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loo.ling sccn)\ t() b.'.ur .tturu.ll clctrt itr
\'.ll-i, rLl' F.ll t\,'a r )ut r ()Ulrll'\. tUillill,l

roads .rnti stlccts irrro r-ivtrs .rtr.i cattsittq
qre;rt distress to :rll those :rtlectc.1.l'he
l{Lrr tl N rlt,rtt.rl I iri'l','.rt Irt.tittrtr,'rt trir'.

to rrllcvi.rt.' thrs sLrtli'riirq .r' nrrrelr .tr possrblc l.r'
plovrding tr().lts to r-cscuc f coplc tioni tl.rngcr.Thc
litlbo:rt serVice rrlrcs orr clort.tttOrtr to c:Irr\- ()Ltt rts

nrrrk:rrrd ollr \()rlrac oifirnds conrcs tirttr thc slrlt

of nrcrch.rn rlise r n cltrr-ltrtq tttotl.'l [ro.ttr.
( lorgi Tovs h.n e [.rrr,]uce tl ,r [..rntl l{or-cr,Trai]tr

encl Fl,rotl l{cscut llo.tt:ct uirrch rr.n'.ril.rl.le tiorrr
l{NI-l shopi .lud .rl\o fi<rrtt :1.onsor:.Tool St.ttion
or.rtle ts. E.rch h:r: slrghtlr diticle rrr p,rck.rqing.Thcse

.rre lovclv littlt dic L:l\t \ct\ Ilrd.l\Lrrinq fivc itrtlt.'s
krnq. I h:rvc onc oic.rch irt nn' collectir>n .rtrrl thc

Lrti'bo.rt clepl('1!'rl is .ur I{NLl 'l)'(.l.rss.

I rerrrcnrbcr un ti-st Lit!'b().lt ntotlcl. nlrtch q'.t:

boLrght tirr rne rihil:t or holitl.n *itlt rnt fr.lrcr)ts
in (llorrrcr. Nor-firlk in thc it)5t)'s. It u'a: l Tri.rnq
pl.rstic bo.rt sith .r ckrckuor-k rrtotrrr. I h,Lvc h.r,l :r

Ionq lssoci:rtion nrrh (lnrnrr'i' .rrrd it: netghlror,rrirrq

tou n oiShcrirrqh.rnr. h.n'tnq .ptttt nr:ttn' ettlor':tblc
hohd.rvs thcre .rnti h.n'c b.-e rr rn:pirctl br Loc:rl

historv ot'crrl. .rn.i lobstcr flshirrq ii rth rnr.rli [.o.rtt
.tnrl <>icortr:c bv the hr\tor\ ois.tvittq hvt\.rt scr

sircc 1fi2J. s'hcn thc I{N[.] ri.rs iirrnred.
For the first E( t vr.rrs oithc llNLI. tirc onlv tirrnr

t'ripou'cr firr liicbo.rts n.rs the nnrsclc of thc ur.'ri
.r)rl tl)( rrrrt,l..\li.r l..irts lrrr'trtlrr 1,' 1111 ., 1 lr1

horses. oirrs .rrrtl .rril' took the liti'[.,r.rts on thcir
rrrissior.rs .rn.l incrc.li[rlc re\cLic\ \\'cl-a c.rn'iccl ont
trsLr.rllv cir,ritc closc to the shorc.

Thc Lfcboet nrcn oithc l()th (.cnrurr'.,rert'ric.rrlr

all flsh.'r-ncn en.1 thcir str('ngth .urtl h.rrdincss c,rnrc

thrrrr solkinq c\-crv d.rv rn thcir ishing bo.rts. fhc
pLrlline.rntl '.rilinq lrfel o.rts sci:c rcp.l.tctrl sith
p('n'ol thell dicscl .lrrvcrr bo.rrs tirrrr the rt.rrt oirhc
loth (.crrtulr'.-l-ir,l.n lit.'bo.rt. lrc ,rll tlrivcn bv tn'in

Triang (ScaLex) Lifeboat is a

reptica of the LiverpooI type
motor [ifeboat.

