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EASTCHURCH, HARTY & ELMLEY

The quiet parish of Eastchurch is surrounded by enjoyable country
walks with some beautiful views across the Swale and to the north
Thames estuary. However it is also steeped in history. Eastchurch
is the home of early aviation. 100 years ago in 1909 Eastchurch
became a leading centre in this Country for the race to fly machines
that were powered and capable of being controlled, not at the
discretion of the wind, but at the will of the pilot of the airplane.

The aerodrome used during those exhilarating and inspiring times
was used in both World Wars. There’s a memorial to all this
opposite the peaceful 14th century church, and it was at nearby
Shurland Hall (that is currently being restored) that Henry VIIII and
Anne Boleyn visited in 1532.

Nearby, Harty is really a separate island, and until comparatively
recently the neighbourhood was known as the “Isles of Sheppey”,
which included the main Island and the smaller ones of Elmley and
Harty. Visiting Harty one cannot but feel the remoteness of the
place in fact the little St. Thomas the Apostle Church has been
described as Kent’s most remote church famous for its annual
Harvest and Flower festival. However, if you thought there was no
wilderness left in the south east, come and have a look at Elmley
Marshes! The RSPB Reserve has windswept salt marshes that are
inhabited by many breeding wetland birds, marsh frogs, insects,
birds of prey and aquatic plants, plus much more and certainly
worth a visit.

RSPB members are free but there is a small charge for non
members. Parking and toilets are available. For more information
call 01795 665969/01634 222480 or log on to the website:
www.rspb.org.uk/reserves

Elmley Bird Reserve
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SHEERNESS

Sheerness is the gateway to the Island by rail and sea. It is the
main shopping and commercial centre.

In the middle of the seventeenth century Sheerness was just an
uninhabited promontory of marshland. That would all change
in 1665 when Charles II decided to construct a fort there for the
defence of the navy anchorage up the Medway, and build an
accompanying dockyard. In the years that followed a small
collection of houses grew up adjacent to the dockyard. This little
collection of dockyard workers” homes would become known
as Blue Town supposedly after the colour of the paint,
originating from dockyard sources that was used to decorate the
buildings’ exteriors. The beginning of the nineteenth century
would witness a total rebuilding of the dockyard on a much
enlarged scale and requiring a greatly increased workforce. This
produced a need for much more housing and, to the east of the
original naval quarter, the modern town of Sheerness began to
grow. The eventual closure in 1960 of the dockyard and
garrison, the main sources of prosperity in Sheerness, was a huge
blow to the town.

The High Street has may local shops as well as several national
companies. The leisure centre and swimming pool, sand pit and
paddling pool are situated by the beach and within easy walking
distance from the bus and train stations

Sheerness Dockyard
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The Isle of Sheppey o

Find out about tours of the Island, local events,
history talks & walks as well as places to eat and visit

Py Tourism Information at:
N Blue Town Heritage centre
69 High Street, Blue Town
Sheerness, Isle of Sheppey ME12 1RW
01795 662981

Email: bthc@btconnect.co.uk
www.bluetownhertiahecentre.com
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