WEEK 17
Saturday and Sunday, August 13 and 14

Division One

RECORDS tumbled like confetti as Hemingbrough crushed Clifton Alliance on Saturday.

In-form skipper Matty Clark became the first Vale League player to score a double century as he hammered the Alliance attack to score an unbeaten 211. His blitz included 23 boundaries and seven sixes and enabled  ’Brough to post a Vale record total of 366-4.

Openers Luke Allderidge and Matthew Milburn began well putting on 30 for the first wicket before Allderidge was caught behind. This brought in Clark, who has already scored four division one centuries this season. In the previous game, Clark and Milburn shared a 200-run partnership and they were to repeat that feat again. Clark batted in his usual aggressive way while Milburn scored 74 which included seven threes as the outfield was still damp and slow. Milburn fell caught and bowled in the 26th over after a partnership of 201 with the score at 231-2.

This was not the end as James Dougherty joined in with a quick 43 against a demoralised Clifton attack. Clark did ride his luck as he was dropped on four occasions but he maintained his concentration to reach the first double century scored in the league, beating the previous best individual score of 192 not out by James Dakin for Thixendale against Malton & Old Malton in divison three in 2008.

After tea Clifton were faced with mammoth task and opening bowlers Glen Crouch and Paul Smales were in no mood to be generous. Crouch steamed in from the School Lane end taking a career best of 5-17 while Smales took 2-21. With the innings in a real mess at 36-7 off spinner Rob Peet took 1-12 and then Terry Boyd Bell came on to bowl for the first time in his career to claim the remaining two wickets to give Hemingbrough victory by 310 runs – a record margin for a Vale League side.
There was also plenty of spectacular hitting as Burn beat Bishopthorpe by 17 runs in a roller-coaster match featuring 54 boundaries and 21 sixes. Burn set an imposing 216-6 with five players scoring 30-plus runs – Tom Rich (42), Ed Clark (40no), Lee Adamson (40), Ray Adamson (38) and Adam Prescott (32).

At 30-2 after 16 overs, Burn were struggling against a Bishopthorpe side containing seven teenagers but Rich and Prescott rapidly added 56 in seven overs and the pace continued right up to tea. Seventeen-year-old Charlie Featherstone took 3-53 and Andrew Seager, aged 14, took a couple of wickets on his first team debut.
 At 40-2 after 19 overs, Bishopthorpe’s young side looked dead and buried but a stunning 56-ball blitz by Scott Reeves (98), which included a dozen sixes, took them close. He added 117 with Stuart Watson (40) for the third wicket but when Reeves fell to a spectacular catch on the boundary by Ashley Abbott the game turned back in Burn’s favour with Prescott (3-26) and Graham Parker (2-43) bowling well at the death.

While there was carnage elsewhere, Stockton & Hopgrove quietly took another step towards the championship.
They had little difficulty in sweeping aside nine-man North Cave, who were bowled out for 109, Rob Page scoring 38. Matt Bradshaw took important wickets to claim 4-24 before Rich Kerrison (38) strengthened Stockton’s position before Giles Smith (35no) finished with a florish, clattering a couple of sixes and four fours to speed Stockton to a six-wicket win in 25.4 overs.

Ben Johnson crashed to a 103-run defeat at home to Copmanthorpe, whose total of 176-4 was based around two good partnerships. Peter Northfield (55) and Phil Jackson (54) put on 75 for the second wicket before Jackson added a further 69 with Salman Syed (42). The printers’ reply never got going as Adam Mosley snared 3-12 and Chris Hall 3-19 and were all out for 73. 
Wheldrake eased their relegation worries with a vital win at Barmby Moor who are now favourites for the drop along with Ben Johnson. Put in on a wet wicket, Wheldrake did well to muster 152-8 thanks to 58 by Martin Lambert. Dave Pethick (3-15) was the most successful bowler for Moor and also starred with the bat, top scoring with 59. But the introduction of Matt Mellor saw the game go Wheldrake’s way as he recorded figures of 6-3-5-4, Dave Fearn also weighing in with 4-40.
Division Two

OVINGTON will be playing first division cricket next season after clinching promotion with a five-wicket win against University of York Staff in a low-scoring game.
Staff won the toss and opted to bat but made a disastrous start with four men out and only nine runs on the board after ten overs as bowlers Chris Nicholl (2-15) and Alistair Souch (2-13) were in devastation form. Charl Welch then grabbed 4-26 as Staff were bowled out for 76. Ovington were forced to work hard with Muhammed Saeed (5-25), aided by one wonderful slip catch by Usman Syed, taking all the wickets to fall in a brilliant spell. However, Tom Cookson’s 24 – the higest score in the match – earned Ovington victory and promotion.

