WEEK 16

Saturday and Sunday, August 6 and 7

Division One

BEN Johnson’s hopes of avoiding the drop from division one were dented when they lost at North Cave in a match which spanned just 14.1 overs.

The York-based side turned up at Church Street with just seven men but were keen to play despite the damp conditions. Cave won the toss and bowled them out for 35, Mike Stellings taking 3-22 and John Buttle 2-11 with the other wicket to go down a run out.

Despite losing an early wicket, Cave needed only 4.2 overs to knock the runs off with Mark Woodall (18no) and Matt Johnson (15no) wrapping up a match which must be one of the shortest Vale League games on record.

It was the only game to be played in the top flight as rain wiped out Bishopthorpe v Barmby Moor, Clifton Alliance v Burn (at Crayke), Copmanthorpe v Hemingbrough and Wheldrake v Stockton & Hopgrove.
Division Two

FULFORDGATE hauled themselves out of the relegation zone with a shock win a promotion outsiders Selby.

It was one of only five games to beat the rain on Saturday and could have a major impact come the end of the season in four weeks’ time.

The match was reduced to 35 overs a side due to rain and Fulfordgate’s 189 total revolved around a third wicket partnership of 110 in 15 overs between 17-year-old Liam Hancey (79) and Steve Rose (47).  They took the score to 157-3 before Gate went in search of quick runs only to lose their last eight wickets for 32 runs as Selby fought back. Two youngsters shone with the ball for Selby, 14-year-old spinner Ben Steward taking 4-70 and Harry Cruise, a year younger, claiming 3-13.

Selby lost by 66 runs after being bowled out for 123 with veteran Ray Dodd (4-13) and Alan Baldock (3-44) to the fore as Fulfordgate gained their first back-to-back successes of the season. The only consolation for Selby was that opener Phil Elliott carried his bat with 42 not out.

The defeat means Selby’s chances of catching Ovington and Hirst Courtney are virtually over.

There was no play in the following fixtures – Askham Bryan v Kelfield, Heworth v Westow, University of York Staff, Woodhouse Grange v Ovington.

Division Three

York RI scrambled a win at bottom club Acomb on Sunday to narrow the gap on leaders Thorpe Willoughby, who were playing in the Scothern ConstructionCup final.

RI had to work hard, Danny Cameron’s 41 proving decisive in a low-scoring game. RI were bowled out for 128 by Sri Lankan duo Palliyapitiya Suranga (5-24), whose figures included a triple-wicket maiden and Farath Ansar (4-26). Suranga also weighed in with 31 with the bat but RI’s all-round bowling attack proved too strong and their reply fell 16 runs short, skipper Gary Walker returning 3-22.

With Thorpe’s match at Goole rescheduled for Sunday, August 28, the remaining game played on Sunday was a real run feast at Welton & Brough where Malton & Old Malton won by 62 runs.
Opening pair Alistair Blacklee (63) and Jamie Spencer (34) got Malt off to a good start with a partnership of 71 before Blacklee put on 109 with youngster Tom Hoggard who finished on 92 not out.
Matty Glew responded with 90, but Welton’s young side had to settle at 164-5 at stumps, Jim Dawson having taking 3-36 from 12 overs.

The weather took care of the two scheduled Saturday games – North Duffield v Thixendale and Stillingfleet v Melbourne.

Division Four

The weather in the Selby area didn’t seem to be as bad as many parts of the league’s catchment area as Burn II cashed in by winning at Bishopthorpe II by eight wickets to ease their relegation worries.
The Bishops were bowled out for 127, Jamie Bingle taking 7-54 from 10.2 overs. Main scorers for the home side were John Latimer (36) and Mike Dale (32). Burn did lose a couple of early wickets but were guided home by an unbeaten stand between Adie Huetson (51no) and Darren Miller (41no).
Hemingbrough II v Burton Salmon, Huntington v Wheldrake II, Ovington II v Heworth II and York v Copmanthorpe II (at York RI) were all rained off.

Division Five

TWO games went ahead in the division on Saturday with Dunnington being the big winners.

Their 48-run victory at Thorp Arch & Boston Spa saw them move up to third place above TABS just eight points behind Pocklington.

Adam Dyson top scored with 49, putting on 68 for the second wicket with skipper Dan Gough, as Dunnington were bowled out for 142. Four TABS bowlers each took two wickets – Chris Kitson, John Kitson, Jonathan Carr and Alistair Crawford.

TABS made a decent start to their reply but slid from 51-1 to 94 all out with Jack Spofforth taking 3-37 and Dyson following his good innings with 2-22 from nine economic overs.

The biggest total on Saturday was a achieved by Thorpe Willoughby II who rattled up 243-8 against Askham Bryan II. Leading the run fest was Jake Wild, who scored exactly 100 not out, and home debutant Saleem Hussain who hit a rapid 51. Wild completed his ton in the final over. Tom Kiernan was the pick of the Askham bowlers with 4-37.
Apart from lower order efforts by Anuj Kumar (52) and Ian Hall (39no), who put on 60 for the ninth wicket, Askham’s batsmen offered little and were bowled out for 132 having being 11-5 at one stage. Tim Crockford took 3-8, which included a hat-trick, from five overs and Rob Haigh 3-24. Kumar blasted five boundaries and four sixes in his whirlwind innings.
The Malton & Old Malton II v Drax, Pocklington v Tadcaster Magnet, South Cave & Brantingham v Selby II and Stockton & Hopgrove II v Yapham matches all fell victim to the weather.

