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Waste/Recycling

Zero waste week takes place 1-7th September with the theme 'One More Thing!' One of the days will be focusing solely on food waste. Why not sign up and pledge to take the challenge? You could save over £60 a month on your grocery bill and pick up some great tips and ideas along the way. Find out more and register
Waste less, live more week runs during the week of the 22nd September and aims to raise awareness that environmental and social issues are interlinked and tackling these issues together is a far more effective solution. The week is about finding new, creative and inventive ways to live better, within our means. Here’s how to get involved 

More love food hate waste news on the website, http://www.lovefoodhatewaste.com/
Volunteering
Ride Leaders. Stewart Walsh, of Sustrans, is looking for volunteers to train as ride leaders and other project help in Hartford. stewart.walsh[at]sustrans.org.uk, 07501 017689

Steering Group Members, Young Friends of the Earth, England, Wales and Northern Ireland. Part time voluntary, one year commitment. Various rôles. See EnvironmentJob website. Closes 7th Sept

Editorial Assistant, BIOSPHERE Magazine, Penryn, Cornwall or home based, initial 3 month unpaid internship. Biosphere is a new magazine (first issue October) dedicated to the latest scientific discoveries from the natural world. See EnvironmentJob website. Closes 16th Sept

Sandstone Ridge - Volunteers are wanted to research quarries and wells on the ridge, along with any rock carvings. Training is available. Meetings have already been held in Cuddington, Frodsham and Harthill, so if you missed them, there’s more info and contact details on http://www.cheshireaction.org.uk/news/sandstone-ridge-trust-summer-events-need-volunteers/
Tues 9th Sept

Food Poverty In Modern Britain: A Public Health Crisis? One day conference at The University of Chester (Riverside Centre), CPD accredited Topics will include: 

Food poverty in the UK - a public health emergency? 
Socio-political explanations of Food Poverty 
Food Act!ve, Obesity and Health Inequalities 
How Food Banks work in the UK, and who uses them? 
Comprehensive approach to tackling food poverty 
Cost £145. See www.medineo.org, booking by email: info[at]medineo.org by telephoning: 0207 617 7374 or faxing: 0870 330 5859. 

Jobs

Bike It Officer, Sustrans, St Helens,  £21,321 - £23,864 pa pro rata, 7.5 h/wk until 31st March 2015. Work will include the promotion of cycling to school, supporting ‘school champions’ in schools, harnessing local authority resources available for cycling and making links between schools, the bicycle industry and other area based initiatives in the local LSTF programme. See EnvironmentJob website. Closes 4th Sept.

Environmental & Energy Officer, Manchester Metropolitan University, Manchester, £24,775 - £27,864 pa, full time, permanent. To be an intrinsic part of an award winning Environment Team working on energy management issues and environmental reporting systems. See EnvironmentJob website. Closes 8th Sept

FarmStart Manchester Co-ordinator, The Kindling Trust, Manchester, £15,600 pa, full-time until Dec 2016. FarmStart Manchester is the UK’s first organic vegetable farm business incubator, currently in its second season. They want an experienced project co-ordinator with at least 2 years’ commercial growing experience. See EnvironmentJob website. Closes 12th Sept

Agri-Environment Support Officer, RSPB, North Wales, £16,000 - £18,000 pa, full time, fixed term, based in Bangor. Should have a working knowledge of agri-environment schemes and believe in the benefits they can bring to the birds and wildlife of Wales. Information on Glastir as an agri-environmetal scheme here: http://www.rspb.org.uk/search/index.aspx?q=Glastir and Welsh Gov’t website. See EnvironmentJob website. Closes 14th Sept

Recycling Participation Monitor, M·E·L Research, Greater Manchester, Good rate of pay + travel allowance. To do participation monitoring of kerbside recycling, on phased projects over the next 6 months. Early starts (around 6am), brisk walking, and own car required. See EnvironmentJob website. On-going recruitment August to November 2014

Wed 10th Sept

Inaugural meeting of the Northwest Region of Community Energy England. For those involved in community energy and renewable energy in the North West and also people who own/manage property that could be used to develop solar projects (schools, council buildings, churches). contact: lcrenewables[at]yahoo.com

Thurs 11th Sept

A Journey to Sustainability, briefing by Debra Bailey of Nationwide Building Society on their planning, enacting and involving employees and stakeholders, helped by the Carbon Trust. Carbon Trust offices in Central London, 8.30 - 11am. See Carbon Trust mailing. 

