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A Member of the Fellside Group of Parishes
Something a bit different on the cover this month: Snowdrops, bringing the promise of Spring
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Principal Lectionary Readings for March 2014
(Read at 8-30 and 11am Eucharist.) 
	Lesson 1
	Lesson 2
	Gospel

	2nd March, Last before Lent  

	Exodus 24.12-end
	2 Peter 1. 16-end
	Matthew 17. 1-9

	Andy Mellor
	Hilda Pickles
	

	9th March, Lent 1

	Genesis 2. 15-17,3. 1-7
	Romans 5.12 -19
	Matthew 4. 1-11

	Helen Sant
	Jane Sims
	

	16th March, Lent 2 

	Genesis 12. 1-4a
	Romans 4. 1-5,13-17
	John 3.1-17

	Dean Warren
	Eryl Askew
	

	23rd March, Lent 3

	Exodus 17.1-7
	Romans 5.1-11
	John 4.5-42

	Rebecca Birkby
	Alison Cottam
	

	30th March, Lent 4, Mothering Sunday 

	Exodus 2. 1-10
	2 Cor. 1. 3-7
	Luke 2.33-35

	Lindsey Hornsby
	
	


**Indicates that alternative readings are available for that date and may be chosen
	Lay Rota

	Mar 
	Intercessions
	Chalice assistant
	Sunday Club

	2
	Lindy King
	Andy Mellor

Andrea Mellor
	Jane Sims, Nicola Taylor

Sam Warren

	9
	Elaine Duckett
	Rebecca Ingram

James Hide
	Dean Warren, Jane Williamson

Kate Hardman

	16
	Linda Christopherson
	Elaine Duckett

Rodney Swarbrick
	Karen Hodgson, Glenn Ingram

Lindy King

	23
	Leslie Sumner
	Catherine Fish

Glenn Ingram
	Helen Littlehales, 
Jenny Littlehales, Jackie Parker

	30
	Eileen Roberts
	Linda Christopherson

Rebecca Ingram
	Jane Sims Nicola Taylor 

Dean Warren


	Side person’s Rota (and Chalice at 8.30am service) 

	Mar 
	8-30am                 
	11am    
	6-30 pm

	2
	R Dewhurst, D Maddocks
	Bill Huck, Rebecca Ingram
	

	9
	I Pinder, Sian Elcomb
	Sheridan Keane, Isabel Kings
	Bill Watson

	16
	S. Smith, Maureen Rooney
	Andrea Mellor, Andy Mellor
	

	23
	E Shepherd, Sian Elcomb
	Ryan King, Bill Watson
	

	30
	S. Elcomb
	Jade Kirkham, Freda Parker
	


Coffee at 11am Service – Mar      
	2
	9
	16
	23
	30

	Eileen Shepherd 
Freda Parker

Ann Langtree
	Zoe Shepherd

Leslie Sumner
Dianna Swarbrick
	Bessie Watson
Alan & Pauline Wheatley
	Rebecca Birkby

Elsie Clark
Linda Christopherson
	Sue Darlington

Jean Ewart
Elaine Duckett  


A Letter from the Team Vicar

Dear Friends,

At this week’s mid-week communion I was shown a Mother’s Union document encouraging members to respond to the Government’s current review of civil partnerships, following the passing of the Marriage (Same Sex) Act last year. This questions what the future of civil partnerships should be once same sex marriages begin. It prompted me to reflect on how we might think about these issues from a Christian perspective as there is a wide range of such views. 

The law is a reality which, like it or not, we will have to live with as a society unless it is at some future date repealed. The legal content of civil partnerships and marriage, apart from the gender of those to whom civil partnerships are available, are for all intents and purposes identical. While the traditional Christian view of marriage is that of a man and woman living in a covenant relationship before God, which is also formally recognised by the state, the new Act opens up civil marriage to same sex couples. An important question for the church and us as individual Christians is how should we respond to homosexual couples, people who themselves may be faithful Christian folk, who want their marriage or their civil partnership blessed by God?

