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F 
air to say that after 16 years the annual community carol singing has become a tradition 
in Mintlaw, and a tradition that has been well supported over all these years.  The 2017 
event takes place on December 3rd in the hall at 3.00 pm with music by the maestro him-
self, Gilbert Davidson.   

 
This year thereôs a slight difference - normally buckets are rattled 
for a nominated charity but this time weôre supporting Hollieôs 
Festive Food Drive.  15-year-old Mintlaw Academy pupil, Hollie, 
is collecting non-perishable food and other items to donate to Pe-
terhead and Fraserburghôs Gift Tree.  All items are made into 
hampers and distributed to local families and individuals in need 
of a little extra support over the festive season.  Hollie and her 
team will be in the Hall from 1.00 pm to accept donations of items 
like tea/coffee/UHT milk ; cereal/biscuits; cup -a-soup; tinned 
veg/ meat/ soup/ fruit; dried pasta/rice/smash potatoes; tapi-
oca/custard/angel delight; jars of sauce/jam; diluting juice; toilet 
rolls/kitchen rolls etc.  Please give whatever you can - so often 
our young people get such a bad press, then along comes some-
one like Hollie and proves that yet again itôs the minority that gives the majority the bad name.  
Well done Hollie! 
 
Again the communityôs thanks go to the stalwarts who once more put the lights up - Keith, Jonny 
and Dave as well as those at ground level; our lovely ladies who will be providing the refresh-
ments on the 3rd; Berryfields Fruit Farm for the community tree; MSM Electrical; all who have do-
nated to the Christmas Lights this year; Gilbert Davidson; the choir from the Church of Christ and 
Latter Day Saints, and last, but by no means least - yourselves!  Letôs get this festive season off 
to a great start on Sunday 3rd December at 3.00 pm! 

 
The Community Council would like to 
say a huge THANK-YOU to all who turned 
up for what must be the wettest remem-
brance service in years!  Ironically, it was 
the best attended service - ever! 



NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER - ABERDEENSHIRE COUNCIL  

WASTE AND RECYLING SERVICE IS 03456 08 12 07 
 

If you have any queries on the undernoted, please contact the above 
number 

¶ Missed bin collection 
¶ Uplifts of bulky items 
¶ Replacement recycling and food waste bins 
¶ General waste enquiries 
 
DO YOU KNOW WHAT IS ACCEPTABLE AS A BULKY ITEM AND THE CHARGES FOR 
THEM?  

  

 Yes please (part of 4 - 8 
items)  

 Yes please - part of individu-
ally priced items.  

 No thanks  

 Bed base 
 

 Bathroom suite  Asbestos 

 Bed Mattress  Barbecue  Car engine 

 Bicycle  Carpet (over 12ô x 12ô)  Rayburn 

 Household White Goods  American style freezer  Tyres 

 Exercise Bikes  Garage door  Moped, motorcycle car or motor  
cycle 

 Furniture  Kitchen units  Tree stumps 

 Refuse Sacks (including garden 
waste) 

 Patio doors  Central heating boiler 

 Small and Large Electrical Items  Piano  Builderôs rubble and materials 

 Internal/External Door  Sunbed  Batteries (lead acid) 

 Lawnmower  Workbench  Paving slabs 

 Sky Dish     

 Small Carpets (up to 12ô x 12ô)     

 Strimmer     

ITEM CHARGE - no VAT  DISCOUNTED 
CHARGE 

Bulky uplift of up to 4 household items ï eg sofa, chairs, cookers etc £26.30 £10.52 

Bulky uplift of up to 8 household items £52.60 £21.04 

Bulky uplift of individual items (priced per item) £33.78   

 
To qualify for a discount, you need to be in receipt of either Council Tax or Housing Benefit. You 
will need to provide your benefit number to claim discounted price. No discount is given for more  

Than 8 items.  



The final total raised 
by these amazing 
people is £8,647.30, 
with the walk itself  
realising £2,522.20.  
 
Claik comment - a 
MASSIVE well done 
to all of you!.  
 

Seniorsô News 

Councillor Jim Ingram was delighted to mark Gordon & 
Bunty Skene's Diamond wedding anniversary 
by  presenting them with a flower arrangement and  
bottle of malt whisky on behalf of Aberdeenshire Coun-
cil.  
 
The couple met at dances in Kincardine, married in St 
Machar's Church in Aboyne, and went on to have two 
daughters and a son. The family is now much bigger 
with seven grandchildren and 10 great grandchildren! 
Bunty was aTB nurse before the children arrived and 
Gordon a farm worker. Although now in their 80's both 
are still active in the Community, being stalwarts of 
Mintlaw Pensioners Club and The Friday Shoppie.  
 
