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School News
The last couple of weeks were very busy and also most enjoyable. One of the highlights was the Christmas Dinner. Contrary to the distressing headlines in the local paper, every child in school sat down together for a very memorable occasion, and every child who wanted Christmas Dinner was served one. To have the whole school sit down together for a meal brought a new dimension to school dinners, and even those who brought a packed lunch joined in too.
The infant Nativity called “Wriggly Nativity” went well and the speaking was first class. Everyone sang well, as did the choir when they went to the Longford Centre.(see Joyce Crozier’s letter “What a Surprise” on the Notice Board page). The Year 4 assembly on the last day went very well.
We said goodbye and a very big thank you to Andrew McNeill, the deputy head, and also to Jane Dennis, the Year 6 teacher who is moving to take up a new post in Manchester. There were ‘temporary goodbyes’ to Laura Chappell who has gone on a six month managerial secondment at Beamont Primary School and we look forward to welcoming her back in September.

Joining us in January is Michael Zaim who will take on the responsibility for Key Stage 2 (Juniors) as well as class teacher for Year 6. Kari-Ann Tierney, already well-known to the children of Year 3, will teach them until the end of the academic year and Rachel Freeman is the new Pastoral and Welfare Officer, also starting on 3rd January.
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window dreams

by Christina

01925-231744

10 Egypt Street  Warrington town centre  WA1 1DY

Find us behind TJ Hughes next door to Swinton Insurance

www.windowdreams.co.uk
“Silent Night” 

        the Bishop’s Christmas message
Before I became a priest I was a producer of audiovisuals and videos.  I did a series of audio cassettes with Thora Hird, Dora Bryan, Derek Nimmo and Kenneth Williams re-telling the stories of Jesus.  I got to know Kenneth Williams and discovered that although he didn’t go much to church he had faith in God.

I was asked to host a charity evening with Kenneth doing a selection of Christmas Readings, interspersed with me asking him questions about his life and thoughts.  Towards the end of the event which attracted a capacity crowd I put this well-worn question to him.  “Here is a microphone.  You have only one minute left to live.  The whole world is listening to you.  What would you say?”

He paused for only a moment and then with that familiar haughty look, head tilted backwards and nostrils flaring, he pronounced, “Nothing!” It wasn’t that he had nothing to say, for throughout the evening he was eloquent and witty and had the audience eating out of the palm of his hand.  It was left to us to speculate on the reason for his silence.

In spite of his famously haughty demeanour there was a humility in his answer.  I suspect that the refusal to say anything was the realisation that when we come face to face with our Maker our words dry up.  So much of our pontificating turns to drivel at the prospect of how God will hear it.  An encounter with God summons silence.  In the psalms He speaks, “Be still and know that I am God.”

It is our Christian faith that tells us how God doesn’t wait until our death to meet with us.  He does it through becoming the “Holy Child of Bethlehem”.  Entering our world he has become one of us “from the womb to the tomb”.  We celebrate all this through the carols we sing.

But the other way to react is to find a time to be silent.  During this festive season carve out some time to be quiet – a walk, a sit in the garden, a visit to church, and a gaze into the starry night.  Compose yourself in silence on this year’s “Silent, Holy night” and let God look into your soul through the eyes of “Christ the Saviour”.

“Silent night.  Holy night!

Shepherds quail at the sight,

glory streams from heaven afar:

Heavenly hosts sing ‘Allelujah’,

Christ the Saviour is born,

Christ the Saviour is born.”
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Peace be with you.

+James

From the Vicar:

I had a friend who always maintained that if you want to get your message over, don’t bother to include it in the sermon – just the prayers!

Many of you will remember Phillip Mears when he was the chaplain at Warrington Hospital. Phillip felt that hymns made a greater impact on most congregations than a hundred sermons. It could be compared with subliminal advertising, a practice that has been banned in most countries but relies on flashing images ‘concealed’ within films in a way that we don’t realise they are there yet make us think about the product in question. 
My first thought was to give up preaching (which might have been universally popular?) but having thought about it, I came to realise that different parts of our worship speak to each one of us individually and at different times.  What may seem profound to one person may hardly be noticed by the next.

I guess the truth of the matter is that it’s the whole liturgy that forms us and helps us develop and grow in faith. It’s a bit like a balanced diet – to be healthy, we need a mix of fruit and vegetables, carbohydrates and protein.
In preparing the service sheets for Christmas, I was struck by a phrase in the Proper Preface (the seasonal bit at the beginning of the Eucharistic Prayer) which reads: “In him we see our God made visible and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see.” It seems to me that this is the very essence of the mystery of Christmas.
For most of us, myself included, following our Lord isn’t always easy. It requires a degree of faith and a level of commitment. Both of these wax and wane and we need all the help we can get if we are to remain faithful, especially when we are at a low ebb.
In times of doubt and uncertainty (both of which are essential elements of a lively faith), we need the assurance of something a little more concrete – something we can hold on to  when everything else is in a state of flux.

Faith in God, whom we have never seen, is a real test and we run the risk of getting it badly wrong. Think of the Jews. Their understanding of God developed with time as they pondered the great questions of their time. They were helped by the prophets when they went awry who kept them on track. And that is our starting point, too. But for the Christian Church, we believe that Jesus, God’s own Son, came into the world to reveal the Father to us. St John tells us that anyone who has seen the Son has seen the Father.
“In him we see our God made visible and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see” the Preface goes.

Jesus is the visible side of God. He points to the God we cannot see. So if we want to know the Father, and become a faithful follower, we need to look to Jesus, the God made visible. Imitation may be the highest form of flattery, and it’s also the best way of getting to know someone really well. Jesus’ teaching and his pattern for living are both important ways of becoming imitators of God, of becoming more and more like him.
Not only does Christmas help us to see God properly, it also gives us a glimpse of his love for his creation. God must love us so much if he is willing to send his Son into our world, and even more so, if he’s willing to let him die for our sakes. There can be no greater love than this...

