WEEK 3

Saturday and Snday, May 11 and 2

Division One

IN-FORM Giles Smith hit his third successive century as unbeaten Stockton & Hopgrove recorded a rare win at Bishopthorpe to claim joint top spot in the first division.
The 19-year-old, in his second appearance of the season, hit 131 not out, having scored an unbeaten 131 against Burn the previous week. That followed his 116 against Wheldrake in the final game of last season.

Smith, who clattered 11 sixes and 10 fours, shared a stand of 120 with Richard Kerrison (71) as Stockton piled up 257-6 against Bish, who rued putting down several catchable chances.

The Bishops were bowled out for 122 - Dan Fairclough (7-27) taking out the top seven batsmen. It could have been worse for the home side who were reduced to 61-8 but tailender Matthew Riley pushed them on to respectability.
Stockton share top spot with champions North Cave, who thumped Hemingbrough, and Ovington, who fought back to beat Fulfordgate.

Hemingbrough, missing five regulars, were put in their place by Cave despite making a decent 177-5. Matt Milburn scored 52, Gary Wilson, in his first game of the season, was still there at the end on 45, sharing a good stand of 65 with Toby Bodycombe (24no) after Damien Sharpe was out for 33. Cave cruised to victory with James Windeatt making 83 not out which contained 13 boundaries and three maximums. After opener Mike Stellings was out for 34, Windeatt joined anchor man John Backhouse (49no) in an unbroken partnership of 111 to ease Cave to victory.

Ovington twice had to fightback against Fulfordgate before securing a 22-run victory. Batting first, Ovington slid to 46-5 against Alan Baldock (3-39) and Max Henderson (2-57) but recovered to close on 201 thanks to hard-hitting Steve Tremayne (69) and Craig Nicholl (57). Liam Hancey (70) and Alan Baldock (69) put Gate in control with a second-wicket partnership of 128, but once they were parted Ovington rolled up the rest in quick order. Craig Nicholl finished with 3-36 and Barry Steel 3-45.
Despite a classy 62 from Jamie Bingle, Burn fell to a home defeat against Kelfield. Neil Atkinson batted in to the 40th over for his 52, supported by Sam Dunn’s 42, as Kelfield took tea on 200-7. Ashley Abbott was Burn’s best performer with the ball, taking 3-35.

Burn looked comfortable while Bingle was at the crease but after he was out Kelfield applied the pressure and the home side fell short on 193-8. Chris Walker took 3-27 for Kelfield.

Like Bingle, Adrian Stipetic was another player starring in defeat, his half-century and 4-66 not enough to prevent Askham Bryan’s defeat at Hirst Courtney. The home team made a solid start with openers Phil Alford (31) and Tony Hinch (30) putting on 79 in 17 overs. That provided the platform for Craig Lawson (48) and Gareth Knbight (35no) to push Hirst to 197 all out. John Latham matched Stipetic’s four-wicket haul with 4-30. Askham tottered to 35-3 before Stipetic (50) revived their fortunes, but when he was out at the mid-point of the innings, the Askham challenge faded.
Division Two

THIRTEEN-year-old Ryan Whitley was the match-winner for Heworth in only his third senior game.
He removed both Selby’s top scorers – Tom Sherwood (59) and Ed Oliver (54) – as well as producing a superb 40-yard throw to instigate the crucial run out of Aiden Pearce (36). Late hitting by Steve Sherwood (37no) lifted Selby to 224-7 by tea after Heworth’s premier bowler, Dave Baker, needed hospital treatment for a badly cut finger.

Heworth’s response lost its way after Graham Hogben (85) and Joel Johnson (36) were dismissed. With the score on 180, Paul Whitley became Dave Brunyard’s fourth victim and when two more wickets fell, Heworth’s position looked pretty hopeless. The Elm Park Way side needed 30 off the final three overs with Whitley junior and another teenager, Liam Jackson, at the crease. They managed it thanks to young Whitley’s unbeaten 24 not out from 12 deliveries and a valuable 21 not out from Jackson.
The run-fest at Elm Park Way was in contrast to the bowler-friendly rain-affected wicket at Wheldrake where Westow won with surprising ease after being bowled out for 103. Westow never got goining against Martin Lambert (3-14) and Les Fearn (2-11 in seven overs), the pair aided by three dismissals behind the stumps by Sam Mitchell.

Teenage left-arm seamer Jamie Smith (2-9) ripped out the early batsmen, Andy Phillips grabbed 2-11 and Mark Earle (3-16) mopped up eight-man Wheldrake’s tail. Wheldrake expected to be up to full strength soon when a number of their players return home from university.
Craig Patrick took four wicketsto see North Duffield to victory against Thorpe Willoughby. James Knibb (44) and Paul Pemberton (42no) took Duffield to 170-7, Dave Watson bowling an ecomonical 11 overs for his 3-25.
Thorpe nosedived to 15-3 but were rallied by Ross Powell (41) and Saleem Hussain (34) before Hussain was stumped and Powell bowled three balls later as Patrick finished with figures of 11-3-24-4.

