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FEEDBACK: 
 

The magazine panel would welcome your comments about our 
magazine. It could be on the size, layout, articles, children’s 
pages or even crosswords versus Wordsearch. Please let us 

know using the email address 
              johnfoxlee@outlook.com  

 

The Bro Famau Magazine is produced by the  
Editorial Team: Tracy Davies, John Foxlee, Kathleen Mason, 

 Daniel Stroud, Wendy Shillito, Liz Thomas, 
Janet Wright and Cath Yeardley 

Please contact team members individually in parishes. 
 

Articles printed in this publication may not represent the views of 
the church or all of its members. Final date for receiving material is 
15th of each month at 12 noon. The right is reserved to edit submis-

sions and the editorial team’s decision about the content of the 
magazine is final. 

 
Rector/Vicar  REVD  DANIEL STROUD,  

Tel:  01352 810694               mob: 07391 848 903 
THE NEW RECTORY, RECTORY LANE, LLANFERRES  CH7 5SR  

 Email:   djstroud@gmail.com   
       

 USUAL DAY OFF: FRIDAY  
 
 

Assistant Curate   REVD KATHY STEWART 
Tel: 01352 753 374 

 
READERS 

MR. JOHN FOXLEE 
01352 810 677 

MRS. VALERIE SALVONI 
01352 750 734 

DR WENDY SHILLITO 
 01352 720 377 
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Letter  from  the  curate

For  the  Church  in  Wales  this  is  the  
start

 
of

 
an

 
important

 
year

 
as

 
we

 

remember
 

100
 

years
 

since
 

its
 

disestablishment

 

and

 

to

 

recognise

 

the

 

2020

 

vision

 

that

 

we

 

have

 

been

 

working

 

towards

 

for

 

several

 

years.

This

 

month

 

there

 

will

 

be

 

a

 

commissioning

 

service

 

for

 

worship

 

leaders

 

and

 

pastoral

 

assistants

 

who

 

have

 

completed

 

course

 

and

 

will

 

be

 

able

 

to

 

support

 

the

 

churches

 

in

 

our

 

Bro

 

Famau

 

group

 

and

 

within

 

the

 

Mold

 

Mission

 

Area.

 

It

 

has

 

been

 

a

 

reminder

 

that

 

we

 

are

 

all

 

called

 

by

 

God

 

and

 

to

 

use

 

our

 

gifts

 

and

 

skills

 

in

 

our

 

communities.

For

 

the

 

past

 

months

 

we

 

have

 

also

 

been

 

supporting

 

Northop

 

church

 

in

 

the

 

services

 

while

 

they

 

are

 

in

 

interregnum

 

so

 

more

 

people

 

coming

 

forward

 

to

 

respond

 

to

 

God's

 

call

 

has

 

been

 

an

 

answer

 

to

 

prayer.

We

 

may

 

thnk

 

we

 

live

 

in

 

uncertain

 

times

 

and

 

wonder

 

what

 

might

 

happen

 

next

 

in

 

the

 

Uk;

 

a

 

parishioner

 

has

 

asked

 

a

 

question

 

about

 

why

 

the

 

Holy

 

family

 

had

 

to

 

flee

 

to

 

Egypt

 

so

 

soon

 

after

 

Jesus'

 

birth.

 

For

 

me

 

that

 

reminds

 

me

 

of

 

many

 

families

 

who

 

are

 

under

 

threat

 

of

 

death,

 

war,

 

starvation

 

or

 

oppression

 

from

 

those

 

in

 

power

 

have

 

found

 

the

 

need

 

to

 

leave

 

the

 

countries

 

they

 

call

 

home

 

and

 

become

 

refugees.

Joseph,

 

Mary

 

and

 

Jesus

 

were

 

at

 

that

 

time

 

escaping

 

from

 

a

 

decree

 

sent

 

out

 

for

 

murder

 

of

 

young

 

boys

 

in

 

the

 

land

 

as

 

the

 

fear

 

of

 

a

 

king

 

being

 

born

 

had

 

been

 

a

 

direct

 

threat

 

to

 

those

 

in

 

power.

 

They

 

became

 

refugees

 

before

 

they

 

were

 

safe

 

to

 

return

 

to

 

Nazareth

 

to

 

live

 

and

 

work.

We

 

begin

 

this

 

month

 

with

 

uncertainties

 

but

 

we

 

remember

 

that

 

we

 

have

 

hope

 

in

 

our

 

future,

 

that

 

God

 

leads

 

us

 

on

 

our

 

faith

 

journeys

 

and

 

we

 

can

 

share

 

together

 

in

 

prayer

 

and

 

worship

 

together

 

each

 

week.

We

 

hope

 

you

 

find

 

a

 

place

 

of

 

welcome,

 

a

 

place

 

of

 

reflection

 

and

 

a

 

place

 

to

 

find

 

God

 

when

 

you

 

join

 

us

 

in

 

our

 

services

 

this

 

month.

God

 

bless

The

 

Rev'd

 

Kathy

 

Stewart

THOUGHTS FOR US ALL

        

    I am writing this letter during a lull between the downpours of rain
and sleet following Storms Ciara and Dennis. We were travelling to York
and back recently for a family funeral and we were able to see some of 
the extensive flooding and damage affecting the countryside caused by
                                              those storms.

The news has been full of other stormy occurrences over the past few 
weeks, which have caused me to reflect on how we as Christians should
                  respond to difficult and challenging situations.

It has been my privilege and responsibility to be with many people who 
are facing their own stormy times such as illness, bereavement, loss and
change in their lives. This month my family and I also experienced our 
own chapter of loss and change. During this time we were immensely 
helped by acts of human kindness, small in themselves but adding up to                   
.                   an enveloping blanket of concern and care  .

    When bad things happen, we all instinctively want to make things
right, to mend what is broken. Sadly sometimes things just can't be 
mended. Especially when a loved one dies. But kindness and concern
                                love and prayers do help.

We are entering the season of Lent, traditionally a time when Christians
make acts of self-denial and sacrifice in preparation for the time when we 
remember the ultimate sacrifice made freely for us by the Son of God.
It is becoming more common these days to try to try to do something
positive, something that will make a difference to others, rather than deny 
                 ourselves a luxury for a short period of time.

A phrase that has affected me greatly over the past week is: 'In a world 
where you can be anything, be kind.' And, having received so much 
kindness over the past few weeks, I think I understand a little better how      
.                             much difference it can make.

So, during Lent, please can I make a suggestion that you smile, say 
thank you, open that door, find something positive out of the worst of 
situations, send that card, say that prayer? You may never know how     
                    much it helps but, be assured, it will.
                         And be kind to yourselves too.

                                        
                                            Wendy
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We

 

had

 

a

 

very

 

saintly

 

time

 

at

 

Messy

 

Church

 

in

 

November.

 

We

 

looked

 

at

 

different

 

saints,

 

their

 

symbols

 

and

 

stories

 

and

 

realised

 

that

 

we

 

are

 

all

 

learner

 

saints

 

ourselves!

Activities

 

included

 

fishing
for

 

eyeballs

 

(St

 

Lucy)

 

and
making

 

fish

 

(St

 

Andrew)

 

and
wheel

 

(St

 

Catherine}

 

biscuits.
We

 

made

 

banners

 

for

 

different

 

saints

 

and

 

'learner

 

L

 

plates'
We

 

put

 

our

 

self

 

portraits

 

on

 

the

 

poster.

 

We

 

also

 

made

 

prayers
and

 

crafts

 

for

 

our

 

Jesse

 

tree.
In

 

church,

 

we

 

had

 

a

 

Treasure
Hunt

 

looking

 

for

 

icons

 

of

 

saints
We

 

then

 

waved

 

our

 

banners

 

and
marched

 

into

 

worship

 

to

 

the

 

tune
of

 

'When

 

the

 

Saints

 

go

 

Marching

 

In.'
We

 

all

 

had

 

a

 

great

 

time

 

and

 

are

 

looking

 

forward

 

to

 

the

 

next

 

Messy
Church

 

on

 

the

 

15th

 

December.

 

Everyone

 

welcome

 

at

 

Gwernaffield

 

Church

 

Hall

 

at

 

4pm.

                                         Wen
dy4

In  January's                                                                     Messy Church 
we

 
started  
to

 
look

                                                               at the 
Parabl
es

 

of

 

Jesus

 
by  
thinki
ng

                                                                         of the parable of the
G
o
o
d

                                                                                              Samaritan.

We  thought  of  ways  in  which  we  could                   help one another 
and

 
be'  healing  hands  '  for  

God.
 

We
 

made
 

a
 

poster
 

using

 

our

 

hands

 

to

 

think

 

about

 

how

 

we

 

can

 

be

 

helpful

 

to

 

others.

 

We

 

put

 

together

 

a

 

'First

 

Aid'

 

kit

 

which

 

included

 

plasters

 

to

 

patch

 

up

 

a

 

quarrel

 

and

 

sweets

 

for

 

those

 

who

 

needed

 

cheering

 

up.

 

We

 

put

 

together

 

prayer

 

hands

 

to

 

think

 

of

 

those

 

who

 

needed

 

our

 

special

 

prayers,

 

and

 

we

 

made

 

'
First

 

Aid'

 

cupcakes.

We

 

also

 

mended

 

injured

 

gingerbread

 

men

 

by

 

wrapping

 

them

 

in

 

fondant

 

bandages!

We

 

then

 

acted

 

the

 

story

 

of

 

the

 

Good

 

Samaritan

 

as

 

part

 

of

 

our

 

worship

   
       

and

 

sang

 

about

 

how

 

we

 

can

 

make

 

a

 

'

 

Big

 

Fat

 

Fluffy

 

Difference!.'

It

 

was

 

a

 

great,

 

fun

 

and

 

thoughtful

 

afternoon.

 

We

 

are

 

looking

 

forward

 

to

 

hearing

 

about

 

more

 

stories

 

that

 

Jesus

 

told

 

us

 

over

 

the

 

next

 

two

 

months.

Our

 

next

 

Messy

 

Church

 

will

 

be

 

on

 

February

 

16th

 

at

 

4
pm

 

at

 

Gwernaffield

 

Church

 

Hall.

 

Everyone

 

is

 

welcome,

 

Come

 

along

 

and

 

join

 

in

 

the

 

fun!

Contact

 

Wendy

 

(

 

07840353690

 

)

 

or

 

Kathy

 

(

 

07500936985

 

)

 

for

 

more

 

details.

----------------------
-----------------------------
----------------------
----------------------
----------------------
-

How  do  the  oceans  
say

 
hello

 
to

 
each

 

other?

 

They

 

wave!
What

 

did

 

one

 

wall

 

say

 

to

 

the

 

other

 

wall?

 

I'll

 

meet

 

you

 

at

 

the

 

corner!
Why

 

couldn't

 

the

 

pony

 

sing

 

himself

 

a

 

song?

 

He

 

was

 

a

 

little

 

hoarse!
What

 

musical

 

instrument

 

is

 

found

 

in

 

the

 

bathroom?

 

A

 

tuba

 

toothpaste
Why

 

are

 

fish

 

so

 

smart?

 

Because

 

they

 

live

 

in

 

schools!
What

 

do

 

you

 

call

 

a

 

cow

 

on

 

a

 

trampoline
?

 

A

 

milk

 

shake!
How

 

do

 

you

 

know

 

if

 

an

 

elephant

 

is

 

under

 

your

 

bed ?

 

Your

 

head

 

hits

 

the

 

ceiling
!

In February's Messy Church, we

looked at stories that Jesus told us

about things growing and in particular the

parable of the Mustard Seed.

We
 
made

 
beautiful

 
birds

 
to

 
hang

 
on

 
a

 
tree

 
which

 
we

 
then

 
put

 
into

 
the

 
church.

The
 
messiest

 
activity

 
was

 
making

 
pictures

 
of

 
trees

 
by

 
painting

 
our

 
arms

 
and

adding
 
painted

 
leaves!

 
We

 
also

 
made

 
collages

 
of

 
flowers

 
using

 
seeds.

We
 
found

 
out

 
how

 
yummy

 
Nutella

 
is

 
when

 
mixed

 
with

 
bread

 
dough

 
and

 
baked

 in
 
the

 
shape

 
of

 
a

 
tree!

Thank
 
you

 
to

 
everyone

 
who

 
helped.

 
Some

 
helpers

 
were

 
not

 
able

 
to

 
be

 
there

 on
 
the

 
day

 
but

 
they

 
still

 
managed

 
to

 
prepare

 
crafts

 
for

 
us.

We
 
hope

 
that

 
George

 
manages

 
to

 
negotiate

 
the

 
floods

 
down

 
in

 
South

 
Wales

 before
 
we

 
meet

 
in

 
March !

 
We

 
will

 
be

 
talking

 
about

 
things

 
lost

 
and

 
found

 
-
 
like

 treasure,
 

and
 
the

 
story

 
of

 
the

 
prodigal

 
Son.

 
All

 
are

 
very

 
welcome

 
on

 
Sunday

  
15th

 
March

 
from

 
4pm

 
at

 
Gwernaffield

 
Church

 
Hall.                                Wendy

4

41638 Newsleatter 28p A5 BRO001 PROOF02.indd   4 25/02/2020   14:37



We're trying to sort something out with The Parish Pump, the website that supplies
some material. In the meantime, here's a quiz on the New Testament:

1. Where was Jesus born?
   A. Nazareth B. Bethlehem C. Jerusalem D. Capernaum

2. How many disciples did Jesus have?
   A. 7  B. 10  C. 12  D.20

3. What's the name of the disciple who betrayed Jesus?
   A. Simon Peter B. Andrew  C. Bartholemew  D. Judas Iscariot

4. How did Jesus die?
   A. flogged to death  B. crucified  C. stoned to death  D. burned outside city

5. Who gave Jesus gifts when he was born?
    A. The wise men  B. The shepherds  C. Mary  D. Herod

6. With what did Jesus feed 5,000?
   A. loaves and fishes  B. corn and roast lamb C.almonds and figs D. fruit

7. What's the name of the prayer Jesus taught to us?
   A. Prayer of Jesus B. Prayer of Peace C. Lord's Prayer D. Righteous Prayer

8. Who are the religious leaders who continually tried to trap Jesus with their 
questions?
   A. Stoics  B. Pharisees  C. Epicureans  D. Galileans

9. What did Jesus do for Lazarus?
   A. Cooked him dinner B. Took him for a walk C. Healed him D. Raised him 
from the dead.

10. Who wrote most letters in the New Testament?
    A. Joseph  B. Jesus  C. Jairus  D. Paul

11.How did Paul escape from Damascus?
   A tunnel under the wall B.dressed as a soldier C.on a horse D. in a basket 
let down the city wall.

 

12. What's the last book of the New Testament?
   A. Acts  B. Corinthians  C. Revelation  D. Romans

5
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WORDSEARCH - Find these words:
MOURN                           SEEN                                  PRISONERS
CROWN                           BROKEN                             SON

FAVOUR                          GOD                                   FATHER
BEAUTY                          HEART                               FREEDOM
LONGING                       JESUS                               BESTOW
MESSIAH                       ASHES

DARKNESS                     THOUSANDS                       WHOEVER

TOWN

6
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This is the black & white image of a painting from Leonardo da Vinci in the 
fifteenth century. In fact it's probably his first painting done on his own.
It is showing The Annunciation, the stage in the Gospel when the angel 
Gabriel puts the birth of Jesus to the young unmarried Mary the Virgin.
( see the gospel reference from Luke on page 22 )

Mary is at first puzzled by what's happening, but the angel having explained 
about Jesus and that of his kingdom there will be no end and he will be holy.

Jesus will be called the Son of God, and Gabriel also explains that Mary's 
relative Elizabeth, in her old age has been pregnant for six months when it 
was thought she was past the age of childbirth,
                   ' For nothing will be impossible with God'
says Gabriel. Mary said,

 

" Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according 
to your word."

 Then the angel departed from her.
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Antioch,

 

Troas

 

or

 

Thebes
.

 
There

 
is

 
ongoing

 speculation about 
whether

 
he

 
was a Gentile 

or
 

Hellenised
 

Jew ;
 

we
 

will

 

probably

 

never

 

know,

 

nor

 

does

 

it

 

matter.
Luke ’s

 

Gospel

 

and

 

the

 

Acts

 

of

 

the

 

Apostles

 

are

 

addressed

 

to

 

Theophilus
,

 

who

 

is

 

not

 

known

 

apart

 

from

 

his

 

name

 

(

 

or

 

possibly

 

title .)

