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Sat 12th July
TTIP (Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership) Day of action in Manchester. 12 - 3pm, Market Street, near BHS. Speakers (from Save Our NHS, PAAA, Manchester University, Green Party, Left Unity, GMATC, GM-free Manchester, Indonesian Trade Union Movement, M’cr Zapatista Solidarity Collective, Unite, FoE, Frack Free Greater Manchester), information, art, music, street action. Manchester event on facebook. Manchester stop TTIP website. National event webpage. Information from Ethical Consumer.

Thurs 17th July
Anti TTIP demo/leafleting at 8am outside the pro TTIP, British American Business Roadshow Series, Liverpool: The US-EU Trade Negotiations and the Coalition for Transatlantic Business, Venue: The IFB Hub, Mann Island Liverpool L3 1BP

Video
Here's a link to a short four minute YouTube introduction video with some animated visuals to explain what TTIP is about in quick and easy terms which conveys the full implications, pass it on!

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y4OQeekSD6s
Sun 13th July
Open Garden, Kermincham. Tim Foden's at Rowley House Farm (on Forty Acre Lane, off Macclesfield Road out of Holmes Chapel), 2-4pm. "Tim Foden is a Cheshire Wildlife Trust member - it's a lovely wildlife friendly garden with some interesting plants and worth a visit." £2.50 entry fee, families welcome and children free, in aid of the church in Swettenham. Info on Wildlife Trusts website.

Volunteering, post TCV
Trafford Mill, former home of TCV (was BTCV) Cheshire, is still open for volunteering, be it in the mill doing restoration and research (with Friends of Trafford Mill), or in the garden. Both run every Thursday and alternate Saturdays. See http://www.traffordmill.org.uk/
There is some interest in maintaining the local working groups, including in Vale Royal, and Trafford Mill is keen not to lose touch with the many midweek volunteers throughout Cheshire. If interested, contact Steve Yandell either directly (steve.yandell[at]talktalk.net) or via http://www.traffordmill.org.uk/contact/.

In the latest Cheshire Wildlife Trust e-news
May: Sharp drop in nesting barn owl pairs in 2013; CWT wildlife adoption packs (dormouse, longhorn, otter, barn owl, badger vaccination); natterjacks settle in to new Wirral pools, hear their mating calls; white faced darter dragonfly reintroduction; Green Flag for New Ferry Butterfly Park. May E-News (pdf)

June: Nathusius pipistrelle bats at Marbury, CWT online shop, and CWT on Facebook. June E-News.

July: Baby Natterjack Toads, New Ferry Brimstones, Badger vaccination support, Events: Wildlife Discovery Day and Dragonfly Walk (see below). July E-news (pdf)

CWT June/July volunteering newsletter – Natural Futures Project (engaging more volunteers); Invasive Species Group (balsam bashing in SW Cheshire); Delamere Mossland Volunteers trained up to produce Delamere charcoal; regular volunteer opportunities (including Poors Wood, near Kingsmead, third Sundays: contact Matt Allmark 07977 418809 or at mallmark[at]cheshirewt.org.uk). http://www.cheshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/Volunteer%20Newsletter%20Jul%202014%281%29.pdf
Sunday 20 July 

Wildlife Discovery Day, Astbury Mere, Congleton, 11am. A day of guided walks, games, storytelling, natural art, birds of prey and a chance to see CWT Forest Schools in action and great crested newts in close-up, all along the shores of Astbury Mere. Tracey Gibson, 01948 820728, tgibson[at]cheshirewt.org.uk 

Fri 25th July

Get Growing Friday - Celebration Day, at National Wildflower Centre, Knowsley. Get Growing is a community health and wellbeing project to get more people involved in growing their own food and eating healthily. We work onsite with volunteers on our food growing areas including raised beds and small space garden displays. Drop in between 12.noon - 3pm. Info: 0151 738 1913 or email events[at]landlife.org.uk. See NWC website. 

Saturday 26 July 

Dragonfly walk at Bickley, 11am. A stroll through the farm on the lookout for hawkers, chasers and darters and more along the hedgerows, ponds and field margins, finishing up at Bar Mere on the farm’s eastern edge. Tracey Gibson, 01948 820728, tgibson[at]cheshirewt.org.uk
On the Radio
Inside Health, Radio 4, Wed 9th July: bike saddles, insect bites (your body can get used to them, meanwhile stay near someone with sweaty feet). Available for over a year at http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b048l0sm
The Bottom Line, Radio 4, Thurs 10th July: discussing businesses’ attitudes to recycling and avoiding obsolescence. Available for over a year at http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b048nqkp
Elements: series on World Service, covering so far Phosphorus, Helium, Carbon, Tin, Lithium… Available for over a year at http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01rcrn6/episodes/guide
Green Deal Home Improvement Fund launched to incentivise homeowners
The Green Deal’s been rebooted with the launch of a new Home Improvement Fund that will offer thousands of pounds to homeowners implementing energy efficiency improvements. From June, householders in England and Wales are eligible for a rebate of up to £7600 on the contributions they make towards energy-saving measures, opening up the market for SMEs in the energy efficiency sector.

