R e f l e c t i o n
Eyes to see Jesus

Do you know the story of the Italian wedding party?

The new couple needed a place for the celebration after the wedding ceremony, and, not being able to hire a hall and fearing possible rain for an open-air gathering, they requested the parish priest to allow them to have the celebration in the church itself after the religious ceremony. 

The parish priest finally agreed, not without some misgivings, and insisting on the condition that there should be no drinking and no dancing in the church. The promise was willingly given... and willingly broken. Who could conceive an Italian wedding without music and dance? 

The parish priest heard the noise, went to stop it, but first informed his assistant of the situation to enlist his help. The assistant made him reflect: “Think of Cana of Galilee. Was that not a wedding party with good wine and, no doubt, good dancing, in the very presence of Jesus and Mary?”  “Yes”, countered the Parish Priest “but the Blessed Sacrament was not there!” 

Story told by Tony de Mello, SJ

FEASTS/MEMORIALS THIS WEEK

Mon
St Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop & Martyr

Tue
St Luke, Evangelist

Wed
St Philip Howard, Earl of Arundel, Martyr, 
Co-Principal Patron of the Diocese

Thu
St Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin & Martyr

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

The Holy Father’s Intention for October that World Mission Sunday may foster in the People of God a passion for evangelisation and prayer, and support for the poorest Churches; the sick of the Parish, especially Judy Collins, Chris McCann, Julie Lodge, Eileen Bradley, Brendan Hall, Jim Drain, Betsy Bawdelly-Smith, Margaret Bohan, Phil Monaghan, Mary Brister and Alfonso Mora; Fr Tim Jelf, Gladys Ingram, Cyril Castelino, Keith Farringdon and Paul Hanson recently deceased and Franciszek Mrozinski, Jan Tanczyn, Michelina Slano, Paul Kreciglowa, Ann Hunt, Maisie Field, Eileen Martin and Derek Pinks whose anniversaries occur at this time.

.P A R I S H  N E W S
	NEXT SUNDAY

is World Mission Sunday

with a Collection for

Missio

Gift Aid if using envelopes supplied by the charity which are available at the back of church this week




ST EDMUND'S SCHOOL SPONSORED WALK

A very big thank you to everyone who sponsored the families who took part in the walk a few weeks ago. It was a lovely day and so far they have raised over £1,000 for the School building project. If you have sponsored them but have not paid, Frances Blackett will be collecting money after the 10 15 a m Mass today. Any donations will also be gratefully received. Thank you again for your generous support

EXTRA ORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION

If you were unable to attend the Reflection Evening held recently at St Joseph’s, please note the last Evening of Reflection for Ministers for 2011 will take place at St Thomas More Church, Bramley, on Wednesday, 26th October from 7 30 p m to  9 30 p m.   Please let  Rev Roy Waters (202913)  know if wish to attend.  Remember that at part of your commitment you are obliged to attend one such Reflection each year.

RIDDEN & STRIDDEN

As you know, the Ride & Stride was completed successfully on 10th September.  Parishioners were again very generous in sponsoring the Parish team and the vast majority have paid. There are just a few outstanding monies to collect.  It would be very helpful if you are among them, if you could post a cheque for the amount made out to The Surrey Churches Preservation Trust to Ian Honeysett at 53 Combe Road, Godalming, Surrey GU7 3SL.  Ian will add up the total and let you know the result.  It could well be a new record!

AN EVENING WITH FIONA CASTLE

On 4th November, Fiona Castle (widow of Roy) returns to Godalming Baptist Church as part of her tour of the British Isles with something new and exciting.  With the backing of the Flame Trust, and in an informal interview setting, Fiona will share some hilarious insights into Roy’s life, with clips from his many and varied television appearances which made him one of the top and most popular UK entertainers of all time.  She will also be speaking about her current work in support of projects in Thailand.  Dave Pope will be hosting the evening and there will be some musical support.  Tickets are £5 telephone 414544 (mornings) or email office.gbc@btinterenet.com.

THANK YOU

1]  Anne and John Overton would like to thank you so much for the lovely flowers presented to them for their 40th wedding anniversary on Sunday.  It was a lovely surprise and started the day off well for them.

2] Molly and Sandra would like to thank everyone who attended the very successful Parish Sunday Lunch. A special thank you to all the volunteers who helped. A donation of £155 has been given to the St Edmund’s School Building Project.
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YOUTH MASS
The next Mass for the young and young at heart will take place next Satur[image: image2.png]


day, 22nd October in St Edmund’s at 6 p m.  All welcome. 
AND FINALLY

God made the moon as well as the sun; and when he does not see fit to grant us the sunlight, he means us to guide our steps by moonlight. 

Richard Whately
G E N E R A L   I T E M

White Poppies for Peace
We shall observe Remembrance Sunday on 13th November to commemorate the sacrifices made by many millions in the world wars which plagued the 20th Century. Wreaths of red poppies will be laid at the Cenotaph in London and at countless war memorials in the United Kingdom to represent the blood spilt in the course of these conflicts.

There will also be a small quiet presence of white poppies, which are distributed by the Peace Pledge Union – an organisation whose members undertake not to take part in any violent action to resolve conflicts between nations. These poppies were first seen in 1933, when the Women’s Co-operative Movement gave them out in memory of all those husbands, brothers, fathers who had perished in the First World War in the unimaginable carnage of trench warfare.

The white poppy symbolises the grief felt for all those harmed by war, but also the commitment to work for a world where conflicts can be resolved and a just solution reached without recourse to violence.

Poppies will be available at the back of the churches from 22nd October. Please do buy one – many people wear both red and white poppies, as striving for peaceful means of dispute resolution does not preclude the acknowledgement of the sacrifice made by so many.
