Another saying which is associated with Christmas and the world-shaping event of God becoming human was first (?) coined by Augustine in the early days of the Church. He said that God became man so that men might becomes gods. Not only was God willing to send his Son into our world to show us his love for us, but he is willing to share his glory with us so that we, too, might live life in all its fullness. That is why Christmas is so amazing. It is the time when God not only reveals himself to his people, but also shows his great love in that he wants to share his glory with us.

That one phrase from the Proper Preface, which we mostly don’t ever hear, is hugely important to us and has probably helped make us the people we are today even if we think we’ve never noticed it before. “In him we see our God made visible and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see.”
I hope you have a very Happy and Blessed Christmas, and recognise the God we have not seen in the Christ-child in the manger.
Michael Raynor
What’s on at Christmas and in January...  
Saturday 24th
Christmas Eve

  6.00pm
 Crib Service – for all the family


11.30pm
Midnight Mass of the Nativity

Sunday 25th 
Christmas Day

10.00am
Family Communion

Monday 26th
St Stephen, Martyr

10.30am
Holy Eucharist

Tuesday 27th
St John, Apostle and Evangelist

10.30am
Holy Eucharist

Wednesday 28th
The Holy Innocents

  7.00pm
Holy Eucharist

Thursday 29th
10.30am
Holy Eucharist

Sunday 1st        
The Naming and Circumcision of Jesus

January 2012
10.00am
Sung Eucharist

Wednesday 4th
Charity Shop helpers’ day out, Meet at the Hall. 


NB The Shop is closed today

Friday 6th
  9.30am
Performance Management meeting in school

Sunday 8th         
The Feast of the Epiphany


10.00am
Sung Eucharist

Wednesday 11th
10.00am
Charity Shop re-opens

Thursday 12th
  8.00pm
Thursday Ladies' Club meet at the vicarage

Sunday 15th       
The Second Sunday of Epiphany


10.00am
Sung Eucharist

Wednesday 18th
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins


For details of services, please see the weekly pew sheet 


  2.00pm
Finance Committee meeting in school
Sunday 22nd       
The Third Sunday of Epiphany


10.00am
Sung Eucharist

Tuesday 24th
  8.00pm
PCC Meeting in church
Wednesday 25th
  7.00pm
Eucharist for the Conversion of St Paul

Thursday 26th
  8.00pm
Thursday Ladies' Club meeting at the vicarage

Sunday 29th       
The Presentation of Christ in the Temple


10.00am
Sung Eucharist

Sunday 5th       
The Third Sunday before Lent

February
10.00am
Sung Eucharist



12 noon
Holy Baptism
There are regular weekly celebrations of the Eucharist (Holy Communion) on Wednesday evening at 7.00pm (please note the time) and Thursday morning at 10.30am. Celebrations on Saint’s Days are published on the Sunday sheet. All are welcome. Please also see the Directory page on the back cover.
Bookings for weddings and baptisms (christenings) are normally made on Tuesday evening in church between 7.00 and 7.30pm, or by arrangement with the vicar.
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DAVID CALLON

MOBILE AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN

DAVIDCALLON@HOTMAIL.CO.UK
4 COLEMERE CLOSE

PADGATE

01925 814030

07885 481276

Who’s on in January …
	2011
	sidespeople
	reader
	intercessor
	offertory

	1 Jan
	J. Hetherington

S. Higham
	N. Lee
	J. Raynor
	A. Yeamans 

D. Yeamans

	8 Jan
	B. Boscoe

B. Glover
	Debbie Kirk
	D. Kirk
	E. Chorley 

M. Dunbobbin

	15 Jan
	M. Greatorex

H. Smythe
	O. Vowles
	D. Sutcliffe
	Sunday School

	22 Jan
	F. Greatorex

S. Metcalfe
	B. Barnard
	Don Miller
	N. Kirk

D. Kirk

	29 Jan
	M. Dunbobbin

M. Ellison
	B. Glover
	D. Yeamans
	M. Greatorex

H. Smythe

	5 Feb
	L. Giblin

P. Smith
	B. Boscoe
	K. Rowan
	F. Greatorex 

S. Metcalfe


	2011
	Prepare and serve tea
	Wash up

	1 Jan
	B. Boscoe / B. Glover
	M. Dunbobbin / D. Miller

	8 Jan
	L. Giblin / F. Greatorex
	B. Boscoe / B. Glover

	15 Jan
	V. Carter / 
	L. Giblin / F. Greatorex

	22 Jan
	M. Ellison / volunteer
	V. Carter / 

	29 Jan
	M. Dunbobbin / D. Miller
	M. Ellison / volunteer

	5 Feb
	B. Boscoe / B. Glover
	M. Dunbobbin / D. Miller


	2011
	Sunday School 
	Counting collections

	1 Jan
	No Sunday School
	M. Ellison / A. Yeamans

	8 Jan
	D. Miller
	B. Boscoe / B. Glover

	15 Jan
	D. Miller
	D. Miller / P. Smith

	22 Jan
	L. Giblin
	V. Carter / J. Raynor

	29 Jan
	L. Giblin
	M. Ellison / A. Yeamans

	5 Feb
	L. Giblin
	B. Boscoe / B. Glover


	2011
	Read on Weds Evening
	Hall Cleaning

	4 / 5 Jan
	D. Yeamans
	M & S Higham

	11 / 12 Jan
	D. Miller
	J. Devereux

	18 / 19 Jan
	D. Kirk
	M & S Higham

	25 / 26 Jan
	N. Lee
	Fr Michael

	1 / 2 Feb
	Fr Michael
	M & S Higham

	8 / 9 Feb
	J. Raynor
	J. Devereux


How well do you know your Christmas trivia?

