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School News
How to escape from a smoke filled building was Year 5’s challenge recently when Cheshire Fire and Rescue visited school with their portable smoke tent. It’s a lesson we hope they’ll never need, but should the need arise, they will be better prepared.
The School’s brass players are in for a treat soon when they will play at The Pyramid Centre in preparation for a concert to be given later in the year alongside the world famous Halle Orchestra.
The children had an unusual and exciting assembly in January when a member of the Mad Science team visited school to demonstrate some of the science associated with sport, and this year in particular, the Olympics. There were plenty of practical experiments and there was no shortage of willing volunteers to assist. It certainly brought a new interest to science in school.

One of the key issues in school is attendance and there are lots of initiatives to encourage the children to take greater responsibility for getting themselves to school on time. The Spring Term is often the one where absence is at its highest yet the incentives seem to be working well. Some classes are almost reaching 100% attendance and the overall level is almost 96% (which is our target).
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Find us behind TJ Hughes next door to Swinton Insurance

www.windowdreams.co.uk
From the Vicar:

I love the internet and I love a bargain. Recently, I received an e-mail from Church House Publishing advertising their New Year sale. There may have been a hundred or more titles, all at heavily discounted prices, and I couldn’t hold myself back (well, when you think about it, you can’t, can you?!)
Some of the titles were only published recently , and most of them were first sold within the last couple of years, so I stocked up with a number of Biblical commentaries – and one or two items of lighter reading at the same time.

With Lent firmly on the horizon, it helped me prepare, unusually early, to make the most of a very special time in the Church’s year. 
I may well have other ideas about things I’d like to do during the coming forty days and nights, but I feel it’s a good start, and I wonder if you’ve started to think about Lent yet.

For a number of years, we have worked with the other Orford churches on a Lent Study Group. Not only is it a time to meet with our brothers and sisters from other local churches, many of whom we’ve got to know really well now, but it’s also a change to think together about some of the issues we face in our daily lives and feel more confident to deal with them when they come our way. They have been most enjoyable and equally rewarding in the past, and we hope to repeat the magic formula again this year.
The turnout from St Andrew’s hasn’t been particularly strong in recent times, so I hope this year we will make a real effort to keep Lent faithfully, which may include joining the Lent Group. I would be delighted to offer lifts to anyone who’d like to join us.

I am often amazed at the amount people are willing to pay for works of art, old books and other treasures. Admittedly, they are always collectors who attach great value to the items they are bidding for, and most of them can easily afford the items they wish to buy. It leads me to wonder what I would want to buy and how much I’d be willing to pay.
Not everything has monetary value, of course, and some things are more demanding of time or patience than hard cash. This doesn’t make them any less valuable, and applying the principle to faith can be most illuminating! The Lent Group I mentioned earlier doesn’t cost anything (in fact, there’s usually a free cup of tea!) But it does require us to give up an hour or so of our time and a little effort when we get there. Even then, we usually get more out of it than we ever put in – though that’s more about God’s generosity than our worldly understanding of cost.
Lent is also a good time to assess our priorities in other parts of our lives too. I have been pleasantly pleased to hear that some people have increased what they give to the work of the church in their planned giving envelopes (though if you’ve not done so already, Lent might be the perfect time to think about it and act on it).

Where does the church come in your list of priorities? Is it near the top, or low down at the bottom of your list? If what we give, whether in terms of time, talents or cash, is small compared to the other things we do, what does that say about its importance in our day to day lives?

Lent can be a time for making a fresh commitment, and for trying something new. Each Friday evening in Lent, we have a service of Stations of the Cross. It takes the form of a journey and follows the steps of our Lord from his arrest and trial through the crucifixion to his resurrection. Lasting 30 to 45 minutes, the intimate atmosphere brings us right into the presence of God and helps us to appreciate the enormous cost on his part in redeeming his people. I find Stations of the Cross a tremendously uplifting experience, and well worth being there. 
If Stations of the Cross isn’t for you, then how about coming to church during the week? There’s a regularly celebration of communion on Wednesday evening and another on Thursday morning so it should be possible for most people to get to one or other service.

Outside of church, there may be things we want to do to make for a more holy Lent. For example, how about writing to someone we’ve not been in touch with for a long time, or making a phone call to someone we’ve lost touch with. They may seem simple ideas, but to the person at the other end, they might mean a great deal.

What are you going to do this Lent? Now’s the time to decide!
Michael Raynor
What’s on in February...  
Sunday 5th       
The Third Sunday before Lent
February
10.00am
Sung Eucharist



12 noon
Holy Baptism
Tuesday 7th
  7.30pm
 Memorial Service for Canon J O Colling at St Elphin, Warrington
Thursday 9th
Due to a funeral, there will not be a celebration of the Eucharist this morning


