WEEK 20

Saturday, September 2011

Division One

COPMANTHORPE snatched the HPH York Vale Cricket League division one title for the first time in their history after a dramatic final day.

Stockton went into their game against Hemingbrough two points behind Copmanthorpe but harvested the maximum 30 points only to discover that Cop gained 28 from their six-wicket win against Wheldrake to leave the rivals on 421 points each. The Barons Court-based club got the nod by virtue of winning more games.

Cop lost the toss against ten-man Wheldrake and were on course to bowl them out so cheaply that they would not have the opportunity to get the extra batting point they required to take the title. A total of 19 wides helped extras account for 29 of Wheldrake’s total of 74 leaving Cop the target they required to get that vital extra point. The main wicket takers were Adam Mosley (3-7), John Hughes (3-19) and Chris Hall (3-21).

Copmanthorpe made a disastrous start to their reply. After being dropped first ball off Matt Mellor, Andy Northfield departed two deliveries later, to be quickly followed by Phil Jackson as Mellor (3-22) opened up with a double wicket maiden. However, the stylish Salman Syed (52no) kept a cool head and went on to hit the championship-winning boundary after one of the closest finishes to the top flight title race in the league’s history.

It is first time Cop have won the main prize and comes two years after they won division two. The club’s first spell with the Vale League was between 1956 and 1964 and have been members since they reformed in 1976.

Copmanthorpe have become the fourth different side to win division one in the last four years, following the achievements of Hemingbrough, University of York Staff and Barmby Moor. The success will be ample compensation for their defeat to North Cave in the final of the HPH Cup.
For Stockton & Hopgrove, who had led for several weeks until the penultimate game of the season it was a case of what might have been, finishing runners-up and beaten Guy Mitchell Cup finalists.

On Saturday, 16-year-old wicketkeeper-batsman Dan Barrett scored a brilliant 120 and Jamie Kerrison 65 not out as Stockton piled up 258-8 against Hemingbrough whose Matthew Milburn (3-24) claimed a hat-trick. After run machine Matty Clark, promoted to opener, was out for 59, Hemingbrough folded as Dan Fairclough finished with 5-53 and Rich Grimes 4-32.

Bishopthorpe finished third after defeating Clifton Alliance, Scott Clapham (79), a blistering 16-ball 51 not out by Ian Holmes, 46 by Ben Smith and Ross Kelly’s 32 taking the Bishops to a match-winning 250-6. John Bladen responded with 79 with fellow opener Michael Jackson contributing 35, but they lacked support. Kelly finished with 4-59, figures which would have been much improved had fielders not shelled four catches from his bowling.
Although they were relegated after just one season in the top division, Ben Johnson ended on a high note with victory at Burn. The home side were bowled out for 179, Darren Snowden taking 4-54. Ed Clarke scored 71 not out and Tom Rich 35 for the Linnets. The printers put in a solid batting performance to win by six wickets, Nicky Drew finishing with 38 not out, while Martin Reynolds, who has missed a fair chunk of the season with a shoulder injury, scored 38 and Steve Wragg 35.

Fellow relegation side Barmby Moor, champs in 2008, once again failed to raise a team with North Cave being gifted the points.

Division Two 
KELFIELD guaranteed their division two survival as Phil Smith smashed an unbeaten 121 from only 85 balls to see his side beat promoted Hirst Courtney by eight wickets.

Hirst lost Mark Alford to the first ball of the match but his brother and fellow opener Phil Alford carried the fight to Kelfield, only to fall one short of his century in the 35th over. He cleared the ropes three times and hit 13 fours on his way to 99. Matt Walker (4-45) and his brother, Chris (3-44), were Kelfield’s main bowlers. Led by Smith’s brutal innings, which included four maximums and 18 boundaries, Kelfield raced across the finishing line in only 25.4 overs, Matt Walker creaming 29 from just 25 balls. 
Both Heworth and University of York Staff have suffered their second successive relegations. Heworth put up a poor batting display at Selby with only Martin Boothroyd (42) showing much fight as spinner Dave Brunyard took 5-25. Selby then eased home from 51-2 to win by eight wickets as Neil Wilson (54 not out) and James Trembath (25no) dominated at the crease. The two wickets fell to Harry Moorcroft (2-18).

