TILLICOULTRY ON 10TH FEBRUARY 2015 AT 7.00 PM.
PRESENT :-
Ian Gordon, Graeme Clark, Billy Shepherd, Robert McClelland, Elma Mitchell, Melanie White and Robert McAulay.
IN ATTENDANCE: -
Gemma Wild, Bobby McGill, Archie Drummond, Donald Balsillie, Walter McAdam, PC Fulton, PC Armstrong & 4 members of the public (MOP).

APOLOGIES :-
Ian Millar, Ewart McAuslane and Chris McCallion.
CHAIRPERSON’S REMARKS 

Graeme not being present, Robert McClelland took the Chair, welcomed all to the meeting, and said it should be recorded that the Community Council wished Chris McCallion a speedy recovery.
Graeme took over the Chair when he arrived.

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
Robert McAulay proposed acceptance of the Minutes of 13th January 2015 and Billy Shepherd seconded the proposal. There being no dissent the Minutes were accepted as a correct record.

CONSERVATION AREA

Gemma Wild described conservation areas and what could be done with them. The Civic Trust has been retained to appraise these areas. The areas in Tillicoultry have little change of boundaries from what went before. The CC can make comment before the final draft is given to the Council on 23rd February 2015. It was mentioned that the Middleton Mill area is still in the conservation area but could be developed with suitable housing.
POLICE REPORT/PACT
The Police Report is attached to this Minute.
There is still a Police presence in Coalsnaughton and Tillicoultry, particularly at the weekends.

At the recent “riot” in Murray Square some people from Stirling wished to fight with people from Tillicoultry and some of the rioters had weapons.

Some of the children at Alva Academy and are being antisocial in the town. The Police are looking at the problem and it was suggested that a Police presence in the school could help the problem. The other two secondary schools do not have this problem as there is a Police presence.
The Police have information in all areas but they have been performing better with fewer resources.
TREASURER’S REPORT
There has been some movement in the main funds over the last month with Clackmannanshire Council paying the CC grant.
The general fund of TCDCC stands at £3,792.03 

The Over 70’s fund of TCDCC stands at £1,860.28
The Tillicoultry Gala Fund stands at £5,072.59 
The Community Plan Fund stands at £3,360.00

The Tillicoultry Christmas Lights fund stands at £2192.57.but there are some outgoings for setting up the lights and getting them down. There is an amount of £1600 to buy some more lights but the fund will not last too long.
SECRETARY’S REPORT

There was little to report as most stuff had been sent by email. There was a meeting of the NHS on 18th February 2015 from 7.00 pm until 9.00 pm. Elma will attend if possible.
There was another email about the Empowerment Committee telling us that the debate had passed and we could all read the bits and pieces on various websites.
PLANNING REPORT
There has been nothing of note for Tillicoultry during the last month 
SOCIAL COMMITTEE
No report.
COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Walter McAdam said that Council Tax Arrears notices had been sent covering 20 years. Walter maintained that the time should be 5 years. There had been no evidence given by the Council for the local tax which was 20 years old.
There was some discussion about this but funding is being recovered. The Council is legally bound to attempt to recover unpaid local taxes.

Bobby McGill Said that with the new auditors the arrears in Council Tax were being chased. The budget would be resolved within the next week or so. It had been agreed with all parties that there would no CAP closures and that there would be no redundancies.
Donald Balsillie said that officers make recommendations for the Budget and the Councillors have to decide. There were to be no compulsory redundancies. It was hoped to retain all the CAPs but some may be closed. Hopefully, the budget will be agreed in two weeks time. There had been an offer made for Greenfield but that had fallen through so it is still on the market.

Archie said that other CCs had sent letters to the Council about their proposals for the budget. TCDCC has not because there was no one available to discuss and write it.
Archie said that some CAPs might close.

He said that there had been an exhibition by the Fire & Rescue Service in Alva Academy and, hopefully, it will stick those who attended.

ANY OTHER REPORT
None.

AOCB
A question by an MOP about the Tillicoultry Glen was replied by Archie that the scheme was going ahead but it would be the Spring when it would start. The money is there.
There was a question about Tic-Toc or what it was doing. Graeme said that the committee had a negotiation with Heritage Lottery Fund to fund the project. There was some difficulty about the cost of the repairs to make the tower safe. However, if HLF get a “quality” application, Tic-Toc will get some funding.
The tower is on the “At Risk” register with Historic Scotland.

The Community Week will be close to the end of August
The next meeting of the Community Council will be held in Coalsnaughton Hall, Coalsnaughton at 7.00 pm on 10th March 2015.
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