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Can you help us?
The Church Charity Shop is going from strength to strength. 
Our dedicated staff work hard Wednesday by Wednesday, sorting, pricing and selling. The result is that we are raising a large amount of money for St Andrew’s.

But – we have a problem.  Opening one day a week, we always have a surplus of unsold items which we pass on to other Charity Shops once they’ve been displayed for some time. Would anyone who has a car give us occasional help to move excess bric-a-brac and books to other shops? Please speak to Jenny Raynor if you can help. Thank you.
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window dreams

by Christina

01925-231744

10 Egypt Street  Warrington town centre  WA1 1DY

Find us behind TJ Hughes next door to Swinton Insurance

www.windowdreams.co.uk
Harvest Thanksgiving

This year, our Harvest Thanksgiving will take place on Sunday 25th September to coincide with Back to Church Sunday. A decision will be made at the next meeting of the PCC as to which charity we support this year. Details will be found on the Sunday newssheet.  

Thank you
I would like to thank everyone for the cards, gifts and good wishes on his twenty-fifth anniversary of ordination recently. I was completely taken back and would like to record my thanks for your love and support. 

Fr Michael.
From the Vicar:

There’s a great big spider walking along the outside window sill. They always seem to come about this time of the year – late August and early September – and it’s as though they know that change is on the way and want to ready themselves in good time.
September marks a new beginning for most of us in one way or another; possibly more so that the traditional New Year’s Day on January 1st. September is the time when children return to school and new classes. It has increasingly become the time when the Church makes plans for the coming year, too, and St Andrew’s is no exception.
One of the first major events this year will be Back to Church Sunday which I wrote about last time. This is an exciting event and if we get it right, will pave the way for lots of other exciting events to follow. New people always inspire new ideas. But first we have to encourage them back.

This is one of those events where everyone can and should play their part. You don’t have to be good on your legs as you might if you were to help at the Summer Fair. You don’t have to be particularly outgoing – everyone has a circle of friends – some larger than others. All it takes is a little forethought and then a warm invitation. I hope that everyone will invite a friend or family member to ‘come back to Church’ on the 25th.
I also hope that everyone who belongs to St Andrew’s will make a special effort to be at the 10 o’clock service on the 25th. It would be good to see the church really full that weekend and I think it would make more of an impact on our visitors.

In late October, the Bishop will come to St Andrew’s for the confirmation. It is obviously an important ‘beginning’ for those who are confirmed, but I find that it can also inspire the rest of us as we continue on our spiritual journey together.
In September, Don Miller formally begins training as a Reader and we’ll see more of him ‘at the front’. He’s already written his first sermon though you’ll have to wait until October to hear it. It’s certainly an exciting time for him and it may just help us to ask ourselves where God is calling us. This may be the time when others feel that the time has come to start something new, maybe by taking a new role as reader or intercessor, bringing up the offertory or helping to make tea. There may be opportunities to go visiting on behalf of the Church. Each of us is called to serve, though it will take many different forms.
Collectively, the Hall must be part of our agenda and the challenge of greater involvement in the local community. We hope to have the central heating fitted in the next month or two and this will help make it more comfortable. The plans that were first devised before the fire are just waiting to be implemented and this should be one of our tasks for the coming year.
Talking about spiders at the top of this letter and the refurbishment of the Hall reminds me of the well-known story of Robert the Bruce watching the spider try to spin its web, and each time it failed, it started again. It’s true that we’ve been here before, but we shouldn’t give up on the Hall, but keep on trying until we achieve our plans. 
Whether it be Back to Church Sunday, confirmation, asking ourselves what God wants us to do or engaging with the local community, these things are best achieved if they are underpinned by prayer. None of us can do these things alone yet with God, all things are possible. So in the coming days and weeks, please join me in praying for the success of all we do; for greater outreach and for growth within.
When I was training prior to ordination and was about to go on my first parish placement, I remember being quite nervous about how I’d get on. Then I was given a prayer card with the words “Not by strength, nor by might, but by my Spirit” says the Lord. That was the point at which I realised that I couldn’t ‘go it alone’, but with the help of God, all things were possible.
The same is true for us today. If we bring our plans before the Lord, he will richly bless them. Here’s to an exciting and profitable ‘new beginning’.

Michael Raynor
Albert Einstein once wrote:

'Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance, you must keep moving’
What’s on in September...  
Sunday 4th     
The Dedication Festival

10.00am
Sung Eucharist 


12 noon
Holy Baptism
Thursday 8th
  8.00pm
Thursday Ladies' Club meet in the vicarage

Saturday 10th
  4.00pm
Marriage of Stuart Wogan and 



Rachael Bancroft

  7.00pm
Christian Aid “Sing for your Supper”

Sunday 11th     
The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity

10.00am
Sung Eucharist 


12 noon
Holy Baptism

Tuesday 13th
  8.00pm
PCC meeting in Church

Wednesday 14th
Holy Cross Day


  7.00pm
 Eucharist

Thursday 15th
  6.00pm
Informal meeting of Governors with the new Head Teacher, Mr Cahillane (time to be confirmed – see Sunday sheet)
Sunday 18th     
The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity

10.00am
Sung Eucharist 

Thursday 22nd
  8.00pm
Thursday Ladies' Club meet at the Vicarage

Sunday 25th     
Harvest Thanksgiving and 



Back to Church Sunday

10.00am
Sung Eucharist 

Tuesday 27th
11.00am
Cluster meeting at St Ann’s Church

Thursday 29th
  5.30pm
Ecumenical trip to Cathedral and supper at the Britannia Inn – please sign up now.