1
Which traditional seasonal song mentions figgy pudding?


a.  We wish you a merry Christmas

b.  Have yourself a merry little Christmas

c.  I’m dreaming of a white Christmas
2
Who said, “Merry Christmas, movie house! Merry Christmas, Emporium! Merry Christmas, you wonderful old building and loan! in a classic Christmas movie?


a.  Kermit in The Muppet Christmas Carol

b.  George Bailey in It’s a wonderful life

c.  Kris Kringle in Miracle on 34th Street
3
What is the biggest selling No 1 Christmas single?


a.  Mull of Kintyre (Wings)


b.  Do they know it’s Christmas? (Band Aid)


c.  I wish it could be Christmas every day (Wizzard)

4
In Tchaikovsky’s famous ballet The Nutcracker Suite, what is the name of the nutcracker’s main enemy? 


a.  Clara, Queen of the Frogs


b.  The Mouse King


c.  Dr Drey

5
What is the definition of a white Christmas according to bookmakers William Hill?


a.  25 snowflakes falling anywhere in the UK


b.  visible snow coverage on rooftops in five UK cities including London 


c.  a single flake falling

6
Which monarch read the first royal Christmas message to the nation?


a.  King George V


b.  Queen Elizabeth II


c.  Queen Victoria

7
Who composed White Christmas?


a.  Irving Berlin


b.  George Gershwin


c.  Bing Crosby

8
Finding a thimble in your Christmas pudding traditionally means?


a.  you’ll be a good seamstress


b.  you’ll be poor


c.  you’ll be a spinster

9
Who was born on Christmas Day?


a.  Humphrey Bogart


b.  Annie Lennon


c.  Dido

10
At the end of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol Scrooge invites Bob Cratchit to join him for a ‘smoking bishop’. What did he mean?


a.  fast chess


b.  a pipe of tobacco


c.  hot mulled wine

11
Which of the following films has not yet been made?


a.  Jetson’s Christmas Carol


b.  Popeye’s Christmas Carol


c.  Mickey’s Christmas Carol

12
The poinsettia is a traditional Christmas flower. Where did it originally grow?


a.  Canada


b.  Mexico


c.  Spain

13
What was a Victorian goose club?


a.  a savings scheme for buying a Christmas goose


b.  a travelling pantomime troupe


c.  a Christmas Eve group

14
Who was the narrator in Raymond Brigg’s 1982 animated classic The Snowman?


a.  Michael Palin


b.  David Bowie


c.  Sir Ian McKellen

15
How many Christmas islands are there?


a.  one


b.  two


c.  three

16
Who are Vixen, Comet and Cupid?


a.  Christmas Bratz dolls


b.  a new girl band called Sonic, who’ve done a cover of So this is Christmas

c.  Santa’s reindeer

17
In which country does La Befana (a kindly old woman) give presents instead of Santa Claus?


a.  Italy


b.  Mexico


c.  Portugal

18
Who made Christmas illegal for thirteen years?


a.  Margaret Thatcher


b.  Neville Chamberlain


c.  Oliver Cromwell

19
Which country issued the first Christmas postage stamp in 1937?


a.  France


b.  America


c.  Austria

20
In Victorian England, how did Norfolk turkeys get to market in London?


a.  herded by sheepdogs


b.  rode in turkey vans


c.  walked in leather or sacking boots to protect their feet

21
What famous Christmas song was originally called One Horse Open Sleigh?


a.  Santa’s Coming to Town

b.  Jingle Bells

c.  Winter Wonderland
[Answers on page 29]
Snippets from the Church Times

The final edition of the Church Times had, as you might imagine, a distinctively Christmas flavour. The question page featured a provocative enquiry about Christmas Tree festivals that take place in Advent (there’s no other time, practically, to hold one). Terry Palmer, a regular contributor, answered first by describing the tension between keeping Advent and Christmas separate, and the expectation of society that the Church should lead the celebration. He then went on to quote Dr Jane Williams in her book called Approaching Christmas: “Part of the charm of the Christmas Tree is exactly that power to evoke the strange and wonderful. Simply by being a tree, yet indoors, it speaks of the fact that ordinary rules do not apply during Christmas.  The outside world is brought inside, or perhaps the inside world is shared with the outside – who knows which is the right description? Either way, as we deck the tree, we are celebrating a time when barriers are dissolved, when we can see the magic in the ordinary.”
There is an article by Tony Jordan who, you may remember, not only wrote the script for Eastenders, but last year wrote the story for The Nativity which was shown to great acclaim. He started, it seems, with the intention of playing it for the laughs until, bit by bit, he came round to the idea that he needed to research it properly before putting pen to paper. But it wasn’t the theologians and historians that finally determined the shape of his script, it was the faith of ordinary people that really mattered.
He concludes with a final paragraph that sums it all up: “There was nothing in my version of the nativity that is at odds with the Gospel of Matthew or Luke at all, not one thing. One of the most extraordinary parts of the story is when Joseph really finds his faith. Wow – isn’t that what the story is about? Doesn’t Joseph represent us? Doesn’t Thomas the shepherd represent us when he kneels down and kisses the feet of Christ?”
The centre pages were filled with Christmas cartoons drawn by a number of celebrated cartoonists. One, by Ron who regularly contributes his St Gargoyle’s cartoon, showed mayhem as wise men and pantomime horses, shepherds and dwarves scrap with one another in the parish hall. The verse that accompanies it reads:
There was blood on the wall of the old village hall.

Elves, shepherds and angels got bashed.

The year that we all cannot fail to recall,

when the play and the pantomime clashed.

Make your own bishop!

According to the 18th century writer Jonathan Swift: “Fine oranges well roasted with sugar and wine in a cup will make a fine Bishop when gentlefolks sup.” Bishop is the opening recipe in the 19th century book of Oxford Nightcaps – a collection of recipes enjoyed at the university. It also appears in Dickens “A Christmas Carol.”

This recipe serves about 8.

· 4 Oranges

· 3 Lemons

· 56 Cloves

· 250ml Water

· 1 Cinnamon Stick

· 3 Allspice Berries

· 1 Nutmeg grated

· 2cm Ginger peeled and grated

· 700ml red wine

· 125ml Sherry

· Zest of a small lemon and juice of ½ lemon

· 150g Caster Sugar

· Orange slices and grated nutmeg to serve.