11.15am
Cluster meeting here at St Andrew’s

  2.00pm
Deanery Prayer at St Paul’s, Penketh 


  7.30pm
Deanery Prayer at St Paul’s, Penketh


  8.00pm
Thursday Ladies' Club meet at the vicarage

Friday 10th 
9.15am
Personnel Committee meet in School

Sunday 12th       
The Second Sunday before Lent

10.00am
Sung Eucharist


Sunday 19th       
The Sunday next before Lent

10.00am
Sung Eucharist


Weds 22nd
Ash Wednesday

10.30am
Solemn Eucharist with Ashing



Cluster Eucharist and Ashing at St Margaret and All Hallows

Thursday 23rd
  8.00pm
Thursday Ladies' Club meet at the vicarage

Friday 24th
  6.30pm
Stations of the Cross

Sunday 26th       
The First Sunday in Lent


10.00am
Sung Eucharist


Tuesday 28th
School Personnel Committee Interviews in school

Weds 29th 
School Personnel Committee Interviews in church

Weds 29th
  7.30pm
Lent Group meets at St Ann’s Church

Friday 3rd
12.30pm
United Prayers and lunch – venue to be announced

  6.30pm
Stations of the Cross

Sunday 4th       
The Second Sunday in Lent

March
10.00am
Sung Eucharist



12 noon
Holy Baptism

The Wednesday Lent Group at St Ann’s, the Friday Lent Prayers and lunch, and Stations of the Cross will take place each week in Lent. Everyone is welcome to attend.
There are regular weekly celebrations of the Eucharist (Holy Communion) on Wednesday evening at 7.00pm (please note the time) and Thursday morning at 10.30am. Celebrations on Saint’s Days are published on the Sunday sheet. All are welcome. Please also see the Directory page on the back cover.
Bookings for weddings and baptisms (christenings) are normally made on Tuesday evening in church between 7.00 and 7.30pm, or by arrangement with the vicar.
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Who’s on in February …
	2012
	sidespeople
	reader
	intercessor
	offertory

	5 Feb
	L. Giblin

P. Smith
	B. Boscoe
	K. Rowan
	F. Greatorex 

S. Metcalfe

	12 Feb
	D. Sutcliffe

O. Vowles
	F. Greatorex
	V. Donoghue 
	E  Chambers

K. Chambers 

	19 Feb
	B. Barnard

S. Barnard
	Don Miller
	F. Greatorex
	V. Carter

M. Loughead

	26 Feb
	J. Devereux

V. Donoghue
	D. Yeamans
	N. Lee
	B. Barnard

S. Barnard

	4 Mar
	A. Yeamans

D. Yeamans
	N. Kirk
	Dot Miller
	E. Chadwick 

G. Kenwright


	2012
	Prepare and serve tea
	Wash up

	5 Feb
	B. Boscoe / B. Glover
	M. Dunbobbin / D. Miller

	12 Feb
	L. Giblin / F. Greatorex
	B. Boscoe / B. Glover

	19 Feb
	V. Carter / M. Harrington
	L. Giblin / F. Greatorex

	26 Feb
	M. Ellison / P. Smith
	V. Carter / M. Harrington

	4 Mar
	M. Dunbobbin / D. Miller
	M. Ellison / P. Smith


	2012
	Sunday School 
	Counting collections

	5 Feb
	L. Giblin
	B. Boscoe / B. Glover

	12 Feb
	J. Raynor
	D. Miller / P. Smith

	19 Feb
	J. Raynor
	V. Carter / J. Raynor

	26 Feb
	J. Raynor
	M. Ellison / A. Yeamans

	4 Mar
	J. Raynor
	B. Boscoe / B. Glover


	2012
	Read on Weds Evening
	Hall Cleaning

	1 / 2 Feb
	Fr Michael
	M & S Higham

	8 / 9 Feb
	J. Raynor
	J. Devereux

	15 / 16 Feb
	W. Forster
	M & S Higham

	22 / 23 Feb
	Ash Weds
	Fr Michael

	29 / 1 Mar
	D. Yeamans
	M & S Higham

	7 / 8 Mar
	D. Miller
	J. Devereux


The new rota for February to May is now on the notice board in church. If you think you might be unable to take your turn, please arrange a swap and write it on the main rota. Thank you for helping.

Snippets from the Church Times

The Bishops in the House of Lords recently led an attack on Government plans to rein in benefits for the poorest members of society. Child benefit, in particular, was singled out as an effective way of keeping children out of poverty. Not surprisingly, the bishops were seen by some as interfering in politics (though their membership of the House of Lords is entirely political). The Bill will now return to the Commons where the Government plans to overturn their defeat in the Lords.
Not only are holidays advertised on Boxing Day, but one of the January editions of the Church times carried a list of opportunities for gap year students already planning what to do once their exams have been completed. Not all of them are for exotic destinations, either. The Salvation Army offer free places in the UK and Ireland while Crosslinks offer four month placements in four of the five continents (Australasia being the one not available) at a typical cost of £3k. Christian Aid, USPG, the Church Army and many more offer similar opportunities, rewarding both the student and the community they serve.
Liverpool Cathedral is offering the chance to have your name and significant event or date engraved on a brick in what will become the People’s Path. Starting at the Lady Chapel door, it will detail the lives of thousands of lives connected in one way or another with Liverpool. At just £50 for a brick, demand is expected to be high. (More details when they are made available). 

