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Deanery Synod
There are times when the agenda of Synod is fairly tame though it can be punctuated with significant issues that affect the whole Church. 2011 has seen a debate on the ordination of women to the episcopate (women bishops) as one such issue.
General Synod (in London, with representatives from all forty-four dioceses) wanted to consult at grass-roots level before making its final decision on the debate on women bishops and asked every diocesan synod to consider a proposal that would make it a reality. The Liverpool Synod, as many other diocesan synods, asked deaneries to consider it too, recognising that deanery votes are indicative rather than binding.
Canon Peter Spiers, one of Liverpool’s representatives on General Synod, addressed the deanery in June. He gave a balanced view which put forward both sides of the debate equally. He recognised the pain and the joy that different people felt, and reminded us that most of those feelings were found in the Church even before the debate began. 
One of the difficulties facing Synod is to know what provisions to put in place for those who find they cannot accept the authority of a woman as bishop. Each diocese would have to develop its own scheme though there would be areas of common ground across the whole Church. Another difficulty is knowing how it might affect ecumenical relations. This too remains unclear.
No vote was taken but the ensuing discussion gave Peter a feeling for the mind of the meeting (which was, I think, largely supportive). Consideration of those who were opposed remains vital to the Synod.
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From the Vicar:

What a tremendous day we had for the Confirmation. As it worked out, we had not one bishop but two, giving the Bishop of Warrington the opportunity to say that you wait for ages for one and then two come along together!
The confirmation fell on All Saints’ Day (actually, it was transferred from the following Tuesday, 1st November) which gave the Bishop of Virginia a wealth of material from which to preach. He stood in the middle of the aisle and spoke about the Beatitudes, the cloud of witnesses and confirmation – a memorable sermon indeed.

There is a passage in the letter to the Hebrews which describes the saints as being a ‘cloud of witnesses’. Apparently, the Bishop had been an athlete in his younger days and he told us of a time when he was taking part in a competition in a large stadium. There were people on every side, cheering the athletes on, and it gave the home team, of which he was a member, a huge ‘home-advantage’.

He then told us that the saints were like that crowd, giving everyone who puts their trust in the Lord a huge ‘home-advantage’. It is a picture I will cherish and probably the candidates too.

Equally important, though, is the fact that Saint Paul addresses the members of the Church as saints. It’s a term he uses more than once and so an idea that must have been around in his day. It seems to me that this has two important consequences for today’s Church – both here at St Andrew’s and for the wider Church.
Not only do we look to the ‘cloud of witnesses’ for encouragement and support, but as a worshipping community and as a Church, we look to one another for the same encouragement and support. And by and large, it is extremely effective. If you think back to the sports stadium, but instead of being full, there were only one or two people present, we’d feel pretty much alone. But once the stadium fills up, the warmth and fellowship makes for a completely different experience.

As the gathered people of God, part of our task is to support one another. Churches are often close-knit communities and places where members fell they can trust one another. That should be our aim here at St Andrew’s.

As God’s saints, we also have a great deal to offer others. We are part of the community in which we live and we should bring a new and fresh perspective to the life of the parish. I remember Fr Norman Carter’s sermon, when he came to preach at our Fortieth Anniversary celebrations, in which he said that the church should be a beacon to this community. 
In national life and in local life, the church should be a signpost to the ‘better way’ – the life that Jesus promises in all its fullness.

At the moment, there are two exciting initiatives on the horizon. Anyone who has been in the Hall in the past couple of weeks will have noticed that work on the new central heating system has begun. In fact, everything is there except for the meter which should be installed in the next couple of weeks. Once it has been commissioned, the hall will be warm and we hope that it will attract new people into the Hall. We are looking for greater involvement in the community and we believe that this will make the Hall a place which people want to use. 
Secondly, we are working with school to deepen the relationship between church and school. Every half term, one class will organise a special assembly that the rest of the school will attend. We had our first such assembly for Harvest and we were delighted by the support it received from parents, grandparents and friends. These assemblies are open to everyone and it would be lovely if some members of our congregation were to attend these assemblies to show our support.
One of the really special features of All Saints’ tide is that it’s about ordinary people like us. The ‘major saints’ have their own special day. St Luke, for example, is celebrated on 18th October and St Andrew on 30th November. But the 1st November is special in that it is about the multitude of saints who have faithfully and diligently practised their faith day by day and helped us on our spiritual journey. Few of them would think of themselves as saints but that doesn’t diminish their saintliness. So anything we can do to help others on their Christian journey has got to be a good thing, the fulfilment of our calling. At the time of the year when the evenings draw in and darkness seems to pervade everything we do, let us shine our as lights in the world to the glory of God our Father.
Michael Raynor
What’s on in November...  
Sunday 6th       
The Third Sunday Before Advent
November
10.00am
Sung Eucharist


12 noon
Holy Baptism


Commemoration of All Souls


  6.00pm
Requiem Eucharist
Tuesday 8th
  3.45pm
Preparations for Holy Communion before Confirmation begins – in church