They are likely to be joined in the top flight by Hirst Courtney, who saw off Heworth by 109 runs – a result which leaves Heworth at the bottom of the table and facing a second successive relegation. Hirst’s 244-4 total was set up by a stand of 158 for the fourth wicket by Phil Alford (118no) and his brother, Mark (46no). Pete Fairburn responded with an excellent 83 but with last man Dan Baker (19no) the only other batsman in double figures, Heworth were bowled out for 135, Sam Dunn returning 3-14.
Westow leapfrogged Selby in to third place with a comfortable seven-wicket win against the Sandhill Lane side. Although opener Phil Elliott scored 48, Selby slide from 124-4 to 148 all out, Jamie Smith (4-46) taking three wickets in four balls and Ben Holtby claiming 3-22. Opening partners Mark Earle (45) and Andrew Welford (29) gave Westow a good start with a 77-run stand and the village side eased home with seven wickets and eight overs to spare, Dave Brunyard (3-40) taking all the wickets to fall.
Kelfield hauled themselves off the bottom with a surprise 10-wicket hammering of Woodhouse Grange who slid from 70-2 to 112 all out, Ashley Cattle top scoring with 39. The men who did the damage were Martyn Rhodes (5-33) and Matt Walker (4-26). Kelfield openers Andy Charlton and Phil Smith both scored exactly 50 to knock the runs off in just 16.1 overs. Charlton scored ten fours and Smith took the aerial route with five sixes and three boundaries.
Fulfordgate’s recent upsurge in form came grinding to a halt at home to Askham Bryan, who emerged victors by 36 runs. Pete Wood defied injury to score an unbeaten 59 not out as Askham were bowled out for 138. Max Henderson generated plenty of pace on a slow pitch to take 3-28 in support of Dean Cairns (3-20) and Alan Baldock (3-28). Fulford were then tied down by Pete Thornton who took 3-19 from his full ration of 12 overs and only some late blows by Cairns (37no) enabled his side to close on 102-9.
Division Three

THORPE Willoughby and York RI are progressing virtually unchallenged towards promotion.
Star Thorpe bowler Jake Wild moved the ball considerably on his way to 6-32 as Welton & Brough were bowled out for 103, Joe Irvin top scoring with 34. Nasir Shefta (51) put on 99 with Khalid Shefta (29no) as Thorpe cruised home by nine wickets.

RI had to dig a bit deeper to beat improving North Duffield by three wickets. Phil Mitchell took a career-best 6-22 from 12 overs as Duff crawled to 90-9 from their 40 overs. However, RI were struggling at 7-3 and were indebted to Paul Anderson’s 37 to pull them round. Craig Patrick bowled well for North Duffield to take 3-28.

Melbourne remain in the promotion picture courtesy of Goole Town who could not raise a team for the fixture between the two sides. That decision leaves Goole in deep relegation trouble although they have a game in hand – albeit against leaders Thorpe Willoughby – on fellow relegation battlers Acomb and Welton & Brough.

Bottom side Acomb lost by eight wickets at Malton & Old Malton after being restricted to 110-9 by Max Fraser’s 4-17 from ten overs. Paul Hughes top scored for Acomb with 39 but Jamie Spence’s unbeaten 76 powered Malt to victory in the 26th over.

Thixendale were put in by Stillingfleet on a damp wicket which proved a clever ploy by the visitors. Dale were in trouble at 16-3 and 35-4 before Geoff Room (46) and Adrian Brader (36no) pushed them to 143 all out. Rob Bielby was Stillingfleet’s most successful bowler with 3-39 and Chris Woodfine chipped in with 2-9. Phil Johnson (50) and Cameron Thomson (42) put on 98 for the third wicket to guide Fleet to a five-wicket win. 
Division Four

DISAPPOINTINGLY only two games went ahead of Saturday Bishopthorpe II v York and Heworth II v Huntington.
Burton Salmon could not raise a side and conceded to Ovington II while Hemingbrough II handed Copmanthorpe II the points as they could also not muster a team.

Wheldrake II’s home game against Burn II was not played because of a waterlogged pitch.