After a very successful launch last spring, the makers of the Real Easter Egg were disappointed to find that none of the big supermarkets were willing to order significant quantities of the egg this year. It may be “absurd caution” or “political correctness” said the Bishop of Oxford, but he felt that there was a “clear cut agenda to keep credible products, with any connection to Christianity, off the shelves.” Trading under the slogan ‘Putting Jesus back into Easter’. Orders can be placed at www.realeasteregg.co.uk but early ordering is thought to be essential.
Emlyn Warder, who celebrated his one hundredth birthday recently, started his illustrious career at the tender age of fifteen in Kirkby Fleetham, near Northallerton. Emlyn tried to retire in his seventies, but when the vicar of the parish he moved to found out about his talent on the organ, Emlyn found himself once more on the organist’s bench.
Training leaders
The leading Anglican missionary society, USPG (United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel) divides its work into projects. Some are health based (hospitals and clinics) while others are principally connected with building communities, particularly in places where illness is rife and poverty desperate. Just a few projects are connected with theological education – training men and women for ministry as clergy or lay people in their communities. Much of this work takes place in areas where the Church is growing rapidly and there aren’t enough ministers to help them grow in their faith.
Some four or five years ago, the PCC decided to support USPG’s work in Training Leaders. At the time, we understood that support for this project wasn’t as great as some of the others, yet we felt it was an important part of God’s work and one we wanted to support.

Under the umbrella of Training Ministers are at least four separate projects: St Paul’s Theological College in Madagascar, Andrew and Janice Proudie working in Ethiopia, St Thomas’ Theological College in Pakistan and Jane and Martin Canning in Tanzania. USPG also have links with the Diocese of Jamaica and the Cayman Islands and the diocese of Peshawar, also in Pakistan.
At St Thomas’ College, students are supported with tuition fees which, for many, would simply be out of reach. Ministry in Pakistan presents its own challenges and the College aims to prepare its students to face these issues with confidence and thereby support their congregations. The College, which is in the Anglican tradition, has trained dozens of men and women to work in the United Church of Pakistan.

In Ethiopia, over a thousand students registered at the new Anglican community library and resource centre when it opened recently. Located in western Ethiopia, the Gambella Anglican Centre will serve local communities, irrespective of ethnic background or religious belief. Life at Gambella is far from easy. Near the border with Sudan, it is two long days’ drive from the capital, Addis Ababa. The region is prone to water-borne diseases, malaria, flooding and drought – and conflict. Education brings its own problems as most families want their children to start work as soon as possible. The long term aim of Gambella is to offer a better way of life for everyone living in that region.
Communion twice?
Among the regular features in the Church Times is a column called Out of the Question. Readers write in with their questions and others are invited to respond. Curiously, there are a few people who rise to the challenge and respond regularly (in one or two cases, almost every week) and their answers are usually very good and enlightening.
A recent question, which can be heard regularly up and down the land, went: “Is it permissible for a lay person to partake of Holy Communion in both the morning and the evening?”
Before quoting the answer, it is worth noting that the question asks about lay people (that is, not the clergy). The reason is simply that clergy, who always preside at the Holy Communion (Eucharist), are required to receive the sacrament at every celebration, so the expectation is that if there’s more than one service during the day, they will receive at each service.

Turning to Canon Terry Palmer’s reply: “...communicants were once taught  to observe a strict fast before receiving communion which effectively inhibited communicants from receiving the sacrament later than early morning (hence the popularity of the 8 o’clock service). The relaxation of the rule of fasting altered the situation, but old habits die hard.
There has never been a rule to forbid lay people from partaking of the sacrament more than once a day. It has been suggested that the  custom may have developed to avoid a situation where the ultra-pious  sought to receive several times a day (which was perfectly possible at one time).

As a norm, the traditional custom helps to ensure a devout and well-prepared approach to the altar; but it need not be rigorously followed. When, for instance, a regular communicant is invited to join another congregation for a special evening celebration, such as a Patronal festival or confirmation, it would be inappropriate not to communicate at what could be a second Eucharist on that day.
To receive communion is to share fully in the sacramental fellowship of a given Eucharistic community and to identify with the special ‘intention’ of that service. Whether a person receives the Blessed Sacrament once or twice, the important thing is that it shall always be with awesome reverence.”
The Good Childhood Report
As many as half a million children in the UK suffer from low well-being according to a report published by the Children’s Society. The Archbishop of York, in the foreword, says that this “should be a wake-up call to us all”.

The report, The Good Childhood Report 2012, sets out six priorities for promoting happiness of children for the Government to consider when it draws up new policies. They are having: 

· the right conditions to learn

· a positive view of themselves

· enough of the items that matter

· positive relationships at home and with friends

· a safe home and local environments, and

· opportunities to thrive.

The Society has been researching the factors that affect children’s well-being for the last seven years, carrying out regular surveys with  children aged eight to fifteen. It found that family relationships were the most important contibutor in children’s well being, but that the structure of the family – whether single parented, partnered or married – made little difference. 
Stability was also shown to be important: a quarter of children who had moved home more than once were found to have low levels of well-being.

