The Green Spire

The Parish Magazine of

St Andrew, Orford with Longford

October 2011
In this month’s Green Spire
Deanery News
2
From the Vicar – a sense of excitement
3

What’s On … in October
5

Who’s On … in October
7
Snippets from the Church Times
8
Reflections on a South African experience
9
Happy Birthday Songs of Praise
12
Scout News
13
Send-a-Cow  our Harvest Appeal
14

Notice Board
16
Looking Forward – an interview with Justin Welby
18
A Guide to the Church
21

What the PCC decided...
23
As I see it – by Churchmouse
24
From the Registers
26
Prayer Intentions for September             
29
The Green Spire is published monthly. Copies are 35p per month, or £3.50 for a year’s subscription – normally payable in January. Enquiries about advertisements welcome.

Deanery News
Canon Mike Finlay, Rector of St Elphin’s Church, has announced his intention to retire in early November. Much of Mike’s ministry has been in this part of the diocese. He served his title as Curate at the Church of the Transfiguration and has been vicar of All Saints, Newton-le-Willows and St Margaret, Orford. Mike has also been a council member at St Rocco’s Hospice. He has been civic link officer on behalf of the diocese to Warrington Borough Council. Mike has helped out at St Andrew’s on occasions and we wish Mike and Ann happiness in their retirement.

The Reverend Martin Thorpe moved from St Philip Westbrook to St James’ Westbrook earlier in the summer. It would appear that once clergy come to Warrington, they are reluctant to leave! Martin continues with his work on post-ordination training alongside his parish duties.
The Reverend Dave Prescott retired from the Church of the Transfiguration at Birchwood in August.

Congratulations to Nnamdi Okolie and Rachel Crane on their marriage in August. They met at Holy Trinity where Nnamdi was the Care Force worker and Rachel a worshipper. it was a happy day and a real family occasion.
The Deanery also welcomed two new deacons over the summer. The Reverend Philip Turner was ordained to serve at St Mary, Great Sankey and David Nyirongo at St Paul, Penketh. 

We wish all the above well at these important points in their lives and ministries.
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From the Vicar:

I am really excited about Back to Church Sunday. If you think back to childhood, you can probably remember the same feelings in the days before Christmas. There was a sense of eager expectation, not sure what you would be given but certain that it would be ‘worth the wait’.
So I’m looking forward to Sunday, eagerly anticipating the opportunity to meet those who have come back to church. I’m not sure who they will be, nor how many – that’s part of the excitement.
It started me thinking about who or what the church is. Down the years, there have been endless attempts to define the Church. On my bookshelves, there are two Lent course booklets that try to address the subject, and I’ve a vague recollection of a lecture at college when we were given five different models to think about.

How would you define the Church? It’s an important question. Depending on our expectations, we are more or less likely to have them met.

First, let me say what it’s not (in my opinion). I don’t think the Church, with a capital ‘C’, is really about the building. Buildings are important and we are particularly fortunate to have an attractive, workable and beautiful building that we all love. Buildings are also visible signs of the presence of God in the community. You probably know that you can see the spire from the M62 motorway if you look in the right direction and anyone walking or driving up Poplars Avenue will see it each time they pass. But if no-one ever used the building, it wouldn’t be so much a church as a museum piece.
The Church is really the gathered people of God, and ‘people of God’ is an all-embracing term for you and me and everyone who lives around us. It doesn’t discriminate between good and bad, rich or poor, healthy or unwell (now I’m getting to sound like that bit in the marriage service vows...). The Church, if it is going to be what our Lord intended, should be all inclusive.
 One of my reasons for being so excited about Back to Church Sunday is that I hope it will bring some more of God’s people together for something I believe to be important.  Some parts of the Church believed that you had to be part of that particular denomination if you were to be saved at the end of time. It’s not an idea I subscribe to – I believe that each denomination has lots to offer and there’s no reason why we shouldn’t learn from one another. That is one of the joys of the past thirty years or so as churches of different denominations have taken seriously the work of getting to know one another better.
Just as important as asking who makes up the Church, we also need to ask what it’s for. This could be a much longer list and I’m sure will vary from person to person.
I’m sure you will have heard people say that so-and-so is a good Christian without going to church and if your measure of being ‘good’ is purely about doing right, then they may have a point. But I think there are other, just as important, reasons for coming to church, and first on my list is about being with like-minded people. I use the words ‘like-minded’ cautiously because no two people in a congregation think alike in all things, but they do have much in common. Meeting together and talking with one another offers mutual support and friendship as we journey on towards the city of light.
Worship is another area where it is ‘better together’. Sometimes it is hard to focus on God and say the prayers. Being part of a worshipping congregation means that others do it on our behalf at those times, in the certain knowledge that others will do the same for them when they need that extra support.

Although we believe God to be present in every moment of our lives, there is a closeness about coming into his house – an awareness of his presence in a way that’s not easy to define. 
Setting aside an hour each week for God can reap huge rewards. In busy lives, it can be an oasis where peace and calm descends, building us up before we return to daily life. In quieter lives, it can be a place where we meet one another and enjoy the fellowship of being with friends.