White metal kit of the Oaktey
Ctass Lifeboat by D.M. Castings
of Huddersfietd.

D.M.Castings were supposed
to have created more white
metal kits for the RNLI but went
out of business.

Ltedo made the first diecast
RNLI Lifeboat modets in
association with Kimberty-
Ctark, makers of Kteenex.

rlr .:.,-*_rqsrar

tliescl ertgincr. (.rcri ctl bv volLtitt.'ers. thtv .trc .tblc

t() ro\Fon(1 to all tvpcs oicnrtrqcrcitr. Erctt vtJr
on LiicL,o:rr I).n. thc l.rtcst l.o:rts .rrc l,rLrnchctl :rnd

tlcrlon'tr-.rttrl. ;rhi':rr s litr.rt ting ,r l.trqc e rrxr tl.
"Ncvcr -[irr n IJ.rck" h.rs Lt.'crt thc ltnspokcn trtr>tt]

oitht litel.o;rt sclvicc since 19o1 \\'ilcn thc (l.i\tcr
.,"i;' l j,:- j 

', N''ri-,ikt litil','.ri (.,1\'iz( (l r)L.rl' t,' tl)r''ll,'r,' krllirr:
rrrnt of hrr- crcu. At rhc irtlue.t it les s.rr,l rh,tt.
''(l.rrster nrclr ile\'r'I tttnt L..tck."

(.rontt'r- rr:is Itotttc to thc grc.ltc\t liii'bo.tt rrr.rir

th.rt cvcr lrvcd. flcrrr-r lilogs (;.( I Il.E.N.l. u ho
rr:r: corsrr':rirr oIthc Itibo,rt tiorrr 1()o() to 1()J7.

\\'urnr'r oitltrtc l{NLI gold rrrctl:th firr cortspicttott'

g:rll.intrv and tirur stlrcr nrerl,tls. His n.t.'ttton is

kcl.t .rlirr: .lt (.r'olrlcr I itebo,rt ttttirctttr rvhcrt
hir ti'.rrlcss lc.rJtlshrl. of-thc crcu s rcscrtitrg .\7-i

LVcs .rt sc:r rr rvcll recrllilctl. lloth (lKrilrcr .intl

Shcrr rrqlr.rrn nnr\eLrrll\ h.n'c rr trtrcirt.ttir rg,'ollcctr rrn

oi old litibo.rt\ .urrl rr'l,lttrl itctn'. AIr rtrtist u;r'
conrrirs:roncrl to ;r.11111 pir'turcs ilitllc ]jti'lr0.rts <lrl

th.' sc.r s';rll lrt Shcr-rnqh.utr.

I h.rlt'built.r n'hitc nrct.tl kit of'.tn t.trh fulllng
Ir()\\ 1l19) .rrrJ sailrnq lrtcbo.rr 1.r I).\ Nl ,(..rsrirrgs ot'

Fltrtl,ltrsfititl. I ltc eotttl.rtttr' .l.rtctl fhtttt thc 1(/-()'

NEVERTURN
BACK
John Tailby looks at
the history of the Royal
NationaL Lifeboat
Institution and the
diecast modets of the
rescue vehicles they use.
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and was conrnlissioned to lnake r ranse of lifeboats

tbr thc RNLI. s'ith one nerv nrodcl cvery six

n)()nths. crcJtinq tltc .'rrtirc flt'ct p.lrt JItd Frcsdttt.
Unfortunately the conrplnl' ce:tsc'cl tr;rding rt sonrc

point due to financral dilllcultics. Nr-rnrber LIl5
in the r:rnge is the Pulling and Sailir.rg Lifebo:rt

cor-nplete rvith horse clrawn cerri:1se.Thc u'hole
outflt is lpproxiuretclv nine inchcs krnq l'ith a %

scale picture on the box. Infbnnation incluclccl in
the asscnrbll. instructions qives the firllou,ing det:rils

of others producecl: LB 1 W'avene'r' Litebolt, LIl2
Oeklc'1' Lifebo:rt, LIJ3 Case Tr:rctor arlcl (larrielle fbr
LB2. LII+ Atlantic 2l ancl l) Class liteboats.