Older children suffered low well-being more than younger ones – unhappiness doubled from ten to fourteen years of age. Peer pressure was a major contributory factor, too. Children generall ywanted to be ‘like their friends’.
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What the PCC decided...
The first meeting of 2012 took place on 24th January. There were a number of important issues to consider including Protection for All and financial matters.
Protection for All is the diocesan policy on child protection and vulnerable adult protection. Although the policy is formulated by diocesan experts, it is the responsibility of the PCC to review it annually and ensure that it is applied properly. Don Miller briefly reported on training he had received as a Reader in training and circulated a single-page summary sheet. The PCC agreed to adopt the diocesan policy and the summary sheet was signed by vicar and wardens. The full policy will be kept in church and anyone wishing to see it should ask the vicar. A list of contact details for those involved in the protection of children and vulnerable adults has been put up on the notice board in church and the hall.
After giving a brief update on our financial situation, Kathy Rowan, our Treasurer, presented a draft version of the accounts for 2010. Together with Fr Michael, they picked out the salient points for the attention of the PCC. It was noted that the heating system in the Hall had been paid for out of the year’s income. Memebrs were asked to take the draft away and if they have any questions, to raise them with the vicar or treasurer. A final set of Accounts will then be circulated before being sent for audit.

Albert Yeamans advised the PCC previously of his wish to stand down as Gift Aid Secretary and outlined the duties that the role entailed. It is hoped to find a replacement soon so that Albert can pass on his knowledge to his successor.  Fr Michael thanked Kathy, Albert, Margaret Ellsion (Gift Aid Recorder) and those who helped to count the collections each week for their continued support over the past year. 

The Pulpit Swap in Advent was generally welcomed as successful, bringing new insights and fresh thinking from elsewhere in the cluster. At the next ccluster meeting, the idea of an Away Day will be discussed.
A request for quiet before the service was received and plans were made to begin the following Sunday. 

The Annual Meeting was set for Sunday 25th March following the Sung Eucharist. More details can be found elsewehre in the magazine.

The Annual Meeting
It seems that hardly has Christmas passed before we are thinking about this year’s Annual Parochial Church Meeting, known affectionately as the Annual General Meeting.

Only about half of our congregation attend the meeting, which is a little surprising as it is so important in the life of our church. So if you’ve never been to an Annual Meeting, let me tell you what you are missing!
First of all, it is an opportunity to hear about some of the good things that have happened over the past twelve months. It’s also a chance to find out how we are doing – in terms of numbers, services and finance. And it’s also a time to ask any burning questions you may have.

Secondly, it’s about the future – what are we hoping to do and how might we go about it. To help with this, we appoint church wardens, members of Deanery Synod and the Church Council, and people to act as sides people. For the next twelve months, they will play their part in making St Andrew’s great.

This year, we have the added interest of planning for the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Consecration of St Andrew’s. We still have happy memories of the Fortieth, but Fifty seems an even more important milestone.
Not everyone may want to be elected to one of the roles on offer, but everyone is welcome to come along and take part. Everyone whose name appeared on the Electoral Roll before 1st October 2011 is entitled to stand for office and to nominate and elect others to the various roles to be filled. (If you are not on the Roll, please speak to Joyce Blyth who will ensure that you are enrolled in good time for next year#’s meeting).

So what are we looking for? We need two church wardens and fifteen people to serve on the Church Council. (Deanery Synod representatives are elected for three years and still have one more year to complete). Anyone wishing to volunteer as a sidesperson would also be a welcome addition. Forms inviting nominations will appear later this month and the meeting will take place after the Sung Eucharist on Sunday 25th March.
Waste not, want not

Granny Mouse says “use it up”.  Using up is a bit like turning necessity into virtue. Starting with a desire not to waste anything, we sometimes come up with really tasty recipes (worth repeating if only we can remember how we did it first time round!)  Different nationalities often have variations on the same theme, such as this month’s recipes:
Bubble and Squeak
1 onion (or leek if preferred)
1 lb  mashed potato 

12 oz cooked vegetables – you can use most vegetables, chopped up

4 rashers of bacon (optional) fried and cut up into small strips

Salt and black pepper to taste, oil for frying

Add oil to a frying pan and fry onions until soft. Add the bacon (or leftover ham) and fry until golden brown. Drain excess oil. Place the mashed potato into a large bowl and fold in the chopped vegetables, then onion, bacon and seasoning. Divide the mixture into equal portions and make small, scone-shaped patties. Fry until golden brown, or for a more healthy option, bake in the oven at 400F / Mark 6 for 20-30 minutes until golden brown. Serve with leftover meat and homemade chutney. Serves four.
Champ 
A variation on Colcannon, Champ is a favourite in Northern Ireland and related to Bubble and Squeak, as the recipe shows:

1 lb old potatoes

1 large leek or onion

Splash of milk

Knob of butter

Salt and black pepper

Boil the potatoes, drain well and mash with a little milk, butter and seasoning. Slice the onion or leek and fry in butter until soft. Fold in the mashed potato. Place the potato mixture into an ovenproof dish and bake in a preheated oven at 400F/200C (Mark 6) for 20 minutes or until the topping is crispy and brown. Serve with a warming stew. Delicious!
	Midday prayer in Lent
During the season of Lent, the churches of Orford intend to meet for Prayer on Friday lunchtime, and follow it with a joint lunch. Midday prayer will begin at 12.30pm and the list of venues will be advertised shortly. Everyone is welcome; it lasts about forty minutes and is a good chance to meet other Christians from the area. 
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Women’s World Day of Prayer
It is quite mind-blowing to think of a wave of prayer circling the globe, but that’s exactly what happens on Friday 2nd March. Here in Warrington, the town’s service will be held at Holy Trinity church beginning at 2.30pm. Everyone (men and women alike) are welcome. [see also page 20]
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Howard Leatherbarrow, our Deanery Growth Coordinator, is running a short course entitles Mission Shaped Church in which he will tease out some answers to questions about the challenges facing the church and increasing numbers of worshippers. It is being held at Holy Trinity Church on Wednesday evenings starting at 7.30pm and is open to everyone. Even though the course has started, there’s a lot to be learned from joining it at this point.