11 – 14 Sept

Heritage Open Days, lots of interesting places allowing free access. Includes Lion Salt Works (13th only), Weaverhall Museum (13th + 14th), Frodsham Restoration in Progress (walking tour, 13th), watermills, Grange Farm (stewardship rare breed beef farm, all 4 days) and many more. See local website. For the national scheme (includes other parts of Cheshire), see http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/, search for ‘Cheshire’.

Open Superhomes
These are older houses retrofitted to a high standard of energy efficiency. For your inspiration, open days coming up: in Chester, there's Hoole (12-14 Sept), City Centre (11-13 Sept); Wirral - Bromborough (11-14 Sept); Manchester - Chorlton (12-14 Sept), Stockport (11 Sept), Salford (4-5 Oct). Check the website for more details and possibly more locations. http://www.superhomes.org.uk/
Fri 12th Sept
Bike Maintenance Course, at Grozone 1-3pm. Learn how to fix your bike with Sport and Outdoors. 

Sat 13th Sept

HS2 Coffee Morning and Meet HS2 Ltd. Coffee from 10am, HS2 presentation 11am, Q+As 11.30. Lach Dennis Village Hall, Holmes Chapel Road, Lach Dennis, CW9 7SZ. See leaflet (jpg)

Sat 13th Sept

Social Saturday, a day to celebrate and buy from social enterprises - businesses that put people and planet first. Every purchase we make has an impact on the world we live in. Social enterprises trade to tackle some of the greatest challenges we face, like unemployment and food waste. Support them on Social Saturday. See http://www.socialsaturday.org.uk/
Sat 13th Sept

The Co-operative Energy Community Energy Conference, NEC Birmingham, £45. There are now over 5,000 community energy projects, from collective switching to insulation schemes and community owned windfarms. This conference is for anyone from newcomer to seasoned practitioner. Speakers, workshops, interactive activities and networking. See Coop website.

Sat 13th Sept 
Wigan Diggers' Festival, free Open Air Festival celebrating, via the medium of poetry, music and song, film and a range of other activities, the life and ideas of Wigan born and bred Gerrard Winstanley (1609-1676) and the 17th Century ‘Diggers’ movement he became the inspirational theorist and spokesperson of. Plus stalls and very likely other activities. http://wigandiggersfestival.org/
Annual International Primate Rescue Convention, International Primate Rescue, Rain Bar, Manchester, 13th Sept, £10. See EnvironmentJob website.

Sat 13th Sept

Triodos AGM, 10am-4pm, Bristol (Triodos – a bank that lends for environmental, social and cultural causes). See Triodos website. Olga

Cheshire East Local Plan
This has been submitted to the Secretary of State for Communities, it’s now going for independent examination. Part of this process is ‘Hearing Sessions’; those invited can respond to matters raised by the inspector. Anyone can observe. Hearing Sessions commence 10am, Tues 16th Sept, for about 6 weeks, at Macclesfield Town Hall.

Wed 17th Sept
The Local Plan and its Future up to 2030, talk by Jeremy Owens (Spatial Planning and Strategic Transport Manager for CWAC). 7.30pm, 1st Weaverham Sea Scout Hall, Church St, Weaverham. A Weaverham Trust event.

17-21 Sept

Salt Fair, Winsford. At sites across Dene Drive and the town centre. On the 21st there’ll be a regatta, with all manner of boats visiting Winsford Marina, 11am – 4pm.

Courses
Seed Saving, all you need to know about seed saving from Garden Organic’s Heritage Seed Library experts. So the benefits, selecting plants for seedsaving, and the process. The course includes a particular seed-cleaning demonstration and tour of the Heritage Seed Library growing area to observe seed-heads and fruit. 1.30 to 4.30pm, Thurs 18th Sept, £36. See Garden Organic website.

Sustainable Bee Keeping, Bees for Development, Ragman's Lane Farm, Forest of Dean, £175, 20+21 Sept. Topics include: about bees, different types of hives including making and building low-cost hives. For beekeepers and non-beekeepers. See EnvironmentJob website.

Fungus Identification and Conservation, The Species Recovery Trust, The Devenish Reserve, nr Salisbury. £70 (£60 discount), Thurs 23rd Sept. See EnvironmentJob website.