So not only am I excited about this coming Sunday and the chance to meet those who have accepted the invitation to come back to church, I am equally excited to get to know them in the weeks and months to come. I hope those of you who visit on Sunday will find St Andrew’s a warm, friendly place – perhaps the sort of place they remember from coming before – and will continue to come along and become part of the church once again.
Michael Raynor
What’s on in October...  
Sunday 2nd      
The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity

10.00am
Sung Eucharist 

Sunday 9th       
The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity

10.00am
Sung Eucharist 


12 noon
Holy Baptism

Thursday 13th
  8.00pm
Thursday Ladies' Club meet at the vicarage

Sunday 16th       
The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity

10.00am
Sung Eucharist


12 noon
Holy Baptism 

Thursday 20th 
  7.30pm
Deanery Synod meeting

Friday 21st
School Harvest Thanksgiving Service in Church – time to be confirmed (see Sunday sheet)

Sunday 23rd       
The Last Sunday after Trinity (Bible Sunday)

10.00am
Sung Eucharist: Preacher Mr D. Miller
Thursday 27th
  8.00pm
Thursday Ladies' Club meet at the vicarage

Sunday 30th       All Saints Day

10.00am
Confirmation within the Eucharist

Sunday 6th       
The Third Sunday Before Advent
November
10.00am
Sung Eucharist


Commemoration of All Souls


  6.00pm
Requiem Eucharist
There are regular weekly celebrations of the Eucharist (Holy Communion) on Wednesday evening at 7.00pm (please note the time) and Thursday morning at 10.30am. Celebrations on Saint’s Days are published on the Sunday sheet. All are welcome. Please also see the Directory page on the back cover.
How many people does it take to change a light bulb?
While making final arrangements for our visit to the cathedral recently, the following article was found on the cathedral’s website. 

In our case – more than one! The huge chains used to lower the great central chandeliers (965kg/19cwt each) to the cathedral floor (over 52m/170ft) can be seen just before you enter the second lift - just to change the bulbs! It takes a team of at least 5 people and a whole day to carry out this skilful operation.

The journey from the 2nd stage lift brings you to the bell tower itself from where you begin ascending 108 steps. This chamber houses the highest (67m/219ft) and heaviest (31.5 tonnes/31 tons) ringing peal of church bells in the world.

The main roof section (101m/ 300 ft) above ground floor level and over 150m( 500 ft) above sea level offers panoramic views across the city as it spreads like a giant jigsaw of buildings, roads, parks and other landmarks.

· Northwards you may just see Blackpool Tower and the Big Dipper approx 80km (50 miles) away. 

· Westward, the beauty of the Welsh Hills, whilst eastward the Pennines rise against the city outline.

· South-eastwards, see the circular Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King, 800m (half a mile) away. 

· Southwards, follow the river line to the Runcorn Bridge, the local gateway to the county of Cheshire.

For those who cannot make it up the lifts and stairs, there is a television camera on the ground floor showing some of the views from the top.
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Who’s on in October …
	2011
	sidespeople
	reader
	intercessor
	offertory

	2 Oct
	A. Yeamans

D. Yeamans
	B. Boscoe
	Sunday School
	J. Blyth

V. Donoghue

	9 Oct
	V. Carter

E. Whitehead
	F. Greatorex
	D. Kirk
	K. Rowan

P. Smith

	16 Oct
	J. Hetherington

S. Higham
	D. Miller
	J. Raynor
	E. Chadwick 

G. Kenwright

	23 Oct
	B. Boscoe

B. Glover
	L. Metcalfe
	D. Sutcliffe
	M. Harrington 

Kyle

	30 Oct

Confn
	M. Greatorex

H. Smythe
	Candidates
	Possibly candidates
	Candidates

	6 Nov
	F. Greatorex

S. Metcalfe
	N. Kirk
	Don Miller
	J. Hetherington

E. Whitehead


	2011
	Prepare and serve tea
	Wash up

	2 Oct
	M. Dunbobbin / D. Miller
	M. Ellison / P. Smith

	9 Oct
	B. Boscoe / B. Glover
	M. Dunbobbin / D. Miller

	16 Oct
	L. Giblin / F. Greatorex
	B. Boscoe / B. Glover

	23 Oct
	V. Carter / E. Whitehead
	L. Giblin / F. Greatorex

	30 Oct
	Confirmation 
	Confirmation

	6 Nov
	M. Ellison / P. Smith
	V. Carter / E. Whitehead


	2011
	Sunday School 
	Counting collections

	2 Oct
	L. Giblin
	V. Carter / J. Raynor

	9 Oct
	L. Giblin
	M. Ellison / A. Yeamans

	16 Oct
	L. Giblin
	B. Boscoe / B. Glover

	23 Oct
	J. Raynor
	D. Miller / P. Smith

	30 Oct
	No Sunday School - confirmation
	V. Carter / J. Raynor

	6 Nov
	J. Raynor
	M. Ellison / A. Yeamans


	2011
	Read on Weds Evening
	Hall Cleaning

	5 / 6 Oct
	D. Kirk
	M & S Higham

	12 / 13 Oct
	N. Lee
	J. Devereux

	19 / 20 Oct
	Fr Michael
	M & S Higham

	26 / 27 Oct
	J. Raynor
	Fr Michael

	2/3 Nov
	W. Forster
	M & S Higham

	9 / 10 Nov
	D. Yeamans
	J. Devereux


Snippets from the Church Times

The interest in Religious Education continues to flourish as more students than ever took GCSE and ‘A’ level exams this year. Almost 200,000 took the subject at GCSE and 18,400 at the higher level. Fears now abound that the increasingly popular subject will e dropped in many institutions as they focus on the new EBacc (Baccalaureate) course fails to include RE in its curriculum.
Plans to light beacons on church towers (in suitable containers) hit a unexpected hitch this month when leading church insurers suggested that they might not be insured. The Pageantmaster of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Beacons (now there’s a title to rejoice in) spoke of absolutely no problem with insurance available through another insurer. Ecclesiastical, who insure most Anglican churches, is expected to make a statement shortly.
The Rev’d Richard Coles, a priest-in-charge in Northampton and BBC radio presenter reported that he had recently led a coffin out of a funeral in church to one of his former pop hits. A former member of the 80s pop group The Communards, he led the procession to the group’s number-one hit “Don’t leave me this way”.
News of the latest and biggest Westfield shopping mall was carried by every news broadcast and newspaper recently, but no mention was made of its chaplain, the Rev’d Julia Murphy, who will visit the mall two days per week and will also coordinate a team of volunteer chaplains who will visit shops and offices in the mall. The site includes a dedicated quiet space where shoppers can just sit, or pray.
Two stained glass windows in a church in Hampshire has been shown to be those that inspired Vincent van Gogh while he was living in London. Apparently Vincent was extremely religious and started to train as a Pastor before being dismissed as too ascetic! 

