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hat constitutes a Ohero, 0

many in our community, mostly unpaid but never unap-

preciated, with the one thing in common - all go that

oextra mile. o6 However, wh
of one, none is more deserving of the title than Mintlaw lad Ewan
Simpson, a police officer based in Fraserburgh

As many of you may know, Ewan was the victim of a hit and run acci-
dent one dark, cold night in late October 2015 and had it not been for
the chance passing of two cancer-care nurses a short time later, his
story might not have the outcome it has today.

Ewan has fought to overcome his horrendous injuries, including am-
putation, with humour, courage and determination, never losing hope that one day he would be
back doing the job he loves, the job he literally always wanted to do - a beat bobby. At the time of
going to press it looks as though this is one ambition Ewan will fulfil once more. Ewan, we salute
you - a truly inspirational local hero.

Doesnét Christmas seem
agol! However | ong ago
never too | ate to say |[C
thought in mind the Christmas Lights team

would like to accord a hearty vote of thanks to:

ong ti me
'Lola rz{cttlﬂﬁa

hd¥ bty that
= for this

year 6s ¢ h:

1  Keith, Jonny and Dave for putting the lights collection

\ : which raised
up and taking them down again.
N " , £130 for
1 The 06gr ouG@GolindGraemes Bavid, Crisis at
Alex and new recruit Ralph. Christmas

1 The Davidson Family, Auchtydonald for the
beautiful tree.

T The Happy Plant Garden Centre, Sheena
in particular, for the new lights.

T The oO0cat e-rkermy,gune, Wima,o
Sandra, Lorna and Anne.

1 The choir from t hsuchd

CLAIK CONTACT DETAILS:

Joan Whyte, 01771 622588
jmwhyte@hotmail.com

amazing voices! Kath AIIan, 01771 622424

1 The Hall & Parks Trustees for use of the Kathleen.allan332@btinternet.com
Hall facilities. Myra McCredie, 01771 622517

1 Myra McCredie for the hall decorations. mccrediem@hotmail.com

1 Last, but by no means least, yourselves for
tur ni n g out and [l David Couil, C1771 623943

at Chr ichdritnas 0 djcoull@gmail.com
Thank you! Closing date for next issue: 15 May




Youth Music Initiative Concert

The concert includes pupils that have benefitted
from the Youth Music Initiative (YMI) which is now
in its 14" Year.

Sunday, 5th February, 2017 4 pm to 6 pm
Tickets—Free but limited

Aberdeen Sinfonietta Vivaldi Ensemble
Present a programme including music by:
Handef, Vivaldi, Corefli and Kreisfer.
Sunday, 5th March, 2017 4 pm to 6 pm
Tickets £10, Concessions £8, Children £3

Green Suitcase - Jazz

An eclectic range of music with a jazz and blues
influence

Sunday, 2nd April, 2017 6 pm to 8 pm
Tickets £15, Concessions £12, Children £6

Lana Trotovsek (Violin) and Boris Bizjak
(Flute)

Performing.: GP Telemann, CPE Bach, John
Hearne, FA Hoffmeister, JS Bach, Handel/
Halvorsen

Friday, 21st April, 2017 7 pm

Tickets £10, Concessions £8, Children £3

Turning the Elements

Joanna Nicholson (Clarinet) and Frances Coo-
per (Soprano) - A thrilling artistic colfaboration
forms the core of this lyrical programme explorning
the theme of nature and our place within it.
Sunday, 7th NMay, 2017 7 pm

Tickets £15, Concessions £12, Children £6

Aden Theatre, Aden Country Park, Mintlaw friends

Tickets are available from: o
Aden Craft and Gift Shop or at the Door a e I I

Tel: 01771 624268 or 07729 791482 couniry park
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ALBA CHRUTHACHAIL

OBITUARY

It was with great sadness the Community Council learned of the untimely death of one of its members,
Sheena Marshall. Sheena had been an enthusiastic member of the Council for a number of years, always
interested in what was going on in the community and always with the best interests of the community at
heart. She campaigned on its behalf on several issues, litter, potholes, road gritting etc to name but a few
and her input and cheerful personality will be sorely missed.

To Sheenads family we extend our sincere condol en
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BALUSS PIG FARM UPDATE..............

ami cabl e

some years now.

where in the village they live.

At the time of going to press, Councillor
Jim Ingram (right) is to be meeting with
senior Council officers, including the Chief
Executive Jim Savege, (left) on Monday
20 February in an attempt to bring about an
sol
dominated the lives of local residents for

The next Liaison Committee meeting will
be held in Mintlaw Academy on Monday 27 February at 7.00 pm.
This is an open meeting which anyone can attend regardless of

ution of

D DAB Plus Driver Training is
A proud to be a partner in the new
B Scottish Government funded D1
Training for Trainers programme
Driver Training for the Community Transport
Sector.