Sunday 2nd      
The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity
October
10.00am
Sung Eucharist 

There are regular weekly celebrations of the Eucharist (Holy Communion) on Wednesday evening at 7.00pm (please note the time) and Thursday morning at 10.30am. Celebrations on Saint’s Days are published on the Sunday sheet. All are welcome. Please also see the Directory page on the back cover.
The Dedication Festival

Who would believe that it’s a year since we returned to church after nine months sojourn in the Church Hall following the fire? You may remember the services we held last September to mark our Return to Church and also the decision to mark the first Sunday in September as our Dedication Festival.

St Andrew’s Church was consecrated (dedicated) by the bishop of Liverpool on St Andrew’s Day (30th November) 1963 which means that our Patronal Festival and Dedication Festival fell on the same day. In effect, we normally celebrated the Patronal Festival and largely ignored the Dedication part of the Festival.
Since the fire, we have the perfect excuse to celebrate both important occasions on different dates. Do come and join us as we give thanks for our church and rededicate ourselves in God’s service
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DAVID CALLON

MOBILE AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN

DAVIDCALLON@HOTMAIL.CO.UK
4 COLEMERE CLOSE

PADGATE

01925 814030

07885 481276

Sing for your Supper
Warrington’s Christian Aid Committee are holding a Sing for your Supper event on Saturday 10th September at Bold Street Methodist Church. Starting at 7.00pm, the singing is optional but everyone gets supper. Adults £5, under 16s £2.50. See church notice board for more details.

Who’s on in September …
	2011
	sidespeople
	reader
	intercessor
	offertory

	4 Sept
	D. Sutcliffe

O. Vowles
	D. Yeamans
	V. Donoghue
	K. Chambers

E. Chambers

	11 Sept
	B. Barnard

S. Barnard
	O. Vowles
	F. Greatorex
	Debbie Kirk

N. Kirk

	18 Sept
	M. Dunbobbin

M. Ellison
	B. Barnard
	N. Lee
	V. Carter

M. Loughead

	25 Sept

Harvest
	J. Devereux

V. Donoghue
	B. Glover
	Dot Miller
	B. Barnard

S. Barnard

	2 Oct
	A. Yeamans

D. Yeamans
	B. Boscoe
	Sunday School
	J. Blyth

V. Donoghue


	2011
	Prepare and serve tea
	Wash up

	4 Sept
	B. Boscoe / B. Glover
	M. Dunbobbin / D. Miller

	11 Sept
	L. Giblin / F. Greatorex
	B. Boscoe / B. Glover 

	18 Sept
	V. Carter / E. Whitehead
	L. Giblin / F. Greatorex

	25 Sept
	M. Ellison / P. Smith
	V. Carter / E. Whitehead

	2 Oct
	M. Dunbobbin / D. Miller
	M. Ellison / P. Smith


	2011
	Sunday School 
	Counting collections

	4 Sept
	to be arranged
	V. Carter / J. Raynor

	11 Sept
	
	M. Ellison / A. Yeamans

	18 Sept
	
	B. Boscoe / B. Glover

	25 Sept
	
	D. Miller / P. Smith

	2 Oct
	
	V. Carter / J. Raynor


	2011
	Read on Weds Evening
	Hall Cleaning

	7 / 8 Sep
	J. Raynor
	M & S Higham

	14/15 Sept
	W. Forster
	J. Devereux

	21/22 Sept
	D. Yeamans
	M & S Higham

	28/29 Sept
	D. Miller
	Fr Michael

	5 / 6 Oct
	D. Kirk
	M & S Higham


Snippets from the Church Times

Several councils have decided to introduce parking charges on Sunday mornings, much to the annoyance of churches and worshippers who have always enjoyed free parking while at morning service. Churchgoers in the West End of London could pay up to £4.60 per hour. No doubt pressure will be brought to bear to ensure that sermons are kept short.
New research suggests that teenagers who attend church are more supportive of their Muslim peers than those who have no faith.  79% of those who described themselves  as ‘practising Christians’ thought that Muslims should be allowed to wear the headscarf in school. Among those of ‘no religion’, the figure was only 60%. Professor Francis, who conducted the study, said that young people from different religious backgrounds clearly show respect for one another. 
The Community of the Resurrection at Mirfield faces a £2m bill to refurbish the church. With great ingenuity, they are holding an auction in October and 300 lots have already been donated. There is a silver First World War field communion set and an original Desperate Dan cartoon autographed by the artist, Ken Harrison. 
Buckingham’s official jester, 26 year old Sam Cross, has resigned his post to train as a priest in the Church of England under the headline ‘Jester relinquishes cap and bells for smells and bells’.
Liverpool Cathedral provided the backdrop to Wired Aerial Theatre – a show about climate change. It involved a stage rising vertically into the sky, and action taking place sixty feet above the ground. 

