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TANHOUSE LANE STATION  

A view looking west along the up platform at Tanhouse Lane station in 1964. 

This was the last year that the station was operational as passenger services 

ceased on 5 October 1964. All trace of the station was subsequently swept away.  

Photo by Gordon Howarth 
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Editor  

 

Left: A class 304 EMU at 
Liverpool Lime Street in 
December 1989. These 
units entered service 
from 1960, and were 
built specifically for the 
Liverpool, Manchester 
and Crewe 
electrification project.  
Photo by Doug 
Birmingham 
 

I continue to be both 
amazed and delighted 
at the information that 
comes to light through 
the membership of the 

8D Association. Whenever members gather together something new seems to come 
to light. All of this adds greatly to the collective knowledge of our organisation.  
 
One of the main reasons for the existence of the On Shed journal is to record as 
much about our local railway history and heritage as possible. To that end, if any 
member feels that they have something of value that they wish to contribute, then 
please do put pen to paper, or finger to keyboard, and send it in to me.  
 
We have once again reached the end of another year so I would like to wish you all a 
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
 
Paul Wright  
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Society News 
   

Members of the 8D Association during their visit to the Alstom Halebank Rail 
Technology Centre on 12 October 2017.   

 
8D Visit Alstom Halebank 

 

On 12 October 2017 8D Association members enjoyed a trip around the new Alstom 

facility at Halebank. Members were given a talk about the site and the future 

aspirations that Alstom have for it. They were then taken on a tour, and saw a Virgin 

Pendolino being prepared for painting.  

 

Alstom have two ex-BR class 08 shunting locomotives at Halebank which are 

painted in the BR corporate blue livery. These locomotives proved to be popular 

subjects for photographs.   

 

The 8D Association AGM 2018 

  

The 2018 AGM will take place at the Select Security Stadium on Saturday 27 
January 2018 at 10.00. The AGM will be followed by a railway quiz and a buffet 
lunch.  
 
If there are any members who would like to stand for any of the committee posts 
please send your nomination to the Secretary at the_8d_association@yahoo.co.uk 
or telephone Paul Wright on 0151 630 5132. 
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Tanhouse Lane station totem sign joins its Widnes Central counterpart in 8D 

Memberôs home 

 

British Railways totem signs for Widnes Central and Tanhouse Lane on display at the 

home of 8D Association Member Paul Wright on Sunday 19 November 2017. Photo by 

Paul Wright  

 

A British Railways totem sign from Tanhouse Lane station featured in the Great 

Western Railwayana auction that was held at Pershore school on Saturday 18 

November 2017. Tanhouse Lane was one of two stations situated on the Great 

Central & Midland Joint - Widnes Branch Railway, which ran between the Widnes 

East Junction and the Hough Green Junction of the Cheshire Lines Committee 

Liverpool and Manchester main line. Tanhouse Lane had opened on 1 September 

1890 and it closed on 5 October 1964. The station served the Moss Bank area of 

Widnes.  

 

8D Association member Paul Wright already owned a totem from Widnes Central 

and took the opportunity to bid for its Tanhouse Lane counterpart so that he could 

add it to his collection.  

 

The once common British Railways totem station sign has in recent years become a 

highly collectable item.   
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News Round Up - by Chris Hollins 
 

Rail Tour along the Low Level - Again 

 
On Saturday 28 October 2017 yet another rail tour traversed part of the Low Level 
line between Arpley Junction and Fiddlers Ferry Power Station. Pathfinder Tours 
"The Fiddlers Five" started at Westbury and also took in the Dallam Royal Mail 
terminal, the Ravenhead glass works siding and two separate routes through Crewe 
Basford Hall Yard. The 11 coach train was top and tailed by Colas Rail Class 56 
number 56105 and DB Cargo Class 66 number 66 183. 
 
New Rail Link for Liverpool 2 

 
Peel Holdings are set to build a new rail link into the Liverpool 2 container facility at 
Seaforth. When completed trains will be loaded directly from the container ships on 
their berths. It is hoped that the facility will be open next year with the first trains 
being run from Seaforth to the West Midlands. 
 
Ethelfleda Bridge Works 

 
More repair works have started on the Runcorn - Widnes railway bridge. Network 
Rail has constructed two scaffolding gantries on either side of the river. They will be 
used by contractors who will repair stonework on both of the bridge approaches.   
 
Major Works and a derailment within the City Region  

 
Saturday 30 September marked the 
commencement of two major rail 
projects in the local area, the 
implementation of the four track 
layout between Roby and Huyton 
Junction and, the commencement of 
the Liverpool Lime Street 
improvement works. 
 