 

He

 

is

 

probably

 

a

 

Christian

 

since

 

Luke

 

gives

 

reason

 

for

 

his

 

account,
‘

 

so

 

that

 

you

 

might

 

know

 

the

 

truth

 

concerning

 

the

 

things

 

about

 

which

 

you

 

have

 

been

 

instructed.’

 

(

 

Luke

 

1:4

 

)

 

Because

 

of

 

the

 

personal

 

dedication

 

it

 

is

 

likely

 

that

 

he

 

was

 

an

 

important

 

man ,

 

possibly

 

a

 

patron

 

of

 

Luke

 

and

 

Paul ’s

 

mission .

 

In

 

addition

 

to

 

Luke ’s

 

stated

 

aim ,

 

‘

 

investigating

 

everything

 

carefully

 

from

 

the

 

very

 

first ,

 

to

 

write

 

 

an

 

orderly

 

account

 

for

 

you,’

 

(

 

Luke

 

1:3

 

)

 

it

 

would

 

serve

 

succeeding
generations

 

of

 

Christians.

 

Indeed

 

it

 

has,

 

for

 

two

 

thousand

 

years

 

and

 

will

 

into

 

the

 

future.

              
      

Most

 

of

 

the

 

accounts

 

in

 

the

 

book

 

of

 

Acts

 

are

 

reported

 

in

 

the

 

third

 

party
,

 

but

 

sometimes

 

in

 

the

 

first,

 

when

 

it

 

is

   

he

 

was

 

with

 

Paul.

 

In

 

his

 

letters

 

Paul

 

refers

 

to

 

Luke

 

being

 

with

 

him,

 

and

 

particularly

 

during

 

the

 

period

 

of

 

house- arrest

 

in

 

Rome,

 

when

 

he

 

was

 

the

 

only

 

companion,

 

apart

 

from

 

the

 

Roman

 

soldier

 

who

 

was

 

Paul’s

 

constant

 

guard.

There

 

is

 

no

 

record

 

of

 

what

 

Luke

 

did

 

after

 

Paul’s

 

execution

 

in

 

Rome

 

in

 

AD
66

 

but

 

second

 

century

 

sources

 

say

 

that

 

he

 

carried

 

on

 

as

 

an

 

apostle

 

until

 

he

 

was

 

84

 

and

 

was

 

hanged

 

from

 

an

 

olive

 

tree

 

in

 

Boeotia,

 

near

 

Thebes

 

in

 

central

 

Greece.

 

This

 

would

 

have

 

been

 

about

 

the

 

end

 

of

 

the

 

first

 

century
.

 

His

 

remains

 

were

 

held

 

in

 

a

 

tomb

 

in

 

Thebes

 

until

 

AD
357

 

when

 

they

 

were

 

translated

 

to

 

Constantinople.
Relics

 

of

 

the

 

saints

 

were

 

highly

 

prized

 

and

 

traded

 

in

 

mediaeval

 

times;

 

parts

 

of

 

his

 

body

 

were

 

separated

 

and

 

are

 

found

 

today

 

in

 

Prague

 

(

 

the

 

head

 

)

 

the

 

body

 

(

 

Padua

 

)

 

and

 

a

 

rib

 

(

 

Luke’s

 

tomb

 

in

 

Thebes.)

 

Carbon

 

dating

 

and

 

other

 

tests

 

have

 

shown

 

them

 

to

 

be

 

a

 

man

 

of

 

Syrian

 

descent

 

from

 

the

 

right

 

time- period.

Luke

 

does

 

not

 

claim

 

to

 

have

 

been

 

present

 

at

 

the

 

Crucifixion

 

or

 

in

 

Jerusalem

 

during

 

the

 

moment

        
              

            
         

              
           

1
0

Jesus  put  emphasis  on  loving  God,  
and

 
the

 
people

 
of

 
God

 
more

 
than

 

money

 

and
 

this
 

teaching
 

was
 

taken
 

up
 

by

 

his

 

apostles,

 

quoted

 

in

 

the

 

New

 

Testament

 

in

 

Luke

 

16:

 

14,

 

1

 

Timothy

 

6
:

 

17-19,

 

and

 

1

 

John

 

2:

 

15-17.

 

On

 

this

 

very

 

subject

 

we

 

have

 

the

 

Parable

 

of

 

the

 

Rich

 

Man

 

and

 

Lazarus

 

(

 

Luke

 

16:

 

19-31

 

)

 

and

 

the

 

Parable

 

of

 

the

 

Rich

 

Farmer

 

and

 

his

 

barns

 

(

 

Luke

 

12

 

16-21
.)

 

When

 

I

 

was

 

growing

 

up

 

I

 

confess

 

I

 

thought

 

it

 

a

 

bit

 

unfair

 

of

 

God

 

to

 

call

 

the

 

rich

 

farmer

         

'

 

You

 

fool!'

 

after

 

he

 

had

 

died.

 

That

 

was

 

because

 

those

 

who

 

were

 

admired

 

in

 

our

 

locality

 

were

 

farmers

 

who

 

had

 

expanded

 

their

 

farms
,

 

but

 

now

 

I

 

see

 

that

 

in

 

respect

 

of

 

eternal

 

life

 

it

 

got

 

them

 

nowhere.

We

 

might

 

note

 

that

 

most

 

of

 

the

 

passages

 

above

 

come

 

from

 

the

 

Gospel

 

of

 

Luke.

 

He

 

had

 

a

 

real

 

sympathy

 

with

 

the

 

poor

 

in

 

society

 

and

 

picked

 

up

 

on

 

the

 

considerable

 

emphasis

 

Jesus

 

had

 

put

 

on

 

care

 

for

 

them.

 

This

 

is

 

why

 

the

 

Parable

 

of

 

the

 

Dishonest

 

Manager

 

is

 

all

 

the

 

more

 

puzzling.

 

The

 

wording

 

does

 

seem

 

to

 

condone

 

the

 

man's

 

actions

 

in

 

giving

 

the

 

debtor's

 

discounts

 

in

 

paying

 

their

 

bills

 

in

 

order

 

to

 

feather

 

his

 

own

 

nest.

 

The

 

sentences

 

which

 

seem

 

to

 

be

 

wrong

 

are,

The

 

master

 

commended

 

the

 

dishonest

 

manager

 

for

 

his

 

shrewdness.

 

For

 

the

 

sons

 

of

 

this

 

world

 

are

 

more

 

shrewd

 

in

 

dealing

 

with

 

their

 

own

 

generation

 

than

 

the

 

sons

 

of

 

light.

 

And

 

I

 

tell

 

you,

 

make

 

friends

 

for

 

yourselves

 

by

 

means

 

of

 

unrighteous

 

wealth,

 

so

 

that

 

when

 

it

 

fails

 

they

 

may

 

receive

 

you

 

into

 

the

 

eternal

 

dwellings.

How

 

can

 

we

 

understand

 

Jesus

 

talking

 

in

 

such

 

a

 

way?

 

Does

 

it

 

support

 

my

 

young

 

view

 

of

 

rich

 

farmers

 

as

 

the

 

best

 

people

 

in

 

the

 

world?

 

And

 

does

 

it

 

go

 

further

 

and

 

say

 

do

 

what

 

you

 

can

 

to

 

get

 

one

 

over

 

on

 

authority

 

to

 

get

 

yourself

 

ahead?
I

 

think

 

Jesus

 

was

 

talking

 

tongue

 

in

 

cheek.

 

The

 

last

 

paragraph

 

of

 

the

 

parable asserts

 

the

 

true

 

meaning

    

when he

  

says,

 

If

 

then

 

you

 

have

 

not

 

been

 

faithful

 

with

 

the

 

dishonest

 

wealth,

 

who

 

will

 

entrust

 

you

 

to

 

the

 

true

 

riches?

 
  

(

 

the

 

true

 

riches

 

being

 

eternal

 

life

 

with

 

God.)
The

 

conclusion,

 

which

 

is

 

most

 

important

 

is,

 

You

 

cannot

 

serve

 

God

 

and

 

man.

There

 

is

 

more

 

evidence

 

that

 

Jesus

 

was

 

joking

 

when

 

he

 

used

 

the

 

sentences

 

that

 

are

 

difficult

 

for

 

us

 

to

 

understand

 

unless

 

we

 

approach

 

them

 

in

 

the

 

right

 

light.In

 

the

 

last

 

word

 

of

 

the

 

above

 

paragraph

 

translators

 

have

 

let

 

us

 

down

 

by

 

using

  

the

 

wrong

 

word.

 

In

 

the

 

Greek

 

text

 

of

 

St

 

Luke's

 

Gospel

 

the

 

word

 

is

 

'tents'.

 

When

 

you

 

say

 

'eternal

 

tents'

 

surely

 

that

 

is

 

a

 

joke?

 

There

 

was

 

a

 

context

 

of

 

religiosity

 

in

 

tents

 

in

 

the

 

Old

 

Testament

 

because

 

services

 

were

 

held

 

in

 

them,

 

as

 

we

 

sometimes

 

do

 

today.

 

But

 

by

 

the

 

time

 

of

 

Jesus

 

dwellings

 

had

 

long

 

become

 

houses

 

except

 

for

 

the

 

poorest

 

people

 

and

 

soldiers

 

in

 

transit.

 

        

                     
           
             

            

            
              

  
         

              
               

         

                 
     

               
               
              

              
                   

           
          

             
            

           

             
  

  
                

                
     

     
  

     
     

  

  

      
           

               
              

              
  

       
 

       
              

            

             

             
The

 
Flight

 
into

 
Egypt

This  message  has  
been

 
received

 
from

 

Mary

 

Bartley

 

of

 

Cilcain:

Many

 

of

 

us

 

would

 

have

 

sent

 

or

 

received

 

Christmas

 

cards

 

showing

 

Joseph

 

leading

 

a

 

donkey

 

with

 

Mary

 

on

 

its

 

back

 

carrying

 

Baby

 

Jesus

 

in

 

her

 

arms.

 

We

 

call

 

it

 

"The

 

flight

 

into

 

Egypt"

 

and

 

I

 

have

 

often

 

wondered

 

why

 

God

 

chose

 

to

 

put

 

the

 

Holy

 

Family

 

(

 

His

 

Son

 

)

 

into

 

such

 

great

 

danger.

 

I

 

know

 

Herod

 

was

 

on

 

a

 

murderous

 

warpath,

 

but

 

to

 

send

 

Joseph

 

and

 

the

 

family

 

out

 

to

 

travel

 

something

 

like

 

two

 

hundred

 

miles

 

or

 

more

 

across

 

the

 

desert,

 

crossing

 

terrain

 

riddled

 

with

 

bandits

 

and

 

suchlike

 

seems

 

somewhat

 

foolhardy
.

 

So,

 

they

 

reach

 

Egypt

 

and

 

stay

 

there

 

until

 

Angel

 

Gabriel

 

tells

 

them

 

to

 

go

 

to

 

the

 

land

 

of

 

Israel,

 

to

 

Galilee,

 

and

 

to

 

Nazareth

 

where

 

they

 

finally

 

settle

 

down.

 

(

 

Matthew

 

chapters

 

2
,3

 

)
To

 

me,

 

it's

 

a

 

wonder

 

they

 

arrived

 

safely

 

anywhere

 

considering

 

all

 

the

 

dangers

 

they

 

must

 

have

 

encountered.
What

 

do

 

other

 

readers

 

think?
Mary

 

Bartley

 

-

 

Cilcain

 

church

I'm

 

very

 

grateful

 

to

 

Mary

 

for

 

her

 

observation

 

and

 

want

 

to

 

make

 

a

 

response,

 

but

 

mine

 

is

 

nowhere

 

near

 

the

 

final

 

say,

 

so

 

would

 

be

 

grateful

 

if

 

others

 

would

 

also

 

do

 

so.
What

 

we

 

know

 

is

 

that

 

if

 

Joseph

 

had

 

not

 

been

 

warned

 

in

 

a

 

dream

 

to

 

flee

 

to

 

Egypt

 

taking

 

Jesus

 

and

 

Mary,

 

which

 

they

 

did

 

at

 

night
,

 

the

 

baby

 

would

 

have

 

been

 

killed

 

by

 

Herod's

 

soldiers.

 

(

 

Matthew

 

2:
13,14

 

)

 

These

 

clearly

 

had

 

an

 

indication

 

that

 

the

 

boy's

 

origin

 

was

 

Bethlehem

 

because

 

that

 

was

 

where

 

they

 

killed

 

all

 

the

 

boys

 

under

 

two

 

years;

 

it

 

must

 

have

 

been

 

about

 

two

 

years

 

before

 

the

 

massacre

 

took

 

place.
Travelling

 

outside

 

Herod's

 

jurisdiction

 

was

 

clearly

 

the

 

only
good

  

thing

 

to

 

do. The

 

straight-line

 

distance

 

between

 

Israel

 

and

 

Egypt

 

is

 

380

 

miles,

 

but

 

there

 

was

 

a

 

coast-road
,

 

probably

 

a

 

bit

 

longer,

 

which

 

was

 

fairly

 

safe

   

because

 

it

 

was

 

manned

 

by

 

Roman

 

soldiers.

 

The

 

journey

 

came

 

in

 

for

 

elaborate

 

description

 

of

 

miracles

 

in

 

later

 

Christian

 

stories,

 

such

 

as

 

palm

 

trees

 

bending

 

down

 

to

 

supply

 

the

 

Holy

 

Family

 

with

 

water

 

and

 

food;

 

in

 

the

 

early

 

Middle

 

Ages

 

the

 

Church

 

demanded

 

that

 

the

 

stories

 

be

 

stopped

 

because

 

they

 

went

 

too

 

far.

   

There

 

is

 

no

 

accurate

 

knowledge

 

of

 

when

 

the

 

time

 

in

 

Egypt

 

finished

 

due

 

to

 

the

 

death

 

of

 

Herod

 

the

 

Great

 

-

 

it

 

might

 

have

 

been

 

two

 

to

 

four

 

years

 

in

 

Christian

 

terms.

 

In

 

Muslim

 

terms

 

there

 

is

 

an

 

account

 

that

 

they

 

were

 

there

 

until

 

Jesus

 

was

 

twelve.

 

Having

 

said

 

all

 

that,

 

this

 

story

 

only

 

appears

 

in

 

St

 

Matthew's

 

gospel;

 

in

 

St

 

Luke's

 

gospel

 

the

 

Holy

 

Family

 

went

 

to

 

Jerusalem

 

where

 

Jesus

 

was

 

taken

 

to

 

the

 

Temple

 

for

 

the

 

Jewish

 

rite

 

of

 

membership.

 

(

 

Luke

 

2
:

 

22-38

 

).

8

                                        St David & St Patrick

It happens this month that there will be the festive days of the Welsh and Irish 
patron saints - these are the days, 1st March and 17th March, when they died 
and their lives are celebrated.
They lived a long time ago, Patrick in the fifth century AD, David in the sixth 
century AD and the exact years are not very certain, but there is quite an 
amount known about their lives, especially in regard to their Christian service.

Patrick was born into a Romano-British family on our main island of Britain. 
There is a strong tradition that it was within Wales, but could have been 
England or Scotland. It is known that his father Calpurnius was a deacon, his 
grandfather a priest in Gaul, but he had no definite faith when he was captured 
by Irish pirates    at 16 years of age. He was taken to Ireland and set to work as 
a shepherd on the west coast. During six years there he became a Christian 
and received a vision to escape after this time. He did this and ran away to a 
port two hundred miles away. With difficulty he arranged a ship to Britain, and 
eventually came back to his family. He continued to study Christian faith.

 

A few years later he had a vision which he recounted as follows:

I saw a man coming, as it were from Ireland. His name was Victoricus, and he 
carried many letters, and he gave me one of them. I read the heading: ' The 
Voice of the Irish.' As I began the letter, I imagined in that moment that I heard 
the voice of those very people who were near to wood of Foclut, which is 
beside the western sea - and they cried out with one voice: We appeal to you, 
holy servant boy, to come and which gradually  walk among us.