Dial-a-Community Bus and DAB Plus, have been
working hard over the last twelve months along-
side the Community Transport Association, an-
other Edinburgh based Community Transport pro-
vider, and the Scottish Government to create a
programme to up-skill Community Transport op-
erators and drivers throughout Scotland. We were
proud to be named as one of the only two training
providers in Scotland before Christmas.

D1 training is imperative for
any minibus driver who
wishes to drive for hire or re-
ward. DAB Plus are already 01771
providing this training across '

Grampian for a variety of cli-

ents in the voluntary and commercial sector, but it
l ooks | ike weoll now bg
breadth of Scotland too!

‘ﬂlﬂ‘

1979'

, Our planned First Aid CPC
4 module should be ready for

4 spring 2017. The first course is
- due to take place in March.
This will be our first course to
cross boundaries and be of
use to LGV drivers too.

For more information, give DAB
Plus acallon 01771 619191, or
drop us an email at

training@dabplus.org.uk

Dial-a-Community Bus T4U transport Service

After recent changes to our driving staff enabling
us to increase our services, Dial-a-Community

Bus are pleased to anng
f or Y 04U Service is now able to take on
new clients.

T4U is a door-to-door service that operates in the
Buchan area Monday to Friday providing trans-
port to and from a variety of locations for clients.
The T4U service can be utilised for transport to
medical and other health related appointments,
hospital visiting, education, employment, day cen-
tres and many other areas. Just ask us!

The drivers are fully trained to a high standard
and go through additional training throughout the
year. This ensures that the drivers are sensitive to
the needs of the client and the client can enjoy a
safe and comfortable journey.

As we are a charity, we do have to charge for the
servica ona Imileage lpasig, whigh alloevsiug to h
cover the basic wear and tear on the vehicles and
cover fuel costs.

In addition to the buses covering the T4U service,
the vehicles are also supplemented by a Volun-
teer Driver Service. These drivers are fully in-
sured and trained in MiDAS for Cars and provide
transportation for individuals using their own vehi-
cles. We understand that minibuses are not suit-
able to the needs of all individuals.

If you are interested in obtaining leaflets or addi-
tional information on the T4U service, volunteer-
ing or any of the other services that DACB run,
please, contact the office on 01771 619191 or

email Lynda.mcfarlane@dialabus.org.uk
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Mintlaw Brownies are for girls aged 7-10 years old and we meet on a Monday
night from 6pm-7.30pm. The Brownies do a variety of activities including crafts,
games and badges. We recently completed a chocolate challenge badge which
went down a storm with the girls!

WE DISCOVER, WE GROW

Girlguiding

We also have pack holidays at Fyvie Guide House along with other fun days/
activities where we occasionally join up with other Brownie units or Mintlaw Rainbows/Guides.

Mintlaw Rainbows meet on Monday nights and are for girls aged 5-7 years old. In Rainbows we
do a range of activities from singing, craft work, playing games, book work and badge

work. Sometimes we have sleepovers at Fyvie Guide House, we have days out to the cinema/
Satrosphere etc and we also have joint fun days with other Rainbows from other units.

We are always looking out for new leaders and girls. If you are interested please get in touch via
the Girlguiding website.

Mintlaw Guides cater for girls aged 10 - 14. They also do a wide range of activi-
ties - singing, craft work, playing games, baking and badgework. In the last year

they have had a day out to Aberdeen, jewellery making, a trip to Landmark, at-
tended the County Fun Day, County Camp and spent a weekend at Fyvie Guide
House.

If you or your daughter is interested in becoming a Guide or a Leader, please get in touch via the
Girlguiding website.

- CAN YOU INSPIRE ?
( scouts

Ist UGIE (MINTLAW) SCOUT GROUP NEEDS YOUR HELP !!!

A great opportunity exists for someone to
experience the outdoors, interact with others, gain | Scouts
confidence and reach their full potential.
2017 is set to see 1st Ugie Scouts growing to
R YOU donodot have t olpBc®meiond dt thé 8rgeBt@rbopLhre in the
yourse_lf to get into the action; v_vorklng north east. We have twenty very keen boy

g 2longside the leadership team in the |,y i Scouts turning up each Monday with

P local Scout Group, anyone can make big smiles and going home with even bigger
a real impact to the lives of young or?es going 99

people.