Meanwhile, York powered to a massive 242-run victory in a one-sided encounter against Bishopthorpe II. Centuries were scored for the Clifton Parkers by Deepak Selvaraj and Nick Elliott – the first tons to be scored in the division this season. Selvaraj (107) featured in an opening stand of 127 with Ryan Waite (44) before Nick Elliott continued the blitz with exactly 100 not out to see York to a huge 281-3. The young Bishopthorpe side were then blown away by Richard Proctor (5-20) and folded for just 39.
Victory at Ovington II at York RI on Saturday will see York add promotion to the Graham Headley Memorial Cup they won on Sunday.
The only other match played in the division was a low-scoring affair with bottom side Huntington losing at Heworth II, who pulled further away from the drop zone at Burton Salmon’s expense. Huntington were bowled out for 93, Chris Smith top scoring with 32. Chris Barratt (3-7) and Dave Patmore (3-25) were the pick of the Heworth bowling attack. Stu Ross then took 3-10 from a dozen overs to have Heworth’s reply in difficulty, but skipper Barratt (23no) kept cool to see his side home by four wickets.
Division Five

DUNNINGTON’S promotion push gained further momentum as they leapfrogged Pocklington in to second spot by beating them by four wickets.
Pock made a respectable 176-8 thanks to Jonny Parsons (37) and Chris Wilson (35), while Oliver Peeke-Vout (4-29) and Andy Milne (3-37) bowled well for Dunnington. Steve Smith (32) and opening partner Milne, who hit a stylish 55, gave Dunnington a good start with a 72-run stand. But Chris Dodds (4-31) pegged them back and at 153-6, Pock had given themselves a chance only for Jack Spofforth (18no) to nip the fightback in the bud.
Askham Bryan II’s home game against leaders South Cave & Brantingham did not go ahead because of a waterlogged pitch. Victory against Thorp Arch & Boston Spa this weekend will see South Cave promoted in their first season as a Vale club.
TABS will go into that match on the back of a 34-run defeat at another of the new sides, Yapham. Excellent batting by Mark Fairey saw him score an unbeaten 78 – which would have undoubtebly been more but for a wet outfield - as Yapham totalled 151-7. Tom Bird (30) led TABS’ reply but when the game got tight, Dan Edwards bowled three superb overs for just one run. Although he didn’t take a wicket, Edwards only conceded 11 runs from his 12 overs, while at the other end Stuart Wainwright claimed 3-27 as TABS finished short of 117-7.

At the foot of the table, bottom club Tadcaster Magnet recorded a win over fellow strugglers Malton & Old Malton II. Star of the show was Martin Knowles, who has hardly been able to buy a run in division seven of the York and District Senior League and was dropped to play in the Vale side. The move worked as he smashed 144 in Tad’s 224-5, Mick Liversidge taking 3-89. Malton’s reply closed on 150-9, Liam Hartas scoring a fine 83.
Veteran Nigel Collinson top scored with 62 as Stockton & Hopgrove II totalled 158-7 against Selby II, whose Tony Sheppard took 5-29. Selby’s innings never got going with only two players in double figures on a slow pitch, one being 13-year-old Patrick Taylor (16no). Extras provided a contribution of 31 as Selby were bowled out for 102, Pat Durkin taking 3-19 and Anto Williams 3-20.

Drax emerged from a good battle with Thorpe Willoughby II as 22-run victors. They set 188-7 thanks to a 98-run partnership between Brian Knight, who included ten boundaries in his 59, and Matthew Torn (46). The pair help Drax score 80 from the last ten overs as outstanding bowling by Luke Mitchell (6-19 from 11 overs) had earlier had the home side on the back foot. Top order batsmen Nadeem Shefta (54) and Andy McAvoy (46) got Thorpe’s reply off to a good start. But wickets fell regularly and after Andy Jackson was run out for 24, as Thorpe took up the chase in earnest, they fell away. Dan Baker was Drax’s most successful bowler with 3-22.
Headley Memorial Cup

Final (at Acomb)
YORK, favourites for the HPH York Vale League division four title, won the Graham Headley Memorial Cup on Sunday, in emphatic fashion.

They crushed a young Heworth II side by 184 runs at Acomb and will make it a double by sealing promotion if they beat Ovington II at York RI’s New Lane ground this weekend.

York powered their way to 223-5 based on a 114-run fourth-wicket partnership between Kalum Ahmed (67no) and Kevin Mendham (67). Matthew Fairburn was the most successful Heworth bowler with 2-27.

Only Jamie Ingham (17no) could stand up to York’s rampant bowling attack as Heworth were blown away for just 39. In-form Richard Proctor took 3-10, Ahmed 2-5 and Ben Williams wrapped up the innings with two wickets in three balls.

This Sunday sees the Guy Mitchell Cup final between Stockton & Hopgrove and Burn at Selby.