Traditionalist Christians take the Bible as their guide, both in its support of heterosexual marriage, and in its condemnation of homosexuality in Leviticus and by Paul – though there is much debate about whether this is a condemnation of people who are homosexual or of homosexual acts. From this perspective homosexuality and/or its expression is sinful and therefore the church cannot be seen to support it, including not blessing civil partnerships or same sex marriages. This has the benefit of being clear, historically grounded and maintaining the tradition, but risks being significantly disengaged.

Other Christians would support the blessing of same sex marriages, doing so by asking us to re-read the Bible with a more nuanced understanding of the nature of sexuality and recognising that in the past the church has often significantly re-read scripture as we have developed our understanding of humanity and the world. One such issue would be the prohibition on the remarriage of divorcees in church because of Jesus’ comments about divorce. This has changed in most churches with the recognition that divorce cannot be seen as an unforgivable sin. Another example would be that of slavery which was an entirely acceptable part of biblical social structure, Old and New Testament. To get the Anti-Slavery Acts through Parliament, Wilberforce had to get Christians to re-read their Bible from first principles. If all people are made in the image of God, then how can one person treat another as a slave?  

Christians who support civil partnerships or same sex marriage would argue that, in the light of a more informed understanding of the construction of homosexual identity, and heterosexual identity for that matter, accepting that those who are homosexual are also made in the image of God means that as a church we should take seriously their desire to seek God’s blessing for them as much as for any other marriage.

Is making such a change legitimate? Some would say ‘Yes’, some would say ‘No’. How do we make a judgement? When the early church was confronted with Christians who came from non-Jewish backgrounds, many in the church didn’t want them to be allowed to join unless they became Jews first. God had other ideas. He sent Peter to the home of Cornelius (Acts 10 & 11) where God gave Cornelius’ family a Pentecost experience. Peter later justified baptising them by saying ‘who was I to stand in the way of God?’ Sometimes God does new things, or we recognise a bigger perspective in what he was always doing – but that’s not always the case.  Is this one of those times, or are such ideas badly adrift? We have to make up our own minds about that.

The Bible is very clear that marriage relationships should be loving, faithful, committed, life-long, life-enhancing, covenant relationships which are not abusive, manipulative, exploitative, promiscuous or violent. Opinions diverge about whether those terms can apply to homosexual marriage, but if they can, then those in favour would suggest that the church should support couples making this commitment whatever their sexuality. Others would disagree.

Where all that leaves us as the changes to the law come into effect is something we can engage with or ignore. If we choose to engage with it, whether we agree or disagree, then it’s important to think through how our response connects with our Christian faith, hence this pondering of a range of ideas – sorry it’s been longer than usual! Answers don’t come easily because so many influences come to bear from our gut instincts, to carefully thought through ideas; from our own thinking to that of those around us. It would be improper of me to tell you what to think, but I would encourage you to join with me in pondering these issues.
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Revd. Stephen Cooper
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A Letter from the Rector

Dear Friends,


March we used to say comes in like a lion and goes out like a lamb.  Who knows this year whether that will be true or not. The weather is unpredictable and fuels many of our conversations: But one thing will be certain, the days will lengthen and signs of spring will appear, snowdrop, crocus, daffodils, new life will come shining through.

“I tell you the truth, “said Jesus, ”unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single grain. But if it dies, it produces many seeds” John 12:24.

In the cycle of the Christian year, as the days lengthen we follow the pilgrimage which Lent affords being challenged to die to ourselves to live to God. But it is this time of self denial, this dying to ourselves, which will bring us to truly experience the joys of Easter Day. Unless we come to the cross of Calvary we cannot come to the empty tomb and know that Christ is risen.

There is a beautiful hymn which we sing occasionally (mainly at evensong) which reminds us that Jesus died for our sins:




My faith looks up to thee,




Thou Lamb of Calvary,




Saviour divine!