He studied in Europe, mainly at Auxerre and spent time in Marmoutier Abbey.
He was ordained at Lerins Abbey by St Germanus of Auxerre.
Following the meaning of his vision he returned to Ireland as a Christian 
missionary. He was not always welcomed by the locals and moved about, 
staying for a rest at islands off the Skerries coast, one of which is still called 
Inis-Patrick. He formed a sanctuary at Saul which gradually became accepted 
and attracted many people. He wrote some time later:

Never before did they know of God except to serve idols and unclean things. 
But now, they have become the people of the Lord, and are called children of 
God. 

His work was not always easy and because he was foreign to Ireland and also 
rejected turned down personal gifts from Irish kings he was sometimes 
suffered beating and was at one time taken captive for 60 days. He also 
suffered a dispute with a leader called Coroticus who enslaved some of 
Patrick's converts.                       8
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John

 
Foxlee

Luke  is  our  Gospel-writer  in  the  
Sunday

 
Lectionary

 
until

 
the

 
end

 
of

 
this

 

Church
 

year.
 

Then
 

we
 

will
 

go
 

to
 

the
 

Gospel

 

of

 

Matthew

 

in

 

the

 

three-year

 

cycle

 

and

 

after

 

that

 

Mark.

 

They

 

are

 

denoted

 

year

 

A

 

to

 

C,

 

this

 

year

 

being

 

C.
These

 

three,

 

Matthew,

 

Mark

 

and

 

Luke

 

are

 

called

 

the

 

synoptic

 

Gospels

 

because

 

they

 

are

 

similar

 

in

 

outline

 

and

 

many

 

of

 

the

 

descriptions

 

of

 

Jesus'

 

ministry

 

and

 

the

 

parables,

 

although

 

there

 

are

 

differences

 

in

 

their

 

emphasis

 

on

 

themes

 

that

 

they

 

favour.

 

Also

 

in

 

their

 

witnessing

 

to

 

the

 

events

 

they

 

vary

 

a

 

little,

 

which

 

is

 

to

 

be

 

expected.
The

 

Gospel

 

of

 

John

 

stands

 

on

 

its

 

own,

 

but

 

is

 

not

 

neglected

 

in

 

the

 

Lectionary.

 

It

 

is

 

used

 

at

 

special

 

times

 

of

 

the

 

year,

 

such

 

as

 

Easter

 

or

 

Christmas.
The

 

Gospels

 

describe

 

the

 

path

 

of

 

Our

 

Lord

 

and

 

they

 

are

 

the

 

foundation

 

of

 

our

 

faith.

In  all  English  versions  of  the  Bible  that  I  have  
looked

 
at

 
the

 
words

 
used

 
are

 
dwellings  (NRSV),  

habitations
 

(King
 

James),
 

home
 

(Good
 

News).
 

Even

 

in

 

the

 

William
 

Tyndale,
 

which
 

is
 

the
 

first
 

known

 

to

 

have

 

been

 

translated

 

from

 

Greek

 

it
 

is
 

'
habitacions'

 

The

 

Latin

 

Vulgate

 

says

 

'

 

tabernacula.'
The

 

Welsh

 

Bible,

 

which

 

Revd

 

Eirlys

 

Gruffyd

 

told

 

me

 

once

 

was

  

positively

 

translated

 

from

 

Greek

 

says

 

'belyll'

 

which

 

means

 

tents.

 

It

 

would

 

be

 

interesting

 

to

 

know

 

whether

 

fluent

 

Welsh

 

speakers

 

find

 

the

 

concept

 

of

 

living

 

in

 

eternal

 

tents

 

amusing.

 

The

 

examples

 

of

 

mistranslation

 

rob

 

us

 

of

 

the

 

joke.

Some

 

people

 

will

 

think

 

that

 

Jesus

 

was

 

a

 

serious

 

teacher

 

not

 

given

 

to

 

humour. There

 

is

 

no

 

record

 

of

 

him

 

smiling

 

or

 

laughing

 

in

 

the

 

Gospels

 

but

 

I

 

believe

 

he

 

did

 

so

 

often

 

so

 

they

 

neglected

 

to

 

mention

 

it.

 

There

 

is

 

much

 

humour

 

in

 

records

 

of

 

what

 

he

 

said:

 

In

 

Matthew

 

11:19

 

in

 

comparison

 

with

 

John

 

the

 

Baptist

 

he

 

said,

 

the

 

Son

 

of

 

Man

 

came

 

eating

 

and

 

drinking,

 

and

 

they

 

said,

 

'Look

 

a

 

glutton

 

and

 

a

 

drunkard....'
In

 

Luke

 

9:

 

54

 

when

 

they

 

were

 

not

 

received

 

in

 

a

 

Samaritan

 

village

 

James

 

and

 

John

 

asked

 

him

 

if

 

they

 

should

 

bring

 

fire

 

from

 

heaven

 

down

 

to

 

consume

 

the

 

village.

 

He

 

rebuked

 

them,

 

but

 

gave

 

them

 

the

 

nickname,

 

Sons

 

of

 

Thunder.

      

(

 

Mark

 

3:
17

 

)
There

 

are

 

many

 

other

 

subtle

 

examples

 

of

 

Jesus '

 

humour

 

which

 

show

 

him

 

to

 

be

 

a

 

lively

 

and

 

likeable

 

character ,

 

one

 

who

 

is

 

attractive

 

to

 

this

 

day

 

and

 

age.

He

 

means

 

us

 

to

 

be

 

honest

 

in

 

all

 

our

 

dealings

 

but

 

to

 

get

 

that

 

over

 

to

 

us

 

in

 

a

 

way

 

that,

 

notwithstanding

 

its

 

seriousness,

 

enables

 

us

 

to

 

note

 

it

 

with

 

laughter.

              
            

              
 

             

            
            
           

                              

            
        
             

             
 

 
               

          
   

            
               

   
               
            

            
             
             

           
           

            
            

 
                  

              
  

            
              
           

               
            

                     

9
We  should  not  dismiss  the  
story

 
because

 
of

 
this;

 
the

 

events

 

were

 

before

 

any

 

of

 

the

 

gospel

 

writers

 

came

 

on

 

the

 

scene,

 

and

 

Matthew

 

was

 

probably

 

the

 

one

 

who

 

had

 

close

 

contact

 

with

 

Mary,

 

the

 

mother

 

of

 

Jesus,

 

who

 

could

 

talk

 

about

 

his

 

early

 

life.
In

 

addition

 

there

 

is

 

a

 

reference

 

in

 

Matthew

 

2:15

 

to

 

a

 

Godly

 

reference

 

in

 

Hosea

 

11:1

 

which

 

states

 

'

 

out

 

of

 

Egypt

 

I

 

have

 

called

 

my

 

son.'

 

When

 

the

 

Holy

 

Family

 

arrived

 

back

 

in

 

Israel,

 

the

 

gospel

 

of

 

Matthew

 

tells

 

that

 

Herod

 

the

 

Great's

 

inheritance

 

had

 

been

 

divided

 

between

 

Archelaus

 

and

 

another

 

son

 

Herod.

 

Joseph

 

settled

 

them

 

in

 

Nazareth

 

because

 

it

 

was

 

it

 

the

 

latter's

 

region

 

and

 

Archelaus

 

had

 

a

 

terribly

 

bloody

 

reputation

   

as

   

a

 

result

 

of
which

 

he

 

was

 

deposed

 

by

 

the

 

Romans

 

in

 

a

 

short

 

time.

 
             
       

A

 

huge

 

number

 

of

 

paintings

 

were

 

produced

 

from

 

the

 

early

 

Middle

 

Ages

 

to

 

the

 

nineteenth

 

century

 

displaying

 

the

 

Holy

 

Family

 

on

 

the

 

road

 

or

 

in

 

Egypt.

 

The

 

one

 

below

 

is

 

by

 

Edwin

 

Long

 

from

 

the

 

middle

 

of

 

the

 

nineteenth

 

century
.

 

    

Two

 

Fairly

 Local  Priests  from  our  

Prayer

 

Diary

In
 

the
 

prayer
 

diary

 

this

 

month

 

there

 

are

 

two

 

priests

 

who

 

died

 

in

 

the

 

seventeenth

 

and

 

eighteenth

 

centuries

 

and

 

came

 

from

 

different

 

places

 

about

 

forty

 

miles

 

from

 

here.

 

They

 

are

 

George

 

Herbert,

 

died

 

1633,

 

and

 

Thomas

 

Bray,
died

 

1730.
George

 

was

 

born

 

in

 

1593

 

in

 

Montgomery,

 

Powys,

 

which

 

now

 

is

 

in

 

the

 

diocese

 

of

 

St

 

Asaph.

 

The

 

Herbert

 

family

 

was

 

extremely

 

wealthy

 

and

 

George

 

was

 

related

 

to

 

the

 

immensely

 

powerful

 

Earls

 

of

 

Pembroke.

 

His

 

father

 

Richard

 

died

 

when

 

George

 

was

 

three,

 

but

 

his

 

mother

 

Magdalen

 

pushed

 

for

 

a

 

very

 

good

 

education

  

for

 

him.

 

He

 

had

 

influential

 

godfathers,

 

such

 

as

 

John

 

Donne.

9

Although not certain, it is said he converted 100,000 people to Christianity 
and establishment of the faith certainly progressed in Ireland.
A prayer which he is said to have used when a chieftan was trying to prevent 
him from going to convert people in Tara into the faith, called ' St Patrick's 
Breastplate.' ( This is a shortened version which is often used as a prayer.)

                                    

I arise today through God's strength to pilot me, God's might to uphold me,
God's wisdom to guide me, God's eye to see before me, God's ear to hear 
me,
God's word to speak for me, God's hand to guard me, God's way to lie before,
God's shield to protect me, God's host to s lordecure me against snares of 
devils, against temptations and vices, against inclinations of nature, 
against everyone who shall wish me ill, afar and anear, alone and in a crowd.

Christ be with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in me,
Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ on my right, Christ on my left,
Christ where I lie, Christ where I sit, Christ where I arise, 
Christ in the heart of every one who speaks of me,
Christ in the mouth of every one who speaks of me, 
Christ in every eye that sees me, Christ in every ear that hears me,
Salvation is of the Lord, Salvation is of the Lord, Salvation is of the Christ.
May your salvation, O Lord, be ever with us.

David lived in much of the sixth century, but the exact dates, like those of 
Patrick, are much discussed by scholars. What is certain is that he came from 
a privileged family, his mother being St Non and his grandfather Ceredig ap 
Cunedda, king of Ceredigion. The tradition is that he was born in Henfynyw, 
Ceredigion. Nothing seems to be known about his study and ordination, but 
he became extremely active in founding monastic settlements and churches 
in Wales, Dumnonia ( which is the area of Dorset, Devon and Cornwall today )
and in Brittany in modern-day France. Later on he returned to his homeland 
and founded a monastery on the site of today's St David's cathedral in the 
Glyn Rhosyn valley of Pembrokeshire, near the sea.
Around 550 he attended the Synod of Brefi, where he took a determined 
stand against Pelagianism, as a result of which his fellow monks elected him 
primate of the region. ( Pelagianism was a controversial theology developed 
in Rome by Pelagius, a monk from either Wales or Ireland, who was 
eventually declared a heretic.) David's  stand on this was also celebrated by 
renaming the place Llandewi - Brefi in support of him, by which name it still 
goes.

There is a story told that there was such a large crowd listening to him there
                                                            9 
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George  entered  Westminster  
School

 
at

 
the

 
age

 
of

 
12.

 
He

 

was

 

admitted

 

to

 

Trinity
 

College

 

Cambridge

 

in

 

1609

 

and

 

graduated

 

with

 

a

 

Master's

 

degree

 

at

 

the

 

age

 

of

 

23

 

in

 

1609.

 

He

 

stayed

 

at

 

the

 

College,

 

becoming

 

Public

 

Orator

 

from

 

1620

 

to

 

1627.
In

 

1624

 

he

 

became

 

a

 

member

 

of

 

parliament

 

representing

 

Montgomery

 

as

 

a

 

Tory,

 

which

 

looked

 

as

 

though

 

he

 

would

 

take

 

a

 

career

 

in

 

court.

 

However

 

in

 

the

 

following

 

year

 

King

 

James

 

1,

 

who

 

had

 

favoured

 

him,

 

died,

 

as

 

did

 

two

 

of

 

his

 

wealthy

 

patrons.

 

He

 

seemed

 

to

 

decide

 

for

 

one

 

reason

 

or

 

another

 

to

 

go

 

into

 

the

 

church.He

 

was

 

presented

 

with

 

the

 

living

 

at

 

Fugglestone

 

St

 

Peter

 

near

 

Salisbury

 

in

 

1629.

 

(

 

His

 

position

 

at

 

Cambridge

 

depended

 

upon

 

his

 

priesthood,

 

but

 

in

 

general

 

the

 

academic

 

life

 

did

 

not

 

demand

   

them

 

practising.)
This

 

was

 

a

 

rural

 

parish,

 

where

 

he

 

lived,

 

preached

 

and

 

wrote

 

poetry

 

and

 

books He

 

married

 

about

 

the

 

same

 

time

 

as

 

taking

 

up

 

this

 

role

 

and

 

they

 

adopted

 

three

 

orphaned

 

nieces.

 

He

 

took

 

two

 

services

 

a

 

day,

 

and

 

twice

 

a

 

week

 

he

 

took

 

the

 

short

 

journey

 

into

 

Salisbury

 

to

 

attend

 

cathedral

 

services

 

and

 

play

 

music

 

with

 

the

 

cathedral

 

musicians.
Sadly,

 

after

 

three

 

years,

 

after

 

a

 

lifetime

 

of

 

poor

 

health

 

he

 

died

 

from

 

consumption

 

only

 

three

 

years

 

after

 

taking

 

holy

 

orders.Since

 

then

 

his

 

legacy

 

as

 

a

 

prose

 

writer,

 

musician

 

and

 

hymn

 

writer

 

has

 

increased

 

throughout

 

the

 

Christian

 

world.

 

Teach

 

me

 

my

 

God

 

and

 

King

 

is

 

for

 

instance

 

is

 

one

 

of

 

his

 

compositions

 

which

 

is

 

in

 

many

 

universal

 

hymn

 

books
.

Thomas

 

Bray

 

was

 

born

 

in

 

Marton

 

Shropshire

 

in

 

1656

 

or

 

8.

 

Although

 

he

 

was

 

educated

 

at

 

Oswestry

 

School

 

and

 

Oxford

 

University

 

he

 

was

 

not

 

wealthy

 

and

 

in

 

spite

 

of

 

completing

 

a

  

doctor

 

of

 

divinity

 

degree

 

at

 

Oxford,

 

was

 

unable

 

to

 

pay

 

fees

 

so

 

it

 

was

 

not

 

granted.

 

He

 

started

 

as

 

a

 

curate

 

in

 

Bridgnorth

 

and

 

in

 

1690

 

became

 

rector

 

of

 

St

 

Giles

 

church

 

Sheldon.

 

He

 

wrote

 

books

 

on

 

theology

 

and

 

gained

 

the

 

attention

 

of

 

Henry

 

Compton,

 

Bishop

 

of

 

London,

 

who

 

appointed

 

him

 

to

 

set

 

up

 

the

 

Church

 

of

 

England

 

in

 

Maryland.

 

Bray

 

knew

 

that

 

young

 

priests

 

who

 

accepted

 

posts

 

abroad

 

were

 

often

 

poor

 

and

 

had

 

no

 

access

 

to

 

religious

 

books,

 

so

 

he

 

made

 

his

 

acceptance

 

conditional

 

upon

 

supplying

 

religious

 

books

 

This

 

initiative

 

became

 

the

 

Society

 

for

 

Promoting

 

Christian

 

Knowledge,

 

started

 

in

 

1698.

 

He

 

did

 

a

 

lot

 

of

 

missionary

 

work

 

among

 

slaves

 

and

 

native

 

Indians

 

but

 

left

 

suddenly

 

in

 

1700

 

because

 

Quakers

 

were

 

attempting

 

to

 

prevent

 

the

 

CoE'
s establishment

 

in

 

North

 

America.

 

He

 

was

 

successful

 

in

 

most

 

of

 

his

 

work,

 

and

 

helped

 

set

 

up

 

the

 

Society

 

for

 

the

 

Propogation

 

of

 

the

 

Gospel,

 

now

 

USPG.
He

 

spent

 

the

 

rest

 

of

 

his

 

long

 

life

 

as

 

rector

 

of

 

St

 

Botolph's,

 

Aldgate,

 

continuing in

 

his

 

work

 

with

 

charity

 

children

 

and

 

with

 

prisoners

 

at

 

Newgate

 

Prison.