Deanery Prayer

this month will be held at 2.00pm and 7.30pm on Thursday 9th February at St Paul’s Church, Penketh.
Thanks
from Peggy Moss, who organises the St Rocco’s Hospice Stamp Appeal. The total raised, she tells us, is now £8,178. With the increase in popularity of e-mail and other forms of communication, postage stamps are less readily available. So all used and unused stamps are greatly appreciated, as are old stamp collections and albums, and postcards, particularly with the stamp still attached.
We are most grateful to Joyce Crozier for gathering, and trimming, stamps collected at St Andrew’s before taking them on to St Rocco’s.

February Saints

The modern Church calendar celebrates the lives of some of the less well-known saints. Here are just a few of those commemorated this month with a brief explanation of their contribution to the faith:

10 February - Scholastica, Abbess of Plombariola 

Scholastica is a more shadowy figure than her famous brother, St Benedict. She too was born at Nursia, central Italy, around the year 480. At an early age she chose to consecrate herself to God, but probably continued to live at home. Only after Benedict moved to Monte Cassino did she settle at Plombariola nearby, joining or maybe founding a nunnery under his direction. As abbess she sought to follow his Rule, and met him each year at a house near his monastery where they would praise God together and discuss spiritual matters. She died in about the year 543. Benedict had a vision of her soul rising up to heaven and, collecting her body, he had her buried in the tomb prepared for himself. Scholastica soon became a figure for veneration by all nuns who followed Benedict‘s Rule.

14 February - Cyril & Methodius 

Cyril and his older brother Methodius were born in Thessalonica, both developing in their youth the ability to speak several languages, including Slavonic, a language not yet written down, at least in an alphabet understood by others. Cyril created the Slavonic alphabet and set about translating the Scriptures and other liturgical texts into the language. They established the church in Moravia, but in so doing entered into the controversy between indigenous and centralised religious practices and worship. Cyril died on this day in the year 869, whilst the brothers were in Rome, there to obtain papal approval for their evangelistic work. Methodius returned to Moravia as archbishop, where he completed the translation of the Bible and continued the missionary work. He died in the year 885. Today they are revered in both Christian East and West and, as such, are seen as patron saints of ecumenism between these two great branches of Christendom. 

23 February - Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna

Honoured as one of the first Christian martyrs, Polycarp had been Bishop of Smyrna on the Adriatic coast of Asia Minor for over forty years when the persecution of Christians began. He was arrested and given the option to renounce his faith and so save his life. His response was: ‘I have been Christ's servant for eighty-six years and he has done me no harm. Can I now blaspheme my King and my Saviour?’ He was immediately burnt at the stake. His remains were gathered together and buried outside the city; thus began the practice of celebrating the Eucharist over his burial place on the anniversary of his death, a practice which also grew over the martyrs‘ tombs in the Roman catacombs. Polycarp died in the year 155. 

The Collect for Ash Wednesday 

To be used throughout Lent)

Almighty and everlasting God,

you hate nothing that you have made

and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent:

create and make in us new and contrite hearts

that we, worthily lamenting our sins

and acknowledging our wretchedness,

may receive from you, the God of all mercy,

perfect remission and forgiveness;

through Jesus Christ your son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.  
Amen    
The Big Society?
Unless you have spent the last few months on the moon – you will not have escaped the debate surrounding ‘The Big Society’, which, if I have it right, is meant to see more power being placed in the hands of local people so that we can all play a real part in, and make an equally real contribution to, the community in which we live.

The debate has covered issues such as volunteers running local libraries and swimming pools, and much, much more – the list is endless and with creative imagination so are the possibilities.

However, as the Archbishops, and Bishops of the Church of England have already made clear, for many Christians the Big Society is already a reality in their lives – the church is the largest volunteer organisation in the country, probably in the world, so we know a thing or two about volunteers and the ideas being publicised and proposed as part of the Big Society agenda!

The difference between the ‘Big Society’ as already present for many and that being proposed by the government centres around the question of finance.  You do not have to be a genius to come to the conclusion that even volunteers need to be organised, supported and in many cases trained in order to be truly effective and this costs money – and like it or not, much of this finance at present comes from central government or local government grants – all of which are in the process of being cut.  So the question as to whether or not the Big Society is really a big confirmation of all that is good about being human or just a big con – remains to answered.

Not a bad question to ponder as we approach Lent!
Peter Bradley 

(Archdeacon of Warrington) 
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Christian Aid News and Update
You might be tempted to think that Christian Aid only functions in May (especially if you think vicars only work on Sunday) but the truth of the matter is that Christian Aid works right through the year. This is true locally, and it’s true on a national level too. 