Hymns Ancient and Modern celebrate their 150th anniversary next month with a service at St Paul’s Cathedral. Common Praise, which we use at St Andrew’s, is the latest in a long line of hymn books that have served the Church of England since 1861.

The cartoonist Ron comes up with some pretty good ideas for his weekly cartoon St Gargoyle’s. A recent one showed a group sitting round, each holding a Bible. The caption read, “When they’d done Revelation, the Bible-study group disbanded – job done!” 

Forging Friendships and Equitable Partnerships

. . . Personal Recollections of a South African Experience:
Earlier this year, Andrew McNeil, Deputy Head at St Andrew’s School, spent a week in Moriting Primary School in Tembisi, South Africa. It was the first leg of a two-stage exchange organised by the British Council. Mrs Julia Hlahle. Principal of the School, is making a return visit Warrington this month.
This is the second excerpt from the diary he on his return. The final part will be published next month.
Saturday 26th February 2011:

Having arrived after midnight at our Johannesburg hotel after a long journey via Amsterdam, we were afforded an unexpectedly and genuinely warm, spontaneous welcome at the showpiece airport - I’ve never been sung to by a crowd of strangers before! Having enjoyed a desperately needed sleep, we travelled mid-morning across the sprawling city to our South African Partners’ Welcome Meeting, near Soweto township, Here I first met the Principal of St Andrew’s partner school - Moriting Primary, in Tembisa - Mrs Julia Hlahle. All of our party were overwhelmed by the wonderful and genuine welcome afforded to the British delegates, and the effort and involvement of all the Gauteng (pronounced ‘How-teng’) Authority and schools' personnel, which gave us a real flavour of the area, its people and its proud cultural and academic heritage. There was dancing and singing, and demonstrations of traditional art to name but a few. 

We then had a follow-up meal with the key South African school staff and local authority representatives - with typical cuisine of the area - which allowed for further engagement with our partner school colleagues and discussion of our aims and projected objectives. The evening was spent with the British contingent, discussing our initial thoughts and readying our activities for later on in the week. 

Tuesday 1st March 2011:

           The day began with a longer opportunity to meet the staff and present them with information (written, spoken and visual, via Flip Video recordings) of life in The United Kingdom. Many were eager in engage throughout the visit in detailed discussions about our educational system, and seemed to have a good or developing awareness of many theoretical aspects; for example, I was asked about our use of thinking skills and the background and content of the British educational curriculum, on which their local authority's current planning system appears to be based. Significantly, although - for example - planning formats had been provided for the staff, there was little explanation or guidance given in support by their Education Department, and hence some staff were not utilizing them fully. 

           What was left of the morning was spent observing a range of classes, across the grades, which made for interesting comparison with equivalent year groups back in Britain. I worked through several different classes, starting with the youngest children, aged about five. They appeared very content in school and enjoyed similar activities (academic, skills-based and social) that their U.K. equivalents would experience, although with much diminished resources. Up to ten different languages are spoken upon entry, yet by Grade Three, the expectation is that lessons, for the most part, would be conducted in English.

The school day was curtailed due to a planned Wildlife Park visit out of Johannesburg in the afternoon which was highly informative and a worthwhile experience. Seeing a pride of sleepy White Lions was amazing, as was later, playing with a six month-old cub!
Wednesday 2nd March 2011:

Arriving at school slightly earlier than usual, I joined the principal and a large group of ten to eleven year old pupils on a day visit to Pretoria Prison, as part of their 'Life Orientation' studies. This approximates to our P.S.H.C.E. curriculum, and in particular the Citizenship and moral aspects contained therein. Events such as this (another mentioned was to a local children's hospice) are planned to give pupils experiences that challenge their thinking and broaden their understanding of themselves as an integral part of a society. Time and time again, this central focus on a supportive, extended community impressed me and made me realise that, in Britain, this aspect of life is now – on many occasions – much diminished, to our noticeable disadvantage. We should learn from their success here.

 Upon arrival, we were met by a former, reformed inmate, now employed as an education officer and guide, who gave the pupils a thought-provoking half-hour long talk whilst still on the coach, which very effectively set the scene - and the pupils' mindset - for what was to follow. A presentation by two long-term inmates - one of whom was a murderer – followed. This reinforced the idea that crime does not pay and that it ruins many peoples' lives. We then went on a guided tour of the main prison areas; this shocked the children and adults alike, basically showing them the grim results of "swapping a uniform of excellence for a uniform of shame" (the theme of the visit). It included overseeing the inmates within their concrete-walled exercise yards, their cramped, shared 'cell' rooms, with no privacy whatsoever, and the extensive and draconian security and surveillance used there. 