 

He

 

died

 

on

 

15th

 

February

 

1730

 

and

 

although

 

worried

 

that

 

his

 

reform

 

socities

 

might

 

fail,

 

they

 

have

 

continued

 

and

 

developed

 

strongly

 

in

 

their

 

good

 

work.
He

 

was

 

buried

 

in

 

St

 

Botolph's

 

churchyard.

 

The

 

missions

 

of

 

these

 

two

 

have

 

survived

 

and

 

grown

 

strongly

 

in

 

the

 

time

 

since

 
their  deaths                                                            

that he placed a handkerchief on the ground and stood upon it, with a small 
hill rising to allow him to be seen.    A dove  is  said  to  have  appeared  on  his

 shoulder.  In  stained  glass  illustrations  of  him  the  hill  and  dove  are  often  
featured. You must please yourself whether to believe these elaborations.

He became very stringent about monastic rules while in charge of the Glyn 
Rhosyn monastery. Monks while ploughing, pulled the plough themselves, 
ate only bread with salt and herbs, and drank only water.
The history of St Dyfnog , who started out as the monastery beer and 
winemaker

 
shows that this stricture of David developed in time.   After a 

while he told
 

Brother Dyfnog that his skill was not needed any longer, and 
he

 
decided

 
to

 
go

 
to

 
Ireland

 
where presumably the monks would have 

maintained
 

the
 

bucolic
 

tradition. His boat sank in a storm and he swam 
back

 
to

 
the

 
Welsh

 
shore

 
and

 
returned

 
to ask David what to do; David told 

him
 

that
 

people
 

in
 

the
 

north
 

of
 

Wales
 

needed religious help, so  made his 
way

 
here.

 
He

 
found

 
a

 
community

 
near

 
Denbigh where they needed him and 

he
 

needed
 

a
 

very
 

good
 

small
 

waterfall
 

which apart from good baptism-
immersion

 
was

 
an

 
excellent

 
source

 
of

 
water

 
for making alcoholic beverage. 

It
 

is
 

now
 

Llanrhaeadr,
 

where
 

his
 

baptismal
 

pool can be seen near the 
church.

 

There
 
is

 
another

 
story

 
about

 
David

 
which

 
has

 
importance

 
to

 
our

 
diocese.

St
 
Mungo

 
was

 
driven

 
away

 
from

 
his

 
native

 
Scotland

 
and

 
travelled

 
to

 
David's

 

monastery,
 
where

 
he

 
stayed

 
for

 
a

 
while.

 
He

 
asked

 
what

 
service

 
he

 
could

 
do,

 

and
 
David

 
suggested

 
he

 
come

 
to

 
northern

 
Wales,

 
presumably

 
because

 
he

 

thought
 
the

 
people

 
needed

 
help.

 
Mungo,

 
who

 
became

 
known

 
as

 
Kentigern

 

came
 
to

 
Llanelwy

 
and

 
built

 
a

 
monastery

 
and

 
cathedral.

 
He

 
went

 
back

 
to

 

Glasgow
 
after

 
a

 
few

 
years

 
and

 
appointed

 
Asaph

 
as

 
the

 
bishop.

David
 
lived

 
to

 
a

 
good

 
age,

 
probably

 
about

 
90.

 
His

 
last

 
sermon

 
was

 
on

 
the

 

Sunday
 
before

 
he

 
died

 
(
 
thought

 
to

 
be

 
on

 
a

 
Tuesday.)

 
In

 
it
 
he

 
said,

Arglwyddi,
 
brodyr,

 
a

 
chwiorydd,

 
Byddwch

 
lawen

 
a

 
chadwch

 
eich

 
ffyd

 
a'ch

 

credd,
 
a

 
gwnewch

 
y
 
petheu

 
bychain

 
a

 
glywsoch

 
ac

 
y
 
welsoch

 
gennyf

 
i.
 
A

 

mwynhau
 
a

 
gerdaf

 
y
 
fford

 
yd

 
aeth

 
an

 
tadeu

 
idi.

Lord,
 
brothers,

 
and

 
sisters,

 
Be

 
joyful,

 
and

 
keep

 
your

 
faith

 
and

 
your

 
creed,

 
and

 

do
 
the

 
little

 
things

 
that

 
you

 
have

 
seen

 
me

 
do

 
and

 
heard

 
about.

 
And

 
as

 
for

 
me,

 

I
 
will

 
walk

 
the

 
path

 
that

 
our

 
fathers

 
have

 
trod

 
before

 
us.

David
 
was

 
buried

  
in what

 
is
 
now

 
St

 
David's

 
cathedral,

 
his

 
shrine

 
being

 
a
 

popular
 
pilgrimage

 
place

 
through

 
the

 
Middle

 
Ages.

 
Because

 
it
 
was

 
near

 
the

 

sea
 
Vikings

 
raided

 
and

 
destroyed

 
artefacts.

 
In

 
1275

 
a

 
new

 
shrine

 
was

 

made

 

which
 

was
 

partly
 

dismantled,
 

including
 

the
 

bones,
 

by
 

a
 

Protestant
 

bishop

 

in

 

the
 

16th
 

century.
 

The
 

shrine
 

was
 

restructured
 

in
 

this
 

century.    10J..
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               Worship in March  2020

Sunday 1st March                                   

Cilcain 11.00 Morning Worship

 Gwernaffield                             11.00 Morning Worshi p
                                                   18.00 Holy Communion ( Healing Service )
 Llanferres                                  11.15 Holy Communion
 Nannerch                                  09.30 Holy Communion
 Rhydymwyn                              09.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 8th March                          

Cilcain                                      08.00 Holy Communion
Gwernaffield                            11.00 Morning Worship
                                                 18.00 Evensong
Llanferres                                 09.30 Morning Worship
Nannerch                                 09.30 Family Service
Rhydymwyn                             09.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 15th March       

Cilcain                                        11.00 Morning Worship
Gwernaffield                               11.00 Holy Communion

                                                    18.00 Evensong
Llanferres                                    09.30 Holy Communion
Nannerch                                    09.30 Morning Worship
Rhydymwyn                                09.30 Morning Worship                         

                                     16.00 Messy Church in the Church Hall

11

   

  

   

First of Lent

Second of Lent

Third of Lent
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Sunday 22nd March                  

Cilcain 11.00 Holy Communion

 Gwernaffield                                   
                                                   

  
 

Llanferres                                   09.30 Morning Worship
Nannerch                                   09.30 Family Holy Communion
Rhydymwyn                              16.00  Holy  Communion

Midweek  Services:        Monday  09.30  
Llanferres

 
Morning

 

Prayer
                                      

Tuesday
 

09.30
 

Gwernaffield

 

Holy

 

Communion

                                      

Wednesday

 

10.30

 

Cilcain

 

Holy

 

Communion
On  Tuesday  15th  October,  Young  
Farmers'

 
Harvest

 
Service

 
at

 
Cilcain

Answers  to  
Bible

 
Quiz:

1.  8  -  Noah  and  his  wife,  
their

 
3

 
sons

 
and

 
their

 

wives

2.

 

Elephaz

 

the

 

Temanite
,

 

Bildad

 

the

 

Shuhite,

 

Zophar

 

the

 

Namathite

3.

 

The

 

fingers

 

of

 

a

 

human

 

hand

 

started

 

writing

 

on

 

the

 

palace

 

wall.

4.

 

Zebedee

5.

 

He

 

fell

 

asleep,

 

fell

 

out

 

of

 

an

 

upstairs

 

window,

 

was

 

killed,

 

but

 

revived

 

by

 

Paul.

6.

 

Onesimus

 

12

   

           

                                         

                               
                                                    

                                    
                                                       

                                     
                                

                                                     

                       

                               
                                                                                            

                                     

                 

                                   

There

 

will

 

be

 

Morning

 

Prayer

 

at

 

Llanferres

 

each

 

Monday

 

at

 

9.30am

Holy

 

Communion

 

at

 

Gwernaffield

 

at

 

9.30am

 

each

 

Tuesday

    
 

Holy

 

Communion

 

at

 

Cilcain

 

at

 

10.30am

 

each

 

Wednesday

   
 .

      

   Fourth of Lent

9.30 Breakfast Morning Praise
18.00 Evensong

Mold  Mission  Area  News:

Revd.  Dr  Raymond  
Bayley,

 
who

 
lives

 
in

 

Mold

 

and

 

often

 

takes

 

services

 

in

 

St

 

Mary's

 

church

 

in

 

Mold,

 

will

 

be

 

moving

 

to

 

The

 

College

 

of

 

St

 

Barnabas

 

in

 

Lingfield.

 

Raymond

 

is

 

retired

 

as

 

Priest-Warden

 

of

 

Ruthin

 

and

 

is

 

a

 

highly

 

respected

 

member

 

of

 

the

 

clergy,

 

much-loved

 

by

 

many.

 

We

 

wish

 

him

 

an

 

excellent

 

further

 

retirement

 

in

 

his

 

collegiate

 

retirement

 

at

 

Lingfield.

Ash

 

Wednesday

 

Commissioning

 

Service:

 

This

 

will

 

take

 

place

 

at

 

Pontblyddyn

 

at

 

7pm.

 

New

 

Worship

 

Leaders

 

and

 

Pastoral

 

Assistants,

 

who

 

have

 

taken

 

courses

 

with

 

Revd

 

Kathy

 

and

 

Dr

 

Wendy

 

will

 

be

 

commissioned

 

and

 

those

 

already

 

working

 

in

 

these

 

roles

 

will

 

renew

 

their

 

commitment.

 

Please

 

come

 

to

 

the

 

service

 

to

 

support

 

them

 

and

 

ask

 

for

 

a

 

lift

 

to

 

Christchurch

 

if

 

you

 

need

 

one.

Lent

 

Courses:

 

These

 

will

 

take

 

place

 

from

 

Tuesday

 

3rd

 

March,

 

10.30am

 

at

 

Holy

 

Trinity

 

Gwernaffield

 

(

 

after

 

9.30

 

Eucharist

 

),

 

and

 

Wednesday

 

4th

 

March, 7.
30am

 

at

 

Christchurch

 

Pontblyddyn.

St

 

Eurgain

 

and

 

St

 

Peter's

 

church,

 

Northop,

 

while

 

still

 

without

 

a

 

vicar,

 

is

 
bearing  up  well  
during

 
the

 
vacancy;

 

Wendy

 

and

 

Kathy

 

are

 

taking

 

quite

 

a

 

lot

 
of  the  services  there.   
We

 
pray

 
that

 
they

 
will

 

continue

 

to

 

be

 

strong

 

in

 

vigour!

 

Sunday 29th March             Fifth of Lent

 Llanferres                              10.30 Bro Famau joint Holy Communion
Gwernaffield                           18.00 Evensong

Night Shelter in Pontblyddyn Church

This has started over the winter months and Pontblyddyn Church is hosting 
the initiative for rough sleepers from Wrexham on Sunday nights. So far we 
have been looking after seven guests and we are thankful that we have 
been able to offer food, shelter and warmth during the dreadful weather 
over the past few weeks. It's not too late to volunteer to help - please 
contact Mel (07814 963804).

Wendy Shillito

Answers to Quiz on p.5:

1.B  2.C  3.D  4.B  5.A  6.A 7.C  8.B  9.D  10.D  11.D  12.C
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 1      

 2          

 3           

 4              

 5        

 6          

7         
    

       

8    

 9
   
       

10
       
   

11
        
     

12
       
      

13
    
       

14
          
      

15
      
        

16
   
       

17
           
     

18
  
     

19
    
      

 20
    
      

21
  
     

On these days of  March please  pray  for:

     

       

     

     

 

  

         Pi Day, the mathematical symbol 

       

    

    

        

     

      

        

     

   

     

     

        

     

   

     

Fair Trade Fortnight begins this Sunday

St David, Bishop 6th century, Patron Saint of Wales

Lent Group, 10.30am Gwernaffield church hall

Lent Group, 7pm Christ Church Pontblyddyn

Women's World Day of Prayer

Perpetua, Felicity & companions, Martyrs AD203

St Gregory of Nyssa, Bishop & Theologian c. AD395

     

Pope St Gregory the Great, AD604

World Speech Day

St Patrick (5th century) Bishop & Patron Saint of Ireland

 St Joseph  of Nazareth

St Cuthbert, Bishop, AD687; First Day of Spring

Thomas Cranmer 1556, Hugh Latimer, Nicholas Ridley, 
Robert Ferrar 1555, Bishops, Teachers & Martyrs

World Book Day

start of Shakepeare Week for primary schoolchildren

St Cyril of Jerusalem , Bishop AD386

Caedmon, first English religious poet, AD684

World Radio Day

International Women's Day

St John Ogilvie, Scottish Catholic Martyr, AD1615

13
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22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

 

     

        

     

  

     

       
     

A  Diocesan  
Consultation

 
to

 

Understand

 

and

 

Promote

 

Rural

 

Churches
A  wide-ranging  
consultation

 
has

 
been

 

launched

 

by

 

the

 

diocese,

 

headed

 

by

 

the

 

Archdeacon

 

of

 

Montgomery,

 

the

 

Venerable

 

Dr

 

Barry

 

Wilson.

 

He

 

said,

'

 

Rural

 

churches

 

across

 

the

 

diocese

 

want

 

to

 

be

 

open,

 

welcoming,

 

inclusive

 

and

 

relevant

 

places,

 

supporting

 

their

 

communitty

 

and

 

offering

 

a

 

spiritual

 

space

 

to

 

local

 

people

 

and

 

visitors.
In

 

recent

 

years

 

there

 

have

 

been

 

concerns.

 

congregations

 

worry

 

about

 

their

 

rising

 

age

 

profiles,

 

the

 

difficulty

 

in

 

attracting

 

new

 

members
,

 

especially

 

younger

 

families,

 

the

 

cost

 

of

 

keeping

 

ancient

 

buildings

 

in

 

good

 

repair

 

and

 

funding

 

the

 

provision

 

of

 

clergy.
There

 

are

 

already

 

examples

 

of

 

really

 

good

 

practice

 

going

 

on

 

in

 

our

 

churches,

 

many

 

of

 

which

 

are

 

still

 

the

 

hub

 

of

 

their

 

local

 

community

 

but

 

this

 

consultation

 

will

 

identify

 

how

 

we

 

can

 

do

 

better,

 

how

 

we

 

can

 

address

 

some

 

of

 

the

 

worries

 

of

 

the

 

congregations

  

and

 

meet

 

the

 

needs

 

of

 

the

 

community.'

According

 

to

 

the

 

last

 

census,

 

about

 

41%

 

of

 

the

 

population

 

of

 

our

 

diocese

 

live

 

in

 

a

 

rural

 

context.

  

(

 

This

 

is

 

counting

 

the

 

entire

 

population

 

and

 

it

 

may

 

be

 

that

 

the

 

rural

 

churches

 

proportion

 

of

 

attendees

 

is

 

greater

 

than

 

this.)
A

 

few

 

have

 

relatively

 

large

 

congregations
,

 

but

 

most

 

have

 

Sunday

 

congregations

 

of

 

between

 

10

 

to

 

20

 

people.
A

 

Rural

 

Strategy

 

Working

 

Group

 

has

 

been

 

set

 

up

 

to

 

oversee

 

and

 

shape

 

the

 

consultation.

 

It

 

will

 

take

 

place

 

throughout

 

the

 

rural

 

communities

 

in

 

March

 

and

 

April

 

and

 

online.

 

Barry

 

added

 

'
Please

 

get

 

involved

 

and

 

have

 

your

 

say.'

 

1
4

World Meteorological Day

Oscar Romero, 1980, Bishop & Martyr

Annunciation of our Lord to the Blessed Virgin Mary

Sr. Harriet Monsell, 1883, Community of St John the Baptist

International World Theatre Day

     

              

World Water Day ( International )      

30

31

Joint Eucharist at St Berres, Llanferres

Mission Area   Vestry  meeting,  St  Mary's  church,  Cilcain

World Bipolar Day

Spring  lambing  work  for  farmers

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

       Rural Strategy in the Diocese of St Asaph

This is a meeting forum that has been arranged within the diocese under 
Ven. Barry Thompson. There are about 50 people who meet from the 
whole diocese and two from our area are Revd Daniel Stroud and Diane 
McCarthy, the Diocesan Secretary.