1. Preheat oven to 180c/gas4. Stud each orange and lemon with 8 cloves each and bake for 15 minutes, until they start to caramelise then remove the clove studs.

2. Heat the water in a pan with the cinnamon, any remaining cloves, allspice, nutmeg and ginger. Then pour in the wine and sherry. As it starts to simmer, add the sugar, lemon zest and juice. Simmer gently for 5-10 minutes.

3. Add the roasted citrus fruits crushing to release the oils and juice. Strain and serve or chill for later use.

4. To serve heat and garnish with orange slices and grated nutmeg.

Sit back and enjoy your own Bishop!
 Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh
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Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion,

odours of Edom, and offerings divine,

gems of the mountain, and pearls of the ocean,

myrrh from the forest, or gold from the mine?

St Matthew tells us that the wise men brought gold, frankincense and myrrh to the infant Jesus, but what do we really know about these unusual gifts, asks Steve Tomkins in the Church Times. 

Gold is a precious metal. Since the beginning of civilisation, 166,000 tonnes have been mined and would fit into a crate just 20 cubic metres in size (approx 2 average size living rooms!) In 2010, 45% was sold as jewellery, 34% went to investors, 18% to technology and 1% to dentistry. Most of it comes from the US, Russia, Australia and China, outstripping South Africa, the traditional producer of gold. An ounce of gold can be stretched into a wire 50 miles long and five millionths of a metre in diameter.

One of the problems with gold is that it is difficult to mine and the process leaves a trail of devastation. Enough gold to produce the average ring (10 grams) generates 3 to 4 tonnes of toxic waste, leads to wholesale deforestation and ultimately gold is responsible for 15% of global carbon emissions! Most (up to 90%) of money paid for gold goes to the big mines (with overseas shareholders) yet 90% of the workforce is employed in small scale mines. In 2010, it finally became possible to buy certified Fairtrade and Fairmined gold, guaranteeing minimum standards of health and safety, pay and fairness to those involved in mining it.

Frankincense is an aromatic gum resin obtained from north-east Africa and the Middle East and is used in incense (not surprisingly!) Frank simply means ‘candid’ in this case – true, or top quality incense. It is the third largest export of Somalia and is also produced in Oman and the Yemen. A bit like rubber latex, it is obtained by scoring the bark of the Boswellia sacra tree and the resulting white sap gradually thickens and hardens into the characteristic resin.

Modern incense is made to highly secret recipes – complex blend of frankincense, natural oils and spices. Most incense finds its way into church, but other exciting prospects include a treatment for certain forms of cancer.  A research establishment in Oman is currently working to isolate one of seventeen ingredients which may be able to eradicate cancer cells without damaging surrounding tissue. About 1000 tonnes is produced annually, 30 tonnes of which comes into the UK.

[image: image6.wmf]
Myrrh has many similarities to frankincense. It is produced from another thorny tree’s sap and grows in similar parts of the Middle East and Africa.  It too can be burned like incense. In St John’s gospel we are told that Nicodemus intended to embalm Jesus’ body with myrrh. This led to the idea that gold represented Jesus’ kingship, frankincense his deity and incense his death. 

Myrrh is undoubtedly bitter ‘Myrrh’ is the same word as ‘Mara’ as in “Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara for the Lord has dealt very bitterly with me.”

Like frankincense, scientists are looking for cancer-treating properties in universities in New York and Osaka. It is also used in products such as baby lotions, lipstick, face cream and sun lotion.  Due to the relatively small volume of both frankincense and myrrh traded each year, producers have not signed up for the rather labour-intensive process of Fairtrade accreditation, but myrrh can be sourced through Green People, an ethical health-and-beauty trader  which sources its produce from a project in Namibia.
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A Resolution for the New Year?
Just before Christmas, I wrote to everyone who has supported St Andrew’s financially over the past twelve months. At least, I hope everyone received their letter.If, for any reason you did not, please let me know so that I can sort it out. I am enormously grateful for the support we receive and would wish everyone to know how important it is to us as a church.

In the letter, I mentioned three things that we might give careful consideration and said I’d go into a bit more detail in the Green Spire. If you are thinking about making New Year’s resolutions, you might like to include them in your thoughts.

The first, as you might expect, is to ask everyone to consider how much they give. Over the past twelve months, some people have increased their giving – in one or two cases quite dramatically – and that is very encouraging. But it’s easy to let time pass by without giving it a second thought. I guess that some levels of giving haven’t changed since the last campaign ten years ago. All our other outgoings increase year after year, but how much we give is very much a personal thing.

Circumstances differ and no two people are in the same position so it’s not possible to suggest how much we should give. If we think just how much God has given to each of us, then that might help to put it in perspective. God gives without limit but we find it much more difficult to follow his generosity. Yet I beleive that if we give to God, we will never go short.

Secondly, you might like to resolve to fill an envelope every week whether you manage to get to church on the Sunday or not. It’s hard for us to budget if we never know how wmuch is coming in. Some people faithfully make up their envelope first efore setting aside money for anything else. It’s all about what is important.

And finally, you might like to consider giving by standing order from your bank account. It has advantages for you and for the church. For those who give in this way, there are cards that look like envelopes which you can put onto the collection plate to show that you give, but by a different route. If you’d like our bank details, please ask Fr Michael.
Waste not, want not

Granny Mouse says “use it up”

At this time of the year, there’s often plenty of turkey to hand. Usually, the last bits find their way into a curry, but we’ve been given a couple of recipes which may prove a welcome alternative.

Turkey Stir-Fry

6 oz 
long grain rice

8 oz 
cooked turkey (sliced or cubed)

1 onion (chopped)

8 oz
sliced mushrooms

1 pack of Chinese stir-fry vegetables (if you are lucky, you may find a pack on the reduced shelf at the supermarket – a double saving!)

1 jar of your favourite Chinese sauce

Cook the rice according to the instructions on the packet.

