 SHOES 
1. Shoes need to be polished all over ! Male shoes must have a highly polished toe cap & female shoes must be highly polished all over. 

2. Equipment required; Black Kiwi polish, Soft yellow duster (or cotton wool balls), old tooth brush or similar, & access to clean water. 

3. Method; 

a. If your shoes are brand new put on a good layer of polish & leave to dry over night. This helps fill in the grain of the leather & can be repeated as many times as you like till you are ready to tackle the polishing. 

b. Make sure the shoe is free from dirt & dust. When ready put the cloth over your index finger & make sure there are no creases. 

c. Dab the cloth into some water (warm water works well) then squeeze out any excess. 

c. Next, dab the damp part of the cloth onto the polish to pick up a small amount only. 

d. Now use small circular motions to polish the shoe until the polish from the cloth stops smearing & the surface begins to shine. Remember to work in a circular motion & aim to cover the whole area. 

f. Repeat…..repeat….& repeat again as required! 

g. Once the grain of the shoe is smoothed it is a simple case of using less polish on the cloth to finish off. This last item will be all that is required to maintain the shine, but it needs to be done each time the shoe is worn. 

4. Damage can occur during any parade night! Repairing chipped polish is not an easy task as you may need to use a hot spoon to smooth out the dents. It may well be easier to remove the polish completely & start again. 

5. Once you have worn your shoes you will find dirt collects in the join between the leather & the sole. An old toothbrush or similar is essential to remove this dirt. 