Trainee Readers have to read the entire Bible in two years, but David Bathurst tried to accomplish the same feat in one record-breaking session. The previous record stood at just over 113 hours and David was doing well until he lost consciousness while reading Jeremiah. Even so, he managed to continue after a break and raised £2,500 for his chosen charities.

Forging Friendships and Equitable Partnerships

. . . Personal Recollections of a South African Experience:
Earlier this year, Andrew McNeil, Deputy Head at St Andrew’s School, spent a week in Moriting Primary School in Tembisi, South Africa. It was the first leg of a two-stage exchange organised by the British Council. Mrs Julia Hlahle. Principal of the School, is making a return visit Warrington this month.
This is the final excerpt from the diary he wrote on his return.
Thirsday 3rd March 2011:

Having recovered my normal demeanour, and prior to the school day starting (it runs from 8.00a.m. to 2.30p.m.), both myself and all the Moriting staff met together, to exchange personal gifts and mementos from both partner schools. Following that, I was given the opportunity to teach in several grades during the first part of the morning, which gave me a valuable insight into how the children responded to my teaching style (compared to that of their normal teacher) and the reaction of the aforesaid adults. 

The first group were Grade Six pupils, taught by the Deputy Principal. They were very enthusiastic, attentive and eager to both ask and answer questions, related to the Literacy-based lesson I did; this linked work on caring for others with reference to the Red Nose Day charity fundraising that was currently going on back in the United Kingdom, which subsequently led on to producing a 'Red Nose Day' acrostic poem. The pupils listened well and contributed likewise; it was very noticeable that they had a strong appreciation of social justice, which the school works hard on to promote (as a result, many used phrases they had clearly been taught within their writing). They worked diligently to produce quality pieces of work and clearly took great care and pride in its presentation. Their teacher seemed quite progressive compared to some others, discussing his planning and his pupils' progress confidently.

Following that, I went into a Grade Three class and used a big-book version of 'We're Going on a Bear Hunt,' by Michael Rosen. Although some of the children were still learning the basics of English (from this grade, as previously mentioned, all lessons are taught in this, rather than the languages they arrive with), I was delighted to hear them all attempting to repeat the lines after I spoke them. They responded well to my interactive reading, moving around the room, dramatizing the content verbally and with suitable actions. 

At the end of the session, their teacher expressed her eagerness to adopt this style of reading to the class, proclaiming that it both inspired the pupils and especially herself! Apparently, little storytelling takes place, and if it is, it is done formally, in the didactic style that appeared the norm in the majority of classes. She also said that she would be adopting the method I used of asking open questions and promoting greater pupil thought and lesson involvement, together with making her lessons "so much more fun for us all!" 

For the rest of the time, I joined Mrs Hlahle, firstly going to the local education department's offices to pick up the staffs' salary information, which is a weekly task for all principals and meeting up with her equivalent of our School's Improvement Partner to discuss forthcoming events and issues. I myself had the opportunity to talk with her, about her position and both its similarities and differences with her counterparts back in Britain. She recognized that they were behind our system in certain aspects, yet often referred to it or copied particular ideas, such as our current methodology regarding planning and differentiation of work, the latter, however, having not been obvious in many classes I had seen.

We then went on to a television interview that Mrs Hlahle had been asked to contribute to, over in Pretoria; she felt it would be of interest to me, showing another dimension of her school's development and ideology. Once there, I was also asked to take part, comparing the education systems of the two partner countries and commenting on the aspects the interview was based on: that is, Moriting's involvement with the charity group 'Space to Say,' which promotes the development of leadership skills and opportunities in local communities. Its founder, Mr Johan Bester, was there, and we subsequently had an interesting conversation on the charity's work and how it assists individuals, ranging from pupils in schools, through large company training, to individual, single mothers, who are provided with the necessary support for them to set up their own businesses and thus provide regular income for their families. I felt its principles could well be adapted and utilised back in Britain. 

Upon my return to the school, I was requested not to return with my colleagues in the taxi-bus, but to stay for a farewell meal with the staff, which was a generous and memorable end to my time at Moriting Primary. Their comments, prayers and actions (which this time included being sung to personally) were most touching and I’ll admit that a few tears were surreptitiously shed as a result. After the meal, the principal took me to a Tembisa shanty home to which I had been invited; the emotional experience that followed was humbling and put sharply into focus the challenging situation these children find themselves in on a daily basis, and how we take so much for granted in our everyday lives. 

Finally, I was taken to the local church where Mrs Hlahle is a pastor. I was amazed to learn that, in the depths of the deprivation that the Tembisa inhabitants endure, they still tithe a minimum of a tenth of their income to the church (in addition to many of them paying for their child's education). 

Instead of being a very basic building that one might expect, it was actually an extensive, showpiece new-build, including a child crèche, guest hospitality room and floodlit baptism pool, with plans for yet more community facilities, including an orphanage, over the next few years. Mrs Hlahle's long-term personal commitment and hopes for the future were impressive and were clearly bearing fruit already, both there and at the school itself. During her reciprocal visit to us, starting at the end of September, it would be nice if she could perhaps share some of her experiences with St Andrew’s church congregation . . . .