Now hear me while I pray,




Take all my guilt away,




O let me from this day 




Be wholly thine.

What a rich resource of spiritual poetry we can find in our hymn books! It is worth giving many of our hymns more attention and using them as a spiritual companions. In particular I commend to you for Lent a verse from John Keble’s hymn:




”New every morning is the love......”





“If on our daily course our mind




Be set to hallow all we find,




New treasures still of countless price,




God will provide for sacrifice.”

If on our Lenten journey we can revere everything and everyone around us then as Keble would have said, we are on a road which will  “ bring us daily nearer God”

Yours sincerely, Jeff.
Mothers Union News March 2014
The annual birthday party was held on February 6 in the village hall when we welcomed guests from Barton, Chipping, Churchtown, Garstang and Whitechapel.  Over 100 guests and friends attended and enjoyed a hot supper, a choice of fish or cottage pie, and plenty delicious sweets, all prepared and provided by our members.  We were then entertained by Preston City Choir, a group of singers from Preston Minster.  A thoroughly enjoyable evening, many thanks to all who helped in any way.

	Mar 6
	Meeting at 7.30 in the village hall.  This is the AGM which will be followed by a talk from Lucy Leeming about Marie Curie Cancer Care.   Please remember to bring any unwanted gifts to be donated child carers so they will be able to give a Mother’s Day Gift.

	Mar 28
	Ministry of welcome at Blackburn Cathedral

	Apr 3
	Meeting at 7.30 pm in the village hall.  Margaret Molloy will be telling us about “Quilting and Patchwork”


COFFEE IN CHURCH. First Sunday in month

(1pint of hot milk in flask)

March      Mrs E Shepherd  Mrs F Parker  Mrs A Langtree

April         Mrs M Rooney  Mrs J Williamson  Mrs B Watson

MONTHLY MEETING TEA ROTA

(7.15 PM please)

March     Mrs I Kings  Mrs S Smith  Mrs C Kennedy

April        Mrs C Fish  Mrs S Kilroy  Mrs R Ingram

OBLATIONS First Sunday in month

March     Mrs F Parker  Mrs E Shepherd

April        Mrs M Ward  Mrs E Duckett

AWAY FROM IT ALL CARAVAN HOLIDAYS

Sometimes the families who need a break are those least able to take one.  This is where the Mother’s Union can help and has been helping families, couples and individuals for some years.  Our caravan accommodates up to six and is fully serviced.  Please see our leaflet in the church porch and/or contact Maureen Rooney on 01772 860636 for more details.

March Bible Readings
During Lent we journey with Jesus. We go with him into the desert as he begins his ministry. We walk with him towards Jerusalem, where his love faces its ultimate test. Journeying with him, we discover more about ourselves and our relationship with God in him. If these Readings would help your Lenten journey, please make use of them. 

March 1st 
David (Bp Menevia, Patron St of Wales, c601)
Psalm 84

I love the sense of longing for God that goes to the very depths of the Psalmist’s soul with which this Psalm opens. Somehow we are incomplete unless we explore the heights, the depth, the full range of both our humanity and our relationship with God.

March 2nd
SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE  LENT (Quinquagesima)

Exodus 24.12-18
         2 Peter 1.16-21
Matthew 17.1-9

Moses receives the 10 Commandments that define and shape the relationship of God with his people. Jesus goes to the mountain top to meet with Moses and Elijah as he prepares for Jerusalem and for God’s love revealed in all its glory on the cross. 
March 3rd 

Psalm 82
The 10 Commandments set a relationship with God based in his love and in justice, which some define as love in action in the public sphere. John later writes, ‘if we do not our brother whom we have seen, how can we love God whom we have not seen? 