  8.00pm
PCC meeting in church

Wednesday 9th
  7.30pm
Giving for Life introductory evening at St Ann’s 

Thursday 10th
11.15am
Cluster meeting at St Andrew’s vicarage


  8.00pm
Thursday Ladies' Club meet at the vicarage

Sunday 13th       
The Second Sunday Before Advent

10.00am
Sung Eucharist and Act of Remembrance
Thursday 17th
  3.45pm
School Governors meeting

Fri 19th-Sun 21st
Scout Group Winter Camp

Sunday 20th       
The Sunday Next Before Advent

10.00am
Sung Eucharist 
Thursday 24th
  8.00pm
Thursday Ladies' Club meet at the vicarage
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Friday 25th
Personnel Committee meets in school for short-listing: time to be confirmed
Saturday 26th
CHRISTMAS FAIR


  9.30am
Setting up begins

  2.00pm
Fair Opens

Sunday 27th       
The First Sunday of Advent

10.00am
Sung Eucharist 



Preacher: Mgr John Devine, St Benedict’s

Tuesday 29th
  9.15am
Personnel Committee meet in school for interviews

Wednesday 30th
Patronal Festival - St Andrew’s Day

  9.15am
School Service in Church


  7.00pm
Patronal Festival Sung Eucharist  (note time)

Saturday 3rd
Quiet Day at St Ann’s led by the Rev Bob Dickenson

November 
Sunday 4th       
The Second Sunday of Advent


10.00am
Sung Eucharist


Celebrant and Preacher: Rev Steve Parish (St Ann’s)

12 noon
Holy Baptism

There are regular weekly celebrations of the Eucharist (Holy Communion) on Wednesday evening at 7.00pm (please note the time) and Thursday morning at 10.30am. Celebrations on Saint’s Days are published on the Sunday sheet. All are welcome. Please also see the Directory page on the back cover.
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Communion before Confirmation

We are starting preparations for Communion before Confirmation this month with a view to having a special service shortly before Christmas. There are five candidates this time. It has both Diocesan Synod and the Bishop’s backing and is practised quite widely across the Church of England. More details about the service next month.
Who’s on in November …
	2011
	sidespeople
	reader
	intercessor
	offertory

	6 Nov
	F. Greatorex

S. Metcalfe
	N. Kirk
	Don Miller
	J. Hetherington

E. Whitehead

	13 Nov
	M. Dunbobbin

M. Ellison
	V. Donoghue
	D. Yeamans
	B. Glover

B. Boscoe

	20 Nov
	L. Giblin

P. Smith
	D. Miller
	K. Rowan
	L. Giblin

J. Roberts

	27 Nov
	D. Sutcliffe

O. Vowles
	W. Forster
	V. Donoghue 
	E. Worrall

R. Worrall

	4 Dec
	B. Barnard

S. Barnard
	S. Barnard
	F. Greatorex
	C. Worrall

J. Clegg


	2011
	Prepare and serve tea
	Wash up

	6 Nov
	M. Ellison / P. Smith
	V. Carter / E. Whitehead

	13 Nov
	M. Dunbobbin / D. Miller
	M. Ellison / P. Smith

	20 Nov
	B. Boscoe / B. Glover
	M. Dunbobbin / D. Miller

	27 Nov
	L. Giblin / F. Greatorex
	B. Boscoe / B. Glover

	4 Dec
	V. Carter / E. Whitehead
	L. Giblin / F. Greatorex


	2011
	Sunday School 
	Counting collections

	6 Nov
	J. Raynor
	M. Ellison / A. Yeamans

	13 Nov
	D. Miller
	B. Boscoe / B. Glover

	20 Nov
	D. Miller
	D. Miller / P. Smith

	27 Nov
	J. Raynor
	V. Carter / J. Raynor

	4 Dec
	J. Raynor
	M. Ellison / A. Yeamans


	2011
	Read on Weds Evening
	Hall Cleaning

	9 / 10 Nov
	D. Yeamans
	J. Devereux

	16 / 17 Nov
	D. Miller
	M & S Higham

	23 / 24 Nov
	D. Kirk
	Fr Michael

	30 / 1 Dec
	Sung service
	M & S Higham

	7 / 8 Dec
	N. Lee
	J. Devereux


Rota for December: is on the notice board at the back of church. Please check now, and if you cannot do your turn, please swap and amend the rota before the end of November. The revised rota will be in the December magazine.
Snippets from the Church Times

The Archbishop of Canterbury visited Zimbabwe in October and the Church Times gave the visit detailed coverage. There is a wonderful picture of him greeting the assembled worshippers in the sports stadium in Harare. The Diocese of Harare has been deeply troubled by a renegade bishop who has inflicted immense harm of the Church there and Dr Williams visit was a show of support for the faithful. During the visit, he also met Mr Mugabe and compiled a dossier of abuses perpetrated in recent years.
Lion Hudson, the publisher of many Christian book titles, celebrated its fortieth anniversary recently with a special service at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford – the city in which it is based. From a small and ill-equipped office in which staff had to stand to accommodate visitors, the company now has translation rights in 200 languages and has a turnover in excess of £9m.
Canon Ian Mortimer of Exeter Cathedral left the cloisters recently to baptize the baby of RNLI lifeboat man on board the Exmouth lifeboat. Having been asked to marry the proud parents in a local church last year, the boating enthusiast and cathedral canon was invited to baptize their daughter on board ship. The font – an inverted ship’s bell – in the time-honoured fashion.
A pilot project in Norfolk intends to preserve some of the finest examples of paintings on rood screens in the country. With over 400 in East Anglia, mostly dating from the 14th to 16th centuries, they are now under threat from damp and pollution. £40,000 has been donated to initiate the project by the Headley Trust, a Sainsbury family charitable trust. (Had we known when the parish holiday visited Norfolk earlier this year, we might have included one or two on our travels).
Archbishop Desmond Tutu celebrated his eightieth birthday in style, surrounded by guests from around the globe who had shared the struggle against apartheid. The one exception was the Dalai Lama, whose visa was refused (probably for political expediency) but who still took part via the internet.
Excerpts from a new book Ten second sermons .. and even quicker illustrations by Milton Jones include: “Sometimes people think of church as being like a big helicopter. They don’t want to get too close in case they get sucked into the rotas.”
Discipling @ work?

