Kent
Police

PS Walshaw statethis period has been a busy one for the RLT. The snow presented its own
challenges to the force but also the rural community. Sadly as the lambing season gets into full
swing there have been several reports of livestock worrying across the county. Times#ents

have not only been against sheep but also other stock including Alpacas. The RLT are assisting
local officers with investigations into these offences. PC Frost has now retired from the force and
has been replaced by PC Richard (Harry) Callagimathe North RLT. Harry joins the team with
wide range of experience and a proven track record of policing the rural community; he will be a
great asset to the team.




Here is a snapshot of the work undertaken by the team since the last report.

Rual Liaison TeanRL7 officers nmet with other units to actively target our patrolling around the

borders of all three divisions on the A20, Charing, Ashford border. Whilst on patrol a vehicle was the
subject of a stop check at storage container yardtedan Chillmington GreerWhen

approaching, officers could smeknnabis coming from this vehicle. The driver admitted to a

personal amount of possession. A second vehicle was then located wighyartthand again smelt

of cannabis. This driver alsgimitted to drugs possession. The males, thehiclesand the

respective storage units were searched and located inside both vehicles was herbal cannabis of a
personal amount. Both males were interviewed at the roadside were reported for the offeres

P@ Pennicott and Lingham providadsistance tehe police dogunit in Dartford with a vehicle
whichhadfailed to stop and the driver and passendgpad decamged from. Thedogunit located the
believed driver who was arrested fdaking a Vehiclé/ithout Gnsent.

Officers pursued aehicle inthe Woodchurcharea that wadlirectly linked torural crime The
vehicle failed to stofior the Gypsy Liaison Tea(GLT)After exiting his vehiclthe male was swiftly
detainedwith assistance fronRLT @icers and taken into custody

PQ@ Lingham and Pennicaittended to a horse wandering on Lower Road. An owner could not be
identified so the officerseizedthe horse Efforts will be madéo identify the owner.




Officers were @ployed to a vehicle which hatttivateda cameraandwas linked to intelligence that
the accupant was involved in a serious assalliie vehicle was stopped on th20and the
occupants detailsvere forwarded onto theMetropolitan Policefor their investgation

P@ Frost and Callaghan responded toa#l fromthe RSPCA regarding abhandoned animah
CanterburyThe officersattended thelocation and forced entry via the rear door. Two cats and two
fishwere seized and removed from the property.

Officers receivedhformation regardinga vehiclethat had beerinvolved in hare gursing incidents
and criminal damage to farmers fencing in Cambridgesinidkattended the area between Charing
and Ashford.The vehicle wasited travelling in the oppogtdirectionandappeared to try and avoid
PCPennicottby turning intoa hotelcar park and parking in a bayhe driverclaimedthat the

vehicle belonged to hismploye@wife and that hiemployea was in thehotel. A maleappeared
from the hotel andnsurance confirmed the vehicle belonged to his wifke driver had no driving
license and the other male was disqualified from driving. Tdteclewasseizedas a result ofthese
offencesand information will be passeahto Cambridgeshire Police. Both madesre found to
have numerous warning markers and convictianainly inLondon area.




RLT officers assisted the GLT in Ashford with a vehicle failing to stop near Shadoxhurst. Officers
prepared a stinger deploynme and the vehicle took action to avoid this, heading towards a no

through road. The vehicle came to a stop at the end of this road and tactical contact was made when
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of cannabis was located in the vehicle and the male was arrested for Possession with Intent to
Supply and Dangerous Driving.
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rural criminality alog the border lines of North, West and East Divisions. An insecure vehicle was
located as a result which was then sighted on the move and stopped by MaidstonenSigé whs a

male occupant, twourchers and a spaniel X lurcher along with a large lamipiggNOK ® t / Q& t
and Lingham spoke with the driver and occupant at length about poaching and harengoamsli

Kent Police potentiactionwhich could take place if caught or suspected to have been involved in
such activity.

P@ Pennicott and Lgham carried out a stop cheagk Chatham of a vehiclentaining two males
GKFG OFYS G2 K SdrugsksdakcileSdedidacted aindinSrifali chrhabigasfdund
within the vehicle. The passenger was dealt with for drugs offeadghe driverfor driving
offences.