The juvenile detention centre was next on the itinerary. This was actually the most distressing and uncomfortable part of the day for all of us, where - although the prisoners were in their barred cells ranged around a central exercise courtyard - the visitors (instructed not to communicate with them in any way), had to walk within grasping distance of them all, crowded up against their barred doors, along a narrow, adjacent path, accompanied by their loud shouts and comments. Many children were visibly scared and clearly got the message about the results of crime; I found it, as an adult, to be extremely unnerving too. 

The visit finished with a play performed by a group of long-term inmates which graphically illustrated how crime and violence wrecks lives. The content went beyond what would be deemed suitable in Great Britain, but was (as the principal informed me), representative of the experiences many of her pupils lived through in their own families and local communities: it included several murders, violent intimidation and assault and shockingly, simulated male rape. Numerous pupils clearly were affected by it - several being very distressed - and a few commented on relatives or other known individuals being in similar prison or life situations. The return journey was much subdued compared to the cheerful outer leg earlier on. 

         The day certainly gave much food for both thought and discussion, and left a lasting impression on those involved. As it was a full day visit, I then had to leave the school for my transportation back to the main group; at this point, my British colleagues noted how “ashen-faced and uncharacteristically quiet” I was, such was the day’s impact upon me.
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Sunday readings

Who chooses the readings on Sunday?  Not the vicar, nor even the bishop. The Anglican Church uses a three-year cycle of readings for its Sunday services. Whether you are in Warrington or Liverpool, London or Paris – if you go to an Anglican Church, the readings at the Communion services will be the same.  

There are several good reasons for using a cycle of readings, not least the uniformity that comes when every church follows the same pattern, but it also provides variety for regular churchgoers and it means that we read from as much of the Bible as possible over the three years. The gospel (outside the major festivals) is taken from Matthew, Mark and Luke, one for each year.

The Collect, Epistle (or actually these days, Old and New Testament readings) and Gospel collectively are known as the Propers for the Day To make life easier for those who plan services, they are often given a number in Ordinary Time (again, the period not included among the major festivals such as Christmas and Easter). These readings can be found in a Lectionary under the appropriate number – which explains, I hope, the number after the title for the Sunday in the list of prayer intentions at the back of this magazine.
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School News
A warm welcome to Mr Keith Cahillane, the new Head Teacher appointed as successor to Mr Kevin Dyson. Keith comes with an enviable reputation from a school in St Helens where he was Deputy Head and has already started to make his mark on St Andrew’s. We wish him well and look forward to meeting him again in church.
During the summer holidays, the school has been completely rewired and relit. This was long overdue and a major undertaking in the time available. Having worked two full weekends and long days right through the holiday, the work was due to be completed on Friday 2nd September. As part of the specification, the fire alarm has been upgraded and is now largely a wireless system. All that remains is to complete cleaning the school before the children return on the 5th. 
Some work was done redecorating the front fascia above the entrance. The peeling paint has been removed and looks a hundred times better.

Later this month, the school looks forward to welcoming Mrs Julia Hlahle. Principal of Moriting Primary School in Tembisi, South Africa. Julia is visiting England following Andrew McNeill’s visit to South Africa in February / March of this year. Julia is also the pastor of the local church that serves the area where the school is situated.
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	Bible Sunday 

St Andrew’s will commemorate the 400th anniversary of the King James Bible on Bible Sunday – October 23rd. The preacher will be Mr Don Miller. [You are invited to come early to get a good seat!]
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Bank Holiday Boot Sale
Despite a poor weather forecast and an even worse start to the morning, the Car Boot Sale held on Bank Holiday Monday at the end of August raised £437.54  Our grateful thanks to everyone who worked so hard to achieve this and to loyal ‘booters’ and customers who supported us.

Electoral Roll
[image: image9.wmf]According to the latest edition of Church Representation Rules, anyone wishing to vote at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (AGM) or stand for office (as warden or member of the Church Council) must have their name entered on the church’s Electoral Roll at least six months before the meeting.
Please check the Electoral Roll on the notice board. If your details have changed (perhaps you’ve moved house) in the last twelve months, please have a word with Mrs Joyce Blyth.

If your name does not appear on the Roll, please have a word with Joyce. Our aim is to have everyone who belongs to St Andrew’s on the list.
Do you bring up the Offertory?
From the earliest days of the Church, members of the congregation took it in turns to bring the bread and wine to be used in communion. In those days, they literally brought bread and wine for use in the sacrament.
In modern days, members of the congregation still present their gifts before the altar and are now representative of the whole congregation.

If you are not already on the rota, would you be willing to help in this special way? Please speak to Fr Michael soon before next month’s rota is drawn up.
For those who bring the bread and wine to the altar, have you noticed that there’s normally a copy of the hymn book on the altar rail to the side of you? It’s been set to open at the right page for the hymn we are singing for the offertory – please feel free to use it when your turn comes round.
Warrington Deanery Prayer meeting
The date for September has not yet been set. Please watch the Sunday pew sheet for more information.
Cathedral Visit
When did you last see the cathedral? Living some way from central Liverpool means that getting to the cathedral can be difficult, so why not join us for a visit on Thursday 29th September? On Thursday evenings, the cathedral stays open until sunset so that the more adventurous can go up the tower and see the city as the lights come on. Others may prefer a guided tour – the choice is yours. On the way home, we will visit the Britannia Inn for a carvery meal.
The cost will depend on numbers taking part. The Tower experience is £4.50 and the carvery meal just £3.50 (though presumably deserts are extra?) If we use a coach, that will be an additional cost – or it may be a contribution towards petrol if we go by car.