Ben Johnson’s game with Clifton Alliance was reduced to 30 overs each after rain and neither side’s batsmen mastered the conditions. Josh Bean took 4-13 from six overs as BJ’s managed 103-7, Steve Wragg top scoring with 33 not out. Alliance also found it hard work at 39-3 but were seen over the line by Matt Mellor (26no) and Lewis Clark (22no).

Thixendale’s home game with York RI became the first fixture to fall to the weather this season, rain preventing any play.

Division Three

UNBEATEN leaders Copmanthorpe bowled out South Cave & Brantingham for 51 with Neil Brooks taking 5-3 from 17 deliveries – none of those conceded runs coming off the bat - after Neil Dea 4-11 did the early damage. Jack Gorbutt (3-13) made Cave fight for early runs after they slide to 20-3 and watchful Cop needed 30 overs to reach their modest target without any further loss.
Andrew Jacques (49no) and Nathan Preston (4-28) shone as Acomb won by four wickets at Stillingfleet. Jonny Wright, the Stillingfleet opener hit the second ball of the innings for six, but injudicious shot selection saw them crash to 30-6, Preston doing most of the damage. A solid 38 by Mike Neilson prevented total collapse as Acomb needed 22 overs to capture the remaining four wickets.
Melbourne v Ovington II was another low-scoring game on a wicket of variable bounce. Ovington were hustled out for 78, Harry Collins taking 3-13 and Brian Underwood 3-16.

Melbourne had to graft for their five-wicket win with Brian Svenson and Karl Walker taking a couple of wickets each.

Malton & Old Malton held their nerve to edge a last-over victory at Goole Town on Sunday. A thrilling game went right down to the wire but the Gannock side held on to win thanks to a match-winning haul of 6-33 by George Ullyott.

Malton posted 168-7, dominated by a stand of 85 between Steve Varey (55no) and skipper Ryan Harland (41). That didn’t look as though it was going to be enough with Goole captain Jason Greaves in full flow, but when he fell to Oliver Varey (3-31) for 75, Malton got back in the game as Ullyott ripped through the lower and middle ranks.

It all boiled down to the last over with Goole needing 11 to win, but Malt kept cool to hold to for victory by a four-run margin.

Division Four 
ACCURATE spin bowling by Heworth II’s Perwez Akhter (6-40) restricted Burton Salmon to 134-8 but it was still not enough to earn his side 30 points.

Salmon had progressed to 52 without loss on a tricky pitch before Akhter took the next six wickets, Salmon finishing on 134-8 with the help of 37 extras. Heworth looked in control at 108-3 but once Rod Moorcroft fell for 31, wickets fell at an alarming rate as Michael Parkin finished with 5-29. 
Mike Dale (87no) and Graham Davies (36) guided Bishopthorpe II to a six-wicket victory at Stockton & Hopgrove II whose Peter Fairclough (41) and Rich Horseman (31) were top scorers in 153-8. Jamie Mackie grabbed 5-44 for Bish whose catching was exemplary.

Cameron Blair made the most of being dropped three times in single figures to score 71 in Yapham’s total of 144 against Stamford Bridge. Blair, in his second appearance, scored his maiden half-century, striking 11 boundaries and a six before being bowled by Des Healey (3-22). With skipper Carl Marsden contributing 32, Yapham, who included seven juniors in their line-up, did well to total 144.

Yapham then used nine bowlers but found Bridge’s batting line-up too strong with Stuart Fraser (40no), Neil Porteus (38) and Dave Quick (32) earning a four –wicket win.

Askham Bryan II emerged victorious by 28 runs from their game with Heingbrough II at Pocklington. Hari Prasash (39) and Malik (33no) top scored at Askham made 150-6, Rob Ellis and Granville North taking two wickets apiece. Rob Peet led Hemingbrough’s counter-attack with a career-best 44, but Prasath (4-39) and Patchoi (3-32) saw Hemingbrough bowled out for 122.
Dunnington had a walkover against Burn II.

Division Five

Malton & Old Malton II’s 72-run triumph over Woodhouse Grange made it a great weekend for the club’s Vale sides.

In a game reduced to 30 overs a side because of rain, Malton totalled 134-9 thanks to Chris Bingham (34), Nick Lock (33) and Keiran Windress (25). There were three run outs in the innings in Malton’s pursuit of quick runs. The shining lights for Grange were 13-year-old Rebecca Ainley who took 3-14 – her first wickets in senior cricket – and Stuart Wright (2-25), who found himself on a hat-trick. 

Left-arm seamer Lock then tore through the young Grange ranks with figures of 5.4-2-6-5, supported by Windress’ 3-9 from six overs.

Hirst Courtney won by three wickets at Selby II whose skipper Mel Neary (27) was their leading batsman in a total of 118-7 which was boosted by 34 extras. Keith Hinchcliffe took 4-30 for Hirst, whose own winning total was boosted by 48 extras and an unbeaten 27 by Steve Hinch. Mick Bell took 3-38 for Selby.

The interesting fixture between Thorp Arch & Boston Spa’s teams did not go ahead as the second team conceded the fixture.
Press Performance of the Week

Giles Smith (Stockton & Hopgrove) was unlucky not to win last week’s award with a century but gets it this time with an unbeaten131 at Bishopthorpe in division one