Fry the onions until they have coloured for extra flavour and then add the turkey, constantly turning over a good heat. Add the mushrooms and stir-fry vegetables and stir for approximately three minutes before adding the sauce. Once it is thoroughly heated through, serve immediately

Christmas Croquettes

1 lb cooked turkey
1 onion (chopped)

Large knob of butter
2 tbsp flour

7 fl oz milk
1 tbsp cranberry sauce

Juice of 1 lemon
Pinch of mixed herbs

1 egg
4 oz breadcrumbs

Cooking oil
seasoning

Fry the onions in the butter for a few minutes then add the flour and stir well before gradually adding the milk to form a thick sauce, cooking for a further three minutes. Fold in the turkey, cranberry sauce, herbs and lemon juice and heat through for a few more minutes. Season to taste. Remove from heat, cool, then place in the fridge until chilled.  Form the cold mixture into croquettes, dip into the beaten egg and cover with breadcrumbs, Fry until golden brown on all sides.

	What a Surprise!

Oh, what a surprise. Having our Christmas lunch at the Longford Community Centre, out of the blue came Mrs Lightfoot and Mrs Bannister and the boys and girls of St Andrew’s School Choir. They sang some lovely carols and we all joined in. Such a surprise! Well done and thank you.

Joyce Crozier
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Christmas Fair result

The final figure for the Christmas Fair is £ 1195.74. A brilliant effort – thank you.
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Tea rota
Will you be the first to volunteer? We are stretched very thinly at present and would appreciate offers of help to take the load off the faithful few. Please speak to Fr Michael
Beryl Glover 

wishes to thank all her friends at St Andrew’s for their cards and good wishes for a speedy recovery. God bless you all.

Harvest Appeal

Thank you to everyone who supported this year’s nominated charity, Send-a-Cow. We raised £72.70 from the collection taken in church, £35.00 of which was Gift-Aided, which is equivalent to a further £9.80 for this worthy cause.
Thanks
...to everyone who supported the Parish Christmas Card this year. Copies were available from 18th December in good time for Christmas (and will be included with postal subscriptions this time).

.. and to those who took out the Orford Churches Christmas card. We managed to take out almost all of the 2,000 cards we requested this year, with Fr Michael and his faithful assistant Romero taking the last five or six roads just before Christmas. It was interesting to note that several people came out to thank us and wish us a Happy Christmas, and a couple of people who live in avenues that weren’t on our list said they were sorry they’d not had a card. I guess it shows they are appreciated.

The Big Questions
The Big Questions BBC1’s topical ethical debate show, is now starting its fifth series. We’ll be broadcasting from Warrington on the afternoon Sunday January 8th 2012 and we’d like to invite you to be part of the audience.

The Big Questions is the BBC’s flagship ethical and moral debate programme. It is hosted by the experienced television and radio presenter Nicky Campbell, and airs on Sunday mornings from 10am-11am and from locations all around the country. The show addresses tricky moral questions facing the nation today, consulting panellists, front row experts and a select studio audience. Beliefs, informed opinions and personal stories are all aired during three lively debates. 

On January 8th we will also be doing a pre-recorded special which will focus just one question “Is there any evidence of God?” This will be recorded between 1pm and 4pm and will be aired the following Sunday 15th January. 

As an audience member, you may even get the chance to contribute to the discussions yourself, although due to the number of people in the audience we can’t guarantee this.
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If you’d like a seat in the audience, please contact Katie Bailey as soon as possible, making sure to leave a contact phone number. You can reach her on kmbailey@mentorn.tv or 0141 422 6274.

Matt Morrow RIP
Matt died in hospital on 22nd November after a short illness. He was well-known at St Andrew’s, having moved over to Orford to live with his sister Margaret after the death of his wife.

Matt was a gentle giant of a man, grounded in a deep faith, a lover of sport (especially football), and a breath of fresh air to everyone who knew him.

Though not born in Warrington, he became ‘one of us’ having lived here for most of his life. For many years, he was a resident of Latchford and it was during that time that he first made contact with Christ Church. He served on the PCC, was a sidesman for many years, and a regular at Evensong. Even when he came to live n Buttermere Avenue, he would cycle across every Sunday evening, having received the sacrament here on Sunday morning. He visited the Holy Land several times thanks to a joint pilgrimage with St James’ on the Causeway and it made a deep impression on him.
Matt loved his football and was a referee for many years, officiating at the top of the game. Even when he started to get confused in the last couple of years, he could still tell you who he had watched that afternoon and who had scored!

Matt always had something to say when you met him, and it usually brought a smile. He was generous in thought and word, and a good and loyal friend. We pray that he now rests in peace and shares in God’s glory. 
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Wishes for Christmas
These are my wishes for Christmas

That fighting may cease everywhere.

That the rich may invite someone needy

To ‘come in and pull up a chair’.

That all children receive, in their stocking, 
The shelter and peace of a home

Where everyone’s gentle and kindly
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And nobody’s left on their own.

When friendship abounds in the leisure

Of finding a gift that’s just right

And everyone celebrates Christmas,

The day and the most Holy Night.

When parishioners gather together,

In a church full of love and of peace.

These are my wishes for Christmas

With the hope that these joys never cease.

Contributed by Hilda Smith




Mission Shaped Intro

6 weeks

to re-discover mission

& re-imagine church

An inspiring and encouraging course, ideal for churches of any denomination - clergy or leaders, PCC or SMT members, elders, small groups, and any interested in developing mission in their local area.
Six evening sessions combining: 
story, teaching, discussion and reflection, 
starting WEDNESDAY 25th January 2012
at HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, 7:30pm to 9.15pm.
More information from 
    LEE DAVIES (lee.davies@liverpool.anglican.org),  or 
        HOWARD LEATHERBARROW (cgf-warrington@hotmail.co.uk) 
• How can we meet the mission challenges currently facing us? 

• How can we respond to Bishop James’ challenge to “re-capture the dynamic of the New Testament church, and make church a daily reality in the lives of every person in our parish?” 
• How can we better aim to “kindle our love for God and our neighbours, serve our community, and grow numerically?” 