RLT officers carried out a patrol in partnership with Environment Agencies Fisheries Team, Angling
Trust Enforcement and Angling Trust voluntary bailiffs on the River Medway, Tonbridge. This was in
response to reports ofnti-Social Behaviour including drugs misuse and fish poaching that was
reported to the Environmental Agencies. Several sites were identified that appear to be being used
for illegal drug taking activity.
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Following an incident whersuspected poachers were verbally aggressive to a farmer in Ashford, PC
Perry sent out an appeal on Farm Watch for a vehicle fitting the description that had been seen in
the area. The appeal was responded to and the vehicle identified to be involved hetaows

coursing reports and was linked to a wietiown poacher from Dover. RLT officers attended his

home where the vehicle was seen parked outside and issued a Community Protection Warning to
this male.

INOI PROTECTIVELY MARREY] -

Keep proper control of your dog at all tmes and do not | Immediately !
allow them to run on privatedlzgnd.

fail to comply with the above requirements within the timescales, you may be issuetg
munity Protection Notice either immediately or in the near future. Failure 2
th a Community Protection Notice may result in further action being taken again:

[NOT PROTECTIVELY MARKED]

Kent COMMUNITY PROTECTION NOTICE
Police (ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR CRIME AND POLICING ACT 2014)

fou may be issued with a fixed penalty notice

may be prosecuted. If you are prosecuted and convicted the maximum
is a fine not exceeding level 4 on the standard scale.

you are convicted of an offence under section 48 Anti-social Behaviour,.Oime
cing Act, the court may make whatever order they think is appropriate to
e the requirements of the Notice are completed.

ZS:T)M“HM Pamatjostyotthe A% s ( L this section may in particular require you:

specified work, or
you, being  person aged 16 or over, or an organisation are responsible to carry out specified work,

is having a detrimental effect on the quality of life of those in the locality
continuing in nature and is unreasonable.

jire you to P ion of any item used in your
Notice, to a constable or to a person representing the
may require this item to be destroyed or disposed of
f the peace may issue a warrant, authorising a

Officers also served a Community Protection Vitagrio another individual, in the Wingham area.

PC Perry outlined the behaviour that must stop immediately. They were advised that if the conduct
continues, officers will be serving them with a Community Protection Notice. Failure to comply with
a Communiy Protection Notice is a criminal offence and upon summary conviction a person may be
liable to pay a fine of up to £2,500.

These are the first Community Protection Warnings that the team have been able to issue. It has
only been possible because the rucalmmunity have been calling incidents into our control room

with suspect and vehicle descriptions and officers have been deploying to incidents and stopping the
same persons near the locations. We will continue to collate evidence of offenders and tadk to
action where possible and would encourage the rural community to please keep reporting these
incidents to us.




The wholeRLT waengaged in a joint investigation intgpappy farm andfraud investigation with
the RSPCHeciallnvestigationTeam. Theofficersexecuted two search warrants Brenzett one
under the Fraud Act and one under the Animal Welfare Act.

On entering the site two cannabis cultivations were teda The team also found sevefkannels
containing various breeds of dogs, some with young puppizse to the poor conditions presented
anumber ofdogs and puppies were seized along vistlo cats andhree kittens. .

A stolen ride on lawn mower was aldiscoveredn the site whichhad beenstolenfrom High
Halden inDecember 2017A gas powered air rifle was seized and checkefirbgrmsofficers
suspected to be over the legal powektotal of eightyexhibitswere locatedby the team

Four people were arrestedwo for Fraud andAnimal Welfareone for FraudAnimal Welfare and
Cultivation of Cannabend ame for Fraud, Animal Welfare, Cultivation of Cannabis and Trheft
relation tothe lawn mower

Stolen lawn mower at puppy farm

Officers received a telephone call from a farmer in Hothfield where people had been driving over his
crops causing criminal damage. PC Perry has organised for the vehicle, which was seen to park up
nearby, to be seized.




Battery theft

In relation to a operation dedicated to the theft of batteries from mobile phone masts, PCs
Lingham and Pennicott responded to reports of a burglary in progress in Fawkham. On attendance
at the location, the officers located two males in the process of stealing twentybfackup

batteries. These males were detained and arrested for Burglary. Both were found to be in
possession of gloves and mobile phones with various tools including allen keys, bolt croppers and
crow bars found inside the building. All twenty foutteaies had been disconnected and stacked in

a pile in front of the entrance/exit door ready to be conveyed to their vehicle parked nearby. This
vehicle was located and seized.




P@ Lingham, Pennicott, Reed and Callaghan assisted Maidstone Borougli Gtaste

Enfor@ment in a joint operation. As a result a vehicle was located and seized as part of a pre
planned seizure. Two vehicles were found carrying waste and were issued with a £300 fine each due
to being unable to produce waste transfer notices e these drivers was also reportedttee
EnvironmentAgencyfor offences regarding the storage of waste on private land without a permit.