The first meeting was on 19th October 2019 where they talked about a 
wide range of ideas: the general issues were, rural communities, rural 
church, rural issues, partnerships and prayer.

The general aim of the rural strategy was to reimagine the rural church 
for a sustainable future. The intention is for the strategy to reconnect the 
church and community, to help develop an outward facing church able to 
help and share the Christian faith with rural people, especially young 
people and families, the farming community and those isolated.

Those attending were asked about the ideas of the strategy, what their 
concerns were, what surprised them, and if they had questions. There are 
a lot of notes about it on the diocesan website and we look forward to 
more developments.                                                                        14      
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Holy Trinity, Gwernaffield - from Tracy Davies

Sales  
Table

All  items  are  gratefully  
accepted

 
-

 
all

 
monies

 

are

 

ploughed

 

back

 

into

 

the

 

running

 

costs

 

of

 

our

 

Church.
Mother's  
Union

Our  
next

 

meetin
g

 

will

 

be

 

on

 

Tuesd
ay

 

29
th

 

Octob
er

 

at

 

7.
15pm

 

-

 

the

 

speak
er

 

is

 

yet

 

to

 

be

 

arrang
ed.
New

 

Me
mbe
rs

 

are

 

alwa
ys

 

welc
ome

 

-

 

we

 

mee
t

 

on

 

the

 

last

 

Tue
sda
y

 

of

 

ever
y

 

mon
th

 

at

 

7.15
pm

 

in

 

the

 

Chu
rch

 

Hall.

 

Plea
sete
leph
one

 

Mrs

 

Gay
nor

 

Mor
gan

 

(

 

Sec
reta
ry

 

)

 

on

 

013
52

 

741
515

 

for

 

mor
e

 

infor
mati
on.

Coffee  Morning

Thank  you  to  all  
who

 
helped

 
with

 

baking

 

cakes,

 

serving

 

tea/

 

coffee

 

and

 

refreshments,

 

gelerous

 

donations

 

and

 

attending

 

the

 

event.

 

There

 

was

 

lots

 

of

 

chatter

 

and

 

laughter

 

and

 

a

 

total

 

of

 

£245.00

 

was

 

raised

 

for

 

Church

 

funds.

Christmas  
Games
We  will  be  holding  a  joint  Christmas  
Scrabble /

 
Whist

 
evening

 
on

 
Saturday

 
7th  

December
 

at
 

7.00pm
 

with
 

mince
 

pies
 

and
 

mulled

 

wine .

 

Entrance

 

is

 

£ 2 . 50
 

and
 

everyone

 

is

 

welcome.Harvest  
Services

A  warm  welcome  is  
extended

 
to

 
you

 
all

 
at

 

our

 

Harvest

 

Services

 

which

 

will

 

take

 

place

 

on

 

Sunday

 

6th

 

October

 

as

 

follows:
Morning

 

Worship

 

-

 

11.
00am
Holy

 

Communion

 

(

 

Healing

 

)

 

Service

 

-

 

6.00
pm

Fundraising  for  
2019

Saturday  28
th

 

September

 

at

 

7.00pm

 

-

 

Harvest

 

Hotpot

 

Supper

 

with

 

entertainme
nt

 

by

 

the

 

James

 

Lambert

 

Singers.

 

Tickets

 

are

 

6.00

 

and

 

you

 

can

 

bring

 

your

 

own

 

wine

 

with

 

you.

Sales  Table
All  items  are   gratefully  accepted  -  all  
monies

 
are

 
ploughed

 
back

 
into

 
the

 

running
 

costs
 

of
 

our
 

Church

Mold
 

Food
 

Bank
Donations

 
are

 
very

 
welcome, and

 

can

 

be

 

brought

 

to

 

the

 

back

 

of

 

the

 

church.

        
       

Mothers'

 

Union
               

              
           New  Members  are  always  welcome

 
-

 
we

 meet  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  every  month  at  7
.15pm

 
in

 
the

 
Church  Hall .  Please  telephone  

Mrs
 

Gaynor
 

Morgan
 

(
 

Secretary
 

)
 

on
 

01352
 

741515
 

for
 

more
 

information.
 

           
              
             

   
           
             
              

              
               

   

 
             

              
          

   

AROUND OUR CHURCHES

15

Christmas  Services
All  of  our  Christmas  Services  
were

 
well

 
attended.

 
Thank

 
you

 

to

 

everyone

 

involved,
 

especially
 

the

 

ladies

 

in

 

the

 

Flower

 

Guild

 

for

 

decorating

 

the

 

Church

 

so

 

beautifully

 

(

 

not

 

forgetting

 

Pat

 

Well

 

and

 

John

 

Edge

 

for

 

erecting

 

and

 

decorating

 

the

 

tree

 

)

 

!

 

It

 

was

 

a

 

pleasure,

 

too,

 

to

 

welcome

 

pupils

 

from

 

Ysgol-Y-Waun

 

for

 

their

 

Carol

 

Service.

 

Out

 

thanks

 

to

 

families

 

for

 

their

 

donation,

 

amounting

 

to

 

£47.00

 

to

 

Church

 

Funds.

The
 

second
 

draw
 

took
 

place
 

on
 Wednesday  1st  January  2020  -  congratulations

 

to

 

our

 lucky  winners:-

100  Club                                                                                                                         

1st

 

prize

 

(£50.00
)

 
-

 
No

 
19

 
Peter

 Green

2nd  prize  (£25.
00)

 

-

 

No

 

43

 

Neville

 

Howard
All

 

information

 

regarding

 

the

 

100

 

Club

 

is

 

available

 

from

 

Carol

 

Bradley

(

 

Tel

 

-

 

01352

 

74144

 

)

Prayers

 

in

 

the

 

Rural

 

Church
A

 

booklet

 

entitled

 

"

 

Prayers

 

in

 

the

 

Rural

 

Church

 

"

 

issued

 

by

 

the

 

Diocese

 

of

 

St

 

Asaph

 

is

 

now

 

placed

 

on

 

the

 

table

 

at

 

the

 

back

 

of

 

the

 

Church .This

 

is

 

available

 

both

 

in

 

small

 

and

 

large

 

print

 

(

 

the

 

former

 

containing

 

space

 

for

 
notes  if  
desired.)

Mothers' Union
The March meeting will be held on Tuesday 31st March at 7.15pm - our 
speaker for the evening will be Shirley Hughes who will give a talk on 
Religious Artefacts.

Annual Congrational Meeting
This will be held on Thursday 26th March at Holy Trinity, starting at 7.00pm

Church Yard Tidy-Up
The next church yard tidy-up will be from 6.00pm onwards on Friday 3rd 
April next. Any help you are able to give would be most appreciated.

Prayers in the Rural Church
A booklet entitled "Prayers in the Rural Church" issued by the Diocese of St 
Asaph is now placed on the table at the back of the Church. This is 
available both in small and large print (the former containg space for notes 
if desired.)

Facebook
As well as posting items of interest and events on our Holy Trinity Facebook 
page, Amanda Griffiths has also agreed to do likewise on the Gwernaffield/ 
Pantymwyn Facebook page. If you have anything of interest, please contact 
Amanda - amandgriffiths740@btinternet.com

Gwernaffield Pantomime
The Performance of 'Robin Hood and the Babes in the Wood' was well 
received and much appreciated by all those present. The cast of five young 
professional actors were very slick and they engaged well with the 
audience. A very entertaining afternoon and, after covering all our 
expenses, £275.00 was realised for Church funds. Thank you to all those 
who attended, donated raffle prizes and helped.

Fundraising for 2020
Saturday 14th March - Concert with Dewi sant and Organist Philip Knowles 
at Holy Trinity Church, starting at 7.00pm. Cor Dewi Sant are a community 
choir based at Eryrys and Llanarmon-yn-Ial and are very much in demand.
Tickets are £7.00 (including tea/ coffee and biscuits.)
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Holy  Trinity,  Gwernaffield  (  
continued

 
)

Theatre
 

Company
 

Visits
 

Gwernaffield

A

 

first

 

for

 

our

 

village

 

-

 

on

 

Saturday

 

18th

 

January

 

at

 

3.
00pm

 

'

 

The

 

Bitesize

 

Theatre

 

Company

 

'

 

will

 

be

 

performing

 

their

 

Pantomime

 

'

 

Robin

 

Hood

 

and

 

The

 

Babes

 

In

 

The

 

Wood

 

'

 

in

 

the

 

Church

 

Hall.

 

Tickets

 

are

 

£9.
00

 

for

 

adults

 

and

 

£5.00

 

for

 

children

 

and

 

are

 

available

 

from

 

Carole

 

(01352

 

740550
) Something

 

for

 

all

 

the

 

family!

Thanks
Tracy

St  Michael  and  All  
Angels,

 
Nannerch

Mother's
 

Union
 

Nannerch

 

&

 

Rhydymwyn

On

 

Tuesday

 

17th

 

September

 

we

 

welcomed

 

volunteers

 

from

 

Claire

 

House

 

Childrens

 

Hospice.

 

They

 

really

 

spoke

 

from

 

the

 

heart

 

about

 

the

 

wonderful

 

work

 

this

 

hospice

 

does

 

in

 

supporting

 

sick

 

children

 

and

 

their

 

families.

 

It

 

was

 

heart

 

rendering

 

to

 

hear

 

stories,

 

both

 

very

 

sad

 

and

 

very

 

joyful.

 

They

 

have

 

knidly

 

invited

 

us

 

to

 

their

 

hospice

 

for

 

a

 

tour

 

and

 

I

 

know

 

our

 

members

 

are

 

keen

 

to

 

go

 

and

 

see

 

this

 

amazing

 

place

 

for

 

themselves.

Next

 

month

 

we

 

have

 

invited

 

Caerwys

 

MU

 

to

 

listen

 

to

 

a

 

talk

 

on

 

Faith

 

and

 

Films

 

by

 

Rev

 

Alex

 

Mayes.

 

This

 

will

 

be

 

in

 

Nannerch

 

on

 

October

 

15th.

Cath

St

 

Berres,

 
Llanferres

  

            
              

            
   

              
        

 Harvest  Bingo

Another  excellent  evening!  Thanks  to  
Gay,

 
our

 
iconic

 
bingo

 
caller,

 
and

 
to

 
the  

lovely
 

members
 

of
 

the
 

Llanferres
 

Old
 

Peoples

 

Welfare

 

Committee

 

who

 

gave
 

up

 

their

 

slot

 

and

 

who

 

helped

 

so

 

much

 

on

 

the

 

night.

 

We

 

had

 

loads

 

of

 

excellent

 

prizes,

 

thanks

 

to

 

many

 

generous

 

donors,

 

and

 

a

 

great

 

time

 

was

 

had

 

by

 

all.

 

We

 

raised

 

£632

 

for

 

church

 

funds.
                                                        

Holy Trinity Gwernaffield ( continued )

               
     .

         .

              
             
              

    
.

              .

            
                

.
              

         
 .

For

 

furthe
r

 

inform
ation

 

on

 

all

 

the

 

above

 

event
s,

 

pleas
e

 

call

 

Carol
e

 

on

 

01352

 
740550.

                 
 .

St  John'
s

 

Rhydym
wyn

 

from

 

Liz

 

Thomas

Remembrance  Sunday
Than
k

 
you

 

to

 

every
one

 

who

 

helpe
d

 

clean

 

and

 

decor
ate

 

the

 

churc
h

 

for

 
this  
Sund
ay.

 

The

 

knitt
ed

 

popp
ies

 

mad
e

 

by

 

the

 

Craft

 

grou
p

 

in

 

Rhyd
ymw
yn

 
look
ed

 

sple
ndid
.

 

Tha
nk

 

you

 

Craf
t

 

Gro
up.

Carol  Service
O
ur

 

an
nu
al

 

ca
rol

 

S
er
vi
ce

 

is

 

be
ing

 

he
ld

 

thi
s

 

ye
ar

 

on

 

D
ec
e
m
be
r

 

15
th

 

at

      
3pm.  It  will  be  accompanied  by  Greg  Morris  and  his  quintet.  Refreshments

 
of

 
mulled

 
wine

 
and

 mince  pies  will  be  served  after  the  
service.  All  welcome.

C
h
ri
st
m
a
s

 

D
e
c
o
ra
ti
ng

We  
have

 

decide
d

 

to

 

clean

 

and

 

decora
te

 

the

 

church

 

for

 

Christ
mas

 

this

 
year  on  
Saturday

 

14th

 

Decembe
r

 

at

 

9.30
am.

 

Everyone

 

welcome

 

to

 

help.

 Facebo
okAs  well  as  posting  items  of  interest  

and
 

events
 

on
 

our
 

Holy
 

Trinity
 

Facebook  page,  Amanda  Griffiths  
has

 
also

 
agreed

 
to

 
do

 
likewise

 
on

 

the

 

Gwernaffield/Pantymwyn
 

Facebook

 

page.

 

If

 

you

 

have

 

anything

 

of

 

interest

 

please

 

contact

 

Amanda

 

on
amandagriffiths740@btinternet.com

Fundraising  for  
2020Saturday  14th  March  -  

Concert
 

with
 

Cor
 

Dewi
 

Sant

 

at

 

Holy

 

Trinity

 

Church
 

starting

 

at

 

7.00pm.

 

Cor

 

Dewi

 

Sant

 

are

 

a

 

community

 

choir

 

based

 

at

 

Eryrys

 

and

 

Llanarmon-yn-Ial

 

and

 

are

 

very

 

much

 

in

 

demand.

 

Tickets

 

are

 

£7.00.

Mothers'  Union
The  february  meeting  will  be  on  
Tuesday

 
25th

 
February

 
at

 
7.15pm

 
-

 

our

 
speaker  for  the  evening  will  
be

 
John

 
Foxlee.New  members  are  always  

welcome
 

-
 

we
 

meet
 

on
 

the
 

last

 

Tuesday

 

of

 

the
 

month
 

at

 

7'15pm

 

in

 

the

 

Church

 

Hall.

 

Please

 

telephone

 

Mrs

 

Gaynor

 

Morgan

 

on

 

01352

 

741515

 

for

 

more

 

information.

For

 

further

 

information

 

on

 

all

 

the

 

above

 

events,

 

please

 

call

 

Carole

 

on

01352  
74055
0

Nannerch  and  Rhydymwyn  Mothers  
Union

 
have

 
supplied

 
the

 
following

 
from

 

Cath
 

Yeardley
 

and
 

Elizabeth
 

Thomas.
The

 
Mother's

 
Union

 
met

 
this

 
month

 
to

 

review

 

our

 

plans,

 

ideas

 

and

 

thoughts

 

on

 

moving

 

forward

 

in

 

the

 

spirit

 

of

 

LYCIG.

 

The

 

following

 

were

 

discussed

 

under

 

the

 

headings

 

provided

 

at

 

the

 

training

 

last

 

year.

              Canal

              their  wishes  
and

 
needs.

 

 Prayer:  
            *  Rhydymwyn  and  

Nannerch
 

churches
 

to
 

plan

 

"Thy

 

Kingdom

 

Come"

              

activities/

 

prayer

 

stations

 

for

 

Pentecost

 

for

 

each

 

church.

            

*

 

Set

 

up

 

a

 

prayer

 

tree

 

in

 

each

 

of

 

our

 

churches.

            

*

 

Pilgrimage

 

to

 

Pennant

 

Melangell.

Presence:

 
            

*

 

Coach

 

trip

 

-

 

open

 

to

 

Bro

 

Famau

 

group

 

-

 

possibly

 

Manchester

 

Ship

 

            *  Engage  with  our  young  people  to  
giv

 
them

 
a

 
voice

 
and

 
determine

    
            *  Pop  up  Cafe
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Fundraising for 2020
Saturday 4th April - Easter Egg Hunt/ Easter Bonnet Parade and Afternoon 
Tea with hot cross buns. Entrance is £3.00 for adults and £1.50 for children, 
with the Egg Hunt starting at 1.00pm and tea being served from 2.00pm. 
This event proved to be very popular last year with both parents and 
children.

For further information on all the above events, please call Carole on 01352
740550. 

St John's Church, Rhydymwyn - from Elizabeth Thomas

Coffee Morning
On Saturday April 18th at Rhydymwyn Valley Works Environmental Site, 
10-12am. Cakes, raffle, coffee, tea. Come and support us. Proceeds inaid of 
St. John's Church.

