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Chairperson’s Report

Wednesday 14 September 2011
Well this is my first full year as Chair and I am amazed at what the ‘Friends’ have achieved during the last year.  We have increased the number of members and hopefully we have encouraged a few more to join us this academic year, as a result of the Open Morning for year 2 and general cajoling!  I also think we have become a more cohesive focused group who work really well together and have fun doing it (most of the time)!
We have held various events over the year to raise money, including Children’s Discos, Christmas Fayre, Family fun night, Sponsored football, Easter Egg Hunt, Summer Fete, Sponsored bike ride and Blue Bag Collection.  These were enjoyed by all involved.  This has resulted in a grand total of almost £6,000 over the year.  This is almost £2,500 more than in the previous year. Each year I think we learn a little more.  I think we need to review our successes and other fundraising ideas that have been suggested and explore these further this year.
We also bank-rolled the Year 3 Enterprise Initiative which proved how resourceful our children are and will hopefully go on to be an annual event we support.  As a result of this, money was also donated to charity.  Another charity we have supported is MacMillan with our coffee morning, which was the most successful to date.
I have gained even more insight into what our membership of the NCPTA offers us and think we need to make the most of this and network with other PTA’s for best fundraising ideas and events.

As a result of fundraising this year we have been able to provide: the outdoor classroom between year 3 and 4 corridors, Sports kit for school teams / choir, Table top display systems, Breakfast and support for year 6 prior to SATS, The Life bus to support the PSHE curriculum, Leaver books for year 6 and an Easter tea for the local elderly community.  We now need to agree how to spend the money we have raised to date to support the school this academic year.
Finally, I would like to say a massive thank you to everyone for the immense effort put in this year, from turning up to meetings, purchasing items and setting up events.  Without you none of this would have been possible and you have made my first full year with the ‘Friends’ such a great one.  I would like to say a special thank you to Simon for the immense effort he puts into the ‘Friends’ website and pulling together these meetings and putting up with my inane questions and worries.  I would also like to thank Frank for his unerring ability to persuade his employers to part with goods and for organising a very successful sponsored bike ride singlehandedly.

Kathrin Beckerleg