March 4th 

Psalm 89
Sometimes, particularly when the going gets tough, it is good to be reminded of God’s faithfulness to his people despite their frequent unfaithfulness. God is always there for us, looked for or not; recognised or not; followed or not. God never gives up on us. 
March 5th 
ASH  WEDNESDAY

Joel 2.1-2,12-17              2 Corinthians 5.20-6.10
John 8.1-11

‘Rend your hearts and not your garments’ says the prophet Joel. It’s a good thought for the beginning of Lent. The outward show of religiosity does not matter, it’s where our heart are with God that counts. Jesus’ dealing with the woman caught in adultery reminds us that God is more interested where we are going than where we’ve been.

March 6th 

Luke 9.22-25

‘If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let them renounce themselves, take up their cross and follow me.’ This puts the challenge of Lent front and centre. The symbol of torture and death become the symbol of self-giving love.
March 7th 
Perpetua, Felicity etc  (Martyrs, 203)
Matthew 9.14-15

‘There is a time to be born and a time to die ..... a time for mourning and a time for dancing’, said the writer of Ecclesiastes. Jesus understood this. In the face of the world’s evil we need to recognise and celebrate what is good and godly.

March 8th 
Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy (Pr. & Poet)
Luke 5.27-32

Like ‘Woodbine Willie’, the WW1 army Chaplain, Jesus was to be found not with the respectable, not with the ‘honourables’ and the officers, but with the marginal people, those  pushed to the edge of polite society and beyond. He brought them hope and life.
March 9th 
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
Genesis 2.15-17, 3.1-7             Romans 5.12-19
Matthew 4.1-11

Adam and Eve’s choice to do things their way, not God’s – to usurp God’s place by pursuing their own light and wisdom – is part of our human identity. The desire to be the centre of the universe, to take control, lies at the core of Jesus’ temptations and ours. 

March 10th 

Matthew 25.31-46

Jesus’ parable is often seen as being about God’s judgement , and it undoubtedly is; but it is just as much about where we find God. ‘For as much as you did it to the least of these, you did it to me.’ It is in the face of friend and stranger that we meet him. 

March 11th 

Matthew 6.7-15

A prayer? A framework for prayer? Or maybe it is that the work of making God’s Kingdom present in a hostile world is, or at least should be, the focus of life which is prayer. Probably it is all of these things. Something to recite like a talisman? Well .......

March 12th 
Ember Day (Prayer for Vocations)
Luke 11.29-32

Just another miracle, it’s all the people wanted, as if a miracle would transform and renew their lives, or the world. Another miracle in the way asked was not much different to today’s celebrity culture – all froth and bubbles. Transformation, that’s quite different.

March 13th 

Matthew 7.7-12

Ask ...... search ...... keep on knocking at that door – persistence and faithfulness are important spiritual virtues. Does persistence change God’s mind? I doubt it, rather it gives us time to tune into what is truly good in the situation – not just what we want.  

March 14th 
Ember Day (Prayer for Vocations)
Matthew 5.20-26

‘If you come to the altar and remember your brother has something against you, leave your offering at the altar, go and be reconciled with your brother, then come and worship.’ Forgiveness and reconciliation, lie at the heart of Jesus’ message. 

March 15th 
Ember Day (Prayer for Vocations)
Matthew 5.43-48

How many interviewee or commentators encourages an ‘eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth’ thinking. Jesus says ‘love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.’ The challenge to the world’s ways of doing things, is very telling. 

March 16th
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT   
Genesis 12.1-4 
              Romans 4.1-5, 13-17
John 3.1-17

‘For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world but so that, through him, the world might be saved.’ So often the church’s is seen as saying ‘No’. Jesus taught and demonstrated God who is rather more concerned about what we could be.

March 17th
Patrick (Bp, Missionary, Patron of Ireland, 460)
Luke 6.36-38

‘Be compassionate as your Father is compassionate. Do not judge and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned......’ ‘Give and there will be gifts for you: full measure, pressed down, overflowing ....’ How to live reflecting God!