Flintshire Food Bank
Thank you to everyone who is supporting the food bank. A box is placed at 
the back of the church for donations of non-perishable food items and 
toiletries, 

Nannerch/ Rhydymwyn Mothers' Union - from Cath Yeardley

Modern Day Slavery
We have rpresentatives from "Haven of Light" coming to talk to us on 
March 17th, Tuesday at 2pm. She is working with Ali Ussery in her work 
combatting human trafficking. If anyone would like to come to hear her 
speak, please contact one of the wardens at Nannerch.

Easter coffee morning is planned for 4th April.

 Mission Area Vestry Meeting 2020

This will take place in Cilcain church on Tuesday 31st March at 7pm. There 
are c.500 registered church members in our mission area and they are all 
very welcome, but there probably will be room.  There is news of 
refreshment

 
food

 
and drinks being available afterwards, so let us look 

forward
 

to
 

it
 

as
 

well
 

as
 

p                                    progress of our Mold Mission Area!                                                            JF
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Ecclesiastica
l

 

Insurance

             
               

             
             

We

 

all

 

have

 

to

 

shop

 

around

 

for

 

insurance

 

these

 

days,

 

so

 

why

 

not

 

get

 

a

 

quote?

 

Telephone

 

0800

 

783

 

0130

 

quoting

 

'Trust

 

130'

 

or

 

contact

 

the

 

website

 

www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust

 

130.

  

             
           

              
          

           
             

            
            

  

Remembrance

The  annual  service  will  
take

 
place

 
on

 
November

 

10th.

 

It

 

will

 

start

 

at

           

10.15am

 

in

 

church

 

and

 

we

 

will

 

then

 

process

 

up

 

to

 

the

 

Memorial

 

Stone

 

next

 

to

 

the

 

Village

 

Hall

 

for

 

a

 

commemorative

 

ceremony

 

at

 

11am.
It's  not  too  late  to  
take

 
advantage

 
of

 

the

 

Ecclesiastical

 

Insurance

 

offer

 

if

 

you

 

take

 

out

 

a

 

policy

 

with

 

them

 

between

 

now

 

and

 

the

 

31st

 

December

 

2019,

 

they

 

will

 

donate

 

£
130

 

to

 

church

 

funds

 

at

 

no

 

additional

 

cost

 

to

 

the

 

subscriber

 

and

 

also

 

give

 

you

 

10
%

 

discount

 

if

 

you

 

are

 

a

 

church

 

volunteer.

St Berres, Llanferres - from Wendy Shillito

Remembrance  Service
Thank  you  to  everyone  who  worked  to  
make

 
the

 
Service

 
a

 
fitting

 
tribute

 
to

 
the

 
people  who  gave  their  lives  in  service  
to

 
their

 
country.

 
It

 
was

 
a

 
logistical

 
challenge  (particularly  with  our  
temperamental

 
CD

 
machine)

 
which

 
Noel

 

rose

  
admirably.  Thanks   also  to  Gay  
and

 
Noel

 
for

 
their

 
poignant

 

memorial

 

decoration
The  collection  raised  £125  and  this  will  be  
donated

 
to

 
the

 
Royal

 
British

 
Legion.

Christmas

We

 

are

 

looking

 

forward

 

to

 

our

 

celebration

 

of

 

Christ's

 

birth

 

over

 

the

 

next

 

few

 
w
e
e
k
s
.

On  Wednesday  18th  December  we  will  be  decorating  the  church  in  the  
afternoon.  Everyone  is  welcome,  it's  
really

 
Christmassy

  
and

 
there

 
is

 

usually

 
lig
ht

 

al
co
ho
lic

 

re
fr
es
h
m
en
t

 

av
ail
ab
le!

 

D
on
ati
on
s

 

of

 

m
on
ey
,

 

flo
w
er
s,

 

fol
ia
ge
,

 
decorations  and/or  time  
would

 
be

 
very

 
much

 

appreciated. T
he
re

 

wi
ll

 

be

 

ou
r

 

an
nu
al

 

se
rvi
ce

 

of

 

Le
ss
on
s

 

an
d

 

C
ar
ol
s

 

at

 

7
p
m

 

on

 

T
hu
rs
da
y

   
19th  
Decem
ber.On  Sunday  22

nd
 

December
 

during

 

our

 

morning

 

worship

 

we

 

will

 

sing

 

Advent

 
Carols  and  
take

 
the

 

opportunity

 

to
 

take

 

a

 

moment

 

of

 

reflection

 

and

 tran
quilit
y

 

in

 

the

 

hurl
y

 

burl
y

 

of

 

Chri
stm
as

 

prep
arati
ons.

The

 

Crib

 

service

 

will

 

take

 

place

 

on

 

Christmas

 

Eve

 

at

 

5pm,

 

and

 

the

 

Christmas

 
Eve

 
Holy

 Comm
union

 

will

 

take

 

place

 

at

 

9.30
pm.

Our

 
Christmas

 Morning  
Praise

 
will

 

take

 

place

 

at

 

10am.
Chri
stm
as

 

Pud
ding
s

 

and

 

Cak
es

If

 

you

 

would

 

like

 

a

 

homemade

 

(and

 

reasonably

 

priced)

 

Christmas

 

cake

 

or

 
pudding,  please  
contact

 
Wendy

 
(

01352

 

720377)

 

who

 

will

 

donate

 

all

 

proceeds

 

to

 

church

 

funds.

T
h
a
n
k

 

y
o
u

To  
Ann
e,

 

Noe
l

 

and

 

Gay

 

who

 

hav
e

 

held

 

the

 

fort

 

adm
irabl
y

 

whil
st

 

Rob

 

has

 

bee
n

 
recoveri
ng

 
from

 

his

 

operatio
ns.

 

It

 

is

 

good

 

to

 

starting

 

to

 

become

 

more

 

mobile

 
again.  
Get

 
well

 

soon,

 

Rob,

 

we

 

miss

 

you
!
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Presence  heading  
continued

 
from

 
Nannerch

 

&

 

Rhydymwyn's

 

Mothers'

 

Union

 

discussions:
              

*

 

VE

 

Day

 

celebrations-

 

should

 

we

 

try

 

and

 

do

 

something

 

in

 

both

                

villages

 

and

 

churches?

 

Proclamation:

   
               

*

 

Dementia

 

friendly

 

"
songs

 

of

 

praise"

               

*

 

Promote

 

"in

 

loving

 

memory"

 

services

 

in

 

our

 

villages

 

-

 

raise

 
                 

awareness,

 

advertise

 

etc.
Persuasion:

               

*

 

Continue

 

Pub

 

theology.

               

*

 

Ask

 

about

 

Alpha

 

course

We

 

also

 

discussed
`

 

The

 

need

 

to

 

continue

 

to

 

enhance

 

occasional

 

services.
`

 

The

 

need

 

to

 

improve

 

outreach

 

around

 

baptism ,

 

weddings

 

and

 

funerals We

 

plan

 

to

 

meet

 

regularly

 

and

 

continue

 

to

 

find

 

ways

 

to

 

work

 

and

 

support

 

each

 

other .

 

All

 

are

 

welcome

 

to

 

join

 

us

 

or

 

just

 

chat.

Future

 

talk

 

to

 

be

 

held

 

in

 

our

 

Mothers'

 

Union:
Modern

 

Day

 

Slavery
Ali

 

Ussery

 

from

 

"Haven

 

of

 

Light
"

 

is

 

coming

 

to

 

talk

 

to

 

us

 

on

 

Tuesday

 

March

 

17th

 

at

 

2pm.

 

She

 

is

 

currently

 

working

 

with

 

the

 

diocese

 

in

 

supporting

 

their

 

work

 

combating

 

human

 

trafficking.

 

If

 

anyone

 

would

 

like

 

to

 

come

 

to

 

hear

 

her

 

speak

 

please

 

contact

 

one

 

of

 

the

 

wardens

 

at

 

Nannerch.

Amanda  Griffiths  has  supplied  the  
following

 
from

 
St

 
Mary's

 
Cilcain:

At
 

the
 

start
 

of
 

December
 

St
 

Mary's
 

was

 

decorated

 

with

 

Christmas

 

trees;

 

as

 

well

 

as

 

the

 

big

 

tree

 

several

 

local

 

organisations

 

placed

 

several

 

trees

 

in

 

church.

 

Thank

 

you

 

to

 

everyone

 

who

 

helped

 

to

 

put

 

up

 

trees

 

and

 

more

 

importantly

 

helped

 

take

 

them

 

down.

 

It

 

is

 

really

 

surprising

 

where

 

you

 

can

 

find

 

tree

 

needles.

 

Thanks

 

to

 

all

 

involved.

On

 

the

 

afternoon

 

of

 

the

 

13th

 

of

 

December

 

the

 

children

 

of

 

Ysgol

 

y

 

Foel

 

presented

 

their

 

Nativity;

 

as

 

this

 

was

 

the

 

dress

 

rehearsal

 

people

 

from

 

the

 

village

 

were

 

invited

 

to

 

attend,

 

and

 

what

 

a

 

treat

 

it

 

was.
The

 

children

 

in

 

years

 

5

 

and

 

6

 

had

 

written

 

the

 

Christmas

 

story

 

which

 

they

 

narrated

 

in

 

both

 

Welsh

 

and

 

English

 

and

 

the

 

younger

 

children

 

acted

 

out

 

the

 

story.

 

As

 

well

 

as

 

Mary

 

and

 

Joseph

 

there

 

were

 

Angels,

 

Shepherds,

 

Kings,

 

Sheep

 

and

 

a

 

Donkey.

 

It

 

was

 

all

 

wonderful

 

and

 

a

 

few

 

people

 

were

 

moved

 

to

 

tears.

The Blessed Virgin Mary, Cilcain - from Kathleen Mason

We will be holding Compline Services in Holy Week, and the Stations of the 
Cross on Good Friday the 10th of April. Everyone welcome.

We continue to hold our Hymn Practice on the 2nd Tuesday of the month. 
Many thanks to Mary Bartley for volunteering to choose the Hymns for our 
Services. and to Lisa Worthington-Jones for volunteering to operate the 
Hymnal when Mike is not available.

We continue to collect donations for Mold Food Bank. Thank you Glen for 
our lovely new box at the back of the Church. 

Our next Fund Raising Event will be a Coffee Morning at the Daniel Owen 
Centre in April.

 St Berres, Llanferres - from Wendy Shillito

Open the Book
It's great to be back in Bro Famau School. We were short in numbers at 
the beginning of term and so John Foxlee kindly stepped in to help. What 
a good sport! He played the prophet Jeremiah and was hauled ably up 
the well (with spiders and snakes) by two very talented actors and the 
supporting cast. Bethan and Anne, who have been involved with the team 
previously, have now joined us and we are looking forward to working 
with them.

Logs available
Following the recent storms and damage to trees in the churchyard, some 
very good people have cleared and processed the trees. There are quite 
a lot of logs available for use for a small donation to church funds. Please 
contact Noel Headley on 01352 810224 for further details.

Church Opening
We are very pleased to be able to open the Church during daylight hours 
from the end of March. Please feel free to step into this beautiful building 
which belongs to us all: to light a candle, say a prayer if you wish, and 
have a moment of quiet reflection in this mad and busy world.

Congregational Meeting
The annual Congregational (formerly 'the vestry') meeting will be held in 
church on Tuesday 21st April at 7.30pm. All local parishioners are 
welcome to attend,
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St

 

Michael's,

 

Nannerch

 

from

 

Cath

 

YeardleyRemembrance
 

Sunday
 

was
 

very
 

special
 

at
 

St
 

Michael's
 

Nannerch
 

this
 

year.
 

To
 

ma
rk

 

80

 

yea
rs

 

sin
ce

 

the

 

sta
rt

 

of

 

W
W2

 

we

 

invi
ted

 

Ca
pta
in

 

Arc
hd
ale

 

to

 

rec
ou
nt

 
his  experiences  of  D  
Day

 
June

 
6th

 
1944.

 

We

 

were

 

delighted

 

that

 

he

 

and

 

his

 
family  were  
able

 
to

 
attend.

 

His

 

son

 

Edward

 

read

 

out

 

his

 

father's

 

recount

 

of

 

his

 
experiences  in  Pegasus  Ridge,  
Normandy,

 
really

 
bringing

 
home

 
the

 

reality

 

of

 
this  
terribl
e

 

time

 

and

 

the

 

brave
ry

 

of

 

those

 

who

 

fough
t.

 

We

 

have

 

hopef
ully

 
begun  a  new  tradition  of  meeting  after  the  service  in  the  Memorial  Hall  for  

refr
esh
men
ts,

 

givi
ng

 

the

 

com
mun
ity

 

the

 

opp
ortu
nity

 

to

 

com
e

 

tog
eth
er

 

to

 

chat
.

On  Saturday  7th  
December

 
we

 

have

 

a

 

Christmas

 

Concert

 

to

 

welcome

 

in

 

the

 
s
e
a
s
o
n
.

 

C
o
r

 

C
il
c
a
i
n

 

a
n
d

 

m
a
n
y

 

g
u
e
s
t
s

 

w
ill

 

b
e

 

p
e
r
f
o
r
m
i
n
g

 

w
it
h

 

m
in
c
e

 

p
i
e
s

 

a
n
d

 
mulled  wine  as  well.  Please  see  posters  on  facebook,  in  church  and  in  
local

 
vvillage
s

 
for

 

details.

 

Donatio
ns

 

from

 

the

 

concert

 

will

 

be

 

to

 

the

 

Wellfiel
d

 
Charitable  
Trust.

 

On  the  afternoon  of  14
th

 
December

 
we

 
have

 

the

 

Community

 

Cafe

 

in

 

Cilcain

 

to

 

raise

 

funds

 

for

 

church.

Mot
hers
'

 

Uni
on

Last  month  Rev.  Alex  Mayes  came  to  
talk

 
to

 
us

 

about

 

her

 

faith

 

through

 

films.

 
She  was  very  entertaining  
and

 
we

 
really

 
enjoyed

 
her

 

company.

 

Caerwys

 

MU

 also
 

joined
 

us
 

for
 

the
 

afternoon.
 

This
 month  we  are  listening  to  a  talk  on  the  

Mothers'  Union  theme  
this

 
year,

 
'Listening,

 

observing

 

and

 

acting

 

-

 

in

 

step

 

with

 
God.'  Our  annual  Wave  of  Prayer  will  be  held  in  
church

 
at

 
10.30am

 
Novemb
er

 

21st.
St  
Mary's

 

Cilcai
n

 

from

 

Kathle
en

 

Maso
n

The  'In  
Loving

 

Memory'

 

Service

 

was

 

very

 

much

 

apprecia
ted

 

by

 

all

 

those

 

who

 
attended  it.  There  were  lots  of  names  read  out,  a  time  for  quiet  
reflection,

 
and

 
time  to  light  
candles

 
in

 
Memory

 

of

 

Loved

 

Ones.

 

A

 

beautiful

 

evening.
The  
Church

 

was

 

full

 

as

 

the

 

Young

 

Farmers

 

held

 

their

 

Thanks
giving

 

Service

 

in

 
St  Marys  this  year.  It  was  good  to  see  them  
participating

 
in

 
the

 
Service,

 
with

 
the  
reading
s

 

and

 

prayers

 

that

 

they

 

had

 

prepare
d,

 

support
ed

 

by

 

the

 

Rev

 

Kathy

 
an
d

 

Jo
hn

 

Fo
xle
e.

 

Aft
er
wa
rds

 

the
re

 

wa
s

 

the

 

us
ual

 

spl
en
did

 

Ho
t

 

Po
t

 

Su
pp
er

 
and  raffle  in  the  Village  Hall.  A  lovely  evening,  well  
done

 
to

 
you

 
all.The

 
Church

 
looked

 
beautiful

 
for

 
the

 
Remembrance

 
Service

 
which

 
was

 
very

 
well  attended.  A  moving  
service

 
of

 
prayer,

 
reflection,

 

thanksgiving

 

and

 

hymns

 

Many

 

people

 

lit

 

candles

 

and

 

it

 

was

 

good

 

to

 

see

 

the

 

young

 

ones

 
participating.

 

Our

 

thanks

 

to

 

Mary

 

for

 

decorating

 

the

 

Church

 

for

 

this

 

occasion

 

once

 

again.