Identification of Sphagnum Mosses, The Species Recovery Trust, New Forest, Hampshire. £70 (£60 discount), Thurs 16th Oct. See EnvironmentJob website

Bread making, 1 day course 9 Nov. Fordhall Farm, Shrops. £80. http://permaculture.org.uk/education/course/bread-making-workshop-2014-11-09
Sun 21st Sept

People’s Climate March, 1pm Temple Place, London. Ahead of the World Leaders' Climate Summit in New York. See CampaignCC website. Event on Facebook.

Thurs 25th Sept

Cheshire and Warrington Low Carbon Communities Network (C&W LCCN) meeting, 6.30 – 8.30pm, Ashton Hayes Sports and Recreation Association pavilion. Agenda expected to include Community Energy (finding out more, opportunities etc: see http://communityenergyengland.org/), Community Resilience (Case study: Ashton Hayes, see http://www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk/resilience-plan/). Contact Peter Bulmer, Peter.Bulmer[at]cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk

Sustainability Digital Heroes

TalkTalk is running a Digital Heroes competition, one of the categories is Sustainability. There are three contenders to vote for: Paul O’Connor of Sol Cinema solar powered movie theatre, Dave Williams of Reusemypc, redistributors of unwanted computers to underprivileged schoolchildren and others, and Jim Woods, on a sustainable business networking scheme. Closing date is 25th Sept. http://digitalheroes.talktalk.co.uk/sustainability-digital-hero/ 

Fri 26th Sept
Macmillan Coffee Morning at Grozone, fundraising for Macmillan, 10am - 12. Donations (cake or money) very welcome. 

28th Sept

Cycletta, charity cycle ride for women. Start and finish in Tatton Park. Fundraising optional, entry £28 for novice route, £38 classic, £42 challenge. Money goes to Macmillan. See www.humanrace.co.uk/cycletta
Sat 11th Oct

Making Meetings Work: Effective Facilitation for Social Change Groups, 10.30 – 5.30, Oxford. How to make your meetings more engaging. See http://www.seedsforchange.org.uk/events
Voluntary Sector North West

The 2014 VSNW Conference & AGM is in Manchester on 15th October. It provides an opportunity for the North West voluntary and community sector to learn more about and debate the latest issues affecting the sector, and to learn from good practice already identified with a range of great speakers. Members of VSNW, you will get two free places to the conference as well as being part of our network. (Non-member organisations - £20 to join.) For more details about the conference and how to join, visit VSNW website.
Sat 25th Oct
Incredible Conference 2014, Todmorden. Talk and inspiration for in-town spare-space food growing. Free. www.incredibleediblenetwork.org.uk/2014
30 + 31 October

Harvest Celebration at National Wildflower Centre, near Liverpool. Fun and free workshops, something for all ages. The Café will be open with fare such as courgette, apple and beetroot cakes!

Thurs 30th: Apple Day

Fri 31st: Bushcraft Day.

For more information call 0151 738 1913 or email annick[at]landlife.org.uk

See http://www.nwc.org.uk/events&post=817
5th Nov

Heat Conference 2014, focussing on ‘lean heat’ – investment to reduce users’ costs, system design to users’ needs, how to enable action. From £188, London. See http://www.heatconference.co.uk/
CWAC consultations

New Housing Strategy for West Cheshire 

A draft, for consultation, until Friday 26th September. It aims to capture the views of as wide a range of people as possible, from all tenures and backgrounds, including those living and working in the borough and those involved in the local housing sector. 

Full details with online questionnaire, is on the CWAC website: http://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/housingstrategyconsultation 
Paper copies are available in local libraries, partners’ offices and main Council buildings, and all feedback received will be used to inform the final version of the Housing Strategy, which will go to the Council’s Executive for approval in November prior to launch later this year. 

Growth & Prosperity Transformation Programme – Public Consultation 
CWAC launched a formal 12-week consultation on 14th July to seek the views of stakeholders and residents on a number of its services that are being reviewed within its Growth & Prosperity Directorate. 

Therefore this consultation document is asking for: 

1. Suggestions to help improve local services 
2. Opinions on different ways of working 
3. Views on who should deliver these services in the future 
The consultation period runs until 5th October and the document and on-line questionnaire are at: www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/consultation 

Hard copies of the consultation documents are available in libraries, museums and council offices, or can be requested by emailing: GandP.consultation[at]cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk or telephoning: 0300 123 7031. 