Warrington Open Door at Christmas
Widely and affectionately known as WODAC, Warrington Open Door at Christmas came to fruition from an idea for a “Christmas Drop-In” first suggested over twenty years ago. The original idea was to provide somewhere that homeless and lonely people might go in the period between Christmas Day and New Year, this being the time that many ‘service providers’ either close down completely or run on a minimum staffing level.
It began with a meeting in the Quaker Meeting House in the town centre and that first year opened for just three days. Looking back, we were totally unprepared in many ways for the response we would get, both from our ‘guests’ and the shops and people of Warrington. 
About a month before opening,. we began to receive bags of clothing which were sorted ready for distribution, followed by toiletries, books and games. Then, as we got to Christmas Eve, as the shops closed, there were massive deliveries of food. I’ve never seen so many boxes of mince pies, Christmas cakes and puddings, as well as meat of every kind, fresh vegetables by the sack load, and also fruit in crates.

The original premises at the Meeting House had a kitchen, though it wasn’t really designed for mass catering on this scale. There was a stove, a sink and room for four people to pass one another, providing they were thin! Food had to be used up in order of ‘perishability’. Some volunteers took raw materials home and returned with massive pans of stew and other nourishing hot food.

It was a learning experience for us all, and over the years, it has gone from strength to strength. From it has come the Night Shelter, open from October to March, which offers a bed under shelter  for the homeless when they are at their most vulnerable to the elements. There is the housing project to help those who are homeless back into accommodation, and the YMCA, always the moving force in the project, re-cycles furniture to where it is most needed. The Christmas Drop-In is open for longer and is based at St John’s URC on the Causeway.
The need is as great as ever – possibly greater this year than ever before. They have run out of sleeping bags which sadly points to the fact that more people are ‘sleeping rough’ at present. This is a brilliant Warrington charity so if you have any sleeping bags, there’s still time to get them there.

A Guide to the Church
Concluding Don Miller’s alphabetical guide to the church. Here is the final instalment. Our thanks to Don for this enlightening series.
W
 is for White
This again is another one of my slight cheats - as it refers to the liturgical colours used for the different seasons of the Church’s year, of which white is just one. A colour is assigned to each season and festival of the Church’s year and to different services throughout the liturgical calendar. You may note that some parishes use alternatives to the ones mentioned here and this reflects a certain, preferred theology. Here is mainstream thinking about this subject - at this time.

White is used for the great festivals of Easter and Christmas. [Gold may be used as an alternative to white for the great festivals in those parishes which are fortunate enough to have gold hangings and vestments. The lectionary also allows the ‘best set’ to be used on these occasions, including the parish’s Patronal Festival. Gold may also be worn for the Epiphany, at the Ascension and Trinity Sunday.]   
In symbolic terms, white represents innocence and purity. Up until the fourth century white was the only colour used liturgically in public worship. 

White is used widely as the colour for baptism and marriage. White may be used at funerals since it is the colour associated most closely with Easter and the resurrection. However others prefer purple, or even black, for funerals. White may also used at ordinations, though the link with the Holy Spirit makes red equally possible. 
Green is the colour of the long Trinity Season. The word Green comes from the old English for 'growin' meaning growth. Green almost follows the 'growing' season in nature and liturgically symbolises the growth of the church following Pentecost. It is the colour of renewal.

Red is the colour of fire and martyrdom (representing the spilled blood of those who have given their lives for their faith) and is also associated with the Holy Spirit and Pentecost because of the tongues of fire that were seen on the Apostles’ heads. 
Purple is the colour of Lent and Advent and is symbolically a colour of penitence. It is the colour that marks a season of preparation prior to the major festivals of Easter and Lent. However these days, there is a danger that the Advent season quickly becomes subsumed into the practical preparations for Christmas, though not, I am happy to say, at St Andrew’s! As a colour it has other connotations such as royalty, pain and suffering and hence also indicators of a penitential season. Sometimes purple is used for funerals as previously mentioned.

Black was once used (and still is in some parishes) as a colour for requiem masses. Before the days when most congregations could read and write, the liturgical colours helped people visually to understand which season that they were in. Even today, the cycle of colours helps ground our worship and feeds our sense of sight. It is an invaluable aid to worship.
X
 is for St Andrew’s Cross
If you look up above the Crossing in church, you will see the cross of St Andrew. But what do we know about St Andrew or indeed his cross?
It is believed that the apostle Andrew was crucified on a Saltire (X-shaped) cross; hence the fact that it is often known as St. Andrew's cross. Andrew is said to have told his executioners that he was not worthy to be crucified on the same shaped cross as Jesus and persuaded them to alter the shape. If this is true, it's a remarkable example of stoicism displayed by a man, no doubt beaten and starved, yet retaining the mental energy to plead such a thing with his brutal executioners. Detailed records of his crucifixion only date back to the Middle Ages, and these records are influenced be the imagination of the medieval artists. But even if the origin is a myth, the cross shape reminds us as Christians that we should exercise humility.

In Greek, the first letter for Christ (Chi) also happens to be 'X'-shaped.

Curiously, instead of simply saying that something is 'X-shaped', the term 'St. Andrew's Cross' is used for various items that have absolutely nothing to do with St. Andrew or even religion. For example, there are tiny, brightly striped spiders found in the mangroves of Singapore and Malaysia. These are commonly known as 'St. Andrew's Spiders' because they hold their eight legs in pairs, forming an X shape. 

Y
 is for You
We are coming to what I originally thought would be one of the more difficult letters to place. However it is actually quite easy. You [and I], the congregation, are the Church on earth and as such are the most important part of the Church. Without you, there would be no Church.

Z
 is for Zion
  Z, the last letter of the western alphabet, gives us Zion.  Zion is a word sometimes used for Jerusalem – “The city of our Lord”. It is used, for example, in Hebrews 12:22:

"...you have approached Mount Zion and the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and countless angels in festal gathering."

I hope that my ramblings through the alphabet have given you some pleasure and just perhaps a little insight into some of the things that happen both here at St Andrew’s and the wider Church at large.