 

The

 

collection

 

was

 

in

 

aid

 

of

 

the

 

Royal

 

British

 

Legion.
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 St  Mary's  Cilcain  continued  from  the  Ysgol  y  Foel  Christmas  play

On  the  16th  in  the  evening  it  was  all  repeated  for  parents  in  a  very  full  
church  and  again  it  was  a  pleasure  to  be  there.

The  18th  of  December  saw  the  Royal  Buckley  Band  playing  in  church  for
 the  carol  singing,  again  another  lovely  evening.  In  the  interval  people

 
went

 through  to  the  North  Aisle  where  they  could  chat  and  enjoy  a
 

drink
 

and
 mince  pies.  It  gave  everyone  a  chance  to  meet  the  band.  again

 
it

 
was

 another  great  evening  and  the  money  collected  will  be  sent  to
 

Save
 

the
 Children.

On  Christmas  Eve  we  held  our  annual  crib  service  and  the  church  was  
overflowing  with  over  200  people  attending.  We  sang  carols,  the  children

 brought  up  the  figures  and  then  the  presents  before  singing  Away
 

in
 

a
 Manger  from  the  chancel  steps.  The  evening  was  a  moving  and

 
joyous

 start  to  the  great  day  itself.  The  retiring  collection  will  be  divided
 

between
 the  food  bank  and  the  homeless  project.

St
 

Berres,
 

Llanferres
 

from
 

Wendy
 

Shillito

Open

 

the

 

Book:

It's

 

great

 

to

 

be

 

back

 

in

 

Bro

 

Famau

 

School .

 

We

 

were

 

short

 

in

 

numbers

 
during

 

our

 

last

 

visit

 

and

 

so

 

John

 

Foxlee

 

kindly

 

stepped

 

in

 

to

 

help.

 

He

 

played

 

the

 

prophet

 

Jeremiah

 

and

 

was

 

hauled

 

ably

 

up

 

the

 

well

 

(

 

with

 

spiders

 

and

 

snakes

 

)

 

by

 

two

 

very

 

talented

 

actors

 

and

 

the

 

supporting

 

cast!

Christmas:

Thank

 

you

 

to

 

everyone

 

who

 

worked

 

so

 

hard

 

to

 

clean

 

and

 

decorate

 

the

 

church

 

and

 

prepare

 

the

 

services.

 

The

 

church

 

looked

 

beautiful.

 

Again

 

we

 

are

 

grateful

 

to

 

Sue

 

Shaw

 

of

 

Evergreens,

 

Ruthin

 

Market,

 

who

 

provided

 

our

 

beautiful

 

font

 

decoration

 

and

 

the

 

wreath

 

for

 

the

 

door

 

in

 

return

 

for

 

clippings

 

from

 

our

 

holly

 

bush.

The

 

services

 

were

 

joyous

 

and

 

it

 

was

 

great

 

to

 

open

 

up

 

the

 

doors

 

to

 

celebrate

 

the

 

Nativity

 

of

 

Christ

 

with

 

everyone

 

in

 

the

 

village.

 

Thank
 

you
 

-
 

to
 

everyone
 

who
 

continued
 

in
 

time,
 

money,
 

effort
 

and
 dedication

 
to

 
keep

 
the

 
church

 
so

 
beautiful

 
and

 
maintain

 
the

 
life

 and
 

mission
 

of
 

the
 

church
 

last
 

year.
 

We
 

are
 

looking
 

forward
 

to
 

the
 next

 
year,

 
the

 
centenary

 
of

 
the

 
establishment

 
of

 
the

 
Church

 
in

 Wales
 

and
 

we
 

extend
 

a
 

warm
 

welcome
 

to
 

everyone
 

to
 

join
 

us.

St Berrs, Llanferres ( continued )

Electoral Roll
It is a legal requirement that the Electoral Roll is reissued every five years. 
All those who wish to join or stay on the Electoral Roll need to complete a 
short form (available at the back of church) and either leave it in church or 
pass it to Gay Headley, the Church Committee secretary (01352 810224)
Being on the roll allows you to participate fully in decision making for items 
relating to the church.

Thank You
To Beryl Hughes who has delivered the church magazines in Maeshafn 
village for many years. Unfortunately she has been ill in hospital and is no 
longer well enough to deliver the magazines. We give her our grateful 
thanks and our best wishes for a speedy recovery.

If anyone would like to spend some time exercising in one of the most 
beautiful places on God's earth and do a little good at the same time, would 
you like to volunteer to deliver the church magazines to the houses in 
Maeshafn instead of Beryl? The magazines can be collected from 
Loggerheads Garage. Please contact Anne (01352 810270) or John 
Foxlee (01352 810677) for details.

 St. Michael's Nannerch by Janet Wright

Easter Coffee Morning
Please join us on Saturday 4th April 10am - 12 noon and enjoy coffee and 
cake with us in the Memorial Hall. There will be an Easter themed raffle 
and refreshments. Celebrate the start of Spring!

Family Services
Family Services in Nannerch continue to be well supported by the children 
and parents. Our next session in March will be Breakfast Family Church.
Refreshments followed by discussion. The children contribute to these 
discussions with insight and enthusiasm. It is so rewarding to see them 
grow in confidence as they read, lead prayers and put forward their ideas.

Easter
We hope to include the children of Ysgol Nannerch in 'Easter Outside' - a 
Diocese of Gloucester Experience Journey. Obviously, this depends upon 
the weather! If inclement, we will have to rethink.

In any case, the children will be involved of making Palm Crosses for Palm 
Sunday and an Easter Garden in church, as part of their education of the 
Easter Story.
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St 
Mar
y's

 

Cilc
ain

 

(
conti
nue
d)

Ysg
ol

 

y

 

Foel

 

will

 

be

 

pre
sent
ing

 

thei
r

 

Chri
stm
as

 

Con
cert

 

in

 

Chu
rch

 

at

 

6
.00
pm

 

on

 

Mon
day

 

Eve
ning

 

the

 

16
th

 

of

 

Dec
em
ber.

 

We

 

eag
erly

 

awa
it

 

this

 

occ
asio
n

 

and

 

I

 

am

 

sur
e

 

ther
e

 

wil

 

be

 

som
e

 

nice

 

sur
pris
es

 

in

 

stor
e

 

for

 

us.

Buck
ley

 

Tow
n

 

Band

 

will

 

be

 

playi
ng

 

Caro
ls

 

for

 

us

 

in

 

Chur
ch

 

on

 

Wed
nesd
ay

 

the

 

18th

 

of

 

Dec
emb
er

 

from

 

7.00

 

to

 

9.
00

 

pm

 

with

 

a

 

short

 

interv
al

 

for

 

minc
e

 

pies

 

tea

 

and

 

coffe
e.

 

A

 

chan
ce

 

to

 

hear

 

our

 

favo
urite

 

Chri
stma
s

 

Caro
ls

 

and

 

parti
cipat
e

 

in

 

the

 

singi
ng

 

agai
n

 

of

 

them
.

 

Ever
yone

 

is

 

most

 

welc
ome

 

to

 

join

 

us

 

on

 

this

 

occa
sion

Ch
rist
ma
s

 

Tr
ee
s

 

rep
res
ent
ing

 

the

 

var
iou
s

 

Or
ga
nis
ati
on
s

 

an
d

 

Gr
ou
ps

 

in

 

the

 

Vill
ag
e

 

will

 

be

 

on

 

dis
pla
y

 

in

 

the

 

Ch
urc
h

 

fo
m

 

ea
rly

 

De
ce
mb
er.

 

Do

 

dro
p

 

in

 

to

 

se
e

 

the
m

 

if

 

yo
u

 

are

 

pa
ssi
ng,

 

it

 

is

 

we
ll

 

wo
rth

 

a

 

visi
t.

 

A

 

ver
y

 

big

 

tha
nk

 

yo
u

 

to

 

tho
se

 

wh
o

 

pa
rtic
ipa
te

 

in

 

thi
s

 

wo
nd
erf
ul

 

dis
pla
y.

Wor
ship

 

in

 

Janu
ary

 

2020
Ka
thy

 

is

 

stil
l

 

wo
rki
ng

 

on

 

thi
s

 

pla
n,

 

bu
t

 

it'
s

 

ex
pe
cte
d

 

to

 

be

 

th
e

 

sa
m
e

 

as

 

pr
evi
ou
s

 

no
rm
al

 

m
on
ths
.

                                   
                                                                                                        

                                                   
                                         

                                                                 
                                              
                                               

                                           

                            

                                                  
                                        

                                                            
                                             
                                             

                                           

    

Thank  you
To  everyone  
who

 
continued

 
in

 

time,

 

money,

 

effort

 

and

 

dedication

 

to

 

keep

 

the

 

church

 

so

 

beautiful

 

and

 

maintain

 

the

 

life

 

and

 

mission

 

of

 

the

 

church

 

last

 

year.

 

We

 

are

 

looking

 

forward

 

to

 

the

 

next

 

year,

 

the

 

centenary

 

of

 

the

 

establishment

 

of

 

the

 

Church

 

in

 

Wales

 

and

 

we

 

extend

 

a

 

warm

 

welcome

 

to

 

everyone

 

to

 

join

 

us.

 

From

 

the

 

Registers

 

-

 

Funeral

 

Notice

On

 

January

 

2nd

 

at

 

St

 

Berres

 

church

 

Llanferres,

 

the

 

late

 

Mrs

 

Glenys

 

Roberts

 

followed

 

by

 

cremation

 

at

 

Pentrebychan.

On

 

January

 

2nd

 

at

 

Holy

 

Trinity

 

church

 

Gwernaffield,

 

the

 

late

 

Daphne

 

Gratton

 

followed

 

by

 

cremation

 

at

 

Flintshire

 

Memorial

 

Park.

On

 

January

 

7th

 

at

 

St

 

Berres

 

church

 

Llanferres ,

 

the

 

late

 

Mrs

 

Virginia

 

Lloyd.

On

 

January

 

7th

 

at

 

Holy

 

Trinity

 

church

 

Gwernaffield,

 

the

 

late

 

Robert

 

Edward

 

Davies

 

followed

 

by

 

burial

 

in

 

Gwernaffield

 

cemetery

On

 

January

 

10th

 

at

 

Holy

 

Trinity

 

church

 

Gwernaffield,

 

the

 

late

 

Alan

 

Jarvis

 

followed

 

by

 

cremation

 

at

 

Flintshire

 

Memorial

 

Park

On

 

January

 

15th

 

at

 

St

 

Mary's

 

church

 

Cilcain,

 

the

 

late

 

Mrs

 

Eirwen

 

Jones

 

followed

 

by

 

burial

 

in

 

Cilcain

 

cemetery.

"

 

Grant

 

them,

 

O

 

Lord,

 

eternal

 

rest,

 

and

 

let

 

light

 

perpetual

 

shine

 

upon

 

them"Wendy's  thanks  above,  while  
directed

 
towards

 
her

 
church

 
at

 

Llanferres, could
 

be
 

to
 

all
 

of
 

our
 

Bro

 

Famau

 

churches.

 

The

 

notes

 

on

 

activities

 

taking

 

place

 

in

 

each

 

church

 

display

 

a

 

wonderful

 

spirit

 

of

 

liveliness

 

towards

 

the

 

Gospels

 

and

 

a

 

great

 

expectation

 

towards

 

what

 

influence

 

we

 

can

 

have

 

in

 

each

 

of

 

our

 

villages.

 

Please

 

keep

 

up

 

your

 

invigoration

 

of

 

our

 

message

 

in

 

every

 

place

 

and

 

be

 

encouraged

 

to

 

report

 

it

 

in

 

these

 

pages!
John

 

F

19

On  December  19th  at  St  
Michael's

 
church

 
Nannerch,

 

the

 

late

 

Mr

 

Derek

 

Vernon
 

followed

 

by

 

burial

 

in

 

the

 

churchyard

On  December  12th  at  St  Michael's  
church

 
Nannerch

 
the

 
late

 
Mrs

 
Muriel

 

Potts
 

followed
 

by
 

burial
 

in
 

the
 

churchyard

from  St  Michael's  Nannerch  by  Cath  
Yeardley

Mothers'  Union  -  We  met  in  
December

 
for

 
our

 
Christmas

 

meeting

 

and

 

invited

 

the

 

juniors
 

from
 

Nannerch

 

School

 

to

 

join

 

us.

 

We

 

held

 

a

 

short

 

service

 

and

 

they

 

sang

 

Christmas

 

songs

 

for

 

us.

 

We

 

held

 

our

 

AGM

 

in

 

January

 

and

 

our

 

annual

 

meal

 

is

 

on

 

February

 

11th

 

at

 

The

 

Cherry

 

Pie.

Christmas

 

Services

 

and

 

Carol

 

Singing

 

-

 

Thank

 

you

 

to

 

all

 

those

 

who

 

came

 

to

 

do

 

carol

 

singing

 

around

 

the

 

village

 

and

 

those

 

who

 

provided

 

refreshments,

 

kind

 

and

 

generous Our

 

annual

 

crib

 

service

 

was

 

a

 

very

 

happy,

 

festive

 

occasion,

 

very

 

well

 

attended. Many

 

of

 

the

 

youngsters

 

read

 

passages

  

from

 

the

 

nativity

 

story

 

and

 

dressed

 

up

 

as

 

nativity

 

characters

 

creating

 

a

 

tableau

 

by

 

the

 

end

 

of

 

the

 

service.

 

The

 

younger

 

children

 

brought

 

up

 

characters

 

for

 

the

 

crib

 

during

 

the

 

the

 

carols

 

and

 

Daniel

 

blessed

 

the

 

crib

 

at

 

the

 

end.
Many

 

thanks

 

to

 

Paul

 

and

 

Sam

 

Harrison

 

and

 

Liz

 

and

 

Carys

 

Grieve

 

for

 

their

 

contribution

 

of

 

Silent

 

Night.
A

 

huge

 

thank

 

you

 

to

 

all

 

the

 

families

 

who

 

played

 

a

 

part

 

and

 

helped

 

make

 

this

 

such

 

a

 

joyful

 

and

 

quite

 

magical

 

Christmas.

  

The late Dorothy Mary Shillito of Pantymwyn at St. Berres, Llanferres 
on

 
12th

 
February and at Flintshire Memorial Park. 

__________________________

Book review for The Feasts of Repentance by Michael J Ovey

This book is one sent to me for review by the Readers' magazine and it's
available if you want to borrow it. The author was a Church of England 
clergyman and principal of Oak Hill College, a conservative evangelical 
training college for priests in London. Sadly, he died in between writing 
and publication, aged 58.

The author had a strong view that failure to preach and undertake 
repentance undermines our view of God and faith in divine grace - all of us 
ought to talk about doing it, or take note of its importance in life.

The first chapters in the book illustrate the 'feasts of repentance' in Luke-
Acts; these are meeting of three people with whom there are various 
interactions. For example, in the story of the Prodigal Son there is the 
father ( representing Jesus in terms of his forgiveness ) the younger, 
prodigal, son and the elder son, all of whom experience repentance 
differently.

The middle section explores in detail the distinction between repentance 
and faith with relation to Jews, Christians and pagan Gentiles. Finally the 
discussion moves to matters of modern pastoral understanding.

This may be considered to be a deeply theological book which has to be 
read carefully, but has great rewards in understanding the concept of 
repentance.                                                                                              JF
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Sunday Bible Readings to be Discussed

The  commentaries  in  
these

 
pages

 
on

 
the

 

Sunday

 

readings

 

are

 

taken

 

from

 

a

 

book,

 

Introductions

 

to

 

the

 

Lessons,

 

by

 

Mike

 

Stone.

 

They

 

are

 

fine,

 

drawing

 

together

 

the

 

readings

 

in

 

a

 

Sunday

 

service

 

as

 

summaries;

 

I

 

wonder

 

if

 

we

 

could

 

take

 

them

 

a

 

step

 

further

 

and

 

ask

 

our

 

magazine

 

readers

 

to

 

make

 

comments,

 

which

 

those

 

preaching

 

on

 

them

 

could

 

use

 

either

 

in

 

their

 

sermons

 

or

 

as

 

a

 

written

 

response?
The

 

objective

 

is

 

to

 

get

 

a

 

discussion

 

upon

 

the

 

Sunday

 

Bible

 

readings

 

going. The

 

Bible

 

references

 

to

 

the

 

readings

 

for

 

February

 

are

 

set

 

out

 

below,

 

with

 

a

 

combined

 

summary

 

of

 

them

 

taken

 

broadly

 

from

 

the

 

book.