Staff went down despite winning at Askham Bryan where Chris Allerton made 98 not out in a 30-run win. Rahul Kapoor also weighed in with 43 as Staff reached the half-way point at 114-1 before being pegged back as five wickets fell for the addition of 20 more runs. Former Heslington stalwart Allerton produced some late hitting to get Staff to 197-8 at tea but just missed out on a ton to mark his comeback season. Mark Grewer was Askham’s best bowler with 3-47. The match was finely balanced as Askham reached 114-3 in light rain and poor light, but the departure of Parag Mohite (59) and the dismissal of the dangerous Grewer (30) enabled Staff to finish off the rest with Mohammed Saeed taking 4-25.
There was a tight finish at Fulfordgate where Woodhouse Grange won by five runs. Dan Wilson (41) and vice-captain Ashley Cattle (35) took Grange to 171-8, Liam Hancey taking 3-35 and Max Henderson 3-36. Hancey, aged 17, then led Gate’s reply with 50, but 3-30 by another 17-year-old, Scott Shepherd, and 4-40 by Louis Smith put Fulford behind the clock. After a rain dely, a quickfire 37 off four overs in fading light by Tom Craddock (21) and Dean Cairns (21) took the home side close. They needed eight to win from the final over but fell five runs short as Grange won a competitive match.
Divisional champions Ovington were involved in a decent encounter at Westow before rain brought a premature end to proceedings. Ovington totalled 225 with Mohammed Asad hitting an explosive 44 not out, Tom Cookson 41 and Steve Tremayne 33. Leg spinner Matthew Shipley achieved his firs five-for return with 5-70. Mark Earle (43) and Andy Welford put on 67 for Westow’s first wicket and Welford was still there on 36 not out when rain intervened in the 26th over with the home side on 114-3.

Division Three

THORPE Willoughby confirmed their status as division three champions by winning a tight game at runners-up York RI by six runs.

RI’s Pete Mitchell seemed to have put his side in control with 5-27 but Ross Powell’s 34 proved the key as Thorpe managed to get up to 140-6. RI also found batting difficult as good bowling by Thorpe, led by Dave Watson’s 3-14 from seven overs, and Mark Seaman’s 3-27, saw RI bowled out for 134, Steve Littlewood top scoring with 28.

North Duffield have found their form in the second half of the season and thumped Acomb by 95 runs on the back of Shaun Pickles’ 100 which came in 91 minutes. He struck 13 fours and a six after arriving at the crease with his side on 20-3. Pickles added 135 for the fourth wicket with Andy Falkingham (35) to help Duffield take tea at 198-8. Thirteen-year-old Christian Burton, in only his second league game, took 3-16 for Acomb, including two in two balls, while Nathan Preston returned 3-28. Although Callum Crawford hit 40, Duffield were able to use nine owlers as Acomb finished on 103-9.
Ten-man Malton & Old Malton won at Melbourne by 30 runs after digging themselves out of a big hole. Malton were 78-7 before later order batsman Jim Dawson swung the bat to get them up to 148 all out. Charlie Smith (4-54) and Martin Kidd (3-20) were Melbourne’s most successful bowlers. Ian Scott (68) looked capable of leading Melbourne to victory, but Jamie Spencer (5-17 from six overs) and Shaun Harland (4-12) whittled through the order to earn the Ryedale team a hard-earned win.

Dan Gittings carried his bat to score an unbeaten 92 for Welton & Brough at Stillingfleet. With Joe Irvin chipping in with 41, Welton finished on 183, Chris Woodfine taking 3-7 and Jake Drummond 3-35. Solid contributions from Stillingfleet’s top order, led by Chris Warner (41), Phil Corfield (38) and Phil Johnson (37) ensured the home side a three-wicket win. Tom Young had the best figures for Welton with 3-38.

Relegated Goole Town ended the season with yet another concession. This time they were unable to raise a team to fulfil their fixture at Thixendale. 

Division Four

CHAMPIONS York staged a dramatic recovery on a bowler friendly-wicket at Hemingbrough II.
The visitors, fielding six juniors, crashed from 62-1 to 92 all out as Granville North took 8-18 from eight overs, also taking a catch for another wicket and completing a run out. John Carlson was the only man to adequately deal with North and scored 40. York opening bowler Kal Ahmed responded with a stunning analysis of 12-10-3-4, followed by Bob Proctor’s 4-15 – including that man North first ball - as York won by nine runs.

