R e f l e c t i o n
ST PATRICK
‘In him we live and move and have our being’

It has been said that Christianity has not been tried and found wanting, it has never been tried.  There are few who take Christ fully at his words: ‘I will be with you always to the end of the age.’  Because of this, words are used without meaning, ideas without experience.  Christ is treated like a person in a book and in history, rather as a Living lord.  Because there is no real encounter, we dispense with any other idea, and we are left impoverished. 

Patrick lived in awareness of the Presence, sure that Christ was with him and in him.  That is faith. Faith can be seen as an act of appropriation, of taking to oneself the reality which others only talk of.  Faith occurs when we have a personal encounter with God.  Then Christ is no longer treated as a historical figure but as the one who comes now: present in the Presence.  He stands at the door and knocks.  He is close to each of us and ready to answer our call.  For us, this is an exciting discovery: ‘In him we live and move and have our being.’  We are not people of a book, not even of the Bible, but of the Word, the living Christ.

To declare the Presence of our God is one of the most exciting things that we can ever do.  Every time we declare the Presence, we should thrill with excitement, our hearts should burst with joyful allelulias.  

To know the Presence can never be dull; if we are dull it is because we are out of touch.  We must stop talking about him; stop searching for Him in books and distant places, and learn that He has already found us and is within. 

Christ with me

Christ, this is not a request but a fact.

You, Christ, are here and with me now.

Christ, open my eyes to Your Presence

Open my ears to your call

Open my heart to your love

Open my will to Your command

Christ, I call upon your Name, for you are with me.  I am never alone, never without help, never without a friend, for I dwell in You and You in me! ‘Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for You are with me’

Extract from ‘The Cry of the Deer’-

Meditations on the Hymn of St Patrick by David Adams 

FEASTS/MEMORIALS THIS WEEK

Tue
All Saints’ Day

Wed
All Souls’ Day

Thu
St Winefride, Virgin


St Martin of Porres, Religious

Fri
St Charles Borromeo, Bishop
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

The Holy Father’s Intention for October that World Mission Sunday may foster in the People of God a passion for evangelisation and prayer, and support for the poorest Churches; the sick of the Parish, especially May Larby, Judy Collins, Chris McCann, Julie Lodge, Eileen Bradley, Brendan Hall, Jim Drain, Betsy Bawdelly-Smith, Margaret Bohan, Phil Monaghan and Mary Brister; Karen Aird recently deceased and Robert Gray, Ellen Holman, Agnes Wright, John Bernard Norton, Fr Bernard Rowley, Anna Warner and Emma Scavolo whose anniversaries occur at this time.

.

.P A R I S H  N E W S
FEAST OF ALL SAINTS

1st November

Masses will be:  St Edmund’s School at 8 15 a m; St Joseph’s at 9 30 a m; St Edmund’s at 8 p m.
FAITH TODAY

Faith Today is a new magazine enriched with exciting and informative articles from key people across our Faith.  There are five main reasons to buy Faith Today:  1]  Be encouraged by the witness of others; 2] Be supported by the teaching of the Church: 3]  Be inspired to stand up for your faith; 4]  Be informed about new developments and 5]  Be educated on topical issues and concerns.  Price £1.95.  Annual subscription £19.95.   For more information call 01782 745600.
THANK YOU

Everyone at St Edmund’s School would like to thank the Parish for its support of its recent Sponsored Walk which, to date, has raised £1,412 towards the building project it has to expand the school hall. It was also wonderful to have so many Parishioners coming together to enjoy a big Parish lunch in the school hall that day. They look forward to many more such occasions.
CLOCKHOUSE SILVER JUBILEE

Rummage Sale : Many thanks to all those who responded to the CLEAR THE CLUTTER appeal – there was a tremendous response and a marvellous collection of all sorts of good things - some still in their original wrappings. Added to this David, their Chef, came in to serve delicious bacon sandwiches and scones .The total profit was £548.

Quiz night : A most enjoyable evening was had by all - and thank you to those who came to form Teams . Final adjustments have still to be made to the profit, which was £736.75.
RIDE & STRIDE : THE RESULT!

Well, we have virtually all the money pledged now (though if you’ve not yet paid, please still feel free to do so!). In all our Ride & Stride this year has raised a magnificent £625!  That’s easily a record. The organiser, Ian Honeysett, would like to thank all those who took part by cycling (all 13 of us) and by sponsoring us. In particular he would like to thank Helen McSherry and Elizabeth & Peter Sims who went out and found sponsors from work and friends. Their cheques were very welcome. Half this money will return to our Parish to spend on building projects. Once we know more, we’ll tell you. If you want to post any outstanding monies to Ian, please make your cheque payable to The Surrey Churches Preservation Trust and post it to him at : 53 Combe Road, Godalming Surrey GU7 3SL. So, once again, THANK-YOU!
PARKING AT FARNCOMBE

The Co-op at Farncombe have asked us if we could mention again to the congregation that there has been a drift back to parking in their car park, and on last Sunday their lorry was stuck unable to get into the yard for some considerable time. Could people please make sure the first SIX bays in their car park are not occupied by people from our congregation, so that the lorry can get in? 
DVD Course on the Saints

David Payne’s DVD series on the Saints has been completed and he has generously made a present of these to our Parish, which we will be showing on six Monday evenings at 8 p m at The Barn, The Old Farmhouse, Elstead, GU8 6DB (opposite the Golden Fleece).

The programme starts on Monday, 31st October with St Patrick and we are extending a big welcome to anyone who would like to come along. 

We believe participants will be inspired by the series and the huge impact of the Saints themselves on all Christians (and those who are searching for new enlightenments), with leading contributors such as Fr Christopher Jamieson introducing us to St Benedict, and Fr Nicholas King on the Jesuits.  Do go (and invite others).

There will be tea/coffee, etc (but no meal) and it will be an opportunity to meet together, and extend a hand of friendship to each other.  We plan to finish at 9 30 p m each evening.  For more information ring Richard Grey on  01252  702230.
G E N E R A L   I T E M

And with your spirit

This short phrase continues to confound us – it is so easy to reply “And also with you”, which feels completely natural. However, this phrase has only been used for 40 years, whereas the other response has been settled since the third century.  Indeed St Paul uses the greeting in his letters, as was usual in his time.  For example, he greets Timothy: “The Lord be with your spirit” (2 Tim.4:22).

It is important to note that this phrase is not meant to be divisive or infer that the priest is superior to or different from the congregation, rather it is an affirmation by the people that the priest is not acting in his own name but performing his God-given ministry to serve the whole assembly.  Indeed, the response reminds the priest of the great responsibility he has undertaken through ordination.

St John Chrysostom, Patriarch of Constantinople and Doctor of the Church, wrote that it is in the power of the Holy Spirit that the priest celebrates the holy sacrifice.  This is why the congregation makes the response before he begins to offer the awe-inspiring sacrifice.  We are “reminded that the right offering of the gifts is not a work of human nature, but that the mystic sacrifice is brought about by the grace of the Holy Spirit and his hovering over all.  For he who is there is a man, (but) it is God who works through him.  Do not attend to the nature of the one you see, but understand the grace which is invisible.  Nothing human takes place in this sacred sanctuary.  If the Spirit was not present there would be no Church assisting, but if the Church stands round it is clear that the Spirit is present.”

Ann Lloyd
