If the visit interests you, please sign up now. We need to know numbers to make final plans.

Supporting the Bishop’s Growth Agenda

When Bishop James delivered his challenging Diocesan Synod address in 2009 he set in process the Bishop’s Growth Agenda. Since then parishes and deaneries have been rising to his challenge of how they can grow numerically, serve the local community and kindle our love for God and neighbour. Meanwhile staff at St James House have been looking at how they organise themselves more effectively to support parishes and deaneries in this vital work. 

“The Bishop’s Growth Agenda is defining all that we do at the moment” says Diocesan Secretary Mike Eastwood. “If we are serious about the vision of a sustainable, led and transforming Christian presence in every community then we need people and resources for that mission and ministry. We need to reverse the on-going pattern of decline in church membership and as Bishop James says move forward with the dynamic of the New Testament Church.”

So Mike and his senior team have developed ‘Supporting the Bishop’s Growth Agenda’ as a plan of action that St James’ House staff will be following over the next 3 years. Building on 2007’s ‘Responding to the Call’, it clearly sets out the priorities for everybody at St James House.

“It’s about being both ambitious and realistic about what we can achieve and where we can make the most impact” explained Mike. “It doesn’t cover everything we do but focuses our minds on what is important if we are to see growth that Bishop James calls for – growth in membership, in discipleship and in leadership in churches across our diocese.”

Everyone at St James House is very clear about what they are employed to do. Under the direction of the Bishop in Synod they aim to serve the Bishops, parishes and schools making sure that, as much as possible, they are seen and felt to be on the parishes’ side. 

“That’s not easy” confesses Mike. “There are times we have to say no, and there are – we hope – good reasons for that, but we want always to make our decisions fairly and as far as possible in a supportive way”

Supporting the Bishop’s Growth Agenda is a landmark document where staff have agreed about sixty important actions that will help achieve the growth aims. These are grouped into eight themes:-

· Christian disciples growing in faith, hope and number

· Outstanding Christian leaders for today and tomorrow

· Excellent church schools promoting Christian education

· A vibrant and inclusive mixed economy of churches in and from all traditions

· A sustainable base for mission and ministry

· Revitalising our structures

· Providing a robust information base

· Providing a good base for ministry and home life

“It’s a challenging list that covers the most important areas for supporting churches in their need and desire to grow” said Mike. “We felt it was important to organise our work in a way that we could achieve, and be seen to achieve, our aims. We have to work as effectively as possible, making the biggest impact, with the resources we have.”

The most important part of all this is delivering promises. So staff are organising themselves to work across departments to make sure that they are all together focussed on these objectives.  

“Our plans are a logical successor to Responding to the Call in that they are firmly about the support we offer parishes to help them in their mission and ministry” Mike explained. “We have many challenges ahead but this plan gives us a strong direction and way forward and with God’s help together we can and I believe will do great things.”

Newfie Medical Terminology

Our friends in Newfoundland have the Lowest Stress rate because they do not take medical terminology seriously...

Newfie Medical Dictionary

Artery
The study of paintings

Bacteria
Back door to cafeteria

Barium
What doctors do when patients die

Benign
What you be, after you be eight

Caesarean Section
A neighbourhood in Rome

Cat scan
Searching for Kitty

Cauterize
Made eye contact with her

Colic
A sheep dog

Coma
A punctuation mark

Dilate
To live long

Enema
Not a friend

Fester
Quicker than someone else

Fibula
A small lie

Impotent
Distinguished, well-known

Labour pain
Getting hurt at work

Medical Staff
A doctor’s cane

Morbid
A higher offer

Nitrates
Cheaper than day rates

Node
I knew it

Outpatient
A person who has fainted

Pelvis
Second cousin to Elvis

Post Operative
A letter carrier

Recovery Room
A place to do upholstery

Rectum
Nearly killed him

Secretion
Hiding something

Seizure
Roman Emperor

Tablet
A small table

Terminal illness
Getting sick at the airport

Tumour
One plus one more

Urine
Opposite of “you’re out”

Warrington Walking Day July 1st 2011

Our Experience – Being Homeless on Walking Day

The spirit of Warrington Walking Day is to bring the town together to celebrate faith and diversity whoever you are; whether you are poor or better off, it is an experience in which everyone can be included. If you are a member of a church or a member of the public you are part of this great community experience – which in many towns and cities have long since ceased.

This year Room at the Inn – a project providing emergency accommodation for people who are homeless – encouraged people to join in this experience.  From early morning when the roads closed, the YMCA provided a venue to meet, offering tea and toast and a chance to be part of this positive experience.  We created a party atmosphere by taking chairs and garden furniture, complete with umbrella, on the ramp outside the building , offering refreshments to passers by – hot tea – whilst people watched from the town gates. The group enjoyed the experience.