A Beaver Leader is required to ensure we offer )
the Scouting values from the ages of 6-14. Inter- | Over the next few weeks we are having a
ested? Then please get in touch. You can make |charity car wash at Macbi on the 5th March

such a difference. which we would love to see you at. We are
also going to the Aberdeen Scouts Gang

CUBS Show, which is a first for us, and finally, we

Cubs are having great fun are camping at Aden around Easter.

and the boys and girls are

working on the Communica- "Sﬂ? | i ke to sav a bi

tors badge and the World

Challenge. I t €
have fun, make friends, get
outdoors, express your crea- .
tivity and experience the to get mvolyed
wider world. If you want to please get in con-
join the adventure then we tact.

have a few vacancies if you are 8 and feel like a
chall enge, you wonodt b eMatinGSlpa295607931 !

thank&lou to all
wh¥ Edrrerdtly help

out, and you want
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Deer Parish Church

The snowdrops are in
flower and they remind
us that spring is not far
off. At Deer Parish
Church we are planning
to be very busy this

1 spring with some new

# events. In March we

| are hosting in the

' Kemp Hall at Old Deer
' an exhibition of a knit-
ted village . Thisis a
complete village,
crafted out of knitting,
which has been made
by the congregation of
St Ninianés
Church in Dunfermline,
and already exhibited
by them at the Exhibition and Conference Centre in Glasgow. The exhibition will be open from
Wednesday 29 March 2017 to Saturday 1 April 2017  from 10am to 4pm and 6pm to 8pm
daily, and on Sunday 2 April 2017 from 2pm to 4pm. There will be refreshments and also a
display of items knitted for various charities by Deer Parish Church Knitting Group. Do come
and view this amazing craft work.

We are planning to set up a Mainly Music Group in Stuartfield Hall in April . Mainly
Music is a fun activity for young families , for parents or carers to enjoy with their pre-
school children. It was started in New Zealand in 1990 as a place of community and
friendship where children can experience, in a safe environment, musical skills which
develop motor skills, language, imagination, mathematical and pre-reading skills, whilst
having fun and socialising. Mainly Music groups are run by volunteers from local
churches 1 in this case Deer Parish Church i and the sessions are a place of spiritual
nurture as well as education. *Deer Parish Church, in its work with young people, ob-
serves and promotes the Church of Scotland Safeguarding Policy. Look out for our
advance publicity in early spring.!

Our Messy Church continues for families to share the good news of Je-
sus through Bible themed crafts and games, with storytelling and food.
The dates for spring and early summer in 2017 are 14 March, 9 May and
13 June, all at the Kemp Hall, Old Deer from 3.30pm to 5.30pm. Please
call Elizabeth on 01771 623370 to book a place for catering purposes.

Everyone is welcome at all of our events and to our worship. We worship
on Sundays at 10.30am at our church in Old Deer, and we also have a Quiet Weekday service
at 10am in the church at Old Deer on selected Thursday mornings. The
dates for Quiet Weekday worship in spring and early summer of this year
are 2 and 16 March, 6 and 20 April, 4 and 18 May and 1 and 15 June.

Easter this year falls on 16 April. We will be holding Holy Week services
at Old Deer at 7pm on each evening from Monday 10 to Friday 14 April. __3-
On Easter Day we celebrate first at 7.30am in Aden Park, just below the
church, and then at 10.30am in the church at Old Deer and at 6pm in the
church at Fetterangus




CENTRAL BUCHAN RHEUMATIC GROUP ...........

meets every third Thursday of the month in Mintlaw Public Hall at 7.00 pm. The programme
is really interesting and a warm invitation is extended to everyone, not only to rheumatic/

arthritis sufferers, who would like to come along and join us.

Programme

16 March Entertainment by singer Raymond Mack

20 April AGM followed by a talk on wine making by Wattie Gill

13 May Coffee Morning - 10.00 am - 12 noon. Usual stalls.
Adults £3, children 50p.

18 May Musical Evening featuring Liz and John Slaven, Longside

SNIPPETS and more SNIPPETS!

The next Bus Forum meeting will be
held on Wednesday 22 March at 7.30
pm in room G1, Mintlaw Academy.

To report a faulty street light, pothole
etc go to Aberdeen
site.

The next Community Council meeting
is on Thursday March 16 in Mintlaw
Academyds Conferen

The Community Council has a Face-
book page if you need to report any-
thing or are concerned about anything
in the community.

Some mindless acts of vandalism have
occurred in the community lately.
Hopefully more parents are wondering
where their children are of an evening -
and what theyo6re d

Unfortunately there will be no gala as
such in 2017, but keep an eye out for
the various fun events the committee
has lined up throughout the summer.

o0

Litter is one item which features regu-
larly at CC meetings - what do you
thi nk? Are there
Get in touch either via the Claik or the
CC website or FB page.

The CC successfully applied for fund-
Ing to provide seats around the village
- they should be installed soon,

It was with dismay the CC learned of
the proposed closure of the local
Clydesdale Bank branch. They have
contacted the bank asking that the de-
cision be reversed, but so far have not
had as much as an acknowledgement
of the letter!

A few complaints have been received
regarding odours from the fish factory
in Station Road. How many of you
are bothered by this?

Following several complaints about

the disappearance of the panoramic
view from the ODbssg
Wood, the CC has been in touch with
Scottish Woodlands to see if the trees
can perhaps be trimmed back.
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