Copmanthorpe II capped a fine all-round season for the club by wrapping up promotion with a six-wicket win at Wheldrake II who only fielded nine men. The home side were in big trouble at 48-5 – Cop having already secured promotion when the fourth wicket fell – before 25 apiece by Paul Lees and Nick Myers saw them close on 110. John Traves (3-21) and Alistair Byers (3-2(0 took the bulk of the wickets. Cop were led home by Roy Atkinson’s 34 not out.
Burton Salmon had little difficulty in seeing off Huntington in the tussle between the two relegated sides at Common Lane. Stu Ross claimed 6-45 as nine-man Huntington did well in the field to bowl Salmon out for 149, James Clarke top scoring with 36. Clarke (4-19) then teamed up with Martin Senior (4-20) to shoot Huntington out for just 39 in 19.1 overs.

Heworth II struggled through the rain to beat Bishopthorpe II by four wickets at Elm Park Way. Tight Heworth bowling and a damp outfield saw Bishopthorpe reach 69-1 in 28 overs before finally closing on 143-5, Mike Dale scoring a brisk 47. Heworth captain Jamie Ingham led Heworth’s reply with exactly 50 and space opened up in the field in the final 20 overs when Dale had to go to hospital with a shoulder injury. Heworth needed two to win off the final over and achieved their aim with three balls to spare in the rain. Bishopthorpe II are the only side in the entire league to have played all their games to a finish.
Action returned to Knavesmire for the first time in several weeks when Ovington II entertained Burn. The visitors made 158-8 with Graham Stansfield scoring 52 and Liam Herringshaw taking 3-20. Joe Whale was still at the crease on 71 and his Ovington side hot favourites to win at 120-2 with ten overs remaining when rain caused the game to be abandoned.
Division Five

PETE Eastwood bowled Pocklington to victory in division five with sensational figures of 11.3-4-14-8 against Yapham – the best return by a Vale League bowler this season, just shading Granville North’s effort in division four on the same afternoon.

A run out and the fact Yapham had only ten men denied Eastwood the chance of getting all ten wickets. Needing only 62 to win Pock skated home for the loss of three wickets.

That saw Pock finish runners-up to South Cave & Brantingham, but Pock’s promotion has yet to be ratified as the Cave v Dunnington match is subject to an objection by Dunnington which could affect the final placings. The issue will be dealt with at a league committee meeting next week.

Cave, who have dominated the division from start to finish, amassed 285-7 thanks to an aggressive 77 by Santosh Bangar (77) and 65 by Simon Franks, which took him past the 500-runs mark for the season. They put on 126 for the second wicket while Paddy Mountfield finished on 50 not out and A Franks included four sixes in his rapid 38. Accurate swing bowling by A Franks (4-9) then helped remove Dunnington for 89 as Cave triumphed by a massing 198-run margin.
The season ended on a high for Thorpe Willoughby II’s Jake Wild who smashed 138 not out against Stockton & Hopgrove II then took 5-43. Wild’s second ton of the season contained 24 boundaries and one six as he put on 178 with Saleem Hussain, who scored a season’s best 66. They came together at 16-3 and helped power their side to 253-5 at tea. Pat Durkin was the only Stockton bowler to survive the carnage with 2-29 from his 12 overs, which included seven maidens. Durkin then took up the challenge with the bat, scoring 65, and although Kalum Perera made 43 and Pete Fairclough 35, Wild’s efforts with the ball earned Thorpe a 54-run win. 
Askham Bryan II skipper Mike Bains ended his personal run drought by making 123 against a youthful Drax outfit. He struck six sixes and eight fours to steer his side to 222-8, Joe Welch taking 3-24.
Tadcaster Magnet ended a miserable season a clear 60 points adrift of the rest at the foot of the table after conceding their final game to Selby II. 

Press Performance of the Week

For the first time ever, the award is shared. On the final day of the season two bowlers took the only eight-wicket hauls of the campaign – Pete Eastwood (8-14 for Pocklington v Yapham in division five) and Granville North (8-18, a catch and a run out for Hemingbrough II v York in division four).