“I’m afraid that we don’t allow our children to watch 12 films yet, Trisha.” 
I recently found myself explaining to a mum on the playground why my daughter couldn’t go to the cinema birthday trip.  I knew the mum quite well and had helped her out on one occasion, so she knew I was relatively OK!  Two other mums listened in.  It seems that most other parents were going with the flow and allowing their 9 or 10 year-old children to see the film (apparently some have watched 18s on their bedroom TV’s).  

I wondered whether the grapevine would portray me as a ‘Christian party pooper’ or as a ‘father who only wants to give good things to his children’.  Whatever the playground jury decide, I came away at least knowing that we’d stood by our values.  Walking a counter-cultural line wasn’t easy for me, or my daughter, but I know mums and dads sometimes feel they have no choice but to go along with what everyone else is doing.  Perhaps we gave a few of them the choice back.

In an article in the Guardian in April titled God’s Bankers, Alex Preston sympathetically talked of the struggle of young Christians to decide to ‘come out’ and let work colleagues know about their faith.  It seemed that they feared ridicule by peers and bosses alike.  Preston concludes himself though that: “If we accept that we need the financial industry in this country I'd much rather the bankers running it had some moral code guiding them.”  In other words, the banking world needs the Christian presence.  

A few years ago I was managing a construction project in Brazil.  At the beginning when the team was still small and all Brazilian, I inadvertently got into the local habit of going to each person’s desk and shaking hands with them first thing each morning.  I soon found that it was an excellent way of maintaining good relationships.  If they had a suggestion they could tell me.  If they had a problem, they could voice it (one lady used to just cry which was a tell-tale sign!).  If they had something to celebrate I would find out and we could celebrate as a team.  At the very least we might exchange a few words about what they were planning to do that day, which would help to avoid misunderstandings. 

The practice, however, became counter-cultural when the British members of the team arrived.  Invading an engineer’s space before their first coffee was a practice initially met with incredulity!  I was thankful I persisted however.  It was one way of building a close-knit team whose strength of personal relationships undoubtedly made a £note difference to the project.  A civil engineer, summarising his three years with the team, even said that it felt like God had blessed the project.

The playground needs a Christian presence.  Banking needs a Christian presence.  Industry needs a Christian presence. 

Today we are increasingly discipled by our culture and those we are connected to (Facebook, Twitter etc.). However, Jesus said that you and I are to be the ones making disciples who live out his commands (Matt 28:18).  To do that we will inevitably have to be counter-cultural at specific times when it matters (no point in being different just for the sake of it – that just winds people up!).  

By your example, others may be freed into making better decisions themselves, for their colleagues, their company and their families.  Invariably if you have a good relationship with someone, they will not only listen or watch you, but also be challenged to be different.  If they can see you are good news for the company, and good news for your family and friends, they may even give your way of living a try little by little.  (Taste and see that the Lord is good.....Ps38:4) 

Richard Gedge is Pioneer Minister – Workplaces based in South Liverpool.  He has a passion for whole-life discipleship and particularly seeing God’s purposes worked out in the workplace.

Mistress of the Wardrobe

OUR THANKS, once again, to Joyce Blyth (alias Mistress of the Wardrobe) for making two new albs – one for Don Miller as he embarks on his Reader Training – and a second which is currently a spare, but at the rate the servers are growing, will soon be in use.

On the completion of his training, Don will be licensed by the Bishop of Warrington and will wear the traditional blue scarf of the type that George Fackrell wears.
Waste not, want not
As you may know, we recently had a group of school teachers and school principals visit from South Africa,  and some of us were lucky enough to meet them and share a meal with them in the Hall.
I happened to sit down and talk to two who came from Soweto – one of the townships that became well-known during the fight against apartheid. I asked if they had school dinners and they said they did. A group of parents came to school each day and made a sort of porridge. Into this porridge goes just about anything they have to hand – meat, vegetables, scraps of this and that... – and this is their meal.  For some children, this is the only meal they will have until the next day. They didn’t want to think about what happened at weekends and holidays.
I’m sure many people are aware of how much food is wasted in this country particularly since the introduction of ‘use-by’ dates.  I talked to the Ladies Club about this and the consensus was that most of us could tell by our senses whether things are still able to be used. We decided to try to collect tips and recipes to ‘use up’ leftovers instead of binning them.

