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Minutes of the 30th November 2011 meeting held at Currie Kirk.
Present: Margo Arnott, Mark Hutchison, Jack Cairns, Steve Mitchell, Ian Ireland, Alistair Sutherland, Gordon Laing, Sheila Nicol, Taylor Wales, Emily Farrell, Katie MacBeth, Mairi Mitchell, Lucy Mitchell, Gordon Porteous, Nigel Shekleton, Russell Easton, Heather Frizzell, Matt Crehan. 

Apologies: Barbara Chambers, Ann Calder, Ann Ireland, Marion Milne, Val Wardle, Craig Dunlop. 

2) Minutes of Meeting of 7th September 2011.  Proposed by Gordon Laing, seconded by Mark Hutchison.

3)  Matters Arising:

· Planters – there is a good selection of plants in each pair of planters located at both ends of the park.
· Graffiti – Katie informed the group that there was still some present on the climbing frame.
· Ian has asked if meeting minutes could be released quicker so that he can post them on the group web site.

· Margo asked Steve if he would be willing to take over the role of Liaison/Funding Officer subject to ratification at the next AGM. 

4)  Office Bearer Reports:

· Chair- Alastair commented on the great success of the Autumn event where 

      we had an excellent turn-out in good weather.    

      JIM were thanked for finishing off the planting of the remaining bulbs.
· Nature Officer- Mark floated the idea of numbering the bird boxes and monitoring species habitation.
·  Publicity Officer – Ian also thanked all the volunteers for making the Autumn event a success with 10,000 bulbs planted.  He offered Matt and Scott from the City of Edinburgh Council our appreciation for their sterling work on the day.  The pupils of Nether Currie Primary School were also thanked for their excellent turn out and help. 

· Treasurer - The current balance is £665.46.
· Funding Officer- Steve has applied to the Central Scotland Green Network for a grant of £328.92 to purchase tools and gloves to be used at our events.
5)   AOCB:
· Green Flag – The inspection team identified some action points.

1. Ian enquired if there was a CEC schedule for bin emptying.
2. Notice Board – we would like to have a notice board at the East gate to welcome park users.  It would be preferable to have a larger one than that located at the West gate.  Matt will mention to Craig but recommended that we approach Craig about it.

3. Interpretation board – Margo enquired if Craig could approach Ariel notice boards.  Matt recommended that we should be trying to obtain one that can be read on both sides.
· A suggestion was made to apply for funding to purchase the interpretation board 
       and artificial football pitch to the Postcode Lottery.

· Web page – Margo asked if we should have a list of seasonal bird life on our website.
· Gazebo – Ian was given treasurer clearance to purchase a new gazebo.

· Park Licence – Mark asked if we should have a licence on our notice board.  Matt is going to enquire about the procedure.

· Play Park Enclosure – Mark claimed that there was no means of enforcing rules unless something serious was to happen.

The CEC park management recommends that fencing is not essential if other means of dog encroachment prevention is in operation.

Margo stated that we have been waiting for dog user signage for 6 years.

Mark insisted that the Council should pay for fencing installation if the park required it.  

As the group were split over the fencing issue the Chair suggested that we reconvene discussing this issue at a later date possibly after canvassing the local community.

· Friends Group Night – Margo and Ian reported that a recommendation was forwarded for Friends Groups to share resources.

They also reported on a Dog Watch Scheme where volunteers patrolled their park for dog user abuse.

· Summer event – this will take place on Friday 25th May between 6.00-9.00pm.
Mairi asked if we could include the greasy pole into the activities.

      Jack asked if it was possible to separate the football from the event.  Alastair   

      added that it may be best to have it at the end of the season so as to avoid the  

      school fixture list.

      A sub-committee will discuss the format at a later date.
6)   Correspondence: 
· PETRA – Alastair welcomed Russell and Heather to the meeting to discuss their organisation and outline proposals for collaboration.

      Russell informed us that PETRA are a community organisation with an  

      affiliation to Castlerock housing.  They have a committee structure and 

      produce their own newsletter.  PETRA would like to develop the strip of 

      land across from the Weavers pub/COOP shop for future planting and would 

      welcome any assistance that we can provide.  They would also wish to foster 

      close links with our group.  
      Heather is undertaking a community study course at Stevenson College to  
      allow her access to a community education course at University.  Heather 
      will be at the forefront of this project.  The PETRA committee hope that this

      could lead to good working relationships with community groups in the area 
      and help improve and develop greater resources for the community to enjoy.
7) Date of next meeting:  A sub-committee meeting will be held on the 1st February 
2012 between 7.00-8.30pm at Nether Currie Primary School.

The AGM will be on the 29th February 2012 at Nether Currie Primary School.