Friday 4th March 2011
The day was split between a final evaluation meeting between the involved schools and their visiting partners and a farewell luncheon. At the former, everyone was invited to summarize their experiences and the resulting outcomes. These appeared to be both mutually beneficial (even at this early stage) and laid the formal foundation for quality and lasting links for the future.

Having returned to our hotel to freshen up and collect our luggage, we returned to the airport, ready for our journey home and therein, plenty of time to reflect on a week that will no doubt remain indelibly marked within our memories.

We look forward to meeting Mrs Hlahle during her visit to Warrington in mid-October. More details when the itinerary has been fixed.
Happy Birthday SOP

Yes, you’ve guessed it – the BBC’s Songs of Praise programme is celebrating its much advertised fiftieth anniversary with a short series of three programmes. 

A BBC producer, Donald Baverstock, first came up with the idea  having heard a radio recording of Welsh hymn-singing on a visit to the Crystal Palace transmitter. A self-confessed homesick Welshman, the thought of ‘ordinary people in their best hats singing with their souls’ convinced him that such a programme would have widespread appeal. And he was right, Fifty years on, the programme still has immense appeal to a wide audience, including those who are no longer able to get to church due to illness or infirmity. Over the years, the format was polished and changed, yet the stories which people told continued to enthral the listener. 

In the early days, there was a close link with football. Having finished an outside broadcast of the match of the day, the unit went to a nearby church to record Songs of Praise. Some of the most memorable include transmissions from Old Trafford and Goodison Park which led to the programme’s largest ever congregation of 65,000 on 2nd January 2000 from the Millennium Stadium in Cardiff. 

While most programmes were planned well ahead, Songs of Praise also responded to national tragedies. In 1967, a programme was transmitted from Aberfan after the disaster there and within twelve hours of Princess Dana’s death, St Paul’s hosted a special edition.

On 18th September, Songs of Praise returns to the Tabernacle Welsh Baptist Church which played host to the very first televised edition and on 25th September broadcasts Songs of Praise – Celebrating 50 Amazing Years. On 2nd October, the programme returns to Alexandra Palace where television broadcasting first began. The 2248th programme to be shown on the 2nd bears testimony to a winning formula which started life as a six week experiment – quite an achievement by any standard!

Of course, everyone has their own favourite hymn and when it is sung, there’s a special affinity for the programme. Among the presenters, Aled Jones likes “How great thou art” (as does Diane-Louise Jordan), Dear Lord and Father of mankind” and “Make me a channel of your peace”. Sally Magnusson’s favourite is “Be thou my vision”.

Scout News

September dawned and a new Scouting year began. Mind you, with all the activities of the summer such as District Camp, closely followed by Family Camp over the August Bank Holiday, it doesn’t feel as though there’s been much of a break.

It may be the water, or it may be that news is getting out, but Beavers (the youngest section of the Group) now has eleven members, which is the highest number since coming to St Andrew’s. Today’s Beavers are the Scout Group of tomorrow!

The recently elected Executive is to meet shortly with exciting plans for the coming year. The ever popular Winter Camp will take place at Linnet Clough near Stockport in mid November (not for the faint-hearted, and certainly not for Fr Michael who likes his creature comforts – a warm sleeping bag and a full English breakfast).

Fund-raising events include another ‘Bags-to-Scouts’ collection in November and a bag packing session at Marks and Spencer on 8th October. These help bring in much-needed funds to supplement the subs that members pay each quarter.

The School has invited one or more leaders to do a demonstration / presentation to pupils as part of a recruitment drive this autumn and use of the school’s facilities has been offered, particularly in IT (computer work) and use of the school field. All in all, it looks like being another good year.
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Congratulations to Warren Forster who has just completed another long-distance run – the Great North Run – which was televised on Sunday 18th September. Did you see him?  A sterling performance! 

 The Story of Nabuuma
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Before:

Nabuuma  Bena is a widow in Uganda. She is 25 years old. Her parents both died of HIV/Aids, and she and her son have the disease, too. 

Her sister died a few years ago. So Nabuuma took in her four orphaned children.  One was six months old. “We were so poor that the baby died – she became sick and I couldn’t do anything,” Nabuuma told us. 
The family had to do back-breaking labour in other people’s fields for something to eat.  They were always hungry. At first, they lived in a dilapidated grass-thatched shelter. Then even that collapsed. The whole family was on the brink of death. 
The Rescue:

The Nabuuma joined her local Send-a-Cow group. First, they helped her build a new home. Then she learned about growing crops and looking after livestock. She received a cow which gave her twelve litres of milk a day.  This was enough for the family to drink, with a surplus to sell or give away.  Nabuuma used the money to buy medications, books, home utensils, soap and salt.  “I use manure for my crops, the vegetables grow faster and look nicer. Sometimes, I even sell the manure.”

She planted cabbages, maize, aubergines, tomatoes, avocados, jack fruit, bananas and beans. Now she sells some of them too. “I didn’t know I could make money from my vegetable garden. I didn’t know it was so easy. “  Because of the threat of drought, she always keeps some of her harvests stored away, just to be sure. She uses sticks and banana stems as guttering to collect water from her roof. 
Now: 

Now the family has a good home, food, milk and an income. The children are healthy and they all go to school.  The family is an important part of the community. They are happy. And they have a bright future without fear of hunger.
The Amazing Harvest Rescue
Thousands of families have just one meal a day – or less. They are desperate for food. But they could grow enough to eat well forever with Send-a-Cow’s Amazing harvest Rescue Package.