I don't remenrber rvlut luppenecl to tn,v first
Tri:urg nrodel lifeboat. I renrenrber plwing n-ith it
on thc bcach and I think thlt salt \\-:rter laot into
the clocku,ork nrotor ancl rustecl it.Tl-ris tuttst h:n-e

hrppcncd to nrost of thcnr, be'cituse tltcv rtrc trou'
ver! rare.Although a to1', it n'ls a tlrirlv accurete

replicl of the Liverpool t)'pe nlotor liteboat and

there is an exanrple in the nruscunr. I r'r-as luckv
enough to see rnother one :lt x tov fhir a fi'n'years
ago. conipletc u,ith its bo-r :rnd kcv etc.As it is tron'
very collecteble it cost d75.Tbe oriuin;rl pricc
uritten on the carclboard box n'as I5 shillines.
rvhich conr.erts to 75p.This nrodcl frorri the 1950's

is 1(l incl-res long. rnaclc of plastrc n'ith nretal rurldel.
clockrvork nrotor ancl kel: It is uounti up throLlgh .r

hole in thc deck, rvl-rich has x pllstic scalinu bung.
Thc'Liverpool'Wpc litebo:it u'rrs uscd ilt both

Crourer and Sheringhatn betvn'eetr 1936 anci l9(r1.
This .1.5 [oot lorrs ho.rt h.rd ;r 35hp pctrol cusirre.

housecl in a \\'.rtertight colrpartnrent. It $':rs crrpable

oi7.3 knots and r ranqe of (r() nar-rtical nriles. It alscr

carriecl sails in c:rse ofengine fiilure.
Next ciinie the'O:rkler'' Olass Sc'lil{ighting

Liti'bo.rr. iutroducr'.{ in l95ii. Ir h.rJ .r lcnqrh ()t'3;
teet. Pon-ered bv l -13 hp. I)erkins l)iesel ensine. ir

nr:r.r'spccd oi8 knots iln(l ir rrnge oi lrr5 rr.rutie.rl

ruiles could bc achier-ed. Later versions rvere fltted
u'ith 2 x 52 hp Tliornvcroft cliesels.

O:rklcr tvpc bolts rrerc rrsed rr Slrcrrnslr,rrrr

betrveen 19(r1 ancl 1992 and :rt (.ronler betu'een
196-l lnd l9fi5. Cromer bo;rts n-ere l;urnchcd fi-onr

a sl-ripu-av at the end o[the pier acljoining the
bolthousc. Shcringhanr boirts $'ere pulled f}cxn thc
boathousc' onto :r trlrntable rnd then prrshed into thc
ulter nsing J \\';rtL'rpr()ot trtt'tor lntl c.trrirqc.

D.M Oastings, lnentioned earlier, nr:rdc a uhite
nl"il,i [iinFT[. ciklev Litcbo.rt. rvhich rvas L1]2. I

u,as luckY enonqh to see onc ilt ;r t(\' teir along u-ith

unspoken motto

'Never turn back'
has been the

of the lifeboot
serwce stnce

79ot when the
Caister lifeboat

capsized. At
the inquest it
was said thqt
"Coister men

never turn bock"

LIl5. I anr still lookine fbr Lll3, r..-hich is the tractor

and carri:rge. ();rklcv urr>dcl is firur lnrl h:rlf inches

long s'ith r % sc:rle picture ol1 the box.
Lledo joined forces u'ith Kirnberl,v-Clark to

producc ir nioclel of thc 19u2 TVne (llass lifcboat.

This rv:rs not onll' the first ever dicclst nroclel

lifc'boat produced fbr the RNLI but r.r-as the flrst

non-u'heelcc'l urodel evcl pr-oclr.rcecl bv Lledo.
Kinrberlev-(ll:rrk. ur:rkers of Kleener products, h:rd

a lonq associ:rtion rr,'ith drc l{NLI antl h:rcl bcen

involvecl u-ith tirndnising all or.'cr llritirin.
I purchirsed a tnoclcl rlith a uhite hr.rll be;rr-ine rhe

name IINLI G;rrsiclc St l)avids, finislied in l{NLI
colours oior:urge, bhre rnd u'hrte.This four inch
lonq urorlel h.rs a blrrck phstic r-rust that cau be r:risecl

or los.'erecl. It h:rs its ovn'n stlrtcl insidc' the pack;tging

u'ith clclr pl:rstic u.indou'. At :r latcr clltc on :r visit to
Sheringharrr I{NLI shop I sau' c'rue rr'ith e red hull
nanrecl Sam antlJoan Woods.This u':rs thc natnc of
iln "rctual bolt useci at (.rotner bctrveett 19f35 anc'l