March 18th 
Cyril (Bp Jerusalem, Teacher, 386)
Matthew 23.1-12

Jesus’ criticized the Pharisees’ for being so concerned for the minutiae of the practice of the Jewish Law that they miss the point of it. The Law was meant to be life-giving, but the Pharisees had made it a straight-jacket that snuffed out people’s spiritual life

March 19th 
Joseph of Nazareth
Matthew 1.18-25

It’s easy to focus on Mary as Theotokos, the God-bearer. Joseph, Jesus’ step-dad, is a much more shadowy figure, only appearing in Jesus’ birth and childhood narratives. No doubt he was much more significant than this in helping shape Jesus’ early life.

.
March 20th 
Cuthbert (Bp Lindisfarne & Missionary, 687)
Luke 16.19-31

Death came to us all. The tale of Lazarus and the poor man, traditionally known as Dives, turns so many things about our expectations. Jesus reminds us that we already know all we need to know about how to get things right for this life and for eternity. 

March 21st
Thomas Cranmer (A-Bp Canterbury, 1556)
Matthew 21.33-46

Jesus’ parable of the tenants who usurp the owner’s rights in the vineyard, while being directed at the Jewish religious leaders, is equally applicable any person or system setting themselves up in God’s place. An interesting re-telling of Adam and Eve’s story.

March 22nd 

Luke 15.1-3, 11-32

We have an inheritance as the children of God. It is as much part of us as our DNA. It is so easy to throw it all away. The good news is that whatever we do, God is always on the look-out, ready to run down the road to meet us as we tentatively return to him.

March 23rd 
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
Exodus 17.1-7
      Romans 5.1-11
John 4.5-42

His temple..... your shrine.... my church.... The argument between Jew and Samaritan was about where was the right place to worship God. It’s just another way of trying to control him, but Jesus says ‘true worshippers will worship in Spirit and in truth’.  

March 24th 
Oscar Romero (ABp Salvador, Martyr, 1980)
Luke 4.24-30

Sometimes that with which we are familiar; what we expect; our preconceptions are so dominant that we can’t see the reality of what confronts us when we meet God. It is not just the people of Nazareth who struggle to recognize Jesus for who he is.                                                                                                                                             

March 25th 
THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Isaiah 7.10-14 
Hebrews 10.4-10
Luke 1.26-38

Mary is the prototypical disciple. She’s open to God and what he is doing; she responds faithfully to his call, following where he leads; she points people to Jesus, by her example leading people to him: ‘let it be to me according to your word’.

March 26th 
Harriet Monsell (Community St John Baptist)
Matthew 5.17-19

Jesus seems to be setting us up for a fall. How can anyone live up to that perfection? It’s clear elsewhere that though the Pharisees tried, they were judged as failing. It seems to me that it is the spirit of the Law the Jesus looked for, not the letter of it.
March 27th 

Luke 11.14-23

The Jewish leaders were so sure of their understanding of God, of what he would do and how he would do it, that they couldn’t cope with God chose to work through Jesus in very different ways: ‘the Kingdom of God has caught you unawares’. 

March 28th 

Mark 12.28-34

‘Love the Lord you God with all your heart, mind, soul and strength, and love your neighbour as yourself’.  With there being no limits to love, these positive commands leave none of the get-out-clauses that human nature loves so much.  

March 29th 

Luke 18.9-14

‘God, have mercy on me a sinner’. A relationship with God must start with honesty. If I can’t be honest with God about myself, my faults, failings and limitations, as well as the good God has grown in me, then there is nowhere for my relationship with him to go. 

March 30th 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT (Mothering Sunday)
Exodus 2.1-10    
    Colossians 3.12-17
Luke 2.33-35

Into the centre of Mary and Joseph’s excitement at the birth of Jesus, Simeon not only adds his confirmation the God is going to be doing something of eternal importance in and through their child, but he also drops the bombshell, that ‘a sword will pierce your own soul too’. From the beginning Jesus’ destiny is set. Mary ponders .............

