R E F L E C T I O N
LENT GROUPS 2012 -

COMMUNION WITH CHRIST

The whole of the Eucharist is concerned with God reconciling the world to himself, so that we might have that life ‘to the full’ [Jn 10:10]. However, at the beginning of Mass there is the Penitential Act, where we as ‘church’, ‘those who are gathered together in Christ’ are able to acknowledge our sinfulness and weakness in an act of humility-not the false humility of Uriah Heap but the recognition and public acknowledgement of our need for forgiveness and reconciliation. It is allowing ourselves simply to be before God, without pretence, warts and all.

It is in this state of true humility that we are then able to approach the altar in the right frame of mind and heart-open to the loving God of mercy.  Then we can offer up ourselves with Christ in the form of bread and wine.  This communion with Jesus Christ in the form and manner of a meal nourishes and supports our spiritual life, just as ordinary food sustains us in our physical life.  God’s purpose in his great work of reconciliation through his Son is to draw us into that communion of love and truth, that fellowship with him and each other.

Extract from the programme prepared by our Diocese for Lent Groups 2012.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Please see information in this Newsletter on Lent Groups which are being run by Parishioners

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

The Holy Father’s Intention for February that all peoples may have access to water and other resources needed for daily life; the sick of the Parish, especially Alexander Moore, Tom Rogers, Chris McCann, Julie Lodge, Eileen Bradley, Brendan Hall, Jim Drain, Betsy Bawdelly-Smith, Margaret Bohan, Phil Monaghan and Mary Brister; Camilla Alyward recently deceased and Desiree Cron, Sarah Street, Breda Pamment, Henry Wood, and James Rafferty whose anniversaries occur at this time.

FEASTS/MEMORIALS THIS WEEK

Tue
St Robert Southwell SJ, Priest and Martyr


St Damian, Priest & Doctor of the Church

Wed
Ash Wednesday

Thu
St Polycarp, Bishop & Martyr
Wednesday is Ash Wednesday, a day of Fasting and Abstinence, Lent begins, as does the time for fulfilling Easter Duties, Lenten Alms

P A R I S H  N E W S
	T O D AY
Collection for

Cabrini Children’s Society

Gift Aid is using envelopes supplied by charity




ASH WEDNESDAY

22nd February

Masses will be at 9 30 a m in St Joseph’s and 8 p m at St Edmund’s.
WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

Friday, 2nd March

In addition to the Women’s World Day of Prayer services in Milford (St Joseph’s at 2 p m) and Elstead (URC Church at 10 a m), there is also one at the Godalming Baptist Church at 2 p m.

It is our turn to host the service in Milford and Catherine Maxwell-Miles does not have enough Parishioners to participate in the service. The short readings are shared between the three local churches. She also need offers of cakes/biscuits as hospitality is offered after the service. If you are able to help or provide a cake or packet of biscuits please let her know on 01483 429311 or email c.maxwellmiles@

btinternet.com.
LENT GROUPS

Mondays at 8 p m - Communion with Christ at the Old Farmhouse, Elstead (contact Richard Grey on 01252 702230.
 Wednesdays at 10 a m - Communion with Christ at 81 Oxted Green, Milford (contact Catherine Maxwell-Miles on 429311).

Wednesdays at 8 p m - York Course at Wood Farm, Godalming (contact Helga Frost on 416844).
SCHOOL MASS

During Lent there will be Mass at 8 15 a m  at the School  - Parishioners welcome to attend.
LATIN MASS

You are invited to experience the uniquely prayerful atmosphere of a traditional Latin Mass celebrated in the Old Rite at St Joseph’s, Guildford on this afternoon at 3 p m. Booklets with the prayers and readings will be available. Refreshments served after Mass - all are most welcome. 
The Wednesday Word

Copies of this weekly sheet for children are available at each Mass centre. Please take one if your child does NOT attend St Edmund’s School. Children at St Edmunds are given their copies at school every week.
Sound problems at St John’s 

We hope we have improved the sound situation at the 8 45 a m Mass at St John’s Church. Fr Michael is now wearing the lapel mike when he is at the altar so can be heard much more clearly. The toys and books (including the Wednesday Word and worksheets) are now situated in the glass, sound proofed Narthex near the entrance to the building. 
Step Up to the Beat!’ 

St Peter’s School, together with all the Catholic Primary Schools in the area (including St Edmund’s), is holding a celebration of singing, music and dance at G-Live in Guildford on Monday, 27th February at 7 30 p m. This is the first time that any secondary school has put on a production at G-Live so it is hoped you can all come and make it a great success!  Tickets are now on sale from G-Live (not direct from St Peter’s). The cost is £10 for an adult and £7.50 for a child/ OAP. (Please note that, unless you pay cash at G-Live there is also a £2 booking fee per ticket).

G E N E R A L   I T E M
KASANKA

Lent begins on 22nd February, when we celebrate Ash Wednesday, so we shall be collecting for this parish in Zambia again.  Special envelopes will be available  and Sr Shirley Mills from Ladywell will be talking to us at all the Masses on 25th/29th February. 

There is always so much which needs our support.   We are thinking about the importance of women’s education this year. There is so much pressure on girls to stay away from school to help in the home, but experience in other countries has shown that if women are educated they have an immense effect on their communities.  If we can enable school fees to be paid, then more girls will complete their training and take a full part in their villages. There is a continuing need for funds for Home Based care for all those who cannot get to clinics but who need regular treatment and encouragement.

CAFOD Family Fast day is 2nd March, so you will receive more envelopes!  However, the Kasanka project covers the whole of Lent, so money can be put away regularly and the envelopes returned by Easter, so it is possible to organise our giving and continue to look after our own affairs, too. The Justice & Peace Group is aware of all the pressures on us at this time and is most grateful to you for your continued generosity.
