When completed next year the 
Liverpool Lime Street works will see 
two new platforms, numbered 8 & 9, 
open at the station. The present 
platforms 8 and 9 will then be 

renumbered 10 and 11. Platforms 2 and 3 are to be extended so that Virgin Trains 
11 car Pendolino sets can use them when platform 7 is unavailable. At present 
platform 7 is the only one that can take these sets. A new junction layout has been 
created at the throat of the station enabling the running lines from the new platforms 
to be connected to the up fast line out of Platform 7. Further work will take place over 
this coming Christmas with another major closure planned for 2018 which will enable 
the new signalling to be brought into use. Once this has been completed both Lime 
Street and Edge Hill signal boxes will close, with operations being taken over by the 
new Manchester Railway Operating Centre at Ardwick. 
 
To enable the works to go ahead all train services were suspended from operating 
into Lime Street from 30 September 2017 until 9 October 2017 when a limited  
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On 12 October 2017 class 319 EMU number 319 376 is seen on the new up slow line at 
Huyton station on a Preston working. Photo by Doug Birmingham 

 
service commenced operation from Lime Street to Manchester Victoria, and Preston. 
This was made possible because the work at Huyton had been completed by then. 
All other services recommenced running to and from Lime Street on 23 October 
2017. 
 
During the Lime Street closure Liverpool South Parkway station became the 
terminus for services from Birmingham, London, Norwich and Scarborough. The 
Norwich and Scarborough trains ran to Downhill Sidings for servicing, while London 
Midland's Birmingham trains terminated in Platform 2 before doing a shunting move 
over the crossovers, enabling them to depart from Platform 3. It was this move that 
led to a derailment of unit 350 246 on the evening of Friday 6 October. The Down to 
Up Slow line crossover had not seen use for a long time, and special authorisation 
was required from the Department of Transport for passenger trains to use it during 
the blockade. It's a mystery as to what caused the derailment as Virgin had used it 
without problems during the week (their London services, having arrived at Platform 
4, departed Northbound en-route to Euston, before stopping and then taking the said 
crossover before passing southbound through Platform 3 at Parkway).  
 
Freight train services affected by the Roby to Huyton closure where diverted via 
Liverpool South Parkway and Runcorn, the majority of the trains where the Liverpool 
to Drax bio mass along with the Tinsley to Seaforth steel trains. Once the Huyton line 
had reopened these services reverted back to their normal route. Passenger train 
services operated only between St Helens Central and Preston along with Newton-
Le-Willows to Manchester Victoria. The Trans Pennine Express service from 
Liverpool to Newcastle ran only between Leeds and Newcastle. All services resumed 
their normal routes once the new four track layout between Huyton and Roby was 
opened.         
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Stopping Passenger train services on the Cheshire Lines route were also affected as 
they terminated at Hunts Cross, with Arriva Merseyside providing a replacement bus 
service to Liverpool South Parkway station. They also provided a replacement 
express bus service to Moorfields for any passengers who did not want to use the 
Merseyrail Electric service into the city. All Southport services were run with 6-car 
formations to cater for the increased number of passengers using them from 
Liverpool South Parkway, where the service arrived and departed from during the 
blockade. Passengers from stations on the Southport line who wanted to travel to 
Hunts Cross used the replacement bus service from Parkway. A variety of operators 
provided rail replacement bus services including Arriva Merseyside, Warrington 
Borough Transport, Visions International of Widnes, several Cumbrian coach 
operators and most notably Lloyds of Machynlleth. 
 
Arriva Bows Out 

 
Arriva Trains Wales have withdrawn from the bidding process for the new Wales and 
Border Franchise. They are the first ever incumbent to do this since Rail Franchising 
began. the withdrawal of Arriva leaves 3 competitors in the bidding process. they are 
Abellio, Keolis and MTR of Hong Kong. Whoever wins this franchise will be the 
company that implements the new Liverpool Lime Street to Chester via Runcorn 
service that is due to commence in December 2018. 
 
New Merseyrail units to be class 777 

 
Network Rail has allocated the new class number for the Stadler Electric Multiple 
Units that are currently under construction for Merseyrail Electrics. They will be 
known as Class 777. 
 
Alstom Repainting 
 

At the time of writing four Virgin Trains 
class 390 Pendolino sets had left the 
Alstom Rail Technology Centre at 
Halebank wearing their new livery. All of 
the Pendolino fleet will pass through the 
Halebank works. The first repainted 
Pendolino set to emerge from Halebank 
was.390 010 Spirit of Cumbria.  
 
The works is expecting to paint one 
Pendolino every two weeks.  
 
Left: Virgin Trains Pendolino number 390 
009 stands at Edge Hill Traincare Depot on 
26 November 2017. The unit is wearing its 
new livery having passed through the 
Alstom Halebank works. The unit was 
waiting to depart as train 5A09 an ECS 
working from Edge Hill to Liverpool Lime 
Street. Photo by John Wilson   
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A Derailment in Victoria Tunnel - by Rod Dixon 
 

Looking east out of the Victoria Tunnel towards Edge Hill station on 7 December 2015. 
This is the point at which the Item 41 train should have been brought to a stop.  Photo by 
Chris Iles  

I was a driver based at Garston Locomotive Depot for a number of years and I was 
required to cover a variety of work. Sometimes I would be tasked to engineering jobs 
that involved moving trains loaded with new material, or taking empty trains to 
recover redundant equipment. For example, I was involved in the recovery of track 
and other materials from Walton-on-the-Hill in the 1970s.  

