Special  Olympics  Football  Summary  2011
The  football  section  of  Lothian  Special  Olympics  has  had  a  fairly  busy  year, with  all  53  players  currently  registered  with  us, getting  an  opportunity  to  travel  &  take  part  in  at  least  one  of  the  tournaments / challenge  matches  entered  by  the  club.

It  has  been  a  mixed  year  in  terms  of  results  at  Scottish  Disability  Sports  National  Competitions. 

At  the  National  5’s, held  for  the  first  time  in  Edinburgh, the  teams  came  away  with  Silver  in  the  Band  A, Band  B  &  Band  C  competitions, while  Band  D  collected  Bronze.

The  Lothian  Schools  took  Silver  in  the  A  Grade  &  Gold  in  the  B  competition.

At  the  September  National  7’s  in  Toryglen  &  although  the  results  did  not  go  for  us  on  this  occasion, there  was  a  huge  success – with  4  of  the  Hibernian  Under  19  Squad, who  are  on  rotation  with  us  at  the  moment, taking  a  full  part  in  the  day. Two  of  the  players  who  have  returned  to  us, at  their  own request, were  given  full  control  of  their  teams (the  Lothian  coaches  keeping  an  eye  on  things), while  the  other  two  lads  worked  in  conjunction  with  Lothian  coaches. It  was  an  experiment  that  we  will  be  repeating  with  the  full  blessing  of  Hibernian  F.C.

The  club  joined  with  our  friends  at  Highland  Disability  Sport, to  again  enter  the  Schtroumpfs  Tournament, in  Geneva. Coach  Ian  was  given  his  first  taste  of  bunker  life – lets  wait  &  see  if  he  enjoyed  the  experience  enough  to  volunteer  again. As  always, the  players  &  coaches  had  a  great  trip. The  overall  football  results  may  not  have  been  anything  to  shout  about – but  the  positives  the  players  gain  from  this  weekend  make  it  a  must  do  for  the  club. Next  years  confirmation  was  signed  off  even  before  we  left  Geneva. 
A  full  report  of  Schtroumpfs  2011  can  be obtained  from  LSOFootball@aol.com.

The  results  from  The  World  Games, in  Athens, saw  all  5  Lothian  players  return  with  Bronze  Medals  from  both  the  A  Band  5’s  &  B  Band  11’s – a  fantastic  effort  considering  the  problems  the  squad  had  health  wise. All  the  lads  +  Elaine  had  a  memorable  time  with  Team  G.B. , partaking  in  the  pinnacle  of  Special  Olympics  Sport. The  parents  who  traveled  out  to  Athens  as  supporters  also  had  an  eventful  time - riot / transport  wise ---- but  a  very  enjoyable  trip.
In  September, a  combined  C / D Band  team  took  Silver  at  the  annual  Stirling  City  Tournament – only  being  beaten  by  Dundee  in  a  penalty  shoot  out – a  real  stand  out  performance  from  all  the  players  involved.

In December, Highland   are  coming  down  for a  match  on  the  recently  opened  indoor  pitch  a  Meadowbank. Thanks  to  Hibernian  F.C. , these  players +  some  from  Lothian  &  coaches  will  firstly  take  in  the  Hibernian  V’s  Rangers  match  at  Easter  Rd. 
The  Partnership, between  the  football  club  &  The  Hibernian  Foundation  remains on  a very  firm  
footing – the  Under  19’s  enjoying  it  so  much  that  they  are  volunteering  to  come  back  for  repeat  stints  with  us. Our  players  get  a  real  pick  up – being  able  to  talk  football  &  train  with, hopefully, the  stars  of  the  future.

The  Foundation  now  has  its  own  web  site – which  we  hope  to  provide  regular  updates  on.

Although  we  have  fairly  regular  numbers  attending, there  is  a  fear  of  complacency  setting  in, with  players  becoming  too  comfortable  of  their  places  within  the  different  teams. It  is  therefore  hoped  to  gain  new  recruits  by  again  targeting  final  year  school  pupils  & selected  colleges. 

The  majority  of  new  players  coming  to  us  are  of  the  lower  C  &  D  Band  level. If  we  cannot  get  access  to  potential  B  Band  players, that  are  undoubtedly  out  there – in  supported  learning  at  mainstream  schools, these  may  be  the  Bands  at  which  we  will  be  forced  to  concentrate  on  in  the  future.
Any  further  information  regarding  the  football  section  can  be  obtained  by  contacting  LSOFootball@aol.com       
