Gaywood Baby and Toddler Group                                                              Updated May 2013

Opening times (term time only)

Mondays: 9.20am – 11.00am.
Thursdays: 9.20am – 11.00am.

School holidays

We are closed on bank holidays/during school holidays. We used to open on Thursdays during the school holidays, however due to lack of help; we have had to go back to term-time sessions only. If anyone is interested in opening up and running the group in the holidays, please let us know.

Signing in on arrival

Everyone attending our sessions must sign in upon arrival at the kitchen reception area – this allows us to note them and their children in our register. 

Admission
£1.80 per adult (with children all under 3 yrs)

£2.30 per adult (with any children over 3 yrs)

£2.50 per couple (with children any age)

Background

Gaywood Baby and Toddler Group is an independent toddler group which has been running since 1986. 
The group has always been run on a purely voluntary basis by local parents who started off bringing their own children to the group and have ended up taking over running the group, in order to prevent the group closing. Our group has been handed on from parent to parent, in this way, since the start. 
We are not a charity or registered business, so we do not receive any help or funding from outside sources. This means that we need the support of regular members to enable us to keep the group running. 
Our admission fees primarily go towards the cost of using the hall, which is currently around £19 a session.  Any money left over pays for things like insurance, drinks, snacks and new toys or equipment. 
Our group aims to offer friendly and informal drop-in sessions that mums, dads, grandparents and carers can bring their babies and young children to. Our sessions are aimed at anyone from expectant mums to people with children aged from birth to 3 years of age, although children over 3 years are welcome to attend our sessions. 

Important

It is important that parents and carers understand that they must take responsibility for any children they bring along to our sessions and that for safety reasons, they must keep an eye on their children at all times. 
This is because unlike nursery schools or pre-schools, parent and toddler groups do not have to be registered with Ofsted as children are not left unattended and remain the responsibility of their parent/carers at all times during sessions.
Drinks and snacks
We offer a hot or cold drink for all adults who attend our sessions, plus a beaker of squash or water for each of the children. If you would like a drink, please let us know when signing in at the start of the session.
Drinks and snacks are available between 9.20am & 10.20am; cups & snack pots should be returned to the kitchen after use.
Allergies
Please encourage your child to sit down with their drinks and snacks; this reduces the amount of food that gets dropped around the hall. This is especially important as some of our members have children with food allergies. 
Please note that biscuits and snacks provided may not be suitable for all diets and may contain Wheat, Gluten, Dairy, Eggs, Soy or Nuts, so if your child has an allergy please keep a close eye on them during sessions, to prevent them picking up any snack pots left around by other children.
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Dropped food
Please use the dustpan and brush (in the cupboard next to the desk) to sweep up any food dropped by children during our sessions.
Spillages
Please keep your drinks away from the children and do not leave cups around where they can be knocked over. In the event of any spillages, please ask at the desk for a cloth.
Cleaning toys & equipment
If you come across any toys or baby equipment that need cleaning, please bring them to the desk, or ask at the desk for a wipe to clean them with.
Bottle warming 
Please ask at the desk if you need hot water for baby bottles.

Dirty nappies
Please dispose of dirty nappies in the bins in the toilets.
Taking photographs
Members are welcome to take photos of their own children during sessions; however they should not take photos of other people or their children, without first asking them for their permission. Photos of other members or their children which are taken at our group should not be uploaded to the internet.
Clearing up

We usually start clearing up and putting the toys away around 10.45am. Please remember to bring back any cups, snack bowls etc and to dispose of any rubbish before leaving. 
Please help us by clearing up some of the chairs/toys before you leave. 
Helping us keeping the group running

Our group is run by volunteers, so we are always really grateful for any help; this includes help getting the toys & chairs out before session starts, cleaning toys, making drinks and tidying toys or chairs away at the end of the session. 

If anyone would like to help out on a regular basis or would be interested in becoming involved with helping to run the group, please speak to Jo. 
Donations

After paying the rent on the hall each session, our group barely has any money left over so donations of drinks, biscuits, snacks, toys or baby equipment are always appreciated. 
Family photographer

We have a family photographer at our sessions twice a year. Sittings are free, photos are optional. Please ask at the desk for more information.

Summer trip
We try to arrange a day out during the summer holidays; other family members are welcome to come along. Please ask at the desk for more information.
Christmas Party session
We have a Christmas party session just before breaking up for the Christmas holidays. We ask everyone to bring a plate of food and a clearly named present from Santa for their own child. 
Your group leader is: Joanne (07746098812)
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