The local committee raise awareness and funds right through the year, though there’s a special push when it comes to Christian Aid Week. At the Autumn Fair in November, volunteers made £ 363.91; the Christmas Appeal Market collection raised a further £ 212.49 and the Christmas Big Sing held in Stockton Heath just before Christmas raised £ 315.17 – almost £900 in total. Given the current economic climate, these are impressive results. 
Gearing up for Christian Aid Week, the regional office are running  an event called “What a difference a week makes” to encourage and boost as many people as possible in the build up to Christian Aid Week. Unfortunately, information about the event only came after the last edition of Green Spire was published and the event takes place on Saturday 4th February – probably before this edition hits the streets!
However, it’s not too late to consider the ‘Pancake Party’ to be held at the Community Centre, St Katherine’s Way (behind St Elphin’s Church) on Shrove Tuesday, 21st February, starting at 7.00pm.  Tickets are £3.50, which includes pancakes (but bring your own drink please). There will be a quiz, raffle and bring and buy stall too. Tickets from Margaret on 01925 725547
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Women’s World Day of Prayer
Holy Trinity, Warrington at 2.30pm on

Friday 2nd March 2012

[image: image14.png]i

ES

.5, Lovely Lane,
J%’rrington Ai. #y

Tel: 01925 232282



Every year, on the first Friday in March, women all over the world will be praying together for each other. 

Each year, the Order of Service is compiled by women of a different country, a different culture, many with problems very different from our own. Some countries are poor, some are rich, but all have needs that they can share with their sisters around the world.

This year, the service has been put together by the women of Malaysia. Malaysia is home to the famous rain forests which are now an endangered eco-system.  Here, amid the amazing range of wildlife can be found the largest butterfly and the largest flower in the world!
The theme for this year’s service, ‘Let Justice Prevail’, echoes the discrimination often perpetrated against women. The women of Malaysia who wrote the service see considerable corruption and greed all around them, and voices for truth and justice are quickly silenced.
The women of Malaysia ask for mercy and justice. As this wave of prayer follows its path round the world, please pray for them, and for all the people involved in this special day of prayer.

Four portraits of Jesus


What does your picture of Jesus look like? Many of us are influenced by art, and the Holman Hunt painting of Jesus, the Light of the World is familiar to most people, with Jesus, holding a lantern, standing in a garden and knocking on an ivy-covered door. 
There are other sources which help us paint a picture in our minds, and surely one of the best sources are the gospels. Michael Ramsey, one-time Archbishop of Canterbury, wrote and spoke in the most graphic way. An academic by training, he had the common touch and the ability to put some of the most powerful thoughts into words that we could all understand. Drawing on the Jesus portrayed in each of the four gospels, he described the different qualities that together give a fuller, more rounded picture than any single one can do.
St Mark [the first account to be written] shows us the vividly human aspects of Jesus, who is none the less the divine Son who comes in power, and the intense emphasis upon the way of the Cross is in itself a part of the power of God at work.

St Matthew shows us Jesus as the Royal Messiah, fulfilling the Old Testament, reigning and legislating for the community of his disciples, and warning them of final judgement both for them and for the world. 
St Luke shows us the ministry of Jesus’ compassion, reaching out to meet every human need; and while the story is very down to earth, it resounds again and again with the canticles of praise and the songs of heaven.

St John (and who dares to summarise his portrait in a sentence or two?) shows us that the Word who is made flesh in Jesus  is also at work in all creation; that life and judgement are present in the here and now, and that the Passion is in itself victory and glory.
James Oliver (Joc) Colling  RIP
Joc Colling served as (and rejoiced in the title of) Rector of Warrington for twenty-five years, having previously been Vicar and Rector of Padgate. Because of his long association with the town, and his particular association with St Andrew’s, for whom he was Patron while Rector of Warrington, many here will have been saddened to hear of his death on November 7th last year. 
Joc was born in Hindley Green, on the outskirts of Wigan, in 1930 and served the whole of his ministry in the Diocese of Liverpool. He read Mediaeval History at Manchester before going to Cuddesdon Theological College in Oxford to train for the ministry. Joc was of an age where he was required to do National Service and spent most of his time teaching history to new recruits to the RAF at Cranwell. 
Joc was ordained in 1954 and served his title at Wigan Parish Church. He married Jean, whom he’d known since school days, at Pennington Church. In 1959, they moved to Warrington and the rural parish of Padgate. They were exciting times. The M6 and proposed M62 were the catalyst for listing Warrington as a New Town and Joc rose to the challenge. As Roger Wikeley, who wrote about Joc for the Church Times, said, “Joc brought vision, enthusiasm, and determination to the task of leading the Church of England in the planning of its ministry in the expanded Warrington, and his leader​ship was accepted and appreciated by the leaders of the other Christian denominations.”
Joc oversaw the building of churches in Woolston, Birchwood and Cinnamon Brow and schools in several places around Warrington. His time at St Elphin’s was of tremendous importance to the parish and the town. His love of architecture saw a massive programme of renovation (at huge cost) and a deepening involvement in civic life. He visited Hilden with groups from the town (and had fascinating stories to tell of some of those visits) and supported the local regiment (known affectionately as the South Lancs’) which became the Duke of Lancaster’s Regiment. He established the Community Health Council, was much involved in improving ecumenical relations, and played a leading role in caring for townspeople in the aftermath of the bombing, for which he was made Chaplain to the Queen and later awarded the MBE.
There will be a memorial service at St Elphin’s on Tuesday 7th February at 7.30pm.