Waterways Restoration Raffle
Entrants can choose their preferred restoration project – moorings on the Cheshire Ring for example. They aim to raise £10,000. Prizes are boating holidays. It closes on 12th Jan 2015. See Inland Waterways Association website.

Antrobus Wind Turbine Application

Plans for a 42m wind turbine in Antrobus, at the corner of Occupation Lane and Arley Road, for John Blackshaw. Friends of Whitley Reed are objecting, due to visual appearance and noise causing irritation and possible distress to locals and visitors: secretary is Chris Thomson. Application (ref 14/01816/FUL) on CWAC website.

Grozone News

With things happening like accessible raised bed made by CWAC apprentices, kindling storage, wildlife gardening, honey harvesting, outdoor cooking – from soup to Thai bean stir fry, craft workshops, music workshops, recycling, Zone of Tranquillity. See http://grozone.weebly.com/news. Also on Facebook.

Community Agriculture Plot?

Transition Chester has been contacted by Warrendingle Farm as they are selling 4.3 acres of formally organic certified land. They are interested to hear from any members of Transition Chester who are interested in setting up a community owned agricultural scheme. 
The land is near Chester on the A5104 just off the A55 between Broughton & Pen y ffordd. The site is a south facing bank, with stream and woodland at the bottom and fantastic views.
Equipment machinery and materials needed to get started are available. If anyone who is interested should contact Jonathan at the earliest opportunity as they will be holding a meeting at the end of June at the farm.
Jonathan can be contacted by email (cc'd) or on 07956750732 before 10am Monday to Thursday or any time Friday to Sunday, or email warrendinglefarm@yahoo.co.uk Transition Chester 
Food growing made easier with edible perennials

Growing your own doesn't have to be a hardship. Perennial vegetables like kale, broccoli and asparagus are easy to care for and provide food all year long.

Article in the Guardian.

Mushroom Growing on Logs
Some advice from an experienced practitioner. http://www.permaculture.co.uk/articles/make-living-growing-mushrooms
Forest Gardens to see
The Forest Garden Network lists gardens throughout the British Isles and beyond. Nearest is perhaps Birchfields Park Forest Garden in Rusholme, Manchester, with a wide variety of fruits and nuts, herbs and perennial veg. Work sessions with volunteers are on third Sundays, and events including children’s forest gardening sessions. Visits to help, knowledge share or learn: contact Jane Morris on 07827 980 684 or email at: jane.morris1@btinternet.com or others whose details are with the further information at: www.manchesterpermaculturenetwork.org.uk/node/3601 

More distant forest gardens offering visits etc: http://www.agroforestry.co.uk/fgn2014ver1.pdf (Birchfields comes from page 111); use index on page 2. Lots in Shropshire!

Centenary Woodlands

The Woodland Trust is planning four Centenary Woodlands, one each in England (Surrey), Wales (Camarthenshire), Scotland and Northern Ireland. To commemorate those who lived and died during WW1, you can donate to these, at the rate of £20 per tree, and your local paper gets 10% for promoting this. See www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/mylocalpaper, or call 0800 915 1914.

There’ll also be 3 million trees available to schools, community and youth groups for planting. See Woodland Trust press release.

White Faced Darter

Cheshire Wildlife Trust is to launch a £20,000 appeal to help it’s White Faced Darter (rare dragonfly) introduction programme. They’re also looking for volunteers to help with the translocation and/or monitoring. See CWT website.

Avian Botulism

Cases of suspected Avian Botulism has been found in Winsford, with lots of dead water birds on the Weaver. If you find 5 or more dead birds, call DEFRA on 08459 335577. Avian Botulism doesn’t affect humans, but spreads easily amongst water birds. So keep dogs away from birds and water as a precaution and to avoid spreading it. See www.defra.gov.uk/animal-diseases for notifiable diseases. Article in Winsford Guardian.

Research on a new kind of pesticide
In the attempt to make a pesticide with less impact on non-target species, researchers have combined a spider venom with a snowdrop protein. They believe it is less likely to have impacts on honeybees. More details - http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/281/1787/20140619.short
Old furniture wanted
I’ve come across someone who does up wooden furniture, you can commission them to work on your piece, donate or buy an item, – “bespoke, shabby-chic and vintage inspired design added to preloved furniture…commissions welcome, free local collection and delivery”. Paint workshops also offered. http://www.prettylittlethings-cheshire.co.uk
Free Books

Healthy Planet has a project that rescues books destined for landfill or pulping. They give them away for free via nationwide ‘Books for Free’ centres (one in Liverpool, 4 Ranelagh St, L1 1QE). http://www.healthyplanet.org/
ech2o’s summer newsletter is now out and comprises the usual eclectic mix of links and information about water. Do you need hot water to wash your hands? Mega dams aren’t the answer. Women’s urinal. Go to http://www.ech2o.co.uk/newsletter_13summer.shtml

Safer roads for cyclists

The Northwich Guardian is seeking thoughts on making cycling safer in Northwich. Send in your suggestions and pictures of problems to gbebbington[at]guardiangrp.co.uk with full details of the location. See Northwich Guardian website.

