WEEK 12

Saturday and Sunday, July 2 and 3

Division One

IT was all change at the top of division one as Copmanthorpe moved into pole position.

Deposed leaders Bishopthorpe paid for a poor batting display as they crashed at home by eight wickets to North Cave after being put in and being bowled out for 102 in 35.2 overs with Scott Clapham (25) offering the only resistance.
After Karl Youngman (3-22) took out the middle order all-rounder Mike Stellings mopped up the tail with 3-13. Cave lost both openers cheaply by Stellings (55no) and Sam Forth (27no) took them to an easy win.
That result opened the door for Cop who saw off Clifton Alliance by seven wickets. Tight bowling by Chris Hall (3-27) and Darren Hughes (3-38) restricted Alliance to 123-7. Mark Taylor made 49 before falling lbw to Hughes. Cop cantered home in 30 overs as Andy Godfrey made 34 before Salman Syed (44no) hitting the winning runs.

Stockton & Hopgrove also leapfrogged Bishopthorpe after winning at Burn. Economical bowling, led by Dan Fairclough (4-42) and Matt Bradshaw (3-28), supported by excellent fielding saw Burn bowled out for 142. Tom Rich (39) and Iain Adamson (30) were Burn’s main scorers. Stockton won by six wickets with eight overs to spare as opener Steve Fraser (21no) dropped anchor while Josh Barrett was unbeaten on 38 at the close after Giles Smith made 33.

Hemingbrough spinner Rob Peet (4-24) claimed his second four-wicket haul against Barmby Moor this season as the hosts were bowled out for 161, Andrew Winn making 74 and Mike Newhouse 32 on his seasonal debut. Peet was well supported by James Doughterty who took 3-38 from his full complement of overs. An opening stand of 82 between Luke Alderidge (45) and Matt Milburn (38) put Hemingbrough on the road to a six-wicket victory, Paul Smales finishing the job with 33 not out.
Wheldrake dropped into the relegation zone after crashing to a 62-run home defeat at the hands of fellow strugglers Ben Johnson. The visitors were bowled out for 172, Jamie Agnew (40) and Colin Hyde (36) putting on 70 for the second wicket before Paul Morrison chipped in with 31. Syed Taha (3-19) had the best Wheldrake bowling return with three late wickets. Agnew (4-36) and Steve Wragg (3-31) had Wheldrake bowled out for 110.
Division Two

LEADERS Ovington succesfully defended 116 at third-placed Askham Bryan on a slow, green pitch.

Ovington made a decent start with openers Tom Cookson (36) and Tom Ashby (23) taking the score to 61 before they were separated. The rest of the York-based side’s line-up them collapsed against Chris Copeland (4-36) and Zeeshan Athar (3-21) before Pete Wood came on near the end to take three wickets in eight balls without conceding a run.

Askham also made a decent start and at 41 without loss looked to be heading to a comfortable win but Paul Mizon (5-28), Carl Welch (3-13) and Dave Brummitt (1-10 from seven overs) saw Askham bowled out for 105.
Sam Dunn (5-30) capitalised on a wet pitch at Fulfordgate where the hosts were bowled out by promotion-chasing Hirst Courtney, who knocked the runs off for the loss of just one wicket. Apart from Alan Baldock (33), Fulford’s batsmen perished because of poor shot selection against Dunn, Brian Howard (2-4) and Mark Alford (2-33). Batting was easier for Hirst on a drying wicket and they knocked off the runs in 14.4 overs for the loss of opener Phil Alford.
University of York Staff’s long wait for a win came to an end at Heworth where Muhammed Suleman shone in a 54-run win. He scored 39, and with Shafiq Rana making 31, Staff were able to leave Heworth needing 160 to win. Fifteen-year-old Harry Moorcroft (3-16) was the pick of the home bowling. Heworth made a disastrous start as Matthew Huffer fell first ball to Suleman (4-29) and were in big trouble at 22-4 before Greg Sykes (37) gave them hope. However, after he was removed by Rana (2-12) going for a big hit, the Heworth innings melted away.
Westow’s Andrew Welford (75) helped his side to a tight two-wicket win against Kelfield who posted 155-8 in a game reduced to 30 overs a side thanks to a lightning 63 from 35 balls by Matt Walker. Welford took 2-42 to support Jamie Smith (4-37) while Mark Earle only conceded nine runs in his six over spell. Walker then donned his pads to open and gave his team a good start in the company of Mark Earle (33). Westow slid to 93-3, then 108-6 as Walker claimed 3-31, but a well-timed 22 not out by Alistair Fothergill saw Westow home with two wickets and nine balls to spare.

Selby’s big-hitting Scott Smith smashed five sixes in his match-winning 86 as his side overhauled Woodhouse Grange’s 214-8 in a thrilling encounter. Batting first, Grange were in good form as Luke Cattle hit 13 boundaries and a maximum in his 85, supported by skipper Paul Townsley (37). Lee Clayton took 5-66 for Selby whose run chase was led by Smith’s spectacular innings. However, Scott Shepherd (7-47 from 12 overs) put Grange right back in it. It was left to youthful last pair – 14-year-old Elliott Precious (15no) and 13-year-old Harry Cruise (6no) to see Selby emerge triumphant in a tense finish with two balls remaining.

Division Three

THORPE Willoughby extended their lead at the top as Nadeem Shefta’s unbeaten 70 took his side to victory at Stillingfleet.