Maybe there will be enough ideas to make a booklet which we could sell to help a charity that feeds people. If you can help with ideas (nothing too fancy), recipes and ideas, we might even do it by Christmas.
Jenny Raynor

Granny Mouse has started off the booklet with one of her all-time favourites:

Pear Delight

If you have a couple of pears that are going soft in the dish, don’t bin them.

Peel and core them; and cut into small chunks.

Place in a heat-proof dish with two tablespoons of ginger marmalade and bake (or cook in the microwave oven).

Serve hot or cold with ice cream, plain yoghurt or crème fraîche. Delicious!
A couple of odd biscuits on the side as well – and that’s another leftover used.

Scout News

“A full and exciting programme” was promised at the beginning of September and it is living up to the promise. Regular meetings are just the beginning. Even those are action packed. The Beavers, under Sally Parkin’s leadership, are growing in numbers – often fourteen or fifteen at a time – and also in skills. The programme is imaginative – jet propelled mice being just one project, along with salt dough figures, crabs made out of plates with pipe cleaner legs and many more.
The Group recently took part in a bag-pack at Marks and Spencer. It was a long day but a very profitable one raising a splendid £667 for Group funds. 

In late October, four scouts took part in a weekend challenge, walking in Yorkshire near Penistone. The ‘march’ involved sleeping overnight under canvas. Fortunately, after a wet and wild spell, the weekend was mild and dry. A good time was had by all and they returned safely.

In mid November, the annual weekend camp takes place at Linnet Clough, the Manchester District site just beyond Stockport. It offers indoor accommodation, including a large hall, combined with scope for outdoor activities. If last year is anything to go on, they will have a whale of a time!
On Remembrance Sunday, Cubs, Scouts and Young Leaders will be attending the annual parade at the Cenotaph in town. This is always a special occasion as members represent the Group on this important parade.
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Cathedral Visit 
Members of St Andrew’s, St Margaret’s and St Ann’s visited Liverpool cathedral at the end of September, ostensibly for the Tower Experience, but many of us toured the body of the cathedral, especially those for whom the final 108 steps seemed a daunting challenge rather than a way of building up an appetite before a carvery supper!
For those who did venture up the tower, they had a magnificent view of the city at twilight, watching the lights come on on both sides of the river. (A live webcam at the bottom of the tower showed some of the views that were being appreciated ‘up top’). Being a pleasant, warm evening, it was a popular event and there were some delays waiting for the lift to bring the intrepid travellers down again.
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The rest of the party (about twenty in all) toured the cathedral. Though technically closed, we were allowed free reign to investigate, though the shop and visitor centre were obviously closed. A concert was being staged (the highlight of which was a Mahler symphony with a thousand voices, and there was a huge, cantilevered stand in the chancel for the performers which sadly hid the high altar from the nave). There were hazards, too, in the form of cables around the area where the orchestra were to be placed, though most people made valiant efforts to overcome these hurdles.
As twilight turned to dusk, we reluctantly left the cathedral precincts, but our hearts were soon lifted by the prospect of the carvery. The Britannia Inn was part of the Garden Festival of the early eighties and stands next to the River Mersey. The views along and across the river were stunning. Staff at the Inn were a little taken aback that a party of twenty people should arrive after a busy day and were concerned that there wouldn’t be enough to go round! However, they ‘found’ a cooked turkey and it wasn’t long before everyone was tucking in to a hearty supper.
The Christmas Fair

It’s only a matter of weeks to this year’s Christmas Fair and is true “St Andrew’s style” there’s plenty still to do! If we are to be ready in time, we need the help of everyone. The list may sound familiar, but it doesn’t make the tasks any less important.

Our biggest task is to get as many people as possible through the doors on the day and the best way is by personal invitation. Most people are more likely to come if you ask them. We hope the later date this year will help too.

[image: image8.wmf] 

We also have posters for display and have found that putting them out early helps with publicity. If you belong to a club, or go to the library or local shops, please ask if they will display a poster for us. These are the places where they are most likely to be seen by large numbers of people.

Having said that, the more Grand Draw tickets we sell before the Fair, the better. Some people are experts when it comes to selling tickets (and some, especially those in work, have a much larger target audience) but please don’t leave it to the faithful few. We could easily double our ticket sales if we put our collective minds to it.

This year, we still need bottles for the Bottle Tombola and Prizes for the Prize Tombola. We are particularly short of large “showy” bottles though we’d be pleased to have any size. In recent times, we’ve not asked for tombola prizes but find we are short this year, so if you’ve got something you think might be suitable, please pass them to Margaret Ellison.

We also need lots of help. The date has been set for a long time so we hope everyone will be available to help. There are sitting down jobs for those who can’t stand. We will be joined again by the Scouts who will ensure everyone knows what’s going on at any moment.

And finally, if you have any ideas for improving the Fair, let us know as soon as possible please.

Come to St Andrew’s
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on Saturday 26th November 

at 2.00pm

Visit Santa at the North Pole

Gift Stall     Pocket money stall

Christmas gift stall

Seasonal refreshments

Tombolas and Grand Draw

and lots more... 