Before moving to Mintlaw Gordon, was also Boy Scout 
leader in New Deer for many years. 
 
When asked about the secret to a long marriage Bunty 
joked óhe does what he's told.ô óYes it's all about give 
and takeô added Gordon.  They celebrated the occasion 
with a family meal in the Aberdeen Arms, Tarves and 
were delighted to receive a congratulations card from 
the Queen. 

The Seniors are delighted to an-
nounce that their Coffee Morning on 
September 30th raised a grand total of 
£1,009.  They are especially pleased 
with the amount given there were 
many other fundraising activities on 
locally the same day and would like to 
thanks all who contributed in any way 
and came along to support the event. 
 
WHY NOT COME AND JOIN US? 
PLACES ARE AVAILABLE NOW.  

For further information contact Irene 

Ingram on 01771 622675. 

 

REMINDER TO ALL MEMBERS  

 

The Christmas party takes place on 

Wednesday 13th December, 5.30 for 

6.00 - 10.30 pm in the BIBC.  Book-

ing is essential.  

 

Burns Supper booking for takes place 

at the Friday Shoppie on January 12th 

from 9.30 - 11.00 am.  Full details are 

on your syllabus 

  

 



 
On Sunday 3 December the season of Advent 
begins, and we begin to prepare to celebrate 
the coming of the Christ Child on Christmas 
Day.  There is something very magical and 
mysterious in the lighting of the first Advent 
Candle on Advent Sunday.  The gentle, flicker-
ing light of the candle is a spark of hope and 
love and joy, reminding us that all that is dark 
and sorrowful in our world does not have the 
last word. As we light each successive candle 
over the four weeks of Advent the light grows in 
strength as the candles burn together, remind-
ing us that Godôs love for us drives out the 
darkness if we allow him to come close to us in 
the Christ Child. When we light the central candle on Christmas morning, we are ready 
to celebrate the wonder that God chose to come to us as a tiny child.  Writing in the 
P&J  on 21 November, Ron Ferguson tells us that he absolutely loves the season of 
Advent in the Christian year.  He tells us that it is ña beautiful time for reflection, a 
time for silence, a time for real, rather than virtual friendsò and that it is a ñtime 
for waiting for a child of hope in a dark ever -darkening world.ò   We hope that you 
will come to love Advent too.  We look forward to seeing you at our Advent and Christ-
mas Services and events: 
 
Tuesday 5 December :  Messy Church  at the Kemp Hall, Old Deer 
from 3.30pm to 5.30pm for children and their parents, guardians or 
carers is a time of crafts and games, food and storytelling.  If you 
would like to join in the fun, you can find out more by contacting 
Elizabeth Dalgarno on 01771 623370.  
 
Sunday 17 December :  Advent Worship at Fetterangus Church at 4.00 pm. 
 
Friday 22 December :  Pitfour Primary Schoolôs end of term service at Deer Parish 
Church, Old Deer at 1.45pm. 
 
Christmas Eve:  Sunday morning service at 10.30 am with the Childrenôs Church Na-
tivity presentation. 
 
Christmas Eve :  Watchnight Service at Deer Parish Church, Old Deer at 11.00 pm 
 

Christmas Day :  Christmas Morning Worship at Deer Parish Church, Old Deer at 

10.30 am. 
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Library Direct Aberdeenshireôs Housebound Library Service 
 

¶ Do you enjoy reading books or listening to talking books? 
¶ Are you unable to visit your local library? 
 
Here at Mintlaw library we would like to promote the library direct service. With the help of volun-
teers from RVS we can offer you a library service delivered direct to your door. 
 
This service is available to all residents of Aberdeenshire who are unable to visit the library due 
to : 
 
¶ Disability,  
¶ Infirmity,  
¶ lllness  
¶ or housebound for any other reason.  
  
This may be a short term such as recovering from a stay in hospital or a longer term arrange-
ment. 
 
You can borrow up to 15 books and a maximum of 5 talking books. We also have music CDôs 
and DVDôs.  Books are available in hardback, paperback and large print. 
 
When we know what you require we will make a collection or items for you and after a suitable 

time is arranged you will get them delivered. This is usually on the same day every four weeks. 

This is a free service and if you are interested get in touch with your local library. You just com-

plete an application, tell us what you like to read and a 

volunteer will bring your books to your door.  

Please contact Mintlaw library for any further informa-

tion and happy reading! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Give a gift and light up a life!  
 
Over the years, millions of children and young people have benefited from gifts donated to The 
Salvation Army. This year you can participate in their Christmas Toy Appeal and enjoy an eve-
ning singing Christmas Songs to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.  
 