Don Miller

Dreaming of a White Christmas?

Most romantics look forward to a little snow on Christmas Day ... but what makes for a ‘white Christmas’?

Quite simply, at least one flake of snow falling at a specifieed location at any time during the twenty-four hours that make up December 25th. Yo0u may remember it was once the Air Ministry roof, but there are now a number of recognised sites including the Met Office at Exeter and Buckingham Palace to name but two. More important, though, that single snowflake must be verified by the Met Office.

Over the past fifty-one years (a strange period of time, but one for which reliable records are available), there have been no less that thirty-eight white Christmases by definition, but most of us think of a white Christmas as one where snow lies on the ground. These, as you might imagine, are not so frequent. Over the same time period, there have been just four, the last one being in 2010.

As I see it …

“If music be the food of love –
then pass a pack of Rennies!”

Poor old William Shakespeare seems to be getting more than a fair airing in my column these days, though you’ve probably realised that the second line isn’t strictly (or even remotely) original! I suppose you could say that Shakespeare and I are joint authors. Having said that, if he were here, I’m sure he would join me in wishing you, my loyal reader, a very Happy Christmas and Best Wishes for the New Year.
You may remember the snow that fell a week or so before Christmas last year, turning the car park and local roads into a skating rink. The average temperature for the whole of December never got above freezing point. This year has been very different – rather like a new born baby (mouse) – mostly wet and windy. We could have done with the heating in the Hall last year, though we’re still very glad of it, and we’re not the only ones.
We joined the Dance Class just before Christmas for their Christmas Party. During the year, they raise funds by taking a table at the car boot sales and then plough the profits back into a sumptuous meal on the last Monday before Christmas. We had a fabulous time, as you might imagine, and were amused to see the dancers spreading out their scarves and gloves on the radiators so that they were nice and worm to wear on the way home. Mind you, some are finding it just that bit too hot (you never thought you’d hear me say that about the Hall, did you?) Someone had turned off the radiators just before Christmas, and we mice were not strong enough to turn them back on. We shall have words...!
We moved over to church as soon as the party finished and snuggled up in the thick straw of the deluxe Crib. Candle wax is always a treat (thanks, servers) and it also finds its way into many Christmas treats.
The mouslings are very excited, waiting for Fr Chris Mouse (as we call him) to pay us a visit. They ‘borrowed’ a mince pie to put out on Christmas night, thanks to the Carol Service refreshments.

We’re glad the Crib is up on the chancel steps, given all the rain we’ve had lately. You may have noticed the flooding between church and the vicarage; some days it has been so deep that Fr M has had to wear wellies to get across, or go the long way round via Poplars Avenue.

I may have mentioned before the unusual shape of the vicarage windows that face the church whose pointed design is like that of the prow of St Andrew’s boat – or has it simply always been wet round here?

Christmas at St Andrew’s has been lovely this year, particularly the music. The Carol Service was beautiful with lots of old favourites and a few new ones.  Peter and the choir worked hard and at one point were joined by Jennie Worrall who played the descant to O come all ye faithful beautifully on her cornet.
Talking of talented young people at St Andrew’s, we were impressed too by Lucia who designed the silhouette picture on the front of the parish Christmas card.

The flowers were spectacular, thanks to Fay and Edwina who masterminded the ‘towers’ at either side of the altar (with a little help from us). At one point, it was more like the Olympic sport of synchronised flower arranging. Kathy and Anita did the splendid trees in the narthex that extend a welcome to everyone as they come in, and Ronnie, Don, Dot Jim, Andrew and Jennie all helped decorate the church before the first service of Christmas. It was a team effort, including the cleaners who gave church an extra-special do on the Thursday before Christmas.
Churchmouse

ANSWERS to the Christmas trivia quiz on page 10: 1 (a) We wish you a merry Christmas (Oh, bring us some figgy pudding and a cup of good cheer)   2 (b)  George Bailey (Jimmy Stewart) in It’s a wonderful life   3 (b) Do they know it’s Christmas?  4 (b) The Mouse King   5 (c) a single flake falling   6 (a) King George V in 1932   7 (a) Irving Berlin   8 (c) spinster   9 All of them   10 (c) hot mulled wine..  11 (b)  Popeye’s Christmas Carol   12 (b) In Mexico, where it’s called the Flower of the Holy Night   13 (a)  a savings scheme   14 (b) One in the Pacific and one in the Indian Ocean   15 (b)  David Bowie   16 (c) Three of Santa’s reindeer – the others are: Blitzen, Dancer, Dasher, Donner and Prancer.   17 (a) Italy   18 (c) Oliver Cromwell   19 (c) Austria   20 (c) In boots to protect the bird’s feet from the frozen mud   21 (b) Jingle Bells

Holy Baptism:

  4th December:
Olivia Mai Griffiths-Andrews
Funerals:

  6th December:
Marie Barnett
  8th December:
Matt Morrow (at Christ Church, Latchford)

29th December:
Susan Margaret Neale (at St Elphin’s, Warrington)

Communicants and Collections: 

	2011
	Sunday

Communicants
	Midweek

Communicants
	Loose

Collections £
	Planned

Giving £

	4th Dec
	35
	41
	4.70 
	260.00 

	11th Dec
	53
	13
	16.23 
	268.70 

	18th Dec
	49
	14
	6.50 
	172.69 

	25th Dec
	23
	67
	91.22 
	332.02 


D

onations   

         We would like to thank everyone who has made a gift or donation to our various funds this past month.