 

You

 

are

 

asked

 

to

 

look

 

them

 

up

 

in

 

your

 

Bibles,

 

and

 

if

 

there

 

are

 

any

 

questions,

 

or

 

differences

  

arising

 

from

 

the

 

summary

 

make

 

a

 

comment,

 

either

 

by

 

putting

 

it

 

on

 

the

 

website

 

or

 

leaving

 

a

 

note

 

in

 

church

 

(

 

there

 

will

 

be

 

small

 

postboxes

 

put

 

in

 

each

 

of

 

our

 

churches.)
The

 

email

 

address,

 

open

 

to

 

all

 

to

 

read

 

and

 

add

 

to:

 

brofamau@

outlook.com Sunday 2

nd

 

February

 

-

 

Presentation

 

of

 

Christ

 

in

 

the

 

Temple

      

   
    

  

Malachi

 

3:1-5

 

Hebrews

 

2:14-18
Luke

 

2:22-40

According

 

to

 

Jewish

 

Law,

 

Jesus

 

as

 

the

 

first-
born

 

son,

 

is

 

brought

 

to

 

the

 

Temple

 

by

 

Mary

 

and

 

Joseph

 

with

 

a

 

thanks-offering,

 

two

 

doves

 

because

 

of

 

what

 

they

 

can

 

afford.

 

Simeon

 

and

 

Anna,

 

two

 

old

 

and

 

holy

 

people

 

of

 

the

 

Temple,

 

perceive

 

that

 

this

 

child

 

is

 

the

 

fulfilment

 

of

 

ancient

 

prophecies

 

of

 

redemption,

 

but

 

the

 

glory

 

of

 

his

 

coming

 

will

 

not

 

be

 

without

 

pain

 

and

 

suffering.
The

 

prophecy

 

given

 

in

 

Malachi

 

tells

 

of

 

the

 

Lord

 

coming

 

suddenly
,

 

but

 

not

 

without

 

a

 

great

 

deal

 

of

 

difficulty.
In

 

Hebrews

 

the

 

principle

 

of

 

the

 

way

 

Jesus

 

arrives

 

is

 

so

 

that

 

he

 

comes

 

sharing

 

our

 

human

 

condition,

 

so

 

that

 

we

 

might

 

be

 

united

 

to

 

God.

Sunday

 

9th

 

February

 

-

 

5
th

 

in

 

Epiphany

Isaiah

 

58:1-9a

 

[

 

9b-12

 

]
1

 

Corinthians

 

2:1-12

 

[

 

13-
16

 

]
Matthew

 

5:13-20

 

20

We didn't have any comments on the readings last month, but I accept that 
sometimes they're more difficult than others. Please  look at this month's 
readings and comment upon them if you are able. I must concede that I didn't 
put reply boxes in our churches and will try to do that this time.   JF

Ist March: First Sunday of Lent
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Romans 5:12-19
Matthew 4:1-11

Jesus' time in the wilderness is described as his temptation for offers from the 
devil; as much as there is, he does not accept. This is very different from the 
behaviour of Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden, who take up what the devil, 
in the form of a serpent, offers to them.
Paul's advice to the Romans is that humanity has been innately sinful since the 
beginning of time, but through Jesus we are not now condemned for our sins.
God's gift of righteousness offers us the possibility of a new and free life.

8th March: Second Sunday of Lent
Genesis 12:1-4a
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
John 3:1-17

God's message to Abram is from a very early time, before his name is changed 
to Abraham; he asks that Abram should leave his present life and take up the 
promise of the Lord. Abram complies with a small future problem, with Lot's 
presence, complying. Paul describes Abraham as a complier of faith, not the 
law.
The Pharisee Nicodemus is described by John as a seeker of truth, but not 
very courageous about it - perhaps a typical human being. Jesus accepted him 
as a timid seeker and gave him a good explanation of the example of heaven.

  
                                                         
15th March: Third Sunday of Lent
Exodus 17:1-7
Romans 5:1-11
John 4:5-42

The gospel of John tells the long story of Jesus' encounter with a Samaritan
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Sunday  9th  February  -  5th  of  Epiphany  
(

 
continued

 
)

The
 

gospel
 

passage
 

from
 

Matthew
 

is
 

from

 

Jesus'

 

sermon

 

on

 

the

 

mount;

 

in

 

this

 

section

 

he

 

says

 

our

 

worship

 

and

 

prayer

 

must

 

extend

 

to

 

caring

 

about

 

our

 

neighbours.
The

 

same

 

is

 

expressed

 

in

 

Isaiah,

 

who

 

tells

 

the

 

people

 

of

 

his

 

time,

 

but

 

indeed

 

of

 

all

 

time,

 

that

 

they

 

will

 

not

 

be

 

rewarded

 

by

 

God

 

just

 

in

 

their

 

attention

 

to

 

religious

 

observance.

 

They

 

will

 

care

 

about

 

social

 

justice

 

also.
Paul 's

 

letter

 

to

 

the

 

Corinthians

 

is

 

at

 

the

 

earliest

 

time

 

of

 

Christian

 

observance

 

when

 

they

 

are

 

finding

 

it

 

difficult

 

to

 

live

 

with

 

their

 

pagan

 

neighbours .

 

They

 

will

 

be

 

revealed

 

to

 

the

 

joy

 

of

 

God

 

by

 

the

 

Holy

 

Spirit

 

speaking

 

to

 

them.

Sunday

 

16th

 

February

 

- Second

 

before

 

Lent

   

Genesis  1:1  -  2:3
Romans  8:18-25
Matthew  6:25-end

In  his  Sermon  on  the  
Mount

 
Jesus

 
draws

 

upon

 

the

 

creation

 

to

 

teach

 

us

 

not

 

to

 

worry

 

about

 

our

 

lives.

 

God,

 

is

 

the

 

Creator

 

and

 

sustainer

 

of

 

everything

 

and

 

will

 

look

 

after

 

our

 

deepest

 

needs.
The

 

long

 

reading

 

from

 

the

 

book

 

of

 

Genesis

 

gives

 

an

 

account

 

of

 

how

 

God

 

created

 

all

 

there

 

is

 

in

 

the

 

world

 

according

 

to

 

his

 

will
.
In

 

his

 

important

 

letter

 

to

 

the

 

Christians

 

in

 

Rome

 

Paul

 

makes

 

a

 

comparison

 

with

 

our

 

being

 

and

 

the

 

natural

 

order

 

of

 

the

 

world.

 

That

 

God

 

will

 

bring

 

both

 

to

 

perfection

 

in

 

a

 

new

 

glory,

 

free

 

from

 

death

 

and

 

decay.

Sunday

 

23rd

 

February

 

-

 

Next

 

to

 

Lent

Exodus  
24:12-end
2

 
Peter

 
1:

16-end
Matthew

 

17:1-9
Peter,  James  and  John,  his  closest  friends,  see  Jesus  changed  into  a  radiant

 
being

 
on

 
a

 
mountain-top.

 
The

 
figures

 
of

 
Moses

 and  Elijah  join  him  and
 

the
 

voice
 

of
 

God
 

is
 

heard.
 

This
 

divine
 

revelation,
 

although
 

revealed
 

to
 

them

 

and

 

us,

 

must

 

not

 

be

 

told

 
to

 
people

 
of

 
the

 
time.

In
 

the
 

Old
 

Testament
 

reading
 

there
 

is
 

a
 

similar
 

experience
 

for
 

Moses
 

as
 

that
 

in

 

the

 

gospel,

 

when

 

Moses,

 

accompanied

 

by

 

Joshua,

 
went

 
up

 
to

 
receive

 
the

 
law

 

and

 

commandments.
Peter

 

tells

 

later

 

Christians

 

about

 

his

 

experience

 

when

 

he

 

and

 

the

 

others

 

saw

 

Jesus

 

changed

 

on

 

the

 

mountain

 

and

 

heard

 

the

 

voice

 

of

 

God

 

commending

 

him.

 

He

 

reminds

 

his

 

readers

 

that

 

the

 

Holy

 

Spirit

 

enables

 

them

 

to

 

interpret

 

scripture,

 

not

 

their

 

own

 

will
.

21

woman at a well. His encounter with a woman, and a Samaritan, would not be 
acceptable to a Jew, and the astonishment of his disciples shows that. Her 
initial surprise at him talking to her also illustrates the lack of understanding 
between Jews and non-Jews. This story reaches out to us that people of the 
whole world, not just Jews, are within the reach of Jesus. 
We may be in Lent, but there are certain things we need, and that applied to 
the ancients Jews crossing the desert. Although they appeared ungrateful, 
God supplied water to them for their need. 'Is the Lord among us or not,' is an 
everlasting question.
Paul gives the Roman Christians a promise that they are being supplied by 
God through his glory. We should note that this advantage is granted even 
though they had suffering through their faith from the authorities.

22nd March: Fourth Sunday of Lent
1 Samuel 16:1-3
Ephesians 5:8-14
John 9

There is a detailed explanation of the healing by Jesus of a blind man and a 
deep discussion about the concept of sin which is typical of John's gospel.
There is a similar discussion over the grieving of Saul by Samuel in the Old 
Testament reading. There is a very short extract of Paul's letter to the 
Ephesians about our standards of darkness and light.

29th March: Fifth Sunday of Lent
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Romans 8:6-11
John 11:1-45

St John's gospel tells an deeply emotional account of the raising of Lazarus 
from death, and how that affected the faith of onlookers.
The spirit of God within us is what the tale from Ezekiel offers us for life
Paul's piece from Romans tells us how important the spirit is to our lives 
compared with the  existence  of  the  body.  
 
                                   _______________________

Diocesan Lent Course:  This will take place in the meeting room of Holy 
Trinity church, Gwernaffield, Tuesday 3rd March, 10.30 am after the 
9 .30  am  Eucharist , and  7pm  in  Christchurch  Pontblyddyn  on 
Wednesday 4th March. The subject is Pilgrimage and there is a booklet
on the  diocesan  website  which  is highly  descriptive ; there  will  be a 
printed booklet by the time of the course. It will be for 6 weeks.
You are very welcome to come along and take part in it!               21           
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Epiphany,

 

which

 

is

 

from

 

January

 

6th,

 

is

 

the

 

revealing

 

of

 

the

 

Christ-
child

 

to

 

the

 

Gentiles.

 

The

 

wise

 

men,
or

 

kings,

 

are

 

said

 

in

 

the

 
Gospel

 
of

 
Luke

 
to

 
be

 the  first  Gentiles
to  see  Jesus  and  by  
the

 
wisdom

 
given

 
to

 

them

 

and

 

led

 

to

 

where

 

he was

 

born

 

by

 

a

 

star,

 

realise

 

his

 

importance

 

to

 

humankind.
There

 

is

 

no

 

record

 

in

 

the

 

Gospel

 

how

 

many

 

wise

 

men

 

there

 

were,

 

but

 

because

 

they

 

brought

 

the

 

gifts

 

of

 

gold,

 

frankincense

 

and

 

myrrh

 

it

 

is assumed

 

in

 

the

 

West

 

there

 

were

 

three,

 

and

 

later

 

stories

 

have

 

given

 

them

 

the

 

names

 

Caspar,

 

Balthazar

 

and

 

Melchior.

 

The

 

Church

 

in

 

the

 

East

 

has

 

twelve

 

kings.
The

 

Gospel

 

thus

 

announces

 

that

 

the

 

Saviour

 

came

 

to

 

the

 

people

 

of

 

the

 

whole

 

world.

22

 
Presentation

 
of

 
Jesus

 
in

 
the

 
Temple

 
and

 
Candlemas

 

February

 

3rd

 

we

 

will

 

celebrate

 

the

 

passage

 

from

 

Luke

 when

 

Joseph

 

and

 

Mary

 

took

 

Jesus

 

into

 

the

 

Temple

 

in

 

Jerusalem

 

in

 

order

 

to

 

present

 

Jesus

 

as

 

their

 

firstborn

 

and

 

complete

 

Mary's

 

ritual

 

purification

 

after

 

childbirth.

 

One

 

of

 

the

 

important

 

references

 

is

 

for

 

the

 

couple

 

to

 

sacrifice

 

'

 

a

 

pair

 

of

 

turtledoves

 

or

 

two

 

young

 

pigeons,'

 

which

 

was

 

an

 

option

 

for

 

poor

 

people

 

who

 

could

 

not

 

afford

 

a

 

lamb

 

to

 

sacrifice.
When

 

they

 

entered

 

the

 

temple,

 

they

 

encountered

 

Simeon,

 

an

 

elderly

 

priest

 

who

 

had

 

been

 

promised

 

that

 

'

 

he

 

should

 

not

 

see

 

death

 

before

 

he

 

had

 

seen

 

the

 

Lord's

 

Christ.'
He

 

uttered

 

the

 

prayer

 

that

 

would

 

become

 

known

 

as

 

the

 

Nunc

 

Dimittis,

 

which

 

prophesied

 

redemption

 

of

 

the

 

world

 

by

 

Jesus:

'

 

Lord,

 

now

 

let

 

your

 

servant

 

depart

 

in

 

peace,

 

according

 

to

 

your

 

word;

 

for

 

my

 

eyes

 

have

 

seen

 

your

 

salvation

 

which

 

you

 

have

 

prepared

 

in

 

the

 

presence

 

of

 

all

 

peoples,

 

a

 

light

 

for

 

revelation

 

to

 

the

 

Gentiles,

 

and

 

for

 

glory

 

to

 

your

 

people

 

Israel.'

 

(

 

Luke

 

2:

 

29-32

 

)
There

 

was

 

a

 

further

 

prophecy

 

to

 

Mary

 

in

 

Luke

 

2:

 

34-35

 

and

 

the

 

elderly

 

prophetess

 

Anna

 

offered

 

prayers

 

and

 

praise

 

to

 

God,

 

telling

 

all

 

she

 

met

 

in

 

the

 

Temple

 

of

 

Jesus'

 

importance

 

to

 

people

 

in

 

Jerusalem.
In

 

the

 

Western

 

Church

 

this

 

is

 

the

 

end

 

of

 

the

 

Epiphany

 

season

 

and

 

the

 

beeswax

 

candlles

 

for

 

the

 

coming

 

year

 

are

 

blessed,

 

with

 

a

 

procession

 

with

 

lighted

 

candles

 

to

 

reflect

 

'

 

a

 

light

 

for

 

reflection

 

to

 

the

 

Gentiles.'

  

     

          

.

 The Annunciation to the Blessed Virgin Mary is 
celebrated this month, on 25th March. It is recorded 
in the Gospel of Luke:  (Luke 1: 26-33)

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God 
to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. The virgin's name was Mary.

And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favoured 
one! the Lord is with you" But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be. The angel said to her, "Do not 
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. 
And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, 
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever 
and of his kingdom there will be no end

.                               --------   
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WARDENS:-  Tel 01352 

GWERNAFFIELD , HOLY TRINITY   

MR. PETER DAVIES,  Ardwyn, Cae Rhug Lane, Gwernaffield - 741826 

MRS KATHLEEN STANTON, 2, The Links, Gwernaffield - 740068 

Subwarden  

MRS. MADGE NEWTON, 7 High Park, Gwernaffield - 740649 

LLANFERRES , ST BERRES   

MISS ANNE WOODWARD, Cysgodfa, Tafarn-y-Gelyn - 810270 

MR ROB ARMSTRONG, The White House, Rectory Lane, 
Llanferres  

- 810259  

CILCAIN,  ST MARY THE VIRGIN   

  MRS. AMANDA GRIFFITHS, Tegfan, Denbigh Rd, Hendre
.

 

- 740872
 

RHYDYMWYN,  ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST    

MRS. MARION WATTS, Swn yr Awel, St John’s Park , - 741350 

MRS. ELIZABETH THOMAS, 5 St. John’s Park, Rhydymwyn - 741405 

NANNERCH ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS   

MRS. CATH YEARDLEY, Hafan Deg. Ffordd-y-Graig, Lixwm - 781151 

MRS. JANET WRIGHT, 2 The Walled Garden, Ffordd-y-Waen, - 741701 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bro Famau Group of Churches 
in the Mission Area of Mold 

Local Contacts 

MRS KATHLEEN MASON,  2, Lon Cilan,Cilcain                                 - 740724 
( Acting Warden )
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