Later in the day, when the walks had finished and families went to the fair or gathered together, we opened the YMCA for people who would otherwise have nowhere to go, and feel outside of the experience. A small group then made home-made soup – with carrots and onions they had grown at the allotment we have on Victoria Park, creating a feeling of togetherness and community spirit on a day which otherwise could have left them feeling isolated and alone.  This was a small act on our part – the importance of the need for us all to understand small acts can make a big difference.

Sue Blyth, and the team from Room at the Inn
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Vocation, Vocation, Vocation

Do you believe that God has a plan for your life? Christians have always taken seriously the idea that each one of us is called to use our gifts, personality and skills in a unique calling or ‘vocation.’

The process of feeling called and exploring one’s Christian vocation can vary enormously. For some it can become crystal clear in a single moment, for others it can unfold over a matter of years. When and how do you know you have been called? And what do you do next? Over the next few months, two events will take place in the Diocese, designed to help people to explore their Christian calling – whatever that may be.  

Rev David Parry, Diocesan Director of Ordinands (DDO) for the Liverpool Diocese says, “We have a vibrant and diverse Diocese with a great track record or encouraging all kinds of ministry. These events will build on that good work and help people work out what step to take next.” 

Life Call 

David adds, “Feeling called does not just mean ordained ministry. There is a wealth of ways in which people can give their gifts to the Church, whether that is pastorally or through using the skills and experiences they have gained in their professional and personal lives. There are a range of roles available to those who feel called to serve.”   

On September 10th from 10am to 1pm, Liverpool Cathedral will host Life Call, the Diocese’s biggest ever vocations event to help people learn about the exciting opportunities available. From overseas mission to work within local communities and from formal licensed or ordained ministry to informal work, this event will cover it all. There will be stalls covering work and ministry within the Diocese, the Church Army, theological colleges, Liverpool Hope University, Christian Charities and more. So, whether you feel called to ordination, or simply want to learn how you can use your gifts on a local, national or even international context, this event is a must.
A Guide to the Church
Continuing Don Miller’s alphabetical guide to the church. Here is the next instalment, with more to follow next month:
N
 is for New Curate
Yes I know this is cheating’ a little. Perhaps one day we will have one to give Father Michael some help

O
 is for Offices.
You may hear mention of the ‘Offices’ – this has nothing to do with Ricky Jervais!! There are two kinds of Offices in the Church – the Daily Offices and the Occasional Offices.

We shall be thinking about the Daily Offices in this article. The occasional offices are baptism, marriage and funerals – or hatching matching and dispatching rites as they are commonly known.

At the time of Glastonbury Abbey being at its height the monks there would attend the church seven times a day to pray. There are still some religious orders that follow this seven- fold pattern. The Book of Common Prayer joined several of these ‘monastic’ offices together to form Morning and Evening prayer. With the advent of Common Worship there is the possibility of four-fold prayer each day – Morning Prayer, Midday Prayer, Evening Prayer and Night Prayer. Those who are ordained are canonically bidden to recite Morning & Evening prayer

P
 is for Parish
In Orford we are privileged to have one vicar for our one Church. This is not always the case and many churches share a vicar.

How did parishes come about – what and who makes the decision about what parishes should go together? For an answer to this question we need to travel back to 596 AD when the Papal envoy to England – St Augustine came to these shores. There was already a vibrant Celtic church in these Isles before Augustine arrived – but it was not very organised – and certainly not organised in a way that was acceptable to the Papacy. Things came to a head (quite literally) at the Synod of Whitby in 664 AD when the Celtic Church became subservient to the Roman Church. Out of this Synod came three things. 
· Firstly, was the adoption of the date of Easter according to the Roman calendar. 
· Secondly, was the prohibition on the Celtic style of monks hair style (honest – I lie to you not) 
· Lastly was the adoption of the Roman administration of the Church in England according to the Roman pattern of parishes.

This situation has essentially been in place since then even during and beyond the Reformation when the Church became divorced from Rome. Due to the decline in the number of clergy and the finance to support them there has been a programme of amalgamation of churches under the care of one vicar. This situation continues as we speak.

The parish system has been both a strength and a weakness. A strength in as much that the whole planet is now in a designated parish or diocese. It is a weakness in as much that it can lead to a narrow parochialism of attitude among its members. This is something to be guarded against and why that phrase in the Creed is so crucial:
“We believe in one holy, catholic (universal – not parochial) and apostolic Church”. 



Really?

When everyone on Earth was dead and waiting to enter Paradise, God appeared and said, “I want the men to make two lines. One line for the men who were true heads of their household, and the other line for the men who were dominated by their women”.

“And I want all the women to report to St Peter.”

Soon the women were gone and there were two lines of men. 

The line of men who were dominated by their wives was a hundred miles long, and in the line of men who truly were heads of their household there was only one man.