General Fund

· In thanksgiving for prayers - Beryl Glover

· Loving Christmas memories of Ken and all my loved ones - from Beryl Glover

· In loving memory of Ken Glover, loving husband of Beryl

· In loving memory of Matt Morrow who always made us smile - Jenny Raynor

· Hymn Book from Joyce Blyth

· Happy Memories of Christmas with my dear brother Matt Morrow from sister Margaret

· Loving memories of my husband Frank Dunbobbin at Christmas from wife Margaret and family

· Christmas memories of my beloved grandson Peter Dunbobbin from his Nan Dunbobbin

· A donation in memory of Matt Morrow from Susan and Robert (Baird)

· Christmas memories of Tom and David Roberts from Joan Roberts

· In loving memory of my granddaughter Rebecca from Nana Beryl and Dad Harry

· For Warren's Run from Sue and Rob Baird

· For Warren's run from Joan Devereux

· Donations for Band

· For many blessings received - thank you; from Marjorie Loughead

· In memory of Matt Morrow from Beryl Glover

· In memory of Graham Hill from

· In loving memory of Barbara Freeman from her sister Marjorie

· ? From Ron and Renee

· Balance of verger's fee from 

Flower Fund
· In loving memory of May Fleming from Peggy Brandwood

· In loving memory of Matt Morrow from Peggy Brandwood

· Coppers donated by Peggy Brandwood
· In memory of my brother Arthur Dearden from Edith Gosling

· Birthday memories of Jean (26th Dec) from Mum, Terry and family

· In loving memory of Barbara Freeman from Marjorie


Winners of the Phoenix Club Draw 


25th December:
Christmas Special Draw:
1st  Prize:
148
D. Sutcliffe
121
P. Worrall
2nd Prize:
121
P. Worrall
138
C. Muir

3rd Prize:
116
C. Jones
142
M. Higham
Deanery Prayer

this month will be held at 2.00pm and 7.30pm on Thursday 12th January at a venue yet to be advertised. Please watch the Sunday sheet for further information.

The Shepherd’s Pie Carol
with apologies to John Rutter

You may remember that in last month’s Green Spire, Churchmouse wrote about the young mice singing their own version of the Shepherd’s Pipe Carol. Using very sophisticated listening equipment, our intrepid reporter has recorded them singing and transcribed the words as follow:

Going down to Sainsbury’s for Christmas goodies

Stopped at Lidl on the way.

Something for the palate of high-class foodies,

Don’t care what the neighbours say!

Angels in the sky

Smelled the shepherd’s pie

Onions, herbs and meat,

Gravy makes an extra treat.

If you eat too much

you will end up lying

On the floor on Boxing Day!

A bishop and a curate were visiting the local vicar. The vicar greeted the bishop and offered him a drink.  “I’ll have a large whisky, if I may,” replied the bishop.

The vicar, turning to the curate, said, “Well, young man, what would you like to drink?”

“Drink?” exploded the curate, “I never touch the stuff! I’d rather commit adultery!”

With that, the bishop handed back his whisky, saying, “I didn’t know we had a choice.”

Prayer Intentions for January

	
	
	
	

	Sun
	1st
	The Naming and Circumcision of Christ

	Mon
	2nd
	Chiltern Crescent
	Spiritual growth in the coming year

	Tue
	3rd
	Patterdale Avenue
	Our parish School

	Wed
	4th
	Newhaven Road
	Pakistan

	Thu
	5th
	Cotswold Road
	Churches in interregnum

	Fri
	6th
	Windermere Avenue
	St Mark, Dallam

	Sat
	7th
	Ambleside Crescent
	Our servers

	
	
	
	

	Sun
	8th
	The Feast of the Epiphany

	Mon
	9th
	Pentland Avenue
	Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen

	Tue
	10th
	Buttermere Crescent
	Scientists and technologists

	Wed
	11th
	Bowness Avenue
	The Philippines

	Thu
	12th
	Borrowdale Avenue
	Monks and Nuns – Religious Orders

	Fri
	13th
	Brathay Close
	St Margaret and All Hallows, Orford

	Sat
	14th
	Currans Road
	Our Sunday School

	
	
	
	

	Sun
	15th
	The Second Sunday of Epiphany

	Mon
	16th
	Horseshoe Crescent
	Chaplains to the Armed Forces

	Tue
	17th
	Harvey Court
	The United Nations Organisation

	Wed
	18th
	Keswick Avenue
	Church Unity

	Thu
	19th
	Sandy Lane West
	Orford Churches Together

	Fri
	20th
	Bexhill Avenue
	Christ Church, Padgate

	Sat
	21st
	Those living outside the parish
	Ecumenical movements

	
	
	
	

	Sun
	22nd
	The Third Sunday of Epiphany

	Mon
	23rd
	Achilles Avenue
	The Bible Society

	Tue
	24th
	Kirkstone Avenue
	Richard, Bishop of Warrington

	Wed
	25th
	Statham Avenue
	St Rocco’s Hospice

	Thu
	26th
	Chiltern Road
	Local community groups

	Fri
	27th
	Honister Avenue
	Church of the Transfiguration

	Sat
	28th
	Swindale Avenue
	The unemployed

	
	
	
	

	Sun
	29th
	The Presentation in the Temple - Candlemass

	Mon
	30th
	Cooper Avenue
	Those training for ordination

	Tue
	31st
	Pentland Place
	Liverpool Cathedral

	
	
	
	





SDB Plumbing Services


All plumbing, heating and gas work undertaken





Full bathroom installations





Free quotes                                             


All work guaranteed





Member of the Gas Safe Register


Stew Boyle


07968 841093
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Photomagic


For All your Wedding Needs





�


Call David on


01270 872214


� HYPERLINK "mailto:crozierphotomagic@fsmail.net" �crozierphotomagic@fsmail.net�





3 Dunwood Drive, Lawton


Heath End, Nr Alsager ST7 3RE





Fridge and Freezers  


Washing Machines  


Dishwashers 


Cookers etc





Fridge and Freezers  


Washing Machines  


Dishwashers 


Cookers etc








Andrew Mercer


Domestic Appliance Repairs





01925 423840


07723 967564





� HYPERLINK "mailto:andymercer22@hotmail.com" �andymercer22@hotmail.com�














MISS DAISY’S





Professional Floristry 


for All Occasions





Soft Toys, Balloons


Plants and Cards


Deliveries





Amanda Morrison


Station Road, Great Sankey              Tel/Fax: 01925 244530





From the Registers
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