It consists of hard work, training, tools and seeds. The families provide the hard work. And we (through this year’s Harvest Appeal) provide the rest.

A Harvest Rescue pack costs £80 and that’s all that’s needed (excluding the hard work, of course) to help a family rescue their dry plot of land and grow an amazing harvest. Here’s how it works:

1
They receive training – lots of help to produce more from their land  while conserving precious water.


2
The receive tools and seeds – both staple crops like cassava and maize as well as nutritious vegetables. Some also receive livestock, adding milk and eggs to their diet and a ready supply of manure to boost their crops.


3.
Valuable lessons are given to the whole community. Closer working ensures that new skills are passed on together with livestock and seed. Whole communities are lifted out of poverty and their efforts are sustainable.

Yields can increase by three or four times in just a few months. Instead of one meal a day, families can now enjoy three balanced meals a day.
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Each year, we at St Andrew’s support a project such as this which helps give families and communities a sense of hope through agencies like Send-a-Cow. The long-term outcome is good, too, as these projects ensure a lasting source of good, wholesome food – and help readily available if things go wrong.
At our Harvest Thanksgiving, there will be a special collection for the work of Send-a-Cow. Gift Aided donations may be made through the special envelopes.  On Saturday 12th November, there will be a Send-a-Cow themed social evening – more information next month. Tickets will be available shortly.
	Cathedral Visit
On Thursday 29th September, there will be a trip to Liverpool Cathedral, leaving at 5.30pm. After the visit, we will stop at the Britannia Inn for a Carvery supper. More details from the vicar. 
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All Souls
In recent years, we have commemorated All Souls on the nearest Sunday to 2nd November (the date set in the Church’s calendar). By rights, that would be the Sunday before, but as this coincides with All Saints’ Day and our Confirmation, our All Souls’ Day service will be held on the evening of 6th November. A list for names of the faithful departed to be remembered at the service will be put on the notice board soon. 
[image: image8.wmf] 

Electoral Roll
Please make sure your name appears on the Church’s Electoral Roll. This ensures that you have the right to vote at next year’s Annual Meeting and can stand for election should you so wish.
Mrs Joyce Blyth, our Electoral Roll Officer, has forms for those who would like to be put on the Electoral Roll, and she could also confirm the details we currently hold.

Bible Sunday 

On October 23rd, we will celebrate Bible Sunday and the 400th anniversary of the King James Bible. Readings will be taken from the King James version!

Happy Birthday

George Fackrell, Reader at St Margaret and All Hallows (as he likes to remind us of the ‘All Hallows’ bit), celebrates his eightieth birthday at the end of September. Several people have expressed surprise that George has reached this particular milestone and he will be delighted to hear that they thought he must be seventy! Never mind, George, your secret is safe with us.
Congratulations, too, to Elsie Gough, who shares the same birthday as George. However, we wouldn’t dream of disclosing her age! We hope you both have a very happy day.

Pulpit Exchange

It is often difficult to persuade congregations to support ecumenical gatherings so the Orford Church Leaders have decided to use Advent as an opportunity to move around and meet members of each other’s parishes. 
On Sunday 27th November (Advent Sunday), we look forward to welcoming Monsignor John Devine as our preacher and the following week, the Reverend Steve Parish will preach. On the Third Sunday in Advent, the Reverend Amanda Fairclough from St Margaret’s will be our guest and the Reverend Stephen Boyd will round off the series.
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Fr Michael will be reciprocating by preaching at St Margaret’s on 4th December and at St Benedict’s on December 18th. He will also preach at St Ann’s on the Sunday before Advent, the 20th November.

Looking forward - interview with Dean Justin
Ahead of his final service on October 2nd, Dean Justin took some time out to look back on his time in Liverpool – and encourage us, as a Cathedral community, to continue to look forward. 

 “If you don’t risk failure you will never have any success.” It’s an unsurprising view from a Dean who saw the phrase “a safe place to do risky things in Christ’s service” become established as the Cathedral’s philosophy and approach to ministry.

Reflecting on his time with us Justin feels this move to a default attitude of saying yes, trying to find a way to make things happen rather than being cautious has been most important. It’s about having that exciting journey with God, being willing to listen and take risks.

This “can do” approach helped the Cathedral establish itself in the life of the wider city and community over the generations. He gets a sense of people coming because this is their Cathedral. “I remember one of the first services I participated in was the Hillsborough anniversary with a moving liturgy from Canon Myles. But above all there was the sense that we had done the right thing by being open.” Since then by continuing with ground-breaking services, events, dinners, exhibitions, and so on, the Cathedral has become a significant place in the spiritual, political and cultural life of this great city. As Justin says, leaders answer his letters because of the Cathedral’s reputation, not his own.

Justin will take many memories to Durham. “People are fabulous, it is a great place to be”. He will miss the regularity of Cathedral life, the spiritual rhythm of prayer and worship, and “the grandeur of the place. The sense of standing behind the high altar, looking down to the west end in the far, far distance whilst hearing the choir sing the introit to a great service.”  

Justin believes that Liverpool, like all cathedrals in this country, face many challenges. The size and scale of our building means we can be in danger of serving the building rather than God. Bishop Chavasse envisaged an icon above the city calling people to Christ. But icons can become idols. Justin wants us to remember that we need to make our great building work. To do this we need money. Justin feels the financial challenge is to avoid focussing solely on the bottom line. Focus instead on people and spirituality and the money will follow. Justin is not being naïve, he is more than aware of our current tough economic climate. However, he does not see the solution being to cut our way out of deficit. Supported by Chapter he believes the only way forward is growth. So he urges the Cathedral to continue efforts to grow our congregations. “Jesus says pray for more harvesters – we need more harvesters”.

