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HENSLEY FARM DIARY FOR OCTOBER
Calving time is here!!
After a few busy weeks preparing, our
calving season is now in full swing, and the
weather couldn’t be better! As we block
calve all our cows and heifers in the autumn
it means calving has our full focus for the
next few months. It’s a very exciting time
with new life and a new start to the cow
Bringing the cows back nearer to home as they
calendar.
get close to calving
We started calving at the end of August and
so far have had 80 calves born. Our busiest
time is September and October when we
have 140 cows and heifers to calve in 7
weeks. The remaining cows will mostly
calve by Christmas with a few going into the
The cows are left to have their calves out in the new year.
field, and in this case, in the lovely evening
sunshine.

Drying off
The cows are dried off (stopped milking)
two months before their due calving date to
give them a chance to rest. During this
period they are left to graze in the fields.
Two weeks before calving we add silage
and minerals to their diet.

This cow is having the second of twins which was
actually born backwards, but no help was
needed.

Groups

As soon as the calf is born the cow is up and
licking her calf clean. This also stimulates the calf
The cows are put into groups according to
into getting up.

their expected calving dates, starting off in
fields away from the farm, and being moved
closer to home for feeding in the last
fortnight of their dry period. Having them
close to the house also means we can keep
an eye on them in case any need any
assistance. So far we have only had to
This photo shows a new born calf standing up intervene with two births, one calf was
within minutes.
coming backwards and got stuck so needed
a bit of help, and the other case was a
twisted uterus so the calf had to be

delivered by caesarean.
Birth
This weather is perfect for letting the cows
calve outside in the field and is the
healthiest option for mum and baby. The
calf naturally wants to get up and suck a lot
quicker when born outside than if they are
born in a shed. Just as with a baby, the
quicker they have some colostrum the
better, as this helps strengthen their
immune system. Unlike a human baby
though, they are able to stand and walk in a
matter of minutes!!

Almost immediately after getting up the calf is
ready for its first feed of colostrum.

By the morning the calf has wandered down for a
play!!

Feeding

The twins the next morning.

Each morning we bring the cows that have
calved into the yard and the calves are
taken away from their mothers and put in a
shed, in groups of 8. They are still fed
colostrum for the first 48 hours but from
teats rather than sucking their mums. The
calves are fed milk twice a day and have 2
litres per feed. When they are about a week
old we add calf pellets to their diet. They
also start to eat a bit of straw and drink
water as well.

Bringing them in

Ear Tags and Passports
It is a legal requirement that all calves have
two ear tags as soon as possible after they
are born. The ear tags show the country
they were born in, our herd number and an
individual animal number. Once we have
tagged the calf we have to apply for a
passport for it. The passport contains its

Milk from the newly calved cows is fed to the

calves.

family history and will also show any
movement history so an animal has full
traceability.

Enjoying their milk!

All our dairy heifer calves (girls) are kept to
join the milking herd when they are older.
The bull calves (boys) and beef calves are
sold to local farms to rear for meat.
Mmm, that's good!!

The calves are reared in
groups of 8.

So cute!

Where's our milk ?!

Alan uses a special applicator
to insert the ear tags.

Another
Mummy,
new born calf as he tries to
the calf just licked my fingers! stand for the first time just five
minutes after being born.

A Calf's Passport

