WEEK 19

Saturday and Sunday, August 27 and 28

Division One

COPMANTHORPE and Stockton & Hopgrove face a nerve-shredding final Saturday of the season as the HPH York Vale Cricket League division one title race reaches the finishing line.

The penultimate weekend provided a dramatic twist as victory at Burn saw Cop take over at the top from Stockton & Hopgrove who could only tie their home game with relegated Ben Johnson.

Cop hold a two-point advantage over Stockton as the sides go into their last matches when the new leaders entertain Wheldrake and Stockton host Hemingbrough.

Heavy showers wiped out several fixtures and Stockton’s game was reduced to 22 overs a side, BJ setting 119-6 thanks to Martin Reynolds’ unbeaten 55. Rich Grimes took 3-38 and Dan Fairclough 2-17 off six overs. It looked plain sailing for Stockton, who made a flying start with a run-a-ball 42 until the first wicket fell after the introduction of Jamie Agnew (5-24). After he made the breakthrough by removing Rich Kerrison (20) with his first ball, the game turned on its head. Wickets continued to tumble, along with the run rate, and all results were possible going into the last over with Stockton needing six to win but the scores finished level with their last pair at the wicket.

Stockton’s failure to beat the printers opened the door for Copmanthorpe at Burn, who were disappointed not to make more than 173-4 after an opening partnership of 97 between Ray Adamson (45) and Lee Adamson (41), supported by skipper Ed Clark’s undefeated 32. Adam Mosley was the pick of the visitors’ attack with 2-26. After a brisk 37 by Andy Northfield, Cop were guided home by an unbeaten 82 by the unflappable Salman Syed with three wickets and ten balls to spare, but only after Rich Miller (3-32) triggered a nervous collapse.
North Cave hauled themselves from 50-7 to 145 against a young Hemingbrough side thanks to Mark Woodall’s half century. He helped the tail wag by putting on 38 with Andrew Ferguson before final pair John Buttle (23) and Nick Gamble (14no) added 45. Glen Crouch (4-20) and Andy Rowley (3-27) had done the early damage for Hemingbrough, whose reply was chugging along nicely at 61-2 before Rob Page then took centre stage with 5-11 as the visitors slid from a promising position to 86 all out - five wickets falling in the final two overs. With James Tomlinson (3-17) operating at the other end, the deadly combination saw Hemingbrough lose their last eight wickets for only 21 runs.
Bishopthorpe won by 11 runs at nine-man Wheldrake in a game reduced to 30 overs each. The Bishops totalled 127-9 in testing conditions with Ben Smith making 28 and Tom Eckhart a quick 26. Dave Fearn (3-28) and Les Fearn (3-41) grabbed the bulk of the wickets. Although James Rouse had the top match score of 41, his dismissal at fourth man out saw Wheldrake crash from 108-4 to 116 all out, the run outs of Matt Mellor and Les Fearn proving key moments. 
Relegated Barmby Moor conceded to Clifton Alliance. Moor have struggled to put out a side all season and the future looks bleak after they were unable to field a team for the second successive Saturday.

Division Two

ONLY one game was played to a conclusion in division two as Hirst Courtney beat Woodhouse Grange by four wickets.
Colin Smith held Grange together with an excellent 71 lifting them from 39-5 to 132 all out. Sam Dunn (3-12) and Mark Alford (3-18) shone with the ball for Hirst. The prolific Brian Howard responded with 57 as Hirst’s victory in 26.4 overs confirmed them as runners-up to Ovington whose match at Kelfield was a rain victim.

Ovington made 215 all out after being 68-0 in 16 overs, Tom Cookson leading the way with 50. Jimmy Still then came in to the attack and had figures of 3-11 from 4.2 overs when the teams went off for a rain break. On the resumption, Steve Tremayne hit each of the remaining four deliveries of Still’s incompleted over four boundaries and that set the tone for the rest of the Ovington innings. Tremayne, dropped twice, powered his was to a half century in just 17 balls and finished with 76, striking four sixes and eight fours. Still’s final figures were 3-46 while Matt Walker took 3-47 and Chris Walker 3-56. Kelfield’s reply stood on 106-5 when rain drove the players off for good, Andy Charlton striking 39 and Chris Walker 36, while Nigel Metcalfe took 3-32.
University of York Staff suffered their second successive relegation after their game at Westow was abandoned. Staff openers Haider Syed (16no) and Rahul Kapoor (12no) had raced to 31 in seven overs when the teams had to call it a day. The Heworth v Fulfordgate relegation showdown was halted by rain with Gate on 33-0, 24 of the runs coming from Liam Hancey.