1996.A numbcr of Lledo [{NLI proniotiotral vans

rvcrc proclucecl at the s:rnrc titne :rs the lifeboat.
It s'as norl' l\NLI policr-to n:lllle bo:tts :iftcr rivers

lntl the Ti.'tre chss u'as a f:ist shipu-av l:uttrched bo:rt

$'ith e top speecl of eppnrxilretclr- 1ij knots u'ith

32

54

.d"-#
Ltedo promotional vans: r.934 Dennis Parcels Van depicts much older livery cute little Austin
A3o van has superb proportions and moulding detail VW Sptit Screen Typez mini bus is an

unusua[inc1usion1912Renau1tVan1ookssmart,butnotVeryauthentic,inRNLItivery.>
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Afl.antic 75 model is a beautifutty detaited radio controtted craft by Impact Internationat

and came in this impressive diorama-styte box.

Huge, radio control.led Impact International modet is of the Severn Ctass Lifeboat. scate is not

known, but it measures t8 inches long and 11 inches high'

pou,er fi'on trvin -l25hp (]eneral Motols dicsel

engirrc's.TheT\'tte class hull and pos'erful engitres

macle it nr-ice as fast as the Oaklev rvpe it lcplaced'

The informatittt.t ott the packaeille explained that

boats u'ith l'liite l-rulls :tre kept <lut oithe q'ater

in Lifeboat houses atrd arc- slips'av llunched. Iloats

u'ith led hulls are rtortrtally kcpt in thc u'ater atrd ale

painted s'ith a red anti-firuline coatil)q.T,vne class

boats u'ere used at Cron.rc. 111itil r0()8 u'hctl thev

u'ere replaced bv the latest'Tarlrar'class.

Tanrar cl:rss boats :tre 16.3 rrretr-es long antl are

pou'e rcd by trvin six-cvlirrdcr, I fl-litre 'Cat' Cl l fl

nrarine ciiesel enqines. eiving 1{)15 bhp.Thev are

capable of 25 knots s'ith qood eccclcr:rriotr and fuel

e conon\.Thet' also carlv a'claughter irlflrtable Lroat'

in the stcnr fbr inslrore lescues.This n'pe of boat is

still in use at (lrotnet'and is slipu'al launched fi'our

the boathouse at thc end of tl-re pic'r.

Model makers seel-It to have bvpassed the T:itlrat

but :rt least trvo diffet'crtt trloclels arc' available of tl-re

largest lifeboat in the I\NLI fleet the 17.3 mette

Severn (llass.This l-ras a top spt-ccl of ?5 ktiots and a

ranqe of250 nautical nriles. lt is tlesigned lie afloat

and carries :rn inflatableY lrolt pclneled by atr

outboard nrotor s'hich is lar'rnchccl usirrg a h1'dlauhc

crane. It has a sirnilal shape to the Tlrltar arld the

saltle po\l'er soul'ce.

The 2(X)7 Airfk catalogue displals a tine picture

or-r its ii'ont covel of the Severn (llass, nrore cletlils

are given inside of the 1/72 scale kits'T\r'o kits u'cre

avrilable: one n'ith the troat onlt' ;rrld the other u''itl-r

lifeboat antl Sc-a King Hclicoptcr, called the Ait Sea

I{cscue kit. Plentv here to kecp the tnoclel In:rkers

bus,v and d1 fronr the ori{.Iin:rl sale pricc'is paid in

slpport of the l{Nl-1.
I urust aclurit th;rt I haven't nrade the kits br"lt

insteacl bouglit ;t u'onderful r:idio controlled

exanrple bv Iurpact Internatiotial.This is a u'ell-

detailcd plastic rnodei at 1ll inches long .urd 11

inches high.Although l bought it sccond hand it u':rs

in per:te'ct coltciition.
The sanre .rpplis5 1,, a I{.rclio (lontl'ollcd lnoc-lel

