
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Muster Roll of the Rape of 
Hastings 1339 

 
Perhaps for the very first time we get a listing of the 

responsibilities of each landowner within the Rape to 
provide well equipped men at arms, light cavalary 

(hobeliers), armed footmen etc. plus a glimpse of the 
names of ordinary men listed for their military skills 
as bowmen (sagitaria), swordsmen (whyniardemen), 
pikemen (pykesteves), polemen (gisarmes) stavemen 

also armed with knives (bacularii cum cultell),  etc. 
 

A centinarius was a leader of 100 men and a 
vintenarius was a leader of 20 and a decenarius of 

ten.  
 

It is a comprehensive listing of the able men of each 
hundred.  

 
 

From Dawson 

 

This document also forms Appendix X2.9 of 

the book ‘ Conquest to Dissolution 1067-

1538 – A History of Eastern Sussex’ by Keith 

Foord, published by BDHS 2019 
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Hundredth of Netherfield cont.  


