R e f l e c t i o n
THE BENEDICTINE WAY 

OF FINDING SANCTUARY

The great aim of the monastic life for Benedict was as simple as it was demanding: the aim was to pray constantly, in the general sense of keeping the memory of God alive in your heart at every moment of the day and night.  As with anyone we love, we enjoy thinking about them and catch ourselves turning towards them spontaneously at odd moments. Another way of expressing this is to say that the purpose of the monastic life is purity of heart which enables us to see God in everything and hence to be aware of ‘you’ at all times.  As the prophet Jeremiah says: ‘You, O Lord, are in our midst and we are called by your name’.   Monastic life aims to remind us constantly that God is in our midst and sets up a virtuous circle of awareness to help us do this: pray constantly, in order to have a pure heart, in order to see God everywhere, in order to pray constantly.

If you do this, then you have found sanctuary, no matter where you are physically or mentally.  Thus, the mind can be turned to God in the midst of noise and the heart can be turned to God in the midst of complex mental activity, just as a loved one is always present to us.  The background of silence, the community prayers six times a day and the whole organization of the monastery are directed to this goal, 

Extract from ‘Finding Sanctuary’ by Christopher Jamison

 former Abbot of Worth Benedictine Monastery 

who will feature in the second talk on the Saints (St Benedict) 

this Monday evening
FEASTS/MEMORIALS THIS WEEK

Mon
St Willibrord, Bishop

Wed
The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

Thu
St Leo the Great, Pope & Doctor of the Church

Fri
St Martin of Tours, Bishop

Sat
St Josaphat, Bishop & Martyr

Prisoners’ Week begins on Wednesday

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

The Holy Father’s Intention for November that Africa may find strength in Christ to pursue justice and reconciliation as called for by the Synod of African Bishops; Miriana D’Ambrosio & Ben Parkes recently married; the sick of the Parish, especially May Larby, Judy Collins, Chris McCann, Julie Lodge, Eileen Bradley, Brendan Hall, Jim Drain, Betsy Bawdelly-Smith, Margaret Bohan, Phil Monaghan and Mary Brister; Karen Aird recently deceased and Teodore Pilch, Ita Avenell, John Foster, Edward Barnard, Leo Donnelly and Margaret Cox whose anniversaries occur at this time.

P A R I S H  N E W S
	NEXT SUNDAY

Collection for

Arundel Cathedral Maintenance Fund

Gift Aided 



CLOCKHOUSE SILVER JUBILEE

Rummage Sale : Many thanks to all those who responded to the CLEAR THE CLUTTER appeal – there was a tremendous response and a marvellous collection of all sorts of good things - some still in their original wrappings. Added to this David, their Chef, came in to serve delicious bacon sandwiches and scones .The total profit was £548.

Quiz night : A most enjoyable evening was had by all - and thank you to those who came to form Teams . Final adjustments have still to be made to the profit, which was £736.75.

RIDE & STRIDE : THE RESULT!

Well, we have virtually all the money pledged now (though if you’ve not yet paid, please still feel free to do so!). In all our Ride & Stride this year has raised a magnificent £625!  That’s easily a record. The organiser, Ian Honeysett, would like to thank all those who took part by cycling (all 13 of us) and by sponsoring us. In particular he would like to thank Helen McSherry and Elizabeth & Peter Sims who went out and found sponsors from work and friends. Their cheques were very welcome. Half this money will return to our Parish to spend on building projects. Once we know more, we’ll tell you. If you want to post any outstanding monies to Ian, please make your cheque payable to The Surrey Churches Preservation Trust and post it to him at : 53 Combe Road, Godalming Surrey GU7 3SL. So, once again, THANK-YOU!

DVD Course on the Saints

David Payne’s DVD series on the Saints has been completed and he has generously made a present of these to our Parish, which we will be showing on six Monday evenings at 8 p m at The Barn, The Old Farmhouse, Elstead, GU8 6DB (opposite the Golden Fleece).

The programme continues on Monday, 7th November with St Benedict and we are extending a big welcome to anyone who would like to come along. 

We believe participants will be inspired by the series and the huge impact of the Saints themselves on all Christians (and those who are searching for new enlightenments), with leading contributors such as Fr Christopher Jamieson introducing us to St Benedict, and Fr Nicholas King on the Jesuits.  Do go (and invite others).

There will be tea/coffee, etc (but no meal) and it will be an opportunity to meet together, and extend a hand of friendship to each other.  We plan to finish at 9 30 p m each evening.  For more information ring Richard Grey on  01252  702230.

FHC prayer partners

Many thanks to those people in the Parish who have offered themselves as Prayer Partners to the FHC children. Please come and introduce yourselves after the 10 15 a m Mass on Sunday. The dates of the next FHC Masses are: 11th December; 8th January; 5th February; 4th March and 12th May – please make a note in your diary. 

PARKING AT FARNCOMBE

The Co-op at Farncombe have asked us if we could mention again to the congregation that there has been a drift back to parking in their car park, and recently their lorry was stuck, unable to get into the yard for some considerable time. Could Parisioners please make sure the first SIX bays in their car park are not occupied by our congregation, so that the lorry can get in? 

CONFIRMATION 2012

The preparation sessions will begin in January and the Mass will be on the weekend of 23rd/24th June.  If you are in School Year 10 or above and would like to join the programme please contact Andy Poulsom on 420206.
