The home side posted 169-8 thanks to Wayne Livsey (53) and Jamie Muirhead (33) with Dave Watson taking 3-27. Shefta’s great effort earned Thorpe a two-wicket win with Phil Johnson (3-37) and Chris Warner (3-46) making Thorpe work hard.

After a couple of lean years, North Duffield are showing signs of improvement and enjoyed a spectacular 178-run win against Goole as John Patrick returned amazing figures of 8.3-1-22-7 as ten-man Goole were bowled out for 55. He was supported by Steve Hardy (2-33) while Steve O’Brien clattered 28 from 21 balls for Goole. Earlier, Duffield powered to 233-8 as Steve Pickles cracked 63 at nearly a run-a-ball, skipper Trevor Britain hit 41 and James Knibb (36) while Jake Kennedy grabbed 4-57 for Goole.
York RI slid to a surprise five-wicket home defeat at the hands of Melbourne. RI were bowled out in 25.4 overs for 78 with Ben Charlton (4-24) and Martin Anderson (3-28) doing most of the damage. Ian Scott struck 41 to guide Melbourne to victory.
Thixendale’s home game against Malton & Old Malton was not played because of a waterlogged pitch.

Sunday’s game between Acomb and Welton & Brough also fell foul of the weather.

Division Four

Opener Joe Whale (73no) batted right through Ovington II’s innings for the second time this season as they crushed Wheldrake II at Woodhouse Grange.

He was joined at 72-5 by Ben Busby (35) and the pair helped push Ovington on to 159-6 at the interval. Wheldrake were then knocked over for 87 as Graham Haigh took 6-28.

Heworth II endured a nightmare day at Copmanthorpe II, being skittled for just 31 as Alistair Byers took 5-6 from eight overs. Cop rattled up 199-5 with Matt Oakes (65no), Roy Atkinson (33) and Phil Jackson (33) leading the way. The Barons Crescent side then bowled out the opposition for less than 100 for the fourth time in five games. Byers then produced a stunning eight over spell with Joe Wood supporting with 3-21.
Father and son opening combination Gary (53) and Ben Lister (34), who was celebrating his 15th birthday, put on 58 to set Hemingbrough II on their way to 213-5 against Huntington. Drew Senior took 3-52 for Huntington who were bowled out for 177. Martin Wilson top scored with 33 while Granville North claimed 3-28 as Huntington held out until the final over.
Bishopthorpe II maintained their promotion push with a four-wicket win at Burton Salmon. Tight bowling by youngsters Rory Watson (10-5-8-2) and Lewis Goldsmith (5-3-6-2) saw Salmon bowled out for 102. The Bishops made a good start as Mike Dale (32) and Stuart Watson (29) put on 63 for the second wicket. They then lost wickets to James Clarke (3-22) as they pushed to win the game within 30 overs to gain additional bonus points – a target which they failed to achieve.

Leaders York had a walkover against Burn II who could not raise a team.

Division Five

DESPITE 85 from Will Fisher, promotion hopefuls Thorp Arch & Boston Spa lost at Pockington by two wickets.

Fisher was bowled by Elliott Newby (4-26), who in tandem with Jed Vale (4-37) saw TABS crash from 123-3 to 142 all out. Under-18 batman Charlie Wilson (36) led Pock home although TABS shelled five catches in the Pock innings in which John Kitson finished with 4-28.

That defeat saw Pock’s neighbours Yapham tuck into second spot behind South Cave & Brantingham after they won at ten-man Tadcaster Magnet where their leading wicket-taker Dan Edwards took 5-23. Yapham totalled 187-8 thanks to opener Alex Brown’s 63 and 32 by Harry Kendall – both dismissed by Richard Laver who supported Tom Lendhill (3-47). Although Neil Ward made 33 Tad never truly recovered from being 10-3 as Edwards and new recruit Carl Marsden (3-40) bowled them out for 134.
South Cave dominated their game at Thorpe Willoughby II from start to finish. Santosh Bangar, Cave’s leading run-maker for the last two summers, made his first appearance of the season and soon made up for lost time with a quickfire 56. That score was matched by skipper on the day Simon Franks while Phil Burgess notched 44. Andrew Jackson took 3-59 for Thorpe. With Andy McAvoy scoring 43, Thorpe were in reasonable shape at 66-2 to crashed to 92 all out in 31 overs as spinner Richard O’Sullivan claimed his first-ever five-wicket haul. Aided by two Franks’ stumpings he took 5-15 in seven overs while Bangar claimed 3-9 in nine overs.
Drax were too strong for a young Selby II side who were two players light. John Torn (58) and John Joyce (41) saw Drax total 172-6. Although Richard Wright was undefeated with 38, Selby only mustered 102, new-ball bowler Brian Moss taking 2-12 in six overs.

Askham Bryan II lost at Dunnington by 14 runs. The home side were bowled out for 154, Jonathan Andrew scoring 58 and Andrew Milne 39. Ayala Praveen was the pick of the Askham bowlers with 4-48. However, Askham struggled with the bat as they were penned in by accurate bowling and closed on 140-9. Ian Hall top scored with 32 whole Neil Porteous took 3-34 for Dunnington.

Malton & Old Malton II’s game against Stockton & Hopgrove II was washed out. 

Press performance of the Week

The experienced John Patrick (7-22) led North Duffield’s rout of Goole Town in division three

