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MINUTES OF THE PARISH MEETING AS HELD ON: 
MONDAY 20 FEBRUARY 2012
Number: 2011/9
PRESENT: Clrs: Killen (Chairman), Gibson, Wright, Humphreys, Cadman, McCurdy, Abel Smith
Also present: Clerk- Caroline Freer, Ted Alford – rep for Luton Airport, Richard Downs (Rural Police)
WELCOME: To all 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Clrs Taunton, Bines and Fountain
DECLARATION OF INTEREST ON AGENDA ITEMS: None
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes having been previously circulated were agreed by all to be a true record.

POLICE REPORT: The crime report from Herts Police website had been circulated and comments were made by Richard Downs: Drink driving campaign in place, fuel thefts from garages on the increase, increase in drivers stopped with no car insurance, fly tipping decreased, crime levels are lower at present.  16 road traffic collisions were reported in January, which was considered high.  Replacement cheque for £250 given to Richard Downs for rural vehicle donation.
MATTERS ARISING: Luton (to item 8); Buses Update: DG: Roundwood School has agreed to meet PC as they would prefer public bus option for their pupils.  PAS: 32 definite children from Flamstead and over 50 from Markyate.  Centerbus require confirmation from schools that using the public bus is the preferred option, before final decision is made.  Survey showed high demand from parents with children at St George’s. Jubilee celebrations: SM has now had some response from societies in village.  Meeting on 27th Feb in Spotted Dog to ascertain levels of help.  PC would like to give a gift to all children (aged 16 and under on June 5th 2012) in the Parish of Flamstead to commemorate Jubilee – stamps or postcards suggested.  Stamps chosen, all agreed.  Stamps to be placed in envelope with printed message.  Cost not to exceed £1000. A5 egress: SM has written letter to send to Mike Penning. Steve to add paragraph on street furniture at foot of Chequers Hill before sending letter.  Discussion on exit routes from Old Watling St/truck stop. Lights at J9: JT had asked Mike Penning to chase response from Highways following their trial. Broadband: CC notes improvement in village to broadband speed.  DG said there had been an upgrade at exchange, but not the super fast fibre optic option.  Improvements to village: Hollybush Lane, corner of Delmerend Lane/Singlets Lane:  Agreed on up to 4 planters.  DH to email suggestions of locations.  Then agree a cost and then seek permission where applicable (from Highways) . SM to ask Skylift with offer of free trees to improve look of entrance to their yard.  DH suggested new sign around SID; do we still require it? Wait to hear what cost of repair is.  Ask  DBC for suggestions re alternative  traffic calming measures.  DH to approach printers re sign.  And to ask at school for kids to design a sign. Business Rates: Thanks to Charlie Hill for negotiating correct rate of £17.99 for Nov 11 to Mar 12.  Grass Cutting contract: 3 quotes received.  Discussed rates received. MW proposed choosing VGS, 

 2nd by CC.  Proposal for 1 year with VGS with 30 days exit clause.  Appreciation and thanks to Graham Bray who has been the grass cutting contractor for many years.
REQUEST FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE: JT has requested an absence for 6 months, all agreed.  

LUTON AIRPORT NOISE DISTURBANCE REPORT, as distributed by Andrew Lambourne.  Suspend standing orders: Ted Alford: NATS maintain that flights operating out of Luton Airport are not suited to pr nav, although  it is their policy to  introduce it.  Pr nav would mean flights would follow a very specific path as the routing would be computer controlled unlike the current beacon operated navigation system, which causes more variation in flight routes and therefore spreads the noise disturbance. The new working group consists of Andrew Lambourne, Nigel Emms, Hilary Killen with assistance from Tim Moss and Hugh Ford.  HK would like another councillor to join WG.  Working Group is very active in its communications with the airport authorities and Andrew Lambourne is investing a lot of time analysing the airports own data (which is quoted by the Consultative Committee)  which reveals interesting facts which have to be challenged.  Village meeting to be held on 23 Feb 8 pm.  A new website www.hale.uk.net has been launched under the campaign name of Hale - Hertfordshire Against Luton Expansion.  The website can be easily access to leave comments. Meetings are scheduled with HCC for their input.  Luton airport has limited length of time before it has to give notice to current operators as there is a break clause in 2014.  It is suggested that a new operator will have to compensate the exiting operator to the tune of £300 million.   All new arrangements would have to be in place by March 2013, which is a short space of time in view of the consultations which must be complied with.  Redbourn and Wheathampstead are also working closely with Flamstead, Markyate less so at present.  Michael Nidd heads up LLATVCC – has useful information too, so proposal made to subscribe to them. Proposal by HK, 2nd by MW and DG.  £50 subs.  It will give access to their stats/data. 

PAVILION: HK:  MLC will carry out immediate repair works costing approximately £1000.  Works to start on 5 March.  Plumbing works to start on 12 March, contractor - Flowrate .   DG suggested that consideration should be given to replacing the flat roof with a pitch roof.  In order to make long term decisions on the future of the pavilion, it is important to understand how the pavilion can best be utilised and to await proposals.

The PC is to obtain rates from FA and cricketing body for pitch charges.  Ascertain costs involved for the Parish Council to maintain the pitches, so charges can be fairly calculated:CF.  DG proposed that MW meets with the cricketers and footballers to gauge their suggested contributions. MW agreed to this.  What did cricketers and footballers pay in the past to FSA? Charges should include reimbursement for expenditure on paint, seed, soil etc.
REVIEW OF EFFECTIVENESS OF INTERNAL REVIEW:  The Finance WG carried out a review of the Effectiveness of the Internal Review, the asset register, risk assessment, Clerk’s job description and contract of employment.  The Standing orders were also reviewed and the amendments will be circulated before the March meeting.  BB has produced a new spreadsheet for displaying finances which will be implemented from 1 April 12.
NEW LAIS 1336 TRAFFIC ORDERS – noted proposals for the notification of road closures and traffic management changes.  Advertisements in local newspapers will no longer be required if proposals are agreed to.  There will be a new requirement on traffic authorities to consult local councils on permanent traffic orders in order to improve local engagement.  Currently the traffic authorities have discretion to decide whether it is appropriate to consult local councils.
ACCOUNTS SCHEDULE read out and approved
PLANNING:  New Applications: Ref: 4/00083/12/FHA Construction of garden room/summer house at Rose Corner, Mill Lane – No objections, except request to planners to remove permitted development rights.  Ref: 4/00049/12/FUL: Cattle shed on land at Pepsal End Farm, Pepsal End, Pepperstock – No objections.
Ref: 4/00662/11/RET: Appeal by Mr and Mrs Lloyd for site at Doone Brae Farm, Windmill Rd:  The appeal is to be dealt with by way of a Hearing on 20 March 2012.
CORRESPONDENCE: Letter from Planning Inspectorate with the final decision on the Great Gaddesden 82 and Flamstead 57 Modification Order.  The Order was confirmed subject to the modification that all references to “Byway Open to all Traffic” (BOAT) will be replaced with “Restricted Byway”.
Meeting ended 10.20 pm

Chairman: Hilary Killen

Next meeting: March 26th 2012
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