As I see it …

“When candles are lighted on Candlemas Day”
We mice love the feast of ‘Candlemouse’ – or Candlemas as you like to call it! We thought it was an excuse to warm up the church and give us poor mice a feast of beeswax at the coldest part of the year. Mind you, we do like candlelit services: the Carol Service, Candlemas and the Easter Vigil. Even though Candlemas takes place during the day, there’s still a very special feel to it. Next year, Fr Michael has promised a bit more of a procession. Rather than make straight for the font, he’s thinking we’ll all process around the aisles together first.
We’re not the only ones who like candles, though. We’ve noticed how many of you come to the votive light stand to light a candle. It does look impressive from the very moment the first candle is lit.

We have been delighted to see Sarah, Amy and Kimberley back in church, serving and joining in with Sunday School. Did you see the Sunday School go up into the choir recently to look at the window of St Andrew? They were amazed to find a picture of me etched into the glass, climbing up one of the arms of St Andrew’s Cross. It’s a good job the glazier didn’t try to include our whole family – it would have been difficult even though it is a very large window!
Since Christmas, things have been fairly quiet. There was. of course, the Unity Service in mid January, and there was plenty of food for everyone, including us mice. Well, I say everyone, but I did hear that Fr Michael went to the vicarage fridge that evening feeling a bit peckish, expecting to find an odd sandwich or two looking for a good home. When he got there, the fridge was bare, as they say in the best nursery rhymes. Apparently, the ladies had suggested taking the leftover sandwiches in to the Scouts and Jenny took them at their word.
What about the weather? We’ve noticed how cold it has gone these past few days, just when we were starting to look forward to spring. In fact, we’ve been really glad of the new heating system in the Hall, which comes on automatically if it gets too cold and we’re about to freeze. Now there’s kindness to animals if ever I heard it. We sometimes pop in to the Dancing on Monday afternoon, though last week we weren’t the only ones. We were pleased to see some new faces and hope they’ll come again.
We try to keep out of the way on Thursday and Friday in case we are trodden on. We did think of enrolling the youngsters in Beavers so that they could learn some useful skills (ideas on a postcard please). We’ve noticed that the leaders are fairly nifty with a knife and fork (and Fr Michael’s sandwiches) so maybe the young mice could learn camp cookery...

We were pleased to see Grant and Jimmy recently when they came back to do the last little jobs before the work is formally signed off. Not that there was much to do – they’d made such a good job in the first place. We do miss having them around – they were good company even if they didn’t see a lot of us. Anyway, the tidying up is complete and Kathy is going to have to get out the cheque book soon!

Talking of people we were pleased to see, we were glad to welcome back Eileen Whitehead after her fall and time of recovery. It seemed a long time since we’d seen her and we were pleased she made it to the service on Wednesday.

One thing that really pleases us is the new ‘five minute silence’ before the service.  We used to enjoy listening to Peter playing the organ before the service started, so now that it has been suggested that everyone observes the quiet time from five to ten, we look forward to picking out some of our favourite pieces.
     Churchmouse

A new font?

No, not the place for baptism but the lettering used in this month’s edition of Green Spire. It is called Calibri and was designed for Microsoft to give a cleaner, easy to read, more modern look to publications. Please let us know what you think and especially whether you find it any easier to read.

The Family Bible 


There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family Bible to her brother in another part of the country.

"Is there anything breakable in here?" asked the counter clerk.

"Only the Ten Commandments," answered the lady.

Funerals:

  5th January:
Eric Stanley (Stan) Walmsley
11th January:
Inez Day

13th January:
Kenneth McFadden

17th January:
Dorothy Beryl Hayes

17th January:
Doris Nelly Mather

17th January:
Thomas Gordon Hardman

Communicants and Collections: 

	2012
	Sunday

Communicants
	Midweek

Communicants
	Loose

Collections £
	Planned

Giving £

	1st Jan
	43
	26
	2.70 
	174.70 

	8th Jan
	49
	12
	31.71 
	313.32 

	15th Jan
	49
	10
	62.95 
	203.01 

	22nd Jan
	48
	15
	18.09 
	271.61 

	29th Jan
	51
	14
	16.00 
	232.91 


D

onations   

         We would like to thank everyone who has made a gift or donation to our various funds this past month.

General Fund

· In loving memory of  Matt Morrow from Val Carter

· Coppers donated by Joyce Hetherington

· Phoenix Club returned prize 

· In loving memory of Matt Morrow from family and friends

· In loving memory of Joyce Delooze from husband Wilf

· In loving memory of my dear Mum, Nellie Shaw, on her year's mind (19th Jan) from Susan and Robert Baird

· In memory of Tom Roberts - a loving husband, father and grandfather (18th Jan) from wife Joan, daughter Barbara and family

· Donation from Mr Patrick

· In memory of Matt Morrow from Gladys Gardner

· In loving memory of a dear husband, Dad and Grandpa, Roy Gardner, (4.1.12) and Birthday thoughts (12.1.12) from Gladys and family

· Emily Rothwell

· In memory of Mum and Dad, Hilda and Ken Dolling, and brothers Edward and Paul, from Faith (Greatorex)

· Thanks for prayers for Wilf from Margaret Hatton

· In memory of my Mum, Ellen Cook, from Val Carter and family

· Verger's fee (3) 

(   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (    

Flower Fund
· From Tom Springett

· In memory of Marie Barnett from Grandsons Stuart and Neal Smith

· In loving memory of Tommy from Joyce Crozier and family

(   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (    

Winners of the Phoenix Club Draw 
29th January:
1st  Prize:
128
L. Giblin

2nd Prize:
141
F. Butler

3rd Prize:
110
S. Higham


Church weddings on the increase

There is a certain fascination in looking at figures and trying to establish trends. There is also the danger of reading too much into a single set, particularly if it goes against the trend. With this in mind, the Church of England has just released its lastest tranche of attendance figures.