God said to the long line, “You men should be ashamed of yourselves. I created you to be the head of your household! You have been disobedient and have not fulfilled your purpose.! Of all of you, only one obeyed. Learn from him.”

God turned to the one man. “How did you manage to be the only one in this line?” he asked.

The man replied, “My wife told me to stand here.”

Contributed by Rob Baird
As I see it …

“Raindrops keep falling on my head...”
I’m beginning to think that Scouts and rain go together like bread and butter. We were invited to watch the Scout section take part in Dragon Boat racing in July. “It’s a new venue” they said – Crosby Marina – “which is purpose built for sailing”. Fr Michael and Jenny took us along only to find that the force nine gales and choppy seas (yes, this was a boating lake) meant that it had to be cancelled for safety’s sake. Mind you, we wouldn’t have wanted to go out on the lake in those conditions, so we went into the community centre for a good feed instead!

We should have known better when they invited us to their annual Family Camp. (Aaron , the Group’s Leader, obviously knew better because he had booked onto a conference). Anyway, it was August, so what could go wrong? When Fr Michael packed the car, we climbed in too – possibly a little hastily on our part).

When we climbed in, there was surprisingly little room. When it’s back to nature, surely it’s a pair of shorts and canvas shoes? Not Fr M. He said he’d been caught before and wasn’t going to spend the weekend ‘frozen to the marrow’!  I think they’d got every duvet in the house in the boot.
Friday was a nice, warm dry day – until we set off at about five o’clock – when the heavens opened. This was just about the same time they were putting up the tents. When we arrived, it was marginally drier outside (only light rain) than it was inside. We were pleased to see some of the leaders arriving with even more luggage than we had!
Our spirits were soon revived, though, with liberal helpings of bacon butties. The Scouts certainly know how to look after themselves, and their guests. And then it was time for bed, and were we glad of all those extra covers.

The next morning didn’t look promising and a puddle had risen through the ground in the tent. Though the showers continued, it didn’t stop us getting on with the business in hand. Since our last visit, they’ve built a thirty foot climbing wall and we were among the first to try it out. Millicent decided not to go – it brings on her nose-bleeds, she said, - but I was willing to try. Finding a safety harness small enough was a bit difficult, so we all jumped into different peoples’ pockets for the ride of a lifetime. After lunch, we went abseiling down the back of the wall. I went with Romero who didn’t need asking twice. That night, we had a camp fire and then back to the tent.
Sunday was marginally drier. When rain did come, Andy kept saying “it will pass over” – which it did, but in its own time. Not that it really mattered. After gathering round the flag for flag break and prayers, it was off to the lake to build rafts. Strangely, the rain more or less stopped. Four plastic barrels, seven large spars and some lengths of rope made rafts for the whole team of ten or eleven, who proceeded to race back and forth across the lake. Despite the drier conditions, everyone came back soaked and into a welcome hot shower.
The afternoon was filled with shooting and archery – not quite our scene – but everyone else enjoyed it. We left before the barbecue (shame) to get back for the Boot Sale. It was a great camp despite the weather – our thanks to the 33rd!
Churchmouse

 
Holy Baptism:

17th July:
Damario James Gordon

Mark Anthony Harrison


Charlie Shaun Michael Lavin


Harvey Tommy Lee-Nelson


Casey Ann Jean Taylor

  7th August:
Declan Thomas Bailey

Harry-Leigh Stanley Bailey


Leo Samuel Bailey


Emma-Louise Bussell


Stacey Pamela Gahgan


Lucy-Mae Lucas


Charlotte Jane Peers


Harry Kai Woods

Holy Matrimony:

6th August:
Christopher Aaron Johnson and 

    Emma Louise Chesman
Funerals:

13th July:
Vera Lowson

19th July:
James Alexander McCall-McMurray
4th August:
Edith Lilian (Lily) Palmer

10th August:
Arthur Savage

11th August:
Marjorie Hill

31st August:
John Alan Faulkner

Communicants and Collections: 

	2011
	Sunday

Communicants
	Midweek

Communicants
	Loose

Collections £
	Planned

Giving £

	3rd July
	66
	15
	79.59 
	186.86 

	10th July
	56
	17
	51.11 
	203.19 

	17th July
	38
	17
	82.11 
	143.02 

	24th July
	46
	16
	6.00 
	196.60 

	31st July
	42
	13
	5.80 
	150.01 

	7th Aug
	44
	17
	26.61 
	203.02 

	14th Aug
	41
	9
	129.26 
	159.96 

	21st Aug
	48
	9
	0.20 
	182.01 

	28th Aug
	41
	18
	4.00 
	224.54 


D

onations   

         We would like to thank everyone who has made a gift or donation to our various funds this past month.