“A great afternoon out”

	Christmas card
Together with friends from St Ann’s, St Margaret’s and St Benedict’s Churches, we are producing a joint Christmas card and would appreciate help in delivering them. They should be available in early December. 
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All Souls
Don’t forget to add names to the All Souls’ list of people you wish to be remembered during the Requiem on the evening of November 6th. As in previous years, there will also be the opportunity to light a candle for those who have died, whether they are mentioned by name or not. The service starts at 6.00pm
[image: image14.wmf]Back to Church Sunday
Thanks to everyone who invited a friend to join us at the end of September. Although the numbers were modest, it was good to see and welcome those who did come along.
Of course, we don’t need to wait until next year to invite someone...

Carol Service
on Sunday 18th December at 6.00pm in church.
Christingle Service

will be held earlier this year on Thursday 8th December at 6.00pm in church. Please note both dates.
Happy Birthday

Having wished two octogenarians well on their shared birthday at the end of September (though for some unknown reason, neither were called Michael or Michaela in honour of the saint’s day they shared), we were visited by George Fackrell the following Sunday to thank everyone for their good wishes. Elsie Gough, a regular member, was also present and asked Fr Michael to print a message of thanks on the following week’s service sheet. Unfortunately, he forgot; though the message is now included with the acknowledgement of donations at the back of this magazine.
The Bishop’s Growth Agenda

Some time ago, Bishop James challenged the Diocese with three questions about Growth. The aim was to encourage every parish in the diocese to consider what they could do to work for God’s kingdom by increasing our congregations.
St Margaret’s Church is holding an Advent series of three meetings to consider each of the three questions and they have invited us and St Ann’s to join them. The details are:
· How can we grow numerically? 



Thursday 8th December at 7.30pm

· How can we kindle our love for God and neighbour?



Thursday 15th December at 7.30pm

· How are we serving our local community?


[image: image15.png]4
NOV:&EER A Gmn
w SOUCITOR

WRITE YOUR WILL AND ASK
owy For A DONATION TO ITY



[image: image16.png]


[image: image17.png]



Thursday 22 December at 7.30pm
Doris Craddock RIP
Doris died in late August after a short spell in hospital. She was a ‘founder member’ of St Andrew’s, having worshipped in The Hut (as it was known in those days) even before the church was built and remained a faithful member over nearly fifty years.

Doris was born in Latchford and grew up with her brother Ernest. When she left school, she started work at Crosfield’s, as did her future husband, Ron, though it was only after they met and had been courting for a while that they realised they both worked for the same firm. They married at St Elphin’s church in 1948 and lived with parents before moving to their new home on Buttermere Avenue where they brought up their two sons, Tony and John, in a loving home. 

Having all moved in at about the same time, Doris and Ron soon made friends with their neighbours and they shared many happy times together. There were holidays when they all set off together in convoy, hoping that no one would break down before they arrived. They travelled to Ireland in 1961 which was quite an adventure at the time. They also took it in turns to host the New Year’s Eve party and were always there for one another. 

As a family, they also went abroad, visiting Loretta in Spain and Majorca. Family life was at the heart of everything Doris did. There were no half measures, even when it came to fishing. 

Doris was close to her Mum and Dad, too, and looked after them both, in turn, when they became increasingly dependent. She would visit each day and do everything to keep them happy and comfortable.

Doris hasn’t had a particularly easy life, given that she had severe bouts of depression dating back a long time. Yet in between, she had long, good spells that helped bring the more difficult times into perspective. She worked much of her adult life, including at Lipton’s on the provisions counter and Kew House in the Market.

More recently, Doris had two granddaughters in Ellie and Maisie and she was very proud of them. She was a good neighbour and friend who always took an interest in other people – much more than in herself. Her gentleness and the traditional values she embraced characterised her life, and made a lasting impression on everyone she met. We thank God for her life and pray that she might now rest in peace.

Have you noticed that we’ve finally come to the end of the Trinity season and Sundays are now reminding us that Advent is near? Advent is a time of preparation. 
Writing a Will is something many of us put off, sometimes until it is too late. Yet writing a Will is simple and doesn’t shorten our lives by a moment. Indeed, once it has been done, you don’t need to worry, which is a good thing in itself. 

This November, you can have your Will professionally written, or updated, in return for a donation to the group of nine Will Aid charities, which includes Age UK and Christian Aid. The suggested donation is about the same as you would pay a solicitor, but the donation is shared among the nine charities that take part. Typically, a single Will would be £85 and a pair of mirror Wills £125. Updating an existing Will with a codicil is just £40. It may sound a lot, but it brings peace of mind, ensures your estate is going where you want it to without question or dispute, and only needs changing if you change your mind.

You can find a list of solicitors who participate by going to www.willaid.org.uk if you have access to the internet, or by asking the vicar or a family member if you prefer. In certain circumstances, a solicitor may call on you at home if you are unable to get there yourself.

Whether you are thinking about making a Will, or have one already, please consider St Andrew’s among your list of beneficiaries. Existing Wills can easily be updated. Many charities receive a significant amount of income from legacies and most members of St Andrew’s would want their church to benefit likewise. Again, if you’d like to discuss it, please ask Fr Michael.
A Guide to the Church
Continuing Don Miller’s alphabetical guide to the church. Here is the next instalment, with more to follow next month:
S

 is for signs and symbols
Immortal, invisible, God only wise
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes

So runs the first verse of the famous hymn by Walter Chalmers Smith. Since God is ‘invisible’ we need ways of speaking about him that make sense to us. So the church has used the language of images and metaphors – The Lord is my shepherd.