The good news is that the number of weddings (in 2010) rose by about four percent. This amounts to 54,700, a rise of approximately 2,000 over the previous year. Church House in London, who collates the figures from individual parishes and dioceses said that this was “the biggest increase in any one year over the last ten years.”

It is a trend borne out in Liverpool Diocese too where the increase for the same period was 3.7%. There is also a reported increase in wedding blessings of 30%.

Linda Jones, speaking on behalf othe Diocese, suggested three reasons for the increase. Firstly,the changes to the rules about where you might marry if you have a qualifying connection has helped more couples marry in the church of their choice. Secondly, the Wdddings Project has given the cChurch the chance to meet couples at the point where they are making their initial plans and offering them the real possibility of a church wedding. Finally, the Church iis now well represented at wedding fairs.
The trend in Liverpool Diocese for Sunday atendance, though, has bucked the national trend. In 2010, Liverpool recorded an increase of around 2% in weekly attendance, which may not sound amazing, but needs to be compared to the national figures which recorded a decrease of about 2%.
Parish statistics are probably too small to identify changes year on year. Average Sunday attendances for 2008-11 were 49, 50, 50 and 46 respectively. An interesting and unusual trend was seen in the number of baptisms conducted last year (2011 – later than national figures released to date) when the number baptised here rose from the 40-50 mark in recent years to 78. Talking to colleauges locally, they too have seen an significant increase, though we’ll have to wait until next year to see if the trend is just local or more widespread. Nationally, the trend seems to be moving towards baptism when the ‘child’ is slightly older – the number of infant baptisms having dropped by 1% but those over one year old has risen by a similar 1%.
Prayer Intentions for February

	
	
	
	

	Wed
	1st
	Loweswater Close
	James our Bishop

	Thu
	2nd
	Mill Farm Close
	Warrington Collegiate

	Fri
	3rd
	Crawley Avenue
	Church of the Resurrection

	Sat
	4th
	Birch Avenue
	The Unemployed

	
	
	
	

	Sun
	5th
	The Third Sunday before Lent

	Mon
	6th
	Ullswater Avenue
	Moriting School in South Africa

	Tue
	7th
	Cheviot Avenue
	Deanery Readers

	Wed
	8th
	Kendal Avenue
	Our Charity Shop

	Thu
	9th
	Oxenham Road
	The Churches of Orford Together

	Fri
	10th
	Long Lane
	Church of the Ascension

	Sat
	11th
	Ennerdale Avenue
	Sportsmen and women

	
	
	
	

	Sun
	12th
	The Second Sunday before Lent

	Mon
	13th
	Toll Bar Road
	The Guild of Braillists

	Tue
	14th
	Brandwood Avenue
	The Anglican Communion

	Wed
	15th
	Poplars Avenue
	Local GPs and their staff

	Thu
	16th
	McKee Avenue
	Christian Aid

	Fri
	17th
	Appleby Road
	St Ann, Warrington

	Sat
	18th
	Wansfell Place
	Clatterbridge Hospital

	
	
	
	

	Sun
	19th
	The Sunday next before Lent

	Mon
	20th
	Gough Avenue
	The mission of St Andrew’s

	Tue
	21st
	Bentham Avenue
	Liverpool Cathedral

	Wed
	22nd
	Locker Avenue
	A holy Lent

	Thu
	23rd
	Foxfield Close
	Those who teach the faith

	Fri
	24th
	Northway
	St Barnabas, Warrington

	Sat
	25th
	Sandy Lane
	Our Sunday School

	
	
	
	

	Sun
	26th
	The First Sunday in Lent

	Mon
	27th
	Poole Crescent
	USPG: Anglicans in Mission

	Tue
	28th
	Ajax Avenue
	Members of the Armed Forces

	Wed
	29th
	Winwick Road
	Our Lent Course 

	
	
	
	


MISS DAISY’S





From the Registers























Andrew Mercer


Domestic Appliance Repairs





01925 423840


07723 967564





� HYPERLINK "mailto:andymercer22@hotmail.com" �andymercer22@hotmail.com�




















Photomagic


For All your Wedding Needs





�


Call David on


01270 872214


� HYPERLINK "mailto:crozierphotomagic@fsmail.net" �crozierphotomagic@fsmail.net�





3 Dunwood Drive, Lawton


Heath End, Nr Alsager ST7 3RE





Professional Floristry 


for All Occasions





Soft Toys, Balloons


Plants and Cards


Deliveries





Amanda Morrison


Station Road, Great Sankey              Tel/Fax: 01925 244530
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SDB Plumbing Services


All plumbing, heating and gas work undertaken





Full bathroom installations





Free quotes                                             


All work guaranteed





Member of the Gas Safe Register


Stew Boyle


07968 841093














Fridge and Freezers  


Washing Machines  


Dishwashers 


Cookers etc
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