Donations of a new, unwrapped toy or gift (for ages 0-16) will be welcome at the free Charity 
Christmas Concert on Friday 8

th
 December at 7.00 pm at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints on Newlands Road, Mintlaw. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CENTRAL BUCHAN RHEUMATIC GROUP meets every third Thursday of the month in 
Mintlaw Public Hall at 7.00 pm. The programme is interesting and varied, and a warm invita-
tion is extended to everyone - it not only for Rheumatic/Arthritis sufferers - who would like to 
come along and join us. 
 
If you would like more information please contact the Secretary, Mrs Sheena Clubb (01771 
622726).              
 
15

th
 February  Wiltshire Foods    Speaker - Morag  

                                               
15

th
 March Musical Evening   Maggie & Dick Trickey 

 
19

th
 April  AGM followed by a talk 

   on the Book of Deer   Sandy Cowie 
 
17

th
 May  Musical Evening    Bill Gray & Forbes Davidson 

GALA NEWS  
 
At last some good news on the gala front!  A 
slightly diluted version of the event will go 
ahead in 2018. following the recent AGM when 
Anne Simpson agreed to act as Chair for the 
next year, shadowed by Kerry Whyte as Vice 
Chair. 
 
The Committee remains optimistic as to the fu-
ture of the Gala, but so much depends on more 
people coming forward to volunteer - where are 
you all??  Mintlaw ISNôT the small village it was 
once was -  ironically when galas were so suc-
cessful!  The community has grown beyond rec-
ognition since the 70ôs/80ôs/90s, but despite the 
increased population volunteer rates remain 
much the same. 
 
Come one everyone - letôs make galas as good 
as they used to be and create more Mintlaw 
Memories for the current generation! 

CLAIK CONTACT DETAILS:  
 

 
Joan Whyte, 01771 622588                                   

jmwhyte@hotmail.com  

 

Kath Allan, 01771 622424     
 Kath-
leen.allan332@btinternet.com  

        

Myra McCredie, 01771 622517  
mccrediem@hotmail.com  
 
  
David Coull, 01771 623043 
djcoull@gmail.com  
 
 

Closing date for next issue:  
 22nd February, 2018  
 

Mintlaw Public Hall Trustees would like to acquire 
old photographs, or at least copies of them, for display 
on the hall walls creating a focal point for all hall users 
and visitors alike. 
 
If you can help please contact the Secretary on 01771 
622588 - jmwhyte@hotmail.com 
 
All photos will be returned once they have been cop-
ied. This one shows the hall as it once was! 
 
If you wish to book the hall please contact the Hall 
Keeper, Allison Shewan on 01771624267 : 
 
alli1962shewan@gmail.com  



Following on from this article in our last edition when Irene 
and Jim Ingram came across the quirky sign on the left 
while on holiday warning against dog fouling, have you no-
ticed white circles appearing on the grass in Aden?  These 
are areas where Council workers have had to remove dog 
poo. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  PICK IT UP - BAG IT - PUT IT IN THE BIN!    

 

          

Mintlaw Self Cancer Support Group was founded in 2007 to 
enable people who have been affected by all types of cancer 
come together to share experiences and offers support, friend-
ship and advice for everyone  affected by cancer, families and 
friends too. We can point people in the right direction for any 
help that may be needed, including financial advice and bene-
fits, and we are always there to just support during treatments. 
 

The Mintlaw group meets once a month in MACBI where we often have guest speakers, dem-
onstrations and certainly always tea, coffee, cakes - and an endless supply of hankies!  Be-
cause of the proximity of Christmas and New Year our next meeting will be on February  ??  In 
Macbi from 1.30 - 3.00 pm, then in March thanks to the lighter evenings we go back to meet-
ing, again in MACBI from 7.00 - 9.00 pm 
 

Meantime, a big thank you from the group to the Friday Shoppie for their financial support.  
This year  it has helped us to have a treat night out and added a bit of sunshine to those who 
have gone through the cancer journey. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Please get in touch if you would like any more help or information. 
 
Christine Moir  
07930530759 

DID YOU KNOW....... 

¶ It is physically impossible for you to lick your elbow!  
¶ Duelling is legal in Paraguay - so long as both parties are registered blood donors! 
¶ In Calama, a town in the Atacama Desert of Chile, it has never rained! 
¶ Most lipsticks contain fish scales! 
¶ Leonardo Da Vinci invented scissors! 
¶ Almost everyone who reads this will try to lick their elbow! 
(The Claik accepts no responsibility as to the veracity of any of these weird facts!)  