A safer school run
Sustrans has a ‘Campaign for Safer Streets’ campaign.

They believe that every child has the right to walk, cycle or scoot to school.

They’d like you to write to your MP, asking them to support the campaign. You can do this here: www.sustrans.org.uk/safetoschool - “it’ll only take two minutes”.

They want:

• Dedicated funding – provides the resources needed to transform routes and invest in walking and cycling at the local level 
• 20mph default speed limit across built up areas – makes everyone’s route safer 
• Stronger duties and incentives on Local Authorities to develop routes and promote walking and cycling.

Eco-Ambassador School

A Wirral primary school is one of only 12 in the country to be recognised for its outstanding commitment to environmental issues.

Heswall Primary School has been named as an Eco-Ambassador School, an honour it will hold for the next two years, in an acknowledgment of its unstinting dedication to the Eco-Schools cause.

Only 11 other schools in England have been named as Ambassadors, and only one other in the whole North West region.

http://www.cheshire-today.co.uk/27171/heswall-primary-one-of-uks-greenest-schools/
From the school’s old website: “The Outdoor Classroom - During the Summer Term 2013 we plan to add windows and a door to our outdoor classroom, transforming it into the 'Heswall Eco-Station'. This will provide a central location for wellies, waterproofs, binoculars, clip boards, wild life charts etc. The Eco Station will be used by our own pupils and may, in time, be used to offer training in outdoor learning to other schools.

“Composting Solutions - During the Summer Term 2013 we plan to purchase a Ridan Composting System, using a composting system will help to significantly reduce our food waste and the compost we create can be used for our class vegetable plots. We have already received a cheque for £500 from Sainsburys towards our fund.”

Olga

Eco Congregation / A Rocha newsletter

Challenge to Chris Packham about Christians and the planet; purchase of a retreat/nature reserve on the Essex/Suffolk border; Gower beehives; Wolf Fields community garden event in Southall. See http://arocha.org.uk/newsletter/Jun14enews.html
Community Energy England

June 4th 2014 saw a unique conference will launch Community Energy England. CEE will provide support and act as a common voice for the rapidly-growing number of community energy projects and organisations working across England. See http://communityenergyengland.org (website still being developed)

Public Attitudes to Climate Change and Energy Sources
The Government has been regularly surveying public attitudes, to renewable energy, nuclear energy, shale gas, and other energy issues. See pdf on Government website, or the full report as an xlsx spreadsheet.

COIN newsletter

UK Flooding – January’s floods, COIN worked with communities in flood-prone areas to understand the complex attitudes to climate change and localised disasters. See Extreme Weather Events.

COIN’s International Outreach - their report, Science and Stories: Bringing the IPCC to Life, proposes that the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) show its human face, presenting stories as well as science to illustrate the impacts of climate change so as to help convince a wider audience.

COIN attended the latest meeting of the ‘Nansen Initiative’, a prestigious international body which is charged with developing a new legal framework to plug the gap in protection for people who are displaced for environmental reasons.

Talking Climate - In their February report Climate Silence (and how to break it) COIN highlighted the reasons underlying the ‘deafening’ silence from politicians, civil society, much of the media and (as a result) the general public on climate change.

Moving Stories - the culmination of two years research into the personal testimonies of those displaced by the effects of climate change, COIN launched Moving Stories in January of 2014.

See http://www.climateoutreach.org.uk or call 01865 40333

Going off-grid is becoming more viable, with cheaper renewable energy generators and batteries too. http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2014/apr/11/power-energy-companies 

Feed In Tariff Consultation

Moves to cut subsidies for large-scale solar installations have been criticised by pretty much everyone involved. Those of you involved may well be aware that this is due in part to the shift to ‘contracts for difference’ – there’s a useful summary http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2014/may/13/solar-farms-lose-uk-government-financial-support-subsidies.