March 31st 
John Donne (Priest & Poet, 1631)
John 4.43-54

There are only 7 signs (or miracles) in John’s Gospel ranging from changing water into wine at the wedding at Cana, to raising Lazarus from the dead. They are a progressive demonstration of Jesus’ power, revealing something of his identity. This is number two. 

Pint (or even a G&T) & Ponder
Because of the Lent Evening Groups (which we would hope you would join) Pint & Ponder will not be meeting in March or April.

Happy Birthday!
For Father Nicholas's 60th birthday, the congregation at St Mary's decided to give him a present of a new suit. Father Nicholas was so moved by the gift that the following Sunday he stood before everyone and began his homily with a tear in his eye, 'Today I am preaching to you in my birthday suit

Carry on Vicar!
The vicar was making an appeal for more help with the Sunday School: “At the moment I’m just carrying on with a couple of single ladies!”
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Prayer Corners

Each church in the Fellside Team has a Prayer Corner where you can write down and leave a prayer request. Those reading it will join you in your prayer. These prayers are also offered as part of our Sunday worship.
Prayer Cards

If you are visiting someone who is sick, housebound or in hospital, why not take a Prayer Card for them. You’ll find them in a rack at the back of church.

Prayer Chain 

For urgent prayer requests, please call:

Barton:
Alma Hort
01772 864677


Brenda Knowles
01772 690319

Bilsborrow:
Val Eland
01772 724963


David Hodgkinson
01995 603641

Bleasdale:
Betty Berry
01995 602041


Mary Beswick
01995 605628

Goosnargh:
Linda Christopherson
01995 640041


David Maddocks
01772 865459

Whitechapel:
Barbara Scambler
01772 783925


Mary Curwen
01995 603644

Daily Prayer

A reminder that Daily Prayer takes place each weekday around the Team, and that you are welcome to join us. It is at 7.45am as follows:

Monday
Bleasdale

Tuesday
Bilsborrow

Wednesday
Goosnargh

Thursday
Barton

Friday

Whitechapel
[image: image5.jpg]



Fellside Team Youth Club

Sun 9th March: Pancakes at Oliverson’s

Sun 23rd March: 10.45am WaterAid Cake Sale

at St Lawrence, Barton 

If you have filled the WaterAid Collection Bottle given out at the Youth Service in November, please return it to Rev’d Stephen Cooper or a member of the Youth Club. 

Brock Valley Churches Together Events 2014

BVCT are planning to join the Stations of the Cross walk at Bleasdale on Good Friday, 18th April. We will be meeting at 9.00am for a 9.30am departure. The walk is followed by a Jacob’s Join lunch in the Village Hall before we go to our separate afternoon services.

For your diary, we are also planning:

· Sat 7th June
Cartmell Priory Pilgrimage with walk and lunch 

· Fri 10th Oct
BVCT Ceilidh at Claughton Village Hall

Pub Games

After a break of a year the popular Pub Games evening returned in January. Although competing with other events there was a good attendance.  Home made wines and beers were sampled and the evening enjoyed by all present.
Winners were: - 

Best beer: Nik Birkby.

Best wine: Dave Christopherson.

The trophy for Games events went to the two man team of

Nik Birkby and Paul Standring.

The next event for men will be The Bowls evening to be held in summer. Watch this space!!

Lent Spirituality Groups
This year we have planned two different types of Lent Spirituality Groups which you are invited to join. 
Lent Lunches will take place at St Mary’s, Goosnargh, on each Friday in Lent. There will be a period of reflection and prayer as well as a mug of soup. You are invited to bring a donation of tinned or dried food for the Preston Food Bank. We will meet at 12.00 noon for about 30 minutes. Our themes will be:
Fri 7th March
Poverty and the Food Bank

Fri 14th March
Conflict and reconciliation

Fri 21st March
Temptation

Fri 28th March
Parish Mission

Fri 4th April
Vocation

Fri 11th April
Death and resurrection

Lent Evening Groups will meet at St James, Whitechapel, on the Wednesdays of Lent following Ash Wednesday. We will be reflection on characters in the recent film Les Misérables, a story deeply woven through with the theme of redemption, as the basis of our discussions. We will meet at 7.30pm.
Wed 12th March
Fantine and Cosette