Obviously at one level this is not literally true – otherwise we would be sheep!! However the analogy of a shepherd caring for the flock has passed into the Christian psyche as a way of describing God’s care for his people.

Alongside this use of words are signs and symbols to ‘speak’ to us. Take, for example, a wedding ring. At one level it is just a piece of expensive metal worn on a finger. But at a symbolic level it is a sign of the love of the person who gave it to us. A ring is an unending point – and so a sign and symbol of unending love and fidelity.

At the heart of Christian worship is the Eucharist which is based on signs and symbols as much as words. In the Eucharist, food and drink, the bread and the wine are taken to signify something beyond the nutritional. 

In the Eucharist the bread and the wine are images and symbols of Christ. 
In the actions of the Eucharist the whole of Christ’s life is told. 

    The bread is offered – just as God offered Christ to the World

    The bread is broken – just as Christ was broken for us.

    The bread is shared – just as we all share in this strange thing called –  

       ‘The Church”.

In the Eucharist the bread and the wine change in significance for us – just as the wedding ring changes in importance for the wearer. One writer has spoken about the trans- significance of the bread and the wine – so potent is the symbol for a Christian.

Our God is so much greater than any human words can be used to describe – and so we need the symbolic in worship – and our worship would be impoverished without it. 
Do look closely at the signs and symbols we use – they are not randomly used but serve a purpose. Don’t be afraid to ask why we do things – it’s part of the job specification in Ordination to teach. So ask away!!

T

 is for Tradition
In this modern world in which we live there is little room for tradition. The old arguments that ‘we’ve always done it this way’ are held with suspicion and doubt. The thing that decides matters is what is currently deemed to be appropriate. So example and arguments from tradition hold little sway in 21st Century Britain.

However – and this is where we as part of the Church of England differ from that view, in that we hold ‘tradition’ to be important. Indeed the Church of England is founded on the basis of Scripture, Tradition and Reason.

We are a Church that is Scriptural – we hold the bible to be ‘Holy’ – the revelation of God in human affairs.

We are a Church that is Reasonable. We believe that we should use our God given talents and abilities including our intellects – hence we have Lent STUDY groups – to use our minds to understand more the things of the faith we believe in.

We are a Church that is Traditional – we use the rich stream of Christians in history to inform our own faith and life as a communal church. When we stand to affirm our belief in the Creed we stand alongside Christians in every generation who have affirmed that faith. So when we stand to affirm our faith we are ‘surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses.

We need to be aware that Tradition is not about just ‘doing things we have always done them’ in a slavish sort of way – but to remember that tradition is live and WE contribute to it. Hence we have a wide diversity in our hymns from Keble to Wesley to Graham Kendrick. We are a Church and not a museum to a bygone age – but we will lose so much, if we liturgically, doctrinally and ecclesiologically throw out the baby with the bathwater.

Without tradition as a benchmark in the life of the church, we will be under pressure to succumb to the prevailing fashions of the society we find ourselves in as the sole arbiter of judgement. We need to recall those words of Hebrews; Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever

Remembrance Day

Our Act of Remembrance will take place this year on Sunday 13th November during the morning Eucharist, as near to 11am as possible. During the Act of Remembrance, Last Post and Reveille will be played, the Citation read and a time of silence kept.

Warrington Open Door at Christmas...
will open their doors once again this Christmas to those who are homeless and those who are lonely. To offer this service, they need lots of support. At the moment, they are looking for socks, gloves and scarves; toiletries (including toothbrushes and paste) and small gifts. For more detail, please see the notice in church.
Light up a Life

St Rocco’s Hospice holds its annual Light up a Life this year on Sunday 4th December at 4.00pm at the Hospice.  During the service the Hospice Christmas tree will be illuminated. A second service will be held at St Elphin’s Church on Thursday 8th December at 7.00pm.
The Co-operative Funeralcare on Bewsey Road also hold a Light up a Life service at St Alban’s Church on Thursday 15th December at 7.00pm. Light up a Life was introduced to Warrington by the Co-op and all donations received go to a different charity each year.




As I see it …

“Remember, remember, the Fifth of November
Gunpowder, treason and plot”

My wife and I are looking forward to a nice warm winter. No, I’m sorry to say, we are not going in for weather forecasting but rather looking hopefully to the new heating system in the hall.
It’s strange how many people have said what a difference those radiators make (and the boilers aren’t even connected yet). Not that it’s the fault of the installer. If it were Joyce would soon sort them out. No, the problem is that although we have a gas supply to the Hall, there’s no meter and it takes some time to have one installed. Fortunately, E.on have agreed to our request and we hope it will all be running smoothly in the next couple of weeks.
The fact is, as the days shorten and the nights draw in, our minds turn to light and warmth. I wonder if Guy Fawkes realised what a good time he’d picked to become a part of history. Bonfires and fireworks wouldn’t have been the same in mid June!
Millicent (my wife) has already begun storing bits of candle drippings for our winter larder. We are grateful to the servers who dip their fingers in melted wax to form a nice, even coating and then, when it has cooled a little pick it off to play with. I know some of you would prefer they didn’t, but we mice find it helpful and anyway, servers have fiddled about with candles since servers were first invented! 
Some of the servers have even taken to coating their albs with a generous layer of wax – probably because they remember how cold it was last winter and have heard about whales and seals who have a thick layer of fat around their bodies to keep them warm.
Of course, the plain fact is that we don’t need wax and cheese parings any more as St Andrew’s congregation eat so often that we are all well fed, but old habits die hard.