Some people may take some comfort from the point that community-scale projects will be allowed to double their size, from 5MW to 10MW, and people who choose to put solar panels on their roofs can expect a bigger share of the subsidy pot than ground-mounted models. This may put more money into community energy (see SolarPowerPortal), but is likely to further limit the role of renewable in emission reduction: DECC are now talking about 12GW by 2020 where two years ago the figure was 20GW.

Responses to the Government’s consultation are currently being processed.

Fracking Criticism
Fracking is at least as bad for the environment as coal: article by Paul Mobbs criticises Mackay and Stones’ report for DECC, in the Ecologist.

http://www.theecologist.org/News/news_analysis/2417288/fracking_as_bad_for_climate_as_coal_uks_dodgy_dossier_exposed.html
Jackie 

Members of Physicians Scientists & Engineers for Healthy Energy (PSE) believe fracking will lead to inevitable leakage of methane, along with other underestimated health threats. http://www.bmj.com/content/348/bmj.g3280?tab=responses
RAFF
Good Energy investing in Tidal
Subject to consideration by the Planning Inspectorate, the Swansea Bay lagoon will provide a projected 495 GWh/year, enough for over 155,000 homes. Good Energy would have a stake in it, with an option to buy 10% of the electricity. They already own two windfarms, have several solar farms in the pipeline, and support domestic renewables. See their blog.

Woodland Trust on the Queen’s Speech

Disappointment that there’s no Forestry Bill

Pleased at carrier bag tax, but small retailers are exempt

Infrastructure bill - controversial measures to rapidly boost infrastructure development, road building and fracking. The Bill will weaken the ability of local communities to use the planning system to protect their local environments, including ancient woodlands from unwanted developments. The Bill will also legislate for zero-carbon homes [query], although Government has decided to exempt small developments – a significant chunk of the house building market.

More details on Edie
Ancient Woodland Inventory 

This was done for England, Scotland and Wales in the1980s/90s, as manuscript and maps. It’s in the process of digitisation. Maps are online, text – well, they’re starting in the SE. Wales and Scotland are more advanced, and Northern Ireland went straight into digital in 2007. http://wtcampaigns.wordpress.com/2014/06/17/history-in-the-making-the-next-chapter-in-the-story-of-ancient-woods/
To view what’s there, see the Forestry Commission website - http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/INFD-8VPJFD. Though this is directed at Wales, the links are general for England too. Or go to the Natural England website: http://www.gis.naturalengland.org.uk/pubs/gis/GIS_register.asp. Both involve registering.

Badger Cull Challenge Thwarted
The high court has rejected an 11th-hour challenge to a government decision to let the latest badger cull go ahead without monitoring by a panel of independent experts.

The Badger Trust wanted a ruling to block "controlled shooting" of free-roaming badgers in Gloucestershire and Somerset unless a panel is put in place.

David Wolfe QC, appearing for the trust, argued at the high court in London last week that Defra had not simply "moved the goalposts" but was also "sacking the referee".

Defra has authorised culling companies to kill between 931 and 1876 badgers in Gloucestershire and Somerset.

See Guardian article, 29/8/14.

Paula

Divestment

350.org is calling on divestment – not investing, in the fossil fuel industry, to devalue its shares. See http://gofossilfree.org/, and http://350.org/
Homeless Homes

Artist has taken to making little homes for homeless people, using junk. http://www.quickmeme.com/p/3vw4dt
Cheshire Salt – on Radio 4, Open Country, Thurs 21st Aug. Looked at the impact of salt on the Cheshire landscape, and visited Ashton’s and Neuman’s Flashes and Anderton Lift. Available on iplayer for a long time. See BBC website.

Save on petrol/diesel

Avoid turning right! Courier company UPS has this policy for its US deliveries – avoid turning against oncoming traffic. “…we explored routes where [left] turns were cut out entirely, and then compared data. Even if this meant travelling a greater distance, results showed that more packages could be delivered in less time with reduced emissions by driving in a series of right-hand loops. It helped the bottom line, met consumer demands and increased safety.” See ETA article.

Some of the items above may refer to Facebook. Non-facebookers please contact me for further details.

More dates at www.vrendates.blogspot.com 

For email addresses listed above, please substitute @ for [at]. (This is to hinder spammers.)

Yours, Anthony Powell

Vale Royal Environment Network

www.vren.btck.co.uk