Justin is incredibly positive. “All we do rests on the grace of God and therefore we can all be highly confident of the future” but does he have advice for his successor? “My first piece of advice is ignore my advice!” Justin clearly wants the Cathedral to look forwards not back. But he does urge us to pray more. “If I were to list my failures one would be not having led and encouraged more people on the way to prayer.”

So as we say goodbye to Justin we will go with what he says and not look back but forward, praying for his future ministry in Durham and the flourishing of Liverpool Cathedral as we continue to build on what has gone before.

The Christmas Fair
It may seem early to be thinking about the Christmas Fair but it’s surprising how quickly it comes round. 

The PCC reviewed the Summer Fair and felt that good progress had been made in giving it a facelift. Unfortunately, it came a very busy time and there were lots of similar events taking place elsewhere. The meeting then considered how to bring about a similar transformation to the Christmas Fair. Lots of things to sell would complement the various games of chance that we run each year. It was suggested that we do more activities for children and have a festive menu for refreshments again.
Later this month, we will have Grand Draw tickets available for sale. Grand Draw tickets are a good source of income, especially when they are sold to people before the Fair and those who do not come to the Fair but are happy to support us in this way. 
We would also appreciate the usual bottles and tombola prizes, but most of all, offers of help to run stalls and sideshows. Let’s make it the best Fair in living memory – the date has been fixed for a long time and it’s Saturday 25th November.  
Caller beware!

A call was received  from a 'representative' of BT, informing me that he was disconnecting me because of an unpaid bill. He demanded payment immediately of £31.00 or it would be £ 118.00 to re-connect at a later date.

The guy wasn't even fazed when I told him I was with Virgin Media, allegedly VM have to pay BT a percentage for line rental!

I asked the guy's name - he gave me the very 'English' John Peacock with a very 'African' accent - & phone number - 0800 0800 152. Obviously the fellow realized I didn't believe his story, so offered to demonstrate that he was from BT. I asked how & he told me to hang up & try phoning someone - he would disconnect my phone to prevent this. AND HE DID !!  My phone was dead - no engaged tone, nothing - until he phoned me again.

Very pleased with himself, he asked if that was enough proof that he was with BT. I asked how the payment was to be made and he said credit card, there and then.

I said that I didn't know how he'd done it, but I had absolutely no intention of paying him, I didn't believe his name or that he worked for BT. He hung up. I dialled 1471 - number withheld I phoned his fictitious 0800 number - not recognized. so I phoned the police to let them know. I wasn't the first! It's only just started apparently, but it is escalating.

Their advice was to let as many people as possible know of this scam. The fact that the phone does go off would probably convince some people it's real, so please make as many friends & family aware of this.

How is it done? This is good but not that clever. He gave the wrong number - it should have been 0800 800 152 which takes you through to BT Business.  The cutting off of the line is very simple, he stays on the line with the mute button on and you can't dial out - but he can hear you trying 
(This is because the person who initiates a call is the one to terminate it). When you stop trying he cuts off and immediately calls back. You could almost be convinced! The sad thing is that it is so simple that it will certainly fool the elderly and vulnerable.

By the way this is not about getting the cash as this would not get past merchant services - it is all about getting the credit card details which include the security number so that it can be used for far larger purchases.

A Guide to the Church
Continuing Don Miller’s alphabetical guide to the church. Here is the next instalment, with more to follow next month:
Q
 is for Quinquennial

   Quinquennial, or Quinquennial Inspection to give it its full title — may be familiar to you if you’ve ever attended the APCM or Annual Parochial Church Meeting. What does it mean? It comes from the Latin Quinque — five and Annus — year. So we get "lasting five years", or "recurring once every five years", and "a fifth anniversary". So, the church uses the term to mean a inspection of the building every five years. 

Q

 is also for Quelle ~ the German for source 
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This is a term relating to the study of the synoptic Gospels (that is, Matthew, Mark and Luke, but not John). It is believed that Mark’s Gospel was the first to be written, and that Matthew and Luke would have had a copy or have seen Mark's gospel while writing their own gospels, and that there would have been other "sources" available to them as well. Along with their own personal sources they would have one which is called "Q", and is thought to have been a collection of sayings by Jesus though a written form has never been found. It may simply have been passed on by word of mouth 

R
 is for Reformation
The Church of England, - how did it begin? 
In a word, the answer to that question is – The Reformation.

 When many old Churches were built, they were built as Roman Catholic Churches. They continued to be a Roman Catholic Church for many centuries until Henry the Eighth had marital problems.
At the time of Henry, there was on the continent an Augustinian friar named Martin Luther, an academic, who wrote about the need for the Roman Catholic Church to RE – FORM. As you can imagine this did not win him many friends in the Vatican. Luther’s ideas about the Church soon spread to our shores and it was Henry the Eighth who wrote a condemnation of this new ‘reform’ teaching. The Pope of the time was so impressed by Henry’s book of criticism that he gave him the title – Defender of the Faith. There is a reference to the monarch of Britain ‘Defender of the faith’ on every coin – for inscribed there you will find F D an abbreviation of ‘Fidae Defensor’ or Faith Defender.

However, as the need to find a way out of his marriage to Catherine of Aragon became paramount, Henry assumed responsibility under the title Supreme Ruler of the Church in England. Thus allowing himself an Act of Parliament to annul his marriage and so make way for Anne Boleyn as Queen.