[Talking of wax and cheese, we were a little disappointed that there wasn’t any Edam cheese at this year’s confirmation. We just loved the combination of rich, creamy cheese and the outer layer of red wax which complemented one another so well. The only drawback was that we all had red teeth for days after the meal.]
I’m sure some of you still stock up a bit at this time of year even though the supermarkets are open all hours. For us mice, October was a particularly good month for food and we had no need to visit our stock cupboard. In mid October, we joined the delegates from schools across South Africa for a slap up meal. We were heartily relieved when they turned up, albeit a little late, as we were getting very hungry. The ladies had done us proud – three main courses to suit every taste and sweets to match. Cream flowed like honey and there was plenty left for the rest of the week.
We’d only just finished when Ronnie and Carolyn and their Jennie turned up and started putting out tables. Soon joined by Irene and one or two others, we suddenly remembered it was confirmation time. We were just a little concerned when we heard there would be two bishops for lunch (some bishops have amazing appetites, we’re told) but we need not have worried. They spent all their time going round meeting everyone. Some of the teenage mice thought about slipping into Bishop Shannon’s cassock pocket once they heard he’d come from the United States, but then they couldn’t think how to get back if they didn’t like it.
Following the service, some of the youngsters raided the shop and have been parading round all week dressed as ‘bishops’. They look rather sweet in purple.

They have also started practising for the carol service. It takes a long time to learn all the new carols that Peter finds, though there’s some really nice ones this year. One of them in particular, has a really high note, which is OK for our squeaky voices, but to get the power we have to stand on one another’s shoulders. It was suggested that the women might follow suit until someone said, “They’re geriatric, not acrobatic!” 

Don’t worry, ladies – Granny Mouse and my wife are going round with a pussy posse to sort them out.
Now we are looking forward to the Christmas Fair. We hope you’ll bring lots of people to see us on the day. You’ll either find us warming our feet on a radiator, or in the kitchen testing the food before it goes out. Look out for us, and we’ll look out for you.

Churchmouse

 
Holy Baptism:

  9th October:
Julian Denis John Clarke

Eva Jean Griffiths


Paige Olivia Kerr


Clayton Lee McNamara

16th October:
Macy Kathryn Hayman


Robert William Rose


Mia Jae Watson


Confirmation:

  30th October:
Melissa Higham


Donald Miller


Robert Taylor

Funerals:

  4th October:
Ethel Mairs
  6th October:
Ellen Whittaker

25th October:
John Leonard Holbrook

Communicants and Collections: 

	2011
	Sunday

Communicants
	Midweek

Communicants
	Loose

Collections £
	Planned

Giving £

	25th Sept
	51
	16
	  19.07 
	223.54 

	2nd Oct
	37
	13
	    4.40 
	133.64 

	9th Oct
	42
	  6
	138.55 
	305.46 

	16th Oct
	42
	  9
	    3.30 
	148.35 

	23rd Oct
	46
	13
	  71.80 
	326.43 

	30th Oct
	52
	16
	  38.55 
	226.65 


D

onations   

         We would like to thank everyone who has made a gift or donation to our various funds this past month.

General Fund

· Thank you for many blessings received and my restoration - Marjorie

· In loving memory of my mother, May Hinton, from Margaret Ellison

· Donations in loving memory of Doris Craddock

· Coppers from Evelyn Chadwick

· Coppers from Gladys Kenwright

· Loving Birthday memories of Mum, Nellie (21st November) and Dad, Bill (18th October) from Susan and Robert

· Birthday memories of Mum, Elsie, 15th October) with love from Robert and Susan

· In loving memory of Ron Taylor (October 31st) from sister-in-law Joan Roberts

· Thanks to everyone at St Andrew's for their best wishes on my Eightieth Birthday from Elsie Gough

· Margaret Hatton 

· Sue Baird 

· In loving memory of Ron Sankey from Lynne, Mike and Andrew

· From Hilda and Alec

· From Miss Lisa Murphy 

· Verger’s fee - (2)

Flower Fund
· In ever loving memory of David Roberts from Mum, Barbara and family
· In memory of William and Florance Boardman from Joyce and family

· Grateful thanks to God for the skills and kindness of Joyce Blyth
Winners of the Phoenix Club Draw 


25th September:
30th October:
1st  Prize:
134
B. Richards
137
H. Smythe
2nd Prize:
144
Dot Miller
103
M. Hatton
3rd Prize:
109
R. Baird
102
J. Raynor
Church Urban Fund
The Church Urban Fund is one of the charities we support each year following a request from Bishop James that every parish in the Diocese should try to do so.