oithe Atlantic 75 lty dt.: sarlte tll.tkc'r, rvl-rich I

acquircd at thc s;tttre tinrc.This is six inchcs lonq

irr .ur lttlactivc bor. Ihis Atl;rntic 75 is a replic:r

oithc tv1.c itrtrotlr.rt'ctl .rt Shelirlsharrr ili 199-l es

Airfix offered modeL kits of
the Severn Ctass Lifeboat in
r/72 scale, including one with a

rescue heticopter,

Cararama Atlantic inshore
lifeboat came on a traiter towed
by a Range Rover.

Corgi Premium diecast model
of the Shannon lifeboat. This
is avaitable from Corgi and in
RNLI shops.

a replaceurent lbr its Atlantic 21 At 2+ teet lonq.

it is pou'ered bv tu'iIl 70 hp outboald tlrotors and

c:rpable of 3() knots. it is self-righting by rneans of I

inflatable br.rolattcv tank and is launchecl bv a trerv

Trlus launcl-rirtll tractor u'ith :r -1.-{ litre Oaterpillar

enginc. Shclinqllanr\ cllrlent lilelroat since 2()07 is

an Atlantic 85.

Cararatrta rrucle I die cast/plastrc rlrodel of the

Atlarrtic itrshore hfcboat tlrouuted ou a trailer

and torved bt an IINLI l\atx-Ie Rover'This u'as

a reasonabh,priced, rvell-packaged rltodcl in the

Junior Rescue rlnge.The Ilange l{over is tu'o alrd

thr-ee quattet inches lolltt antl the bo:lt oll the tr-ailt

is tour inches lortg.

The verv iatest developrllent itr lifetroat clesign

uses cuttiltg edge technology to luect the denrarlds

of the 21st CcIiturl'. Shannot.t is the latest cl;rss of
al1-u'eathel boats ptopelled by u'aterjets instead

of tladitional propeller:s.At 13 ruc'ters lorrg

and rveighing lfJ torts, it is the nrost agile and

nranoeuvrable lifeLrttat vet \\:ith a top speed of'5
knots. It can lie :rfloat or be laurlched attd recoveLe'

il'onr a beach.A ne\Y trxctor-bortre c:rrri:rge all<lu's

s;rlbr rnd f aster lattnch lud tecover-\' tinlcs'The bol

is recovered bos' fit'st, atld then a turtltable ill the

carriirge rotates reach' for the next launch'

(lolgi plelnir,rtlr range has rc'centlv uracle :r tbrtr

inch lc>nq diecast rtrodel of the Shannou. sfiich
is available fronr II.NLI shops and u'ebsite. It u'as

revrcvn'eci iu Novetnber'2015 edition of Dieusr

Co//r'rtor.This is a good nrodel u'ith its os'n statrcl

but s'ith no infortlratiou abottt the real thing! It is

hon.c'r'r'r, possible to flncl ulore infortnatitln ou tht

l{NLI u'ebsite.EE

I

Least E1 from the original. sate price of the books went to the RNLI:

. cromer Lileboots 2OO8, A Pictoriol History. Landmark cotteciors Library

. sheinghom Lifeboots 2oog A Pictorial History. Landmark cottectors Library

. The Lfeboot. Couroge on our coosts 2074, Niget Mittard. conway Publishing.

. N ev e r Tu rn Bac k - Th e RN Ll si nce th e seco nd wo rld wo r, Ray and susannah Ki pLi n g.

Sutton PubLishing 2006
. A Source Book of Lifeboots, Ray Kipting. Ward Lock r98z
. Riders of the storm - The story oJ the Royol Notionol Lifeboot Institution 

' 
Ian Cameror

The Orion Pub[ishing Company zooz.

I stitt Like ol.d-fashioned books and Listed beLow some which i have enjoyed reading' At
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