On the continent, the call for Reformation by the Protestants increased and new Protestant churches came into being. In 1536 Henry adopted ten articles of faith from the Lutheran reformers. Henry did not want to leave the Catholic Church but did want a divorce. He wanted to be head of a reformed catholic church in England. Things came to a head and Henry was excommunicated from the Catholic Church. So the Protestant believer’s influence spread and the English Church developed a middle way between the Catholics on the one hand and the Reformers or Protestants on the other. The Church today continues to witness to that diversity with some parishes being ‘evangelical’ while others would describe themselves as ‘Anglo Catholic’. The Church formally came to be known as the Church of England in Elizabeth’s reign with the Act of Supremacy.
What the PCC decided...

After the summer break, there were a number of items that needed some attention when the PCC met in September.

High on the list were two church growth initiatives. Here at St Andrew’s, we had been looking for some time for ways to increase our congregation before Bishop James launched a similar initiative across the diocese when he posed three questions about growth (now known as the Bishop’s Growth Agenda). On the last Sunday in September, we join 90 churches across the diocese, and many more across the UK, in Back to Church Sunday. Four representatives of the PCC also agreed to sample “Natural Church Development” – a scheme aimed at making church going more attractive generally.
The revised estimate for heating the Hall was accepted, though the Standing Committee had already given their approval. It is hoped that work will begin in early October.
The meeting heard from Don Miller about his initial impression of Reader Training. After a brief discussion, there was unanimous support for adopting Send-a-Cow as this year’s Harvest Appeal charity. There will be a social in November to boost funds raised. 
The next meeting of the PCC will take place on Tuesday 8th November at 8.00pm
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As I see it …

“Time, you old gipsy man, Will you not stay,

Put up your caravan, Just for one day.”

We mice are not often given to flights of fancy (well, you don’t have to believe me), but the word ‘caravan’ set me off on a whole new train of thought this week. 
Things have been a bit quiet lately, so my wife Millicent and Grannie Mouse went round to the vicarage for a “Thursday Ladies Club” meeting. [I’m not quite sure where they got the name from, though I think Joyce H had a hand in it. I suppose it does meet on a Thursday, so they got that bit right... (sorry – just couldn’t resist)]. Seriously, they are all Ladies and please can I have extra biscuits next time you meet?
The meeting started fairly quietly, too, as there was no one celebrating a birthday so it was tea and biscuits instead of the usual rowdy celebrations at which the wine flows freely, even if it is sometimes judiciously tempered with lemonade.

It did, however, turn out to be a memorable and somewhat wild night once one of them (no names mentioned as our solicitor kept muttering News of the World and ‘huge settlements’, particularly as the Green Spire is now an international magazine thanks to the world wide web) decided to tell us about her holiday the previous week in a caravan. A potentially dull meeting suddenly sparked into life.
It began when she arrived to find not the usual home on wheels but a magnificent new models with all mod-cons (well, almost).It had three bedrooms and two bathrooms – a real home from home.

Member X had a lovely couple of days with her family before they returned home and to work, leaving said member and her son in the lap of luxury. All was going well until the electricity went off – for several days, closely followed by the water.
By now, the meeting was starting to titter, but there was more to come. We presume it can’t have been too bad, though it must have been cold at night and cooking a bit of a chore, but she was still alive later in the week when the site owner called to say that the new patio cum steps were blocking access to the mains water stop tap. Luckily, some passing neighbours gallantly came to help and the steps were duly unscrewed and moved to the other side of the van. For reasons that are beyond us mice, screws and screw-holes on the other side didn’t line up and had to be propped up on bricks for the time being, rather spoiling the effect of a new caravan.
By the time  they had heard this ‘sad’ story, the ladies were hysterical with laughter and had to be revived with sweet tea and copious amounts of chocolate digestive  biscuits. Millicent and Grannie Mouse had their work cut out getting even a few crumbs.

An air of calm was just starting to descend when someone dropped a handful of change out of her pocket onto the sofa and everyone had to be prised to their feet  while “‘er from the vicarage” got down on her hands and knees (no, not to pray but) to ferret under the cushions for cash. At one point, someone suggested it was a ten pound note and that they’d heard it drop! As they were leaving, there was still a strong rumour that there was still a pound coin short, so I bet there’ll be some serious cleaning done at the vicarage this week.
At last it was time to go and Fr M. rounded them up and sent them home. My wife says she certainly going to go again – it was a real tonic.
Churchmouse

AIRSHIP

An airship passed over the school recently (during “Balloon Week”) causing great excitement as the children were on the playground. Some quick thinking by staff and some great teamwork from the children enabled us to spell out HELLO using the children to stand in groups and make human letters (a bit like the Halifax adverts on the television when they make a cross). Fingers crossed we might hear from the airship!!!

MISS DENNIS

It was announced that Miss Dennis (Year 6 teacher) will be leaving at Christmas, having been successfully promoted to Senior Management Position in a school in Manchester. Although she has only been part of the St. Andrew’s family for a short period of time, she has made a massive impact on the children and staff here and she will be sorely missed. It goes without saying that she will leave at Christmas with all our very best wishes and we know she will be giving 100% for her remaining time here, which she has done throughout her time at St. Andrews.   
 
Holy Baptism:

4th September:
Kya Louise Murphy Griffiths

Alexander William David Jones


Benjamin Lee Jones


Lilie-Ann Jones


Elle Shauna Murphy Martin


Kian Dylan Morris


Tyler Kames Morris


Faye Louise Pownall

11th September:
Kayla Alicia Ashton

Joseph Charlie Griffiths


Tyler Anthony Dean Hood


Frankie Lee Morris


Keeley Rebecca WIlson

Holy Matrimony:

10th September:
Stuart Wogan and Rachael Bancroft
Funerals:

  6th September:
Edna Ditchfield
  9th September:
Doris Craddock

14th September:
John Buckley Mellor

Communicants and Collections: 

	2011
	Sunday

Communicants
	Midweek

Communicants
	Loose

Collections £
	Planned

Giving £

	4th Sept
	40
	18
	117.60 
	316.02 

	11th Sept
	45
	14
	111.85 
	212.97 

	18th Sept
	42
	13
	8.71 
	180.10 


D

onations   

         We would like to thank everyone who has made a gift or donation to our various funds this past month.

