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Apologies for absence

Colin Norgate, Doug Baguley, Dave Tyler, Eddie Adrian.
Welcome to members and visitors
The Chair welcomed members to the January meeting of the Kent Health and Safety.
Gas Safety
The Chair introduced Terry Broughton of Gas Safe Consultants Ltd who explained that the company had run over 700 training courses over the last year for a wide variety of clients.
Terry began his presentation by saying that people don’t appreciate the hazards of gas.  He stated that you can’t see, taste or smell the majority of gases and that is the problem.
He asked how many gases make up the air being breathed now.  The answer was 9, with the top 3 gases by volume being nitrogen, oxygen and argon.  The percentage of the top 2 gases is 21% oxygen and 79% nitrogen.
He said that with gas safety, you don’t want anything leaking.  If there is a leak, you need to get rid of it so ventilation is needed.
The following points were made:

· 3150oC is the heat of an oxy-acetylene flame;

· Oxygen is heavier than air;

· Acetylene is lighter than air;
· A risk assessment is needed for moving gas cylinders in a transit van;
· A gas cylinder with red shoulders contains flammable gas, if there is a yellow strip it is toxic;
· A gas regulator should be replaced after 5 years;
· www.bcga.co.uk will give codes of practice and guidance notes;
· People must wear eye protection when using gas cylinders;
· There needs to be a gas tight bulkhead between the driver and gas cylinders in a vehicle;
· A hot work permit often does not mention gas cylinders;
· Each time before use, check gas cylinders for leaks;
· Look at equipment and make sure that it is the correct type.

He asked how you identify what type of gas is inside a cylinder.  Each cylinder should have a label that states the gas contained in the cylinder and the pressure that the cylinder is filled to.

You need the right trolley to move a cylinder.

The largest cause of accidents is complacency.

The regulations for gas storage have just changed.

Two breathes of helium gas will kill you.

What you permit, you promote.

The Secretary thanked Terry for his superb presentation which had given everybody lots to think about.
General Business
· Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes of the last meeting were agreed.
· Correspondence
The Secretary reported that there were the usual bits and pieces at the back, but no publications because of the Christmas and New Year holiday.
Demo DVDs from Vocam were also available for preview at no cost.

The Chairman reported that this year the Alan Butler Award was being awarded on a merit basis depending on presentation.  Kent Health & Safety Group had submitted an entry and been awarded silver.  Presentation of the awards was taking place at the House of Lords on 23 January.  Anybody able to attend with Chris Pike should contact Chris Pike.

· Website
Anybody with anything for the website was asked to email it to Gary Hewitt or directly to Melissa.
Members were reminded to check the website in the event of bad weather as cancellation of the meeting would be put on the website.

· HSE update
Mike Walters had sent an update which included the fact that the Lofstedt Report had been published along with the Government Response:
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/docs/lofstedt-report.pdf
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/docs/lofstedt-report-response.pdf
He also reported on the likelihood of HSE charging for a material breach from April 2012.  The fee is set at £124.

The RIDDOR update is likely to come into force on 6 April 2012, ie over 3 day to over 7 day reporting to marry up with GP’s Fit Notes.

· Update from other organisations
Safety Groups UK will be holding their meeting on 23 January.
RoSPA – copies of the latest issue of The Voice were available on the table at the back.
The next IOSH meeting will be held on 10 January at 6 pm for 6.30 pm in the Clive Emerson Building at Kent Showground.  Vince Sandys will be speaking on exhaust ventilation.
· Help! / Learning experiences
The Chair reported on an incident at a site in London where an elderly gentleman was found lying on the ground next to an area where loose material had been used to fill in a step.  The Chair had not known whether or not it was a reportable accident and had asked Mike Walters for advice.  Mike had advised him not to report it as he had not actually seen the gentleman fall.
The Chair also reported that he had spent some time touring timber hauliers to talk to them about safety, which included warnings on overhead power lines and cranes.  Shortly afterwards, the owner of a company on Forestry Commission land was killed when his crane caught power lines.  He was only found when the power company went out to investigate the power outage.
· Accidents and dangerous occurrences

There were no accidents and dangerous occurrences reported.
Any other business
There was no other business.
Next meeting
The next meeting will take place on 2 February 2012 when James Moxon of Posturite will give a talk on Ergonomics.
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