Wed 19th March
The Bishop of Dignes

Wed 26th March
Jean Valjean

Wed 2nd April
Javert

Wed 9th April
Redemption and salvation

For those who have not seen the film, or want a reminder of it, we will be showing the whole film at St James instead of Goosnargh Evensong on Sunday 9th March. There will be a sign up list at the back of each church for a copy of the accompanying book (£5.99)

RIP

May Payne, grandmother of Ian Payne and his sister Susan, died suddenly in Blackburn Infirmary on 15th February aged 93.  May with her late husband Bill was a former resident of the village and loyal church member.

The funeral service was held at Accrington crematorium on February 21st.
March Diary
	Mon 3rd March
	7-30 pm
	June Baker Singers in Church

	Wed 5th
	9am
	Ash Wednesday – School Communion

	Wed 5th
	1pm
	Worship group meet at Bluegates

	Wed 5th
	7-30 pm
	Holy Communion  for Ash Wednesday

	Thurs 6th
	7-30 pm
	Mother’s Union meet in Village Hall

	Sun 9th
	11am
	Parish Eucharist with Holy Baptism- (Swarbrick)

	Sun 9th
	12-15 pm
	PCC meet in Church

	Sun 9th
	3 pm
	Fellside Youth Group – Pancakes at Oliverson’s

	Sun 9th
	6-30 pm
	“Les Misérable’s” film at Whitechapel

	Wed 12th
	7-30 pm
	Lent Study group week 1 at Whitechapel

	Fri  14th
	12 noon
	Lent lunch in Church

	Tues 18th
	1-15 pm
	Community lunch in School

	Wed 19th
	7-30 pm
	Lent Study group week 2 at Whitechapel

	Thurs 20th
	7-30 pm
	Fellside Team Council meet at Goosnargh

	Fri  21st
	12 noon
	Lent lunch in Church

	Sun 23rd
	11am
	Parish Eucharist with Holy Baptism- (Wrigley)

	Sun 23rd
	10-45am
	Fellside Youth Group-Cake sale at Barton

	Wed 26th
	7-30 pm
	Lent Study group week 3 

	Fri 28th
	12noon
	Lent lunch in Church

	Sun 30th
	11am
	All age Eucharist for Mothering Sunday


Further Ahead

	Wed 2nd April
	7-30 pm
	Lent Study group week 4 

	Fri 4th
	12noon
	Lent lunch in Church

	Wed 9th
	7-30 pm
	Lent Study group week 5

	WED 9th
	7-30 pm
	ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING IN CHURCH

	Fri 11th
	12noon
	Lent lunch in Church

	Sunday 13th
	11am
	Palm Sunday Eucharist

	Monday  11th
	7-30 pm
	Holy week pilgrimage Goosnargh-

	Thursday 17th
	7-30 pm
	Maunday Thursday service

	Fri 18th
	9-30 am
	Stations of Cross at Bleasdale

	SUN 20TH
	11 AM
	PARISH EUCHARIST ON EASTER DAY

	Thurs 24th 
	9am
	School Communion in Church

	Tues 29th
	1-15 pm
	Community lunch in SChool


Pastoral Report

We seem to be blamed for everything at the moment. We are too old and draw too much pension. We live longer and so cancer risk is higher. We need help in our homes and there are not enough helpers. I could go on but won’t. How many times must I hear, “the church is for the young, and “All age services are directed at the Sunday schools?”.

Pastoral care is being like a shepherd looking after their flock and it is no new invention. King Alfred the Great (or cake burner) wrote a letter to his Bishops urging them to care for the vulnerable. However we are living in today’s world and there are not enough clergy to cope with the sick and the elderly. We have much to offer in experience and wisdom.