The Church Urban Fund was set up over twenty years ago as a result of one of the recommendations of the report Faith in the City.  Initially set up for just ten years, its value has proved immense which is why, particularly in these times of increased poverty, it deserves our continued support. CUF, as it’s affectionately known, supports church-based projects in areas of high depravation.  Their range of projects is wider than ever and this year’s annual review tells of just a few of hundreds of projects which have won the support of CUF.
In Boulevard, West Hull, 43% of children live in poverty. Only one in three young people leave school with five GCSEs. The local church is small in number and its members are not wealthy.

CUF has supported the work of Hull Youth for Christ since 1994 providing daily breakfast and youth clubs, parenting courses and intensive support for the most vulnerable families.

“Beyond the tea and toast, we are trying to re-knit the fabric of a community that in a lot of ways is quite broken,” says community worker Anna Hembury. “We want to improve people’s economic circumstances, boost their self-esteem, help them overcome their addictions and tackle their problems with education; but that’s only part of the bigger picture. We want people here to have that fullness of life that Jesus talks about.CUF recognises that faith aspect of our work and life.”



November comes and November goes
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November comes 

And November goes, 
With the last red berries 

And the first white snows. 
With night coming early, 

And dawn coming late, 
And ice in the bucket 

And frost by the gate. 
The fires burn 

And the kettles sing, 
And earth sinks to rest 

Until next spring.

- Elizabeth Coatsworth -
ISAAC WATTS, who wrote the immortal hymn, 
"When I survey the wondrous cross

on which the Prince of Glory died...”

was a born poet. 
His father, who was a no nonsense man, was not enamoured of his son's poetic exertions, and severely warned him to stop this balderdash. But poetry was in his veins. 
One morning, when his family knelt for prayers, Isaac pointed to a mouse running up the bell rope and exclaimed:-

There was a mouse for want of stairs
ran up a rope to say his prayers.

The children smiled in amusement. 
Isaac then saw the angry expression on his father's face. He ran to him pleading:

O father, father, pity take,

and I will no more verses make.

Prayer Intentions for November 

	
	
	
	

	Tue
	1st
	Ullswater Avenue
	Saints we have known

	Wed
	2nd
	Cheviot Avenue
	Former members of St Andrew’s

	Thu
	3rd
	Kendal Avenue
	Canon Mike Finlay

	Fri
	4th
	Oxenham Road
	St Ann, Warrington

	Sat
	5th
	Long Lane
	Those oppressed for their faith

	
	
	
	

	Sun
	6th
	The Third Sunday before Advent

	Mon
	7th
	Ennerdale Avenue
	The Old Catholic Church

	Tue
	8th
	Toll Bar Road
	Mersey Mission to Seafarers

	Wed
	9th
	Brandwood Avenue
	Howard Leatherbarrow

	Thu
	10th
	Poplars Avenue
	The Orford Churches Together

	Fri
	11th
	McKee Avenue
	Those who have died in war

	Sat
	12th
	Appleby Road
	St Barnabas, Warrington

	
	
	
	

	Sun
	13th
	The Second Sunday before Advent

	Mon
	14th
	Wansfell Place
	Guild of Church Braillists

	Tue
	15th
	Gough Avenue
	The emergency services in Warrington

	Wed
	16th
	Bentham Avenue
	The Borough Council

	Thu
	17th
	Locker Avenue
	James our Bishop

	Fri
	18th
	Foxfield Close
	St Elphin, Warrington

	Sat
	19th
	Northway
	Shop staff locally and in Warrington

	
	
	
	

	Sun
	20th
	The Sunday next before Advent

	Mon
	21st
	Sandy Lane
	Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen

	Tue
	22nd
	Poole Crescent
	Church musicians

	Wed
	23rd
	Ajax Avenue
	Our Charity Shop

	Thu
	24th
	Winwick Road
	Those who teach the faith

	Fri
	25th
	Elm Road
	Holy Trinity, Warrington

	Sat
	26th
	Fisher Avenue
	Visitors to our Fair

	
	
	
	

	Sun
	27th
	The First Sunday of Advent

	Mon
	28th
	Eskdale Avenue
	Lawrence’s Roundabout Pump Project

	Tue
	29th
	Mendip Avenue
	The Mission of our Church

	Wed
	30th
	Buttermere Avenue
	Our congregation

	
	
	
	





SDB Plumbing Services


All plumbing, heating and gas work undertaken





Full bathroom installations





Free quotes                                             


All work guaranteed





Member of the Gas Safe Register


Stew Boyle


07968 841093
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Photomagic


For All your Wedding Needs





�


Call David on


01270 872214


� HYPERLINK "mailto:crozierphotomagic@fsmail.net" �crozierphotomagic@fsmail.net�





3 Dunwood Drive, Lawton


Heath End, Nr Alsager ST7 3RE





Fridge and Freezers  


Washing Machines  


Dishwashers 


Cookers etc








Andrew Mercer


Domestic Appliance Repairs





01925 423840


07723 967564





� HYPERLINK "mailto:andymercer22@hotmail.com" �andymercer22@hotmail.com�














Now at Station Road, Great Sankey





From the Registers
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