On Sunday 15 January 1989 I was rostered to book on at 00.01 to take a class 47 
locomotive number 47194 to Edge Hill Tue Brook sidings to work Item 41, which was 
a train to Warrington Central station. This train would consist of 30 grampus wagons, 
with a brake van at either end for easy run rounds at Warrington. The ógrampusô were 
an old type of wagon that did not have vacuum brakes hence the need for brake 
vans. These wagons were also low sided so they could be loaded from rail level at 
Warrington, with spent ballast from between the rails in the Central station platforms. 

After my locomotive was attached to the brake van at the leading end of the train in 
Tue Brook sidings, both the shunter and my guard had checked that it was ready to 
go. The next move was to propel the train out of the sidings, with the guard on the 
leading brake van controlling the move with his hand lamp, and with me driving from 
the cab facing him. The idea of the move was to propel the train into the Victoria 
tunnel and stop clear of hand points, which I would turn to take me to a signal which 
would then give me access to the up slow line out of Edge Hill station.  From there 
we could go to the Cheshire Lines route via Allerton and Hunts Cross. 
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The Victoria tunnel is on the Waterloo branch a 2 mile 23 chain line that had 
originally linked Edge Hill to Waterloo Goods station. It was the line that had been 
used by the express trains that had run to Liverpool Riverside station. The line was 
mostly in two tunnels the Victoria at 1 mile 947 yards and the Waterloo at 852 yards. 
The branch had been closed on 19 December 1973 but a half-mile section of the up 
line at the Edge Hill end had been retained as a shunting neck. The Waterloo branch 
was steeply graded falling from Edge Hill down to Byrom Street cutting. Until 1895 
the up line had been cable worked.  

I propelled the train very slowly out of the sidings and over the hand point, keeping in 
mind the fact that the train was loose coupled, and I did not want to stop suddenly 
and throw the guard about. I came to stop, with my train in the tunnel, and then 
started to change driving ends with the intention of reversing the points so that I 
could draw forward to the outlet signal.  But when I was on the ground I could hear 
that my train was still moving down the steep grade down the tunnel. I checked the 
brake van coupling between it, and where the train should be and found it to be 
intact. There was no piece of the wagon coupling on the drawbar hook which meant 
the wagon coupling had broken. I put my hand lamp on the brake van to give me a 
little head lamp and warn my guard I was moving  because it was pitch black in the 
tunnel, I got into the cab facing my train and leaning out of the cab window I 
propelled the van towards my train. 

So I am following my train down into the blackness hoping that the guard will be able 
to stop it on that steep grade. As I moved down I could see him giving me a red 
signal. He thought I was still on the train and he was concerned that he was getting 
near to the end of the line.  

The long shunting neck inside the Victoria tunnel looking west on 15 June 2015. The 
light in the distance is from the Byrom Street cutting which is where the western portal 
of the Victoria Tunnel is located. To the right of the photo a tunnel gong can be seen. 
Photo by Terry Callaghan  
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Left: The remains of a wagon 
from an earlier runaway train 
seen on 15 June 2015. Photo 
by Terry Callaghan 

Eventually I got near the 
train and stopped clear of it 
to be met by a very angry 
guard asking not very 
politely what was I playing at 
going so far after he had 
given me a stop signal. It 
was then that he saw that 
we were not coupled. We 
checked the couplings on 

both the wagon and the van, and they were both intact. He told me he had checked 
every coupling, and all the hand brakes when he had prepared the train, and he was 
very shaken up because he thought I would have stopped the train sooner, and his 
van had run off the line because the stop block that had been installed after the 
branch had closed in 1973 had been knocked down by a previous runaway. 

We decided the best thing to do was to detach the derailed van, attach the 
locomotive to the rest of the train and then go back up to the sidings.  

Meanwhile the shunter had come to the tunnel mouth to see what the delay was, 
after talking to him it was decided that I should draw my train forward to the outlet 
signal and then the shunter would put another brake van on the back of our train 
using another locomotive that was in the sidings for another job. 

We left Edge Hill for Warrington with no other problems and to this day I have no 
idea what happened, both the shunter and my guard were competent men. I had 
trusted that the train was in order and believed it to be so until I pushed it into the 
tunnel. I can only guess the shackle coupling was so rusty that it lifted off the 
drawbar hook as I started to push the train. I have heard of this happening before but 
fortunately in this instance no one was hurt.  Rod Dixon      

The end of the line. The 
point inside the Victoria 
tunnel where the item 
41 train brake van came 
off the rails on Sunday 
15 January 1989. After 
the Waterloo branch 
had closed in 1973 a 
stop block had been 
erected at this point. It 
was demolished by an 
earlier runaway and it 
appears that it was not 
replaced. This view was 
taken on 7 December 
2015. Photo by Chris 
Iles   