General Fund

· B. Barnard

· Emily Rothwell

· In Thanksgiving for Fr Michael's 25 years as a priest from Jenny Raynor

· In memory of Jean Bold from loving Mum, Geoffrey and Frances

· In loving memory of Elsie Boden from Barry and Jacqueline

· in thanksgiving for Katelyn's baptism from Ron and Renee Hollingsworth

· In loving memory of Bert Lee from daughter Norma

· Hymn Book - Inscription: In loving memory of Tom Roberts 1923-2007 from Joan and family

· Loving memories of  Harry on his anniversary from his loving wife Beryl and family Burrell (31st July)

· In thanksgiving and loving memory of Ernie Beardsall from Eileen

· Donation to Summer Fair - E Chambers

· Coppers - V. Donoghue

· In loving memory of Robert Wallace (Year's Mind 23rd August) from Joyce Blyth and family

· From Andrew and Nick Mercer

· From Dave and Wendy Maisey 

· Gifts on Fr M's 25th Anniversary of Priesting

· Verger's fee (6)

· Anniversary Memories of Frank Dunbobbin (Sept 18th) - a dear husband, father and grandfather - from wife Margaret and family

Flower Fund
· In loving memory of Gladys Taylor (5 July) and Nora Tucker (27 July) from sister Joan Roberts

· In Loving Birthday Memories of Tom Roberts from Joan, Barbara and family

· Donation from Tom Springett

· Wedding flowers – Chris Johnson and Emma Chesman

Winners of the Phoenix Club Draw 
31st July 2011 


1st Prize:
P. Thirsk

2nd Prize:
Mr and Mrs Higham

3rd Prize:
P. Thirsk
28th August 2011 


1st Prize:
D. Jepson

2nd Prize:
F. Butler

3rd Prize:
M. Giblin
(  (  (  (  (  (  (  (
ATM - PIN Number Reversal - Good to Know 

If you should ever be forced by a robber to withdraw money from an ATM machine, you can notify the police by entering your PIN number in reverse. For example, if your pin number is 1234 then you would put in 4321. 

The ATM system recognizes that your PIN number is backwards from the ATM card you placed in the machine.

The machine will still give you the money you requested but, unknown to the robber, the police will be immediately dispatched to the location. 

This information was recently broadcast on CTV by Crime Stoppers however it is seldom used because people just don't know about it.  
Prayer Intentions for September

	
	
	
	

	Thu
	1st
	Marron Avenue
	Those recently ordained

	Fri
	2nd
	Dean Crescent
	St Mary, Great Sankey

	Sat
	3rd
	Cleveland Road
	Builders

	
	
	
	

	Sun
	4th
	The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity (18)

	Mon
	5th
	Kentmere Place
	Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen

	Tue
	6th
	Poole Avenue
	Peter, our Archdeacon

	Wed
	7th
	Seaford Place
	Keith, our new Head Teacher

	Thu
	8th
	Armour Avenue
	Our Scout Group

	Fri
	9th
	Cartmel Avenue
	St Paul, Penketh

	Sat
	10th
	Densham Avenue
	Entertainers

	
	
	
	

	Sun
	11th
	The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity (19)

	Mon
	12th
	Newton Road
	Water Aid

	Tue
	13th
	Ulverston Avenue
	Our PCC

	Wed
	14th
	St Stephen's Avenue
	The Children’s Centre

	Thu
	15th
	Hunter Avenue
	Those preparing for confirmation

	Fri
	16th
	Thirlmere Avenue
	St Mark, Dallam

	Sat
	17th
	Chiltern Place
	Those looking for work

	
	
	
	

	Sun
	18th
	The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity (20)

	Mon
	19th
	Crowe Avenue
	Guild of Church Braillists

	Tue
	20th
	Hastings Avenue
	Local councillors and our MP

	Wed
	21st
	Toll Bar Place
	Those who translate the Bible

	Thu
	22nd
	Grisedale Avenue
	Members of our Cluster of churches

	Fri
	23rd
	Cotswold Place
	St Margaret and All Hallows, Orford

	Sat
	24th
	Howson Road
	Those who come to church tomorrow

	
	
	
	

	Sun
	25th
	Harvest Thanksgiving

	Mon
	26th
	Clough Avenue
	Mersey Mission to Seafarers

	Tue
	27th
	Chiltern Crescent
	Those preparing for College

	Wed
	28th
	Patterdale Avenue
	St Rocco’s Hospice

	Thu
	29th
	Newhaven Road
	Religious communities

	Fri
	30th
	Cotswold Road
	Christ Church, Padgate

	
	
	
	





From the Registers























Andrew Mercer


Domestic Appliance Repairs





01925 423840


07723 967564





� HYPERLINK "mailto:andymercer22@hotmail.com" �andymercer22@hotmail.com�














Fridge and Freezers  


Washing Machines  


Dishwashers 


Cookers etc








Photomagic


For All your Wedding Needs





�


Call David on


01270 872214


� HYPERLINK "mailto:crozierphotomagic@fsmail.net" �crozierphotomagic@fsmail.net�





3 Dunwood Drive, Lawton


Heath End, Nr Alsager ST7 3RE








� EMBED Word.Picture.8 ���








SDB Plumbing Services


All plumbing, heating and gas work undertaken





Full bathroom installations





Free quotes                                             


All work guaranteed





Member of the Gas Safe Register


Stew Boyle


07968 841093














Now at Station Road, Great Sankey
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