The Green Deal Home Improvement Fund, which also applies to private and social landlords, will offer up to £6000 for installing solid wall insulation; and £1000 for installing a further two measures from an approved list which includes cavity wall insulation, double-glazing and condensing gas boilers. An additional £500 will be made available to those that implement any measures within 12 months of moving into a property, and up to £100 will then be refunded upon a Green Deal Assessment.

Full story on Edie website

Information on Government website.

Railcards

From age 60 you can buy a railcard, get a third off. Before that, there's a two-together card: one card, two people, third off. There are other railcards – for young people, family and friends, disabled people and those in HM forces. See http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/times_fares/46540.aspx
Grozone against Anxiety and Depression
NHS Vale Royal Commissioning Group is working with Grozone. People with depression or anxiety can be referred, free of charge by the Vale Royal GP practice they’re registered with, to one of two 12-week programmes, each on a Wednesday, 1-3pm. The second programme runs from 3rd Sept to 19th Nov. Info: Andy Martin, 01606 723160, andy.martin[at]groundworkcheshire.org.uk Northwich Guardian

Volunteers wanted for Wincham Community Garden
There’s to be a garden on Linnards Lane playing field, with a bench and raised beds for herbs and edibles, rockery and information boards, to commemorate the fallen in two world wars. To volunteer or donate suitable plants contact Naomi, 0161 926 8645, winchampc[at]talktalk.net Northwich Guardian
Petition for allotments – now closed. Apparently Gov't isn't thinking of making them non-obligatory for councils, see petition and feedback at http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/61225
The Department for Communities and Local Government has published a best practice guide for community groups wanting to find land to grow fruit and vegetables 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/space-for-food-growing-a-guide) 

and an additional guide on establishing community orchards and other spaces for food growing (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/community-orchards-a-how-to-guide).

20 ways to control slugs - http://www.permaculture.co.uk/articles/20-ways-control-slugs-permaculture-garden-or-allotment
More CO2, lower nutritional value in crops

A study in Nature reveals tests on various varieties of six crops, under present and elevated CO2 levels, reveal lower levels of zinc, iron and protein in wheat, rice, peas and soybeans. Those have what’s called C3 photosynthesis: crops with C4 photosynthesis, corn and sorghum, don’t suffer as much. Increased CO2 levels may mean higher yields and reduced water consumption (subject to weather), but also lowered resistance to pests. Lower nutrition levels is important in countries where people are dependent on these crops, instead of livestock, for such nutrients. See National Geographic article.

For pests, see http://www.life.illinois.edu/delucia/Publications/Zavala%202009%20PIs%20and%20CO2.pdf
Crop yields fall - http://ipcc-wg2.gov/AR5/images/uploads/IPCC_WG2AR5_SPM_Approved.pdf
Enhanced nutrition from crops under present conditions - http://www.gatesfoundation.org/What-We-Do/Global-Development/Agricultural-Development/Optimizing-Nutrition-Outcomes-from-Investments-in-Agriculture
This story is part of National Geographic's special eight-month Future of Food series.
Guardian - Wheat grown in high CO2 levels had 9% less zinc and 5% less iron, as well as 6% less protein, while rice had 3% less iron, 5% less iron and 8% less protein. Maize saw similar falls while soybeans lost similar levels of zinc and iron but, being a legume not a grass, did not see lower protein.

April saw the first month for millions of years in which the CO2 level was greater than 400pm every day: before the industrial revolution started the large-scale burning of fossil fuels the level of CO2 in the atmosphere was 280ppm.

In the Guardian.

In Nature.

Praise for Headwater
Headwater is a holiday company based in Castle, Northwich. They've a sustainability rating for their holidays, which include cycling and walking trips. There’s also canoeing/kayaking, snow, activity and family holidays, in the UK, Europe and further. See Positive News website.

Graham Evans MP Talks to DECC

The government announced on the 8th January a minor reshuffle at the Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC), confirming that Lib Dem MP Stephen Lloyd and Conservative MP Graham Evans have been appointed as Parliamentary Private Secretaries (PPS) to Ed Davey and Greg Barker respectively. See sustainableplanet website.

UK energy flow chart for 2012: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldselect/ldeconaf/172/17205.htm
Other Sankey diagrams: energy projection for 2050, recycling, conversion efficiency to electricity… http://www.sankey-diagrams.com/tag/uk/
Some of the items above may refer to Facebook. Non-facebookers please contact me for further details.
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