Askham Bryan’s game against Selby didn’t get underway because of a wet pitch.

Division Three

RELEGATED Goole Town’s failure to raise a team for their outstanding game against Thorpe Willoughby on Sunday saw Thorpe crowned division three champions with York RI also promoted.

Thorpe’s match the previous day against Melbourne failed to reach a conclusion. Melbourne made 162-8 thanks to 36 from 16-year-old Ben Thompson and 30 by Oliver Steels. Mark Seaman claimed 3-56 for Thorpe. An hour was lost to rain and hailstones but Thorpe’s reply did get underway and reached 24 without loss in 6.2 overs when the teams had to quit.

Welton & Brough were on 33-0 against RI when they were forced off and North Duffield were 21-1 at Stillingfleet after ten overs when that game was abandoned.
Sunday saw Thixendale win at Acomb, who were relegated along with Goole. Alex Machen (41) and Geoff Room (27) led Thixendale to 157 all out, all five of Acomb’s bowlers getting wickets. Although Fred Littlewood (29no), Steve Buckton (28) and John Webster (24) were among the runs, Acomb’s batsmen found the going tough and lost by 12 runs. Thixendale’s acting captain, Ben Potter, an under 18 player, led by example with 2-18 from seven overs.
Division Four

YORK have won division four, then ten points they received from their washout at Burton Salmon being sufficient to make sure they will not be caught at the top.

Huntington enjoyed a rare victory at Bishopthorpe II where Nigel Howard was the star man, taking 3-29 to support veteran Wally Baynes’ haul of 4-15 as Bishopthorpe were bowled out for 99, Marc Deamer scoring 35. Howard then hit 32 as Huntington won by seven wickets.
Burn II crawled to 107-5 from 40 overs at Copmanthorpe II, veteran opener Geoff England making 42 not out and sharing an 89-run stand with Ian Adamson (46). Most of the action was crammed into the last over of the innings bowled by Joe Wood (3-25) as four wickets fell, including a run out. Cop did their promotion prospects no harm by easing to an eight-wicket win thanks to Paul Newton and Roy Atkinson (33no).
There was no play in the Heworth II v Wheldrake II game and Hemingbrough II conceded to Ovington II as they could not raise a ream.

Division Five

THE ten points South Cave & Brantingham gained from their washout at Yapham was enough to secure the division five crown in their first season in the league.

Second spot is still up for grabs with contenders Dunnington enjoying a walkover against bottom club Tadcaster Magnet and Drax moving in to promotion picture with a crushing nine-wicket win against Pocklington on Sunday. However, Pock have filed an official complaint that Drax fielded ineligible players so the result will be subject to a league inquiry.
Nigel Salter made 60 as Pock closed on 154-8, Dan Baker took 3-38 before hitting an unbeaten 65 as he put on an unbroken partnership of 150 with Sam Jackson (77no).

Thorp Arch & Boston Spa father and son bowling combination Chris (5-8 from nine overs) and John Kitson (3-30 from 12 overs) were virtually unplayable as they blew Stockton & Hopgrove II away for 47 to secure an 80-run win just before the rain came down. Stockton lost their their first four wickets – all to Chris Kitson – for just four runs and could not mount a meaningful response to TABS’ 127-9, Tom Bird making 29. Kalum Perera took 3-25 for Stockton.
Selby II bowler Kevin Lund was also in top form against Thorpe Willoughby II. He had remarkable figures of 9-5-11-5 as Thorpe nosedived from 52-1 to 58 all out with 14-year-old spinner Ben Steward taking 3-1.
Askham Bryan II v Malton & Old Malton II was washed out.