This Lent try and be different, don’t give up something, invite an older person for coffee. Have a coffee Morning, not to raise money but to offer friendship to people who could otherwise be lonely.

Happy times,






 Delphine. 
Annual Vestry and Parochial Church Meeting

This will take place in church at 7.30pm on Wednesday 9th April. Please put it in your diary. Our Churchwardens are elected at the Annual Vestry Meeting, and  Joe Birkby has said he is intending to stand down this year, so in addition to thanking him for all he has done in this role, we need to consider and pray about who might replace him. 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting is where we will receive reports on the different aspect to the life and ministry of St Mary’s during the last year. We also will approve our accounts and elect new members of the PCC. The term of Office of those who were elected in 2011 comes to an end this year. They are Alisdair Mackie, Bill Huck, Bessie Watson and Bill Watson. They have given a great deal to the church over the last 3 years and they deserve our thanks. Please give some thought and prayer about who might take on these important roles in the life of our church. 

Due to increase work commitments Glenn Ingram needs to stand down as Treasurer. Two other vacancies that need to be filled are those of Gift Aid Officer, which Jim Standring has been fulfilling for many years, and Free Will Offering Envelope Recorder which Bessie Watson has been doing for even longer. They have both decided to stand down, but are happy to show the ropes to those taking on the roles. We owe them a great debt of gratitude for all that they have been doing quietly behind the scenes. Again consideration and prayer about who might take on these important roles is important. Maybe it’s time for a new generation to be taking on some of these vacancies.

Ministry Team
Team Rector: -
Revd. Jeff Finch

01995 640269

Team Vicar: -

Revd. Steve Cooper

01772 865274
Curate: -

Revd. Margaret Sherdley
01772 691101

Reader: -

Delphine Burn


01772 865487



Diane Maguire
Pastoral assistant -


Lay Officers

Churchwardens
Mr. David Maddocks

01772 865459
Mr. Joe Birkby


01772 865521

PCC Secretary

Mrs. Leslie Sumner

01995 640008
PCC Treasurer

Mr. Glenn Ingram
Times of Services

Sunday
8-30 am Said Eucharist

11 am Sung Parish/Family Eucharist 
(Families welcome, Sunday Club for youngsters meets during the service)

6-30 pm 

1st Sunday of month
Evensong at Bilsborrow 6-30 pm


2nd Sunday of month
Evensong at Goosnargh 6-30 pm

4th Sunday of month
Holy Communion, Bilsborrow 6-30 pm


1stand 3rd Sunday, Fellside Youth Group meet in School 5-7pm
Thursday
10 am
Holy Communion (In Bushell House)

Friday
9 am 
Oliverson’s School Worship 

(Last Friday in month during Term time)
Occasional Offices 

For information about the arranging of Baptisms Weddings and Funerals please contact a member of the Ministry Team.
Fellside Website
The Fellside Team website can be found at: www.fellside.btck.co.uk
Gordon File, is now updating this for us. Please contact him to add new information: gordon.file@btinternet.com
�
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MUSIC, MUSIC, MUSIC.


If you love singing or play an instrument!


Want to have some fun!


Please come along and join us





We are starting a group to sing at and play as part of the All Age Service (once/month)





Contact  Jane Wiliamson


0778 722 4657





Saltmine theatre company presents 


Duggie Dug Dug in


NOAH


“A MUSICAL ADVENTURE”


Guaranteed to delight all ages


Coming to Preston Charter Theatre


7pm Friday 9th May 2014


Noah is a god man who believes in God. So when God tells him that there will be a mighty flood and that Nah must build an Ark to save his family, the animals and any one else who believes, that’s exactly what Noah starts to do…………..but there’s no sign of rain. Is a flood really coming? Will the ark ever be ready? Will any one else believe?


This production is being sponsored by Churches in Lancashire including the Fellside Team.


Tickets are likely to be in short supply Watch the weekly pew sheet for further details.