General Fund

· Peggy Brandwood (donation of small change)

· In loving memory of my husband Jack (6 September) also Dad (October)  and Mom (January)  from Val Carter and Family

· In loving memory of Doris Craddock from family and friends

· In loving memory of Aunty's dear neighbour Doris - from Jean

· From Doris Jepson with love and thanks for prayers

· From Wilf Delooze in loving memory of Joyce

· Verger’s fee - (1 wedding and 2 funeral fees)

Flower Fund
· Donation in memory of Doris Craddock from Joyce Blyth

Winners of the Phoenix Club Draw 
The next draw will take place on Sunday 25th September – results in next month’s Green Spire.
(  (  (  (  (  (  (  (

Back to Church – a Bishop’s perspective
Ahead of Back to Church Sunday, the acting Bishop of Liverpool Richard Blackburn tells Paddy Shennan (of the Liverpool Echo) how the church is adapting to people’s changing lives

WITH only around 10% of Britons attending a church service each week, Back To Church Sunday is a big idea – and an ambitious one.

The annual initiative, which was launched seven years ago, is operated by a network of Anglican dioceses – but they are keen to share their experience with other Christian churches.

This Sunday will be 2011’s Back To Church Sunday and Bishop Richard Blackburn – currently the acting Bishop of Liverpool – says: “It’s a great opportunity to put ourselves in the shoes of many people who do come to church at various points in their lives but, for whatever reason, are hesitant about going through the church doors.

“We realise people are often worried about whether they will be able to understand what’s going on and follow it and whether they will stand out as being visitors.”

But Bishop Richard adds: “Most people whose last church experience may have been five or 10 years ago will be enormously surprised about how things have changed. We have to make an effort to explain that and sell ourselves and show we have a product that is second to none.

“If we don’t tell them about it and don’t do anything to encourage people to sample it they are not going to find out.”

The Diocese of Liverpool has been part of Back to Church Sunday for the last three years. Around 100 churches take part and, on average, about 10 people per church come back on this day.

Bishop Richard says: “We hope people will feel welcome and safe. The idea is to integrate people and I think we have learned over the years the subtle nuances of welcoming people – not to pile in on them so they feel intimidated.

Prayer Intentions for October

	
	
	
	

	Sat
	1st
	Windermere Avenue
	Liverpool Cathedral

	
	
	
	

	Sun
	2nd
	The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity (22)

	Mon
	3rd
	Ambleside Crescent
	Send-a-Cow charity

	Tue
	4th
	Pentland Avenue
	Warrington Hospital Chaplains

	Wed
	5th
	Buttermere Crescent
	Japan 

	Thu
	6th
	Bowness Avenue
	Union leaders

	Fri
	7th
	Borrowdale Avenue
	Church of the Transfiguration

	Sat
	8th
	Brathay Close
	Local business people

	
	
	
	

	Sun
	9th
	The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity (23)

	Mon
	10th
	Currans Road
	USPG projects nurturing ministry

	Tue
	11th
	Horseshoe Crescent
	Our MP Helen Jones

	Wed
	12th
	Harvey Court
	Our Charity Shop and customers

	Thu
	13th
	Keswick Avenue
	Brazil, Sri Lanka and Australia

	Fri
	14th
	Sandy Lane West
	Church of the Resurrection

	Sat
	15th
	Bexhill Avenue
	Those seeking employment

	
	
	
	

	Sun
	16th
	The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity (24)

	Mon
	17th
	Achilles Avenue
	Samaritans and Child Line

	Tue
	18th
	Those living outside the parish
	Staff at St James’ House (Church House) Liverpool

	Wed
	19th
	Kirkstone Avenue
	Family Support Workers

	Thu
	20th
	Statham Avenue
	New Zealand

	Fri
	21st
	Chiltern Road
	Church of the Ascension

	Sat
	22nd
	Honister Avenue
	Don Miller, Reader in Training

	
	
	
	

	Sun
	23rd
	Bible Sunday

	Mon
	24th
	Swindale Avenue
	Mission Aviation Fellowship

	Tue
	25th
	Cooper Avenue
	Mission in the Economy

	Wed
	26th
	Pentland Place
	Social Work staff

	Thu
	27th
	Loweswater Close
	Famine victims in East Africa

	Fri
	28th
	Mill Farm Close
	Bp Richard and Bp Shannon

	Sat
	29th
	Crawley Avenue
	Those to be confirmed 

	
	
	
	

	Sun
	30th
	All Saints’ Day

	Mon
	31st
	Birch Avenue
	The NSPCC

	
	
	
	





SDB Plumbing Services


All plumbing, heating and gas work undertaken





Full bathroom installations





Free quotes                                             


All work guaranteed





Member of the Gas Safe Register


Stew Boyle


07968 841093
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For All your Wedding Needs





�


Call David on


01270 872214


� HYPERLINK "mailto:crozierphotomagic@fsmail.net" �crozierphotomagic@fsmail.net�





3 Dunwood Drive, Lawton


Heath End, Nr Alsager ST7 3RE





Fridge and Freezers  


Washing Machines  


Dishwashers 


Cookers etc








Andrew Mercer


Domestic Appliance Repairs





01925 423840


07723 967564





� HYPERLINK "mailto:andymercer22@hotmail.com" �andymercer22@hotmail.com�














Now at Station